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Dear Bethlehem-Pine Barren, 

 Newlyweds volunteered to bake the traditional ham for the multi-

family Christmas Dinner. The new husband bought the largest ham 

available. The new wife cut a large section off the end and set it aside 

before baking the remaining portion. He asked, “Why did you cut the 

end off the ham?”  She said, “Well, that’s what mom always did?” 

Curious, she called her mom and asked why. Her mom replied, “Well, 

that’s what your grandmother always did.” Even more curious, the new 

wife called her grandmother and asked why she cut the end off the 

ham before baking the rest. Grandmother responded, “My pot wasn’t big enough.” The original 

inspiration for traditions can be lost and become just routine. May that not happen this Christmas! 

     Have you thought about the original inspiration for our tradition of hanging lights on our trees, all 

over our houses, and on almost all city lampposts? Isaiah 9:2, 6, and 7, say, “The people that walked 

in darkness have seen a great [light.] They that dwell in the shadow of death upon them both the 

[light] shined…”For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given; and the government shall be 

upon his shoulder; and His name shall be called Wonderful, Counselor, the Mighty God, the Prince 

of Peace. Of the increase of His government and peace there shall be no end…”  How many people do 

you think today are inspired by every Christmas light as a symbol of Jesus: The Light of the World? 

Ask someone this season what Christmas lights represent and be ready to shine His light!  

     Deb and I want to wish all of you a Merry Christmas! We also want to remind you that Bethsaida 

Baptist is hosting a Christmas Light Tour on December 20th in Furman, an opportunity to see 

spectacular homes lit with Christmas lights as well as their historic church! Also, Philadelphia Baptist 

is taking donations of cookies (5000 needed) and money ($1500 needed) for socks to provide 

Christmas gifts for the 1100 prisoners at Fountain Prison December 18th. I Love You All… Bro. Steve. 
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