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We offer professional Christian 
counseling at The Bethlehem 
Baptist Association office in Frisco 
City on Tuesdays from 9:00-4:00. 
For information and to set up an 
appointment, call 205-603-9551 or 
visit Pathway’s website at 
www.pathwaysprofessional.org. 

March 7—Bible Baptist Fellowship—Rev. Tommy Primm, Pastor 
     Church Yard Sale; 8;00am-12:00pm 
March 29—Enon (PBBA)—Rev. Keith Gambill, Pastor 
      Dietrich Bondurant Brass Trio; 5:00pm; fellowship to follow 
April 2—Fountain—Davison Carter, Interim Pastor 
     WMU Easter Brunch; 10:00am; Testimony by Sara Claudia Tilman;             
     RSVP by March 30 by calling Gail Tuberville at 251-282-4962 

     Glenn Eubanks from 1st Monroeville wrote this and I pray it blesses you as 
it did me…I say amen to everything because I was one of the volunteers...an 
unforgettable night!! If you want to know more contact our office.  This is an 
example of a Great Commitment to The Great Commission-Steve   

 
CAROLS AND CONVICTS 

     In early December I was asked by a friend to go with him to a prison wor-
ship-event later in the month at the G. K.  Fountain Correctional Facility; the 
state prison near Atmore, Alabama.  At first, I gently thanked Mike for the 
invitation while quietly hoping that something would come up that could 
serve as a good excuse to skip.  Two days later another friend who does volun-
teer work at the prison invited me to go.  After the third person asked that I go 
and be prepared to help with the caroling I decided that I would have to 
go.  What I thought was going to be a small outreach event snow-balled into a 
tremendous night with nearly eighty volunteers. Some would actually hand 
deliver small, simple Christmas gifts to the 1350 prisoners while as many as 
75 singers sang Christmas carols.   
     The prisoners are divided into several open type dorms that house a mini-
mum of 150 men; the largest dorm houses 250 men. (other men are housed in 
individual cells; segregated from the general prison population because of the 
crimes they had committed).  While several volunteers walked thru the dorm 
speaking and passing out the gifts and offering words of encouragement, my 
very amateur choir sang several great songs.  Some were as simple as Silent 
Night and Away In A Manger and at times the prisoners joined us for a fun 
and loud rendition of Jingle Bells.   The favorite of the night however, one 
that we sang six or eight times, was Beautiful Star of Bethlehem.  If you don’t 
know this great song you need to listen to it.  It may be one of the very best 
country/blue grass Christmas songs around.  And the amateur group sang it 
as tho’ we had practiced together for months.  I can still hear the altos and 
basses carrying that great song.  What fun.  
     The event was repeated for each dorm and the prisoners were all so atten-
tive and respectful to the men who were giving the gifts but also very appre-
ciative to those who were singing.  It seems as though we sang non-stop for 
nearly two hours.  Each time we finished at one dorm and moved to the next I 
found myself thinking and praying; God, thank you that I can go home to-
night, that I live on the outside.  What an awful existence it would be to have 
live in this place.  Yet, people do live there.  Sometimes for many, many 
years.  Sid told me about a guy that he has been mentoring for 12 years.  He 
has served almost half of his twenty five year sentence.  
     For all of the dorms except one, the singers were not allowed past the front 
entrance.  We stayed just to the outside of the doors/gates and sang while the 
smaller group distributed the gifts.  The gifts? A small brown paper bag that 
contained two new pairs of socks and a small zip-lock bag with a couple of 
cookies and a personalized Christmas card from children at the Monroeville 
Elementary School.  I was told later that out of nearly 1400 prisoners, only 
one guy in the entire place turned down the offer of a gift.  Most were so 
thankful for this moment just a few days before Christmas when someone 
from the outside would take the time to speak to them, to sing with them, and 
to present them a small gift while saying Merry Christmas.   
     The one dorm where the singers were allowed to enter was the Faith 
dorm.  I never got the full explanation of the dorm’s name but it obviously 
had something to do with the attitude of the men and the activities they were 
involved in that set them apart from the general population.  They listened as 
we sang and then before we left their dorm they sang with us as though we 
were all members of the best 250 voice choir in Escambia County.  You’ve 
never heard Jingle Bells till you hear a room full of men singing out of an atti-
tude of gratitude and thanksgiving for a small moment of kindness.  
     One of the incredible moving moments for me personally was a moment 
we spent with the warden; a beautiful young African-American woman.  She 
had asked that we pray for her and peace in the camp (the prisoners).   Mike 
Soumeillan, the person who had worked so long and hard to put this great 
night together, asked one of the volunteers to pray for peace in that 
place.  What started out as one man praying became an incredible prayer 
meeting with 50+ people praying for this woman and the men who work un-
der her and the many, many prisoners who call this place home.  As the pray-
er time finished there were tears in her eyes.  Tears of joy and happiness 
about the fact that folks cared enough to give their Friday night in December 
to try to bring a ray of sunshine into such a dark place.   
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     In the quiet of the worshipful moment following the prayer time, one of 
the volunteers quietly began singing the old hymn, ‘When Peace Like a  
River Attendeth My Way’.  I have worshipped while singing that song liter-
ally hundreds of times through the years but never had it affected me like it 
did that moment. I am still praying that God’s Peace will invade that god-
less place.   There were few dry eyes in our group of volunteers. 
     In a few minutes it was over.  Our driver’s licenses were returned to 
us.  The front gate of the massive prison was opened long enough for all of 
us to pass through.   We loaded the church buses and personal vehicles and 
headed home.  Home to a nice warm house; home to a beautiful Christmas 
dinner; home to family and friends who love us; home to our churches and 
communities where we all feel safe; home…to life on the outside.  Outside 
has never felt so good.  Thank you Mike Soumeillian! and others who 
dared to dream of a moment where men and women would give of their 
time and energy to take the light of Christmas to a dark place which houses 
1350 state prisoners.  
 
     YOUR CHURCH CAN ADOPT A PRISON DORM! The warden at 
Fountain has started a program to reward each prison dorm that goes 30 
days in a row without violence. The inmates get an evening out of the dorm 
in the chapel with a special meal, a time of worship, and one on one with 
Christians leaders. Because they never get it…pizza is a special meal, and 
this month our association gave $300.00 to feed 150 from a dorm that was 
nonviolent. What if each church sponsored a meal by donating at least 
$300.00 per month? You can deposit your donation directly at Peoples 
Bank in Hog Wild for Jesus account or send to the associational office. If 
you deposit directly into the bank, be sure to let Mike Soumeillian  know, so 
he can contact you and tell you how to pray. He can be reached by calling 
Amy at our office.  

  Gatekeepers: Starting Your 
Church,  School, or  

Business Safety Team   
 

MARCH 5th - 6:30-8:30 PM   
               

Mt. Pleasant Baptist Church 
100 Eureka Landing Road 

             Uriah, Alabama 36480 
 
www.gulffirearmsinstruction.com 

       

FAITHFUL MEN—2020 Men’s conference 
March 13, 2020—Excel Baptist Church 

5:30—Supper; 6:50 Worship 

Speakers: Charles L. Autery—Christian Way Baptist Church 

Ben Stubblefield—FBC Jackson 

Worship Leader: Brandon Norris; Testimony: Greg Shehan 

No Registration Necessary! A Love Offering will be taken for speakers  

and donations toward the meal that will be provided. 


