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Foreword 

On June 6, 1818, one hundred and seventy-five years ago, a small group of complitted 

Christians b"ga.'1. what was to become the First Baptist Church of Hopkinsville, Ky. 

Throughout those one hundred and seventy-five years, other faithful men and women have 

continued to invest their lives in sharing God's love through this church. Now, in the year of 

our Lord.nlneteen hundred and ninety three, we have commissioned this historical survey as a 

means ofremlnding ourselves of heritage. As we examine our pastwe are 

reminded toree::;;arnine our future and, in so doing, we discover that ours is the responsibility 

of leading this church into the twenty-first century. 

In order to fulfill this responsibility, we must be faithful to our past by moving, 

through the power of God, into the future. The apostle Paul put l! ihis way: ", .. I press on .in . ' ' . ' ' . 

order I may lay of that for which also I was laid hold of by Christ Jesus. Brethren I 

do not regard myself M having laid hold of it yet; but one thing I do: forgetting what lies 

behind and reaching fo!Vlanl to. what lies ahead, l press on toward the goal forti1e· prize of the 

upward of God in Christ Jesus." (Phil 3:12-14). 

As your pastor, let me encourage this great church to simply · press on! 

In His Love, 
James S. McKenzie 
Pastor 

tJJec£ication 

'This worf( is aeiicated to tfie memory of deceased 'First 'Baptist 
mem6ers -pioneers -6uiMers, forever witfi u.s spiritua{{y 6y tfie grace 0f Our 

. Lord Jesu.s.Cfuist, 
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Organized ...... near 
Hopkinsville .... .. 

June 6, 1818 

Charter Members: 

James Payne 
Charles Thrift 
John Pursley 
Henry Rowland 

Robert Slaughter 

Sally Tally 
Keziah Thrift 
Grace Pursley 
Winney, "sister 
of color" 
Lucy Slaughter 

The present First Baptist Church of 
Hopkinsville, Kentucky, was organized on 
Saturday, June 6, 1818, in the home of John and 
Grace Pursley one mile west of the Courthouse on 
West Seventh Street on a site now opposite 
Westwood Church of Christ. Ten men and women 
met "to constitute a regular Baptist church of our 
Lord Jesus Christ." Elders Jesse Brooks and 
William Tandy, representatives of the Red River 
Baptist Association guided the organization. Elder 
Brooks was appointed as moderator pro-tem and 
Elder E.R. Bradley clerk pro-tem. Elder James 
Payne was chosen as ntinister. The Articles of Faith 
and Church Covenant were read and adopted. 

Sunday, June 7, 1818, the men "sat in a 
church way" and "before preaching," to receive 
members either by letter or experience. Twenty
five new members were accepted, twenty-two of 
them were slaves. The next regular meeting was 
held on July 4, 1818, at the home of William H. 
Payne and the church name "Baptist Church of 
Jesus Christ New Providence" was adopted. The 
church may have been named for the first Baptist 
church in the colonies, known as Providence, in 
Rbode Island. William and Nancy Payne were the 
tirst to be received by baptism. 

The next regular meeting, August 10, 1818, 
brought the reception by letter of Dr. Augustine 
Webber. For many years Dr. Webber was the 
leader in every progress effort in the development 
of the spiritual and material interests of the church. 
Also that day the church agreed to build a 
"Meeting House," whereupon a committee was 
appointed to "procure a lot of ground adjoining the 
town of Hopkinsville, to be built in a neat and in a 
work-man-like manner." 
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The comntittee reported on September 5, 
1818, that three acres had been purchased from 
Bartholomew T. Wood. 

Dr. Augustine Webber 
1790 - 1873 

Deacon m Trustee 

; '' 

Grave of J obn Pursley 
Pioneer Cemetery 

Sile of John Pursley's Home 
Cadiz Road, opposite Westwood Church of Chris! 



A considerable amount had been 
subscribed for tbe meeting house but tbey were 
unable to procure the workmen. The committee 
was instructed to have all of tbe material ready tbat 
winter in order to have tbe building "enclosed in" as 
early in tbe spring as possible. 

Many difficulties confronted the 
congregation in paying for the "Meeting House." 
On December 16, 1819, the church resolved to lay 
a tax agreeable to each member's wealth to pay the 
balance due. A committee viewed public tax 
records to ascertain the taxable wealth of each 
member and determined that a tax of 51 3/4 cents 
should be levied on each $100 of property. This 
plan raised the $545 due. 

Two deacons were chosen, Robert Slaughter 
and William H. Payne. Slaughter was ordained the 
first deacon in the home of John Pursley on 
October 3, 1818. 

During the winters of 1818, 1819, and 
1820 the congregation assembled each first 
Sabbath at the Christian County Courthouse on 
Main Street or at tbe Christian Academy, located on 
the site now occupied by tbe old L&N R.R. Freight 
Office on East 9th Street. The old academy was 
burned, along with the 1836-38 courthouse, by 
C.S.A. General Hylan B. Lyon on December 12, 
1864. 

In the pioneer days a business meeting 
began with "singing one of Zion's songs and 
supplicating the throne of Grace." Then they 
agreed to "sit in conference." Rules were strict: no 
moving from seat to seat; no whispering or 
laughing or absenting one's self from church 
business "without the liberty of the church." No 
charges of a private nature could be brought 
against a member unless the steps given in Mattbew 
18 were pursued. The church considered a 
resolution as to the religious observance of 
"washing the saints' feet." The matter was 
indefinite! y postponed. 

Members stood to sing hymns and knelt to 
pray. Sometimes a day for fasting and prayer was 
observed to select a pastor or before the ordination 
of a young minister being sent out by the church. 

Various charges for which members were 
reproved and admonished or even publicly 
rebuked, were back-biting, slander, heterodoxy, 
questions of honesty in business deals, and 
excessive use of alcohol. 

The first church trustees were elected in 
March, 1820 - William Coleman, Dr. Augustine 
Webber, and Robert Coleman. 
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With the passing of the summer of 1820 
and the partial completion of tbe "Meeting House," 
the church, two years since organization, had 
experienced tbe trials of organization and was now 
ready to enter· a quarter century of service from its 
first permanent meeting place at the foot of West 
13th Street. Membership had grown from 41 in 
1818 to 87 in two years. 

The Church at 
13th and Ferrell 
Streets ...... 
1820- 1844 

There is no known drawing or photograph 
of the first meeting house of the Baptist Church of 
Jesus Christ New Providence-now First Baptist 
Church. A search through the church minutes and 
land deeds reveals considerable information 
concerning its appearance. 

The brick structure, 45' long and 30' wide, 
was located on a three acre lot on the northwest 
corner of present West 13th and Ferrell streets. It 
faced soutb toward the old Baptist Burying Ground, 
now known as Pioneer Cemetery. One central door 
on the south end provided entrance. Windows, the 
number not known, were situated on the east and 
west side walls. A gallery, reserved for slave 
members, was located in the south end of the 
church. 

John Bledsoe, a teacher and the brick 
mason, constructed the building in 1819, at a cost 
of $903. The carpenter, James G. Waterfield, 
completed the structural framework for $616. The 
first assemblage in the meeting house tben 
unfinished with only a dirt floor, took place on 
October, 7, 1820. A wooden floor was built in the 
summer of 1821 at a cost of $168.75. The interior 
woodwork and glass window panes were put in that 
fall. A stove and seats for !be gallery along with 
firewood, candles and two locks for the gates were 
procured. 

I 



The first prayer meeting was held 
Wednesday, June 6, 1821. Zeba Howard was 
appointed the first sexton to care for the church 
and graveyard with wages $10 quarterly. John and 
Nancy Morehead Latham, paternal grandparents of 
benefactor John C. Latham Jr. were received into 
membership during March, 1821. In June, 1821, 
Jane Bennett was received as a new member. She 
was a great-great-great grandmother of a current 
member, Virginia Major Camp. 

Pioneer Cemetery Morm.ment 
Dedication June 1, 1992 

Major Ferrelrs School 
Site of the original Church 

Original Church site 
13th and Ferrell Streets - 1993 
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Pioneer Cemetery and the New Providence 
Church shared a long mutual heritage. This old 
graveyard, now 200' x 350' served as the public 
buying ground from 1812 until 1858. On March 
17, 1820, Bartholomew T. Wood sold the graveyard 
to the church and the church trustees in turn sold 
"the old Baptist Cemetery," to the town of 
Hopkinsville, on August 10, 1841. 

In January, 1824, John Bledsoe obtained 
permission to conduct a school in the building. 
That year workmen recovered the roof, probably 
wood shake, and Dr. Webber opened an alley (now 
Ferrell street) from the southeast corner of the 
meeting house lot to Boyd's Landing Road (now 
West 15th Street). The church entered into contract 
in 1831 with David Lotspeich to erect a cupola in 
which a bell was to be placed. Strother J. Hawkins, 
builder of the old Phelps home on the site of the 
Christian Life Center, purchased a bell for $75 and 
the cupola was finished and the bell was hung in 
August, 1832. 

The church made two changes in its official 
name during its occupancy of the West 13th street 
location. In January, 1835, the name "Baptist 
Church at Hopkinsville" was adopted, and on 
January 23, 1843, the church was incorporated by 
the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of 
Kentucky as the "United Baptist Church of Jesus 
Christ in Hopkinsville," a name it would bear for 
seventy-four years. 

In October, 1836, a committee was 
appointed to have a walk built from Main Street to 
the church. This improvement marks the present 
route of West 13th Street westward to Pioneer 
Cemetery. The church voted in December, 1842, 
to buy a lot (northeast corner of Main & 11th) on 
which to construct a new church and to sell the old 
church. 

In March, 1844, the church expressed its 
willingness to let the "Colored Brethren" have the 
old meeting house. Two slave members, Archibald 
and Cyrus, became the first licensed by the church 
to preach, on June 10, 1821, and they often 
conducted services for the Black members on 
Sunday afternoons through the 1840's. 

The congregation moved to the new 
location when the "stove, benches, and bell," were 
moved, in November, 1844. The trustees sold the 
"tract wheron the old Baptist Meeting house now 
stands" to Livingston L. Leavell, July 19, 1845, for 
$400. Older citizens years later remembered its 
ruins. Major Ferrell's School for Boys was located 
on the site from 1873 until 1903. 



The Church at 
11th and Main 
1844- 1894 

.. " " 

The congregation of First Baptist Church 
has worshiped in Main Street locations for 149 
years - fifty of those years in the old brick structure 
still standing (1993) at 11th and Main. This 
landmark, later known for years as the "Hille Flats" 
and more recently used as furniture display rooms 
by Cayce-Yost, still contains several of the old 
stained glass windows. 

On January 24, 1844, after months of 
deliberation, church trustees John P. Campbell, 
John Buckner, Augustine Webber, James Ware, and 
Alpheus Palmer purchased a lot 60 x 86 feet on the 

northeast corner of Main and Hickory (now lltb), 
from William and Margaret Harrison of Todd 
County, Kentucky. The deed indicated it was "the 
lot upon which a new Baptist Meeting House is to 
be erected." The church was built that year and 
occupied in November. 

Constructed of brick in the Gothic Revival 
order, this building bears the architectural influence 
of many similar churches built throughout the area 
in Ante-Bellum America. The lower level 
contained a large assembly room which was 
probably used by Black members prior to the 
establishment of Virginia Street Baptist Church. 
When the first Sunday School was fanned, tbe area 
was divided into smaller rooms. This area is now 
occupied by the office of Dr. A.J. Bastin. 

The auditorium was reached by a long 
flight of steps rising directly from the Main Street 
sidewalk and opening into a vestibule. A frame 
louvered cupola above the front entrance and 
surmounted with a pointed tower, rose to a height 

The Church at 11th and Main 

6 



Capt. John P. Campbell 
1788 - 1867 

Deacon, Trustee 
Benefactor, Trustee 

Stephen E. Trice 
1820 - 1904 

Deacon, Benefactor 
Trustee 

above the street of 110 feet. A metal cross adorned 
the point of the tower. The cross was blown off 
twice before being replaced in September, 1883. 
The tower cracked in later years and it was removed 
on August 29, 1889. The cupola, then in poor 
condition, was removed the following October 1, 
and that area was covered over with tin roofing. 

The church was originally heated with large 
wood stoves but after the completion of rail service 
bearing coal through Hopkinsville in 1871, two 
large coal fired furnaces were installed in the hand 
dug cellar located under the north side of the 
building. Candles and oil lamps served as the 
original source of interior lighting and they were 
used until gas lights were installed during the 
remodeling in 1883. Open windows provided the 
only source of ventilation. The church was 
furnished with three handsome Victorian Rococo 
pulpit chairs and similar walnut and poplar pews. 
These pews were later used in the annex of the 14th 
and Main church. The old pulpit chairs were given 
to the Second Baptist Church and they are now in 
use in their old sanctuary. During the late 1880's a 
foot pumped reed organ was installed to enhance 
the church music. 

Maj. James 0. Ferrell 
1832 - 1908 

Sunday School Superintendent 
1878 - 1903 

Hon. Jefferson Davis 
President 

During the fifty years the church worshiped 
at this location, the membership rose from 212 in 
1844 to a total of 406 in 1894. A high of 475 
members was reported in 1861, of whom 293 were 
Black. Three years later when the Black 
membership was separated and no longer reported, 

Confederate States of America 
Worshiped here, Sunday evening service, 

October HI, 1875 
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the white membership dropped to 86. This low 
figure was related to the social chaos caused by the 
W <rr Between the States and the fact that the church 
was without a minister from June, 1862, until 
March, 1864. 

Black members were an integral part of the 
total congregation during the first fifty years. 
They were listed separately in the total church 
membership reported to the Bethel Baptist 
Association every year from 1818 through 1825 
and from 1845 through 1862. One slave woman, 
Winney, was a charter member of both the New 
Providence and Virginia Street churches. 

The Black members met apart in other 
locations provided for them by the white trustees. 
For about ten years, 1844 - 1854, they worshiped 
in the ground floor assembly room of the church at 
11th and Main, and also in the old meeting house 
on West 13th Street. It was during this era, 
probably about 1851, that Virginia Street Baptist 
Church was organized. 

On May 4, 1854, church trustees John P. 
Campbell, E.B. Richardson, Alpheus Palmer, John 
Buckner, and James Ware bought an old brick 
building located on the northwest corner of 14th 
and Virginia for the benefit of "collared" members 
of the Baptist church. This old structure was 
originally built by Strother J. Hawkins for use as a 
cotton spinning factory prior to 1839, and was later 
used by Klnkead and Allen as a Stemmery House 
for stemming tobacco. In 1874 the old tobacco 
building was remodeled and altered to face 14th 

Virginia Street Baptist Church 
North West Corner, 14th and Virginia Streets 

11154 - 11!92 
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Street The structure had a frame louvered cupola 
rising 65' above the ground. 

Hopkinsville Baptist Black members 
worshiped at 14th and Virginia until 1892 when 
their building became to small to accommodate the 
congregation and it was inconveniently located for 
its members. A lot was bought on the northwest 
corner of Third and Virginia, where the present 
Virginia Street Baptist church was built in the fall 
and dedicated in December, 1892. Much of the 
brick and wood framing was removed from the old 
church and incorporated into the new one. 

The first Sunday School at the 11th and 
Main Church was conducted on July 6, 1851, with 
Harrison Ashford as superintendent. "fifty-eight 
scholar and thirteen teachers and several spectators 
were present." 

In May, 1882, ladles of the church 
organized the Woman's Missionary Society. Mrs. 
Stephen E. Trice was the first president, serving 
from 1882 until 1895. 

Plans were launched in 1891 to vacate the 
old church and to build a new one. Trustees Dr. 
James Rodman, Stephen E. Trice, R. T. Petrie, S.G. 
Buckner, and E.P. Campbell sold the building to 
Bailey Waller for $3,700, on September 7, 1894. 
Waller sold the old church to G.A. Hille and T.L. 
Metcalfe on February 10, 1898. They remodeled 
the structure and converted it into rental rooms and 
small apartments. 

Virginia Street Baptist Church 
North West Comer, 3rd and Virginia Streets 

Buill 1892 



The Church at 
14th and Main 
1894- 1965 

For seventy-one years the membership of 
First Baptist Church worshiped in the landmark 
Gothic stone structure on the southeast corner of 
14th and Main. One account indicates that an 
individual contributed $2,500 of its $28,000 cost on 
condition the church would be built of stone 
instead of brick and fhat it would have one entrance 
on ground level by which older people could enter 
without climbing any steps-hence the Main Street 
entrance. On May 14, 1892, fhe church trustees 
bought a lot on fhe south side of 14th Street 
extending from Main to Virginia and 165 feet 
deep. W.T. Radford, whose home stood on fhe lot 
facing Main until its destruction by fire in 
November 1891, sold fhe lot for $5,000, less $250 
"donated to erecting the new church." Three 
building lots were sold off fhis lot - one on Main 
and two on Virginia. Seven ministers served fhe 
church here through a period which saw 
membership grow from 413 in 1894 to 1,832 in 
1965. 

Newspaper files of the Hopkinsville 
Kentuckian of Tuesday, December 18, 1894, 
provided a description of fhe new building and an 
interesting view of fhe dedication service conducted 
fhe previous Sunday. 

DEDICATED TO GOD 

"The new Baptist house of worship was 
formerly dedicated Sunday, the 16 inst, by Rev. 
H.M. Wharton, of Baltimore. The new building in 
all its roomy apartments commanding a view of the 
stand, was packed to the walls with a crowd 
numbering not less fhan 1,000 people. 

"Rev. T.S. McCall read a chapter and the 
dedicatory prayer was offered by Rev. C. H. Nash, 
fhe pastor. Professor Bush led the song "Hail fhe 
Power of Jesus Name," after which Dr. Nash made a 
brief announcement of fhe services to be held. The 
choir rendered an anthem. Dr. H.M. Wharton, of 
Baltimore, then preached the formal sermon 
dedicating the house to divine worship. He 
preached a sermon from 2 Chron. 2:4 "I build a 
house to fhe name of fhe Lord." It was one of his 
best efforts. It was appropriate, impressive and 
eloquent It was listened to with close attention and 
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deep feeling and at the conclusion, fhe benediction 
was pronounced by Rev. A. W. Meacham, the 
oldest minister present. 

"The new building is built of limestone 
quarried in fhe suburbs of Hopkinsville. The joints 
are of Portland cement raised and highly finished. 
The house is distinctively gofhic. It is surmounted 
by a tower nearly 100 ft. high, topped off with a 
bronze globe. The main entrance is through this 
tower on the North West corner, fronting Main and 
14fh street. Steps lead up from both streets and 
one double door admits to fhe auditorium. This 
room is octagon shaped and fhe finest in its finish 
and furnishings of any church in Kentucky, outside 
of Louisville. The ceiling is vaulted, with great 
ornamental beams converging in the center from 
every direction. The finish is all of hard wood, 
including ceiling, wainscoting and pews. 

"The seats are especially handsome, massive 
and comfortable. An aisle runs all around next to 
fhe walls. Two main aisles divide fhe pews into 
three sections and a narrow central aisle separates 
fhe rear half of the middle section into two smailer 
divisions. The front seats being shorter, are not 
divided: The seats are raised in the rear and 
arranged in a semi -circle, being shorter next to the 
pulpit. 

"The pulpit is in the Southeast corner, 
slightly elevated, wifh the organ loft above, in which 
is the new pipe organ standing 16 ft. high. This 
room is lighted by three very large and costly 
windows of the finest cathedral and art glass in 
colors, the designs being very beautiful. The 
memorial panels of these windows contain the 
names of members of fhe church, some of fhem yet 
living. 

"The audience room is separated from the 
Sunday School rooms on the east by Wilson's 
patent rolling partitions, which are raised when it is 
desired to throw both rooms into one. The pulpit is 
so arranged fhat the speaker can be seen from 
nearly every part of fhe Sunday school room. This 
room is nearly square, wifh fhe east end circular. It 
is surrounded by three class rooms east, two on fhe 
south and fhe pastor's study and Bible room on fhe 
North. A handsome gallery in the east is used for 
class rooms and also as seating room when needed, 
commanding a good view of the whole building. 
Each of the main rooms will seat about 400 people, 
making fhe capacity of fhe building 800, which can 
be increased to 1 ,000 by standing. 

"H is impossible in a brief article to give a 
detailed description of fhe elegant structure. It is 
beautifully located on the principal street of fhe 
city, in fhe most fashionable residence portions, and 
within three square of the business streets. It is 



The Church Sanctuary Ceiling, 14th ami Main, July, 1942 
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The Church at 14th ami Main, 1919 
Ul!l<!i • Hi65 
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strikingly beautiful without and lovely as a picture 
within. It is the pride of the Baptist denomination 
of the whole county and will remain for many 
years the finest church in Western Kentucky. It will 
stand as an enduring monument to the Christian 
and boundless energy of the pastor, Rev. C.H. 
Nash. 

"As the building blossomed into beauty 
and grandeur, it is dedicated to God free from 
debts of any kind. Its entire cost was $28,000. Of 
tbis less than $4,000 was raised from the sale of the 
old church, and the members themselves have 
contributed over $24,000. One member gave 
$2,500, several others $1,000 or more and nearly 
everyone gave something. The women did more 
than their part to raise the money and even the 
children contributed their mites." 

The memorial windows mentioned above 
contained fue following names: 

North window facing 14th Street 
Left: Center: 

Dr. A. Webber Rev. John Hubbard 
Mrs. Ellzabefu Webber G.T. Roberts 

(Now located in the Jennie (now located in 
Stuart Medical Center Chapel) Church Nariliex) 

Right: 
John P. Campbell 

Geo. 0. Thompson 
(Now located in fue Jennie Stuart 

Medical Center Chapel) 
Rose Window features The Open Bible 

(Now located in Church Narthex) 

West Window facing Main Street 
Left: Center: 

Stephen E. Trice 
Virginia Trice 

John C. Latham Sr. 
(Now located at Christian 
Radio Station, WNKJ) 

Right: 

Mrs. Henrietta Rodman 
Rose window featured the Lamp of Knowledge 

Soutb Window facing Educational Building 

Rev. J.F. Dagg 
Mrs. R.N. Dagg 

(Now located in 
church N ariliex) 

Center: 

William L. Trice 
(Now located in 
fue Masonic Hall 

Narthex) 
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Right: 

Mrs. M.A. Beard 
(Now located in Prayer Room of St. 

John's United Mefuodist Church) 
Rose Window featured The Ten Commandments 

The religious program of First Baptist 
Church has served as a witness in many areas. In 
1905 J.M. Jones was called as tbe first Assistant 
Pastor. He served for six months and fuen accepted 
the ministry of tbe Baptist Church in Madisonville. 

A Sunday School was launched on West 
Side on Wednesday night, September 16, 1908. 
State Evangelist J.W. Rose and Dr. Jenkens 
conducted the meeting in a tent on O'Neal Avenue. 
Church leaders considered the field was open as all 
other churches were located east of Little River 
except fur Hille's Chapel Church of Christ. On 
November 18, 1909, Ellis J. Weller began his 
ministerial leadership with fue West Side group and 
the "First" church voted to establish them as an 
"arm" on December 29 of that year. 

Second Ilap!is! Church. 1940 
West 7th S!ree! ami Kentucky A venue 

Second Baptist Church was organized at 
Union Tabernacle, corner of West 7th and 
Cleveland Avenue, Sunday, April 3, 1910. Thirty
five members were granted letters to join the new 
church. The formation of the Second church led 
the United Baptist Church of Jesus Christ in 
Hopkinsville to change its name to First Baptist 
Church, on June 30, 1917. In 1911 fue Second 
church constructed fueir first building on a lot at 
fue northeast corner of West 7th and Kentucky 
A venue. First church deeded this lot to fue Second 
Church on July 22, 1920. 

l 
I 
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In 1911 the Baptist Young People's Union, 
better known as "B.Y.P.U." was organized. The 
Woman's Missionary Society, organized in 1882, 
continued very active under presidents, Mrs. J.F. 
Dagg, 1895 - 1912, Mrs. Gus Breathitt, 1912, Mrs. 
E.M. Flack, 1913 - 1915, Mrs. Clayton Dagg 
Richards, 1915 - 1917, Mrs. Bailey Walker, 1917 -
1920, Mrs. C.E. Woodruff, 1920 - 1921, and Mrs. 
M.H. Tandy, 1921 - 1923. 

Another active group in the life of this 
church is the Brotherhood, formed in 1948. 

In 1924 Gilmer B. Pursley became 
Educational Director of the church and he served 
with great capability and devotion in this position 
until 1955. The life of First Baptist Church and 
"Gilmer" were one and the same from the time of 
his profession of faith in December, 1906, until his 
death. 

Gilmer B. Pursley 
1895 . 1989 

Educational Director 
1924 - 1'155 

The old Pilcher water powered pipe organ, 
made in Louisville and installed when the church 
was bullt, was replaced by a Wurlitzer electric organ 
in July, 1947. Church organists have included: 
Mrs. J.H. Anderson, 1907, Mrs. R.C. Hardwick, 
1908, Mrs. Clayton (Rosalie Dagg) Richards, 1908 
until about 1926, Mrs. Elizabeth Doolan Soyars, 
Miss Louise Owen, Mrs. Deva Howard, Mrs. Mary 
Ellis McConnick, and Charles R. Jackson, organist 
since January, 1948. 

First Baptist ministers made provision for 
their own homes during the first seventy-years of 
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the church. However, the congregation entered 
parsonage ownership in 1890, a custom continued 
for eighty-six years. 

Charles R. Jackson, Organist 

ln June, 1890, the church bought a two 
story Queen Anne frame house from Mrs. S.W. 
Moss for use as the first parsonage. Located on the 
southwest corner of South Virginia and 13th street, 
it had been built in 1883 by A.G. Bush. The 
purchase price was $2,100 and was used until the 
parsonage located at 1909 South Main was bought 
in January, 1915. This two-story frame American 
Four Square was bought for $4,000, and was sold in 
1952. 

The third parsonage, a brick home, located 
at 101 Mooreland Drive, was bought in January, 
1952, from Mrs. Bob Thompson and was sold in 
1960. In 1959 the church built the parsonage at 
2929 Cox Mill Road and it was sold in 1976. 

Throughout the years the 14th and Main 
building was in use the structure remained 
relatively unaltered. In 1906 concrete pavements 
replaced the brick sidewalks. The most extensive 
change was made during 1908 and 1909 when a 
new stone two-story addition containing Sunday 
School rooms was built on the 14th street side and 
to the left of the church office. This project cost 
$5,466.75. A greatly increased Sunday School 
enrollment during the Jenkens ministry had 
necessitated the renting of rooms during 1908 
from Mrs. J. Waller Downer, then owner of the 
Sears - Trice home. 



Parsonage - 13!1> ami Virginia Streets 
1890 • 1914 

Parsonage - 1909 Soulh Main Street 
1915 • 1952 

Parsonage • 101 Mooreland Drive 
1952 • 1959 
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Parsonage - 2929 Cox Mill Road 
1959 • 1976 

M.C. Forbes 
Deacon, Trustee 

1852 • 1934 

W.T. Tandy 
Deacon, Church Historian 

1858 • 1937 
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Chri•tma• Choir· 1956 
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Sunday School Officers and Teachers, 1952 

The fall of 1912 almost brought the loss of 
the structure. At 3 p.m., November 27, the church 
was discovered to be on fire in the furnace room 
under the Sunday School annex. Flames had gone 
up through the floor into the annex. The fire 
department, equipped with horse drawn ladder 
and chemical wagons, had the fire out in fifteen 
minutes. They attributed their rapid success to the 
day light hour and to quick detection. The damage 
by fire and water amounted to $1,000. 

A new coal fired steam furnace with boiler 
and radiators was installed in the spring of 1917 at 
a cost of $2,500. It replaced the original hot air 
furnace with floor registers. An announcement 
signboard was erected in front of the church in 
1918. The year 1919 brought the purchase of the 
John C. Duffy house next to the church on South 
Main for $11,050, the raising of $75,000 in the 
Southern Baptist Convention one million campaign, 
a church Centennial Celebration on June 8, 1919, 
the adoption of a church Constitution, and the 
launching of the first Vacation Bible School. The 
second summer Bible School was conducted jointly 
with First Methodist Church at their church in July, 
1940. This event has been held at the first church 
annually since 1941. 
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The church established a Building Fund on 
May 7, 1941, for the purpose of erecting a new 
Sunday School and Educational Building. On 
December 18, 1949, the $100,000 goal was 
reached. That same year the Roach property (the 
old Dr. James Rodman house), south of the Duffy 
house, was acquired and used as a parking lot until 
the new church was built. 

Construction on the Educational Building, 
designed by the architectural finn of Southgate and 
Preston, Nashville, Tennessee, was begun in the fall 
of 1950 on the site of the Duffy house and was 
completed the following year. A dedication service 
was held on January 4, 1953. The building which 
cost $303,974, contains 33,000 feet of floor space 
on three floors. It has an all-steel framework with 
walls of concrete block and brick. The floors are 
of reinforced concrete covered with asphalt tile. 
Nurseries, a kitchen, library and assembly hall are 
located on the first floor. Classrooms are located 
on the second and third floors. The remaining 
$30,000 debt on the building was liquidated in 
1956. The facility was named the Gilmer B. 
Pursley Education Building and dedicated to his 
memory on January 18, 1989. 



Gilmer B. Pursley Educational Building, 1953 

In 1954 a church library was established 
and tbe Ninth Street Mission was launched in June 
of that year. On December 1, 1957, the chapel 
worshipped for tbe first time in tbe new sanctuary 
on East 9th and in September, 1960, tbe chapel 
became Hillcrest Baptist Church. 

The church considered moving to the 
suburbs but after the decision was made to remain 
on Soutb Main in 1960 an effort was launched to 
acquire all tbe lots between Main and Virginia, 14tb 
to 16th. Five houses and lots were bought facing 
Virginia. The Eckles home at 16th and Main had 
been purchased in 1957. A new sanctuary and 
additional parking space was planned for this area. 

In February 1963, a small portion of the 
stone on tbe church tower fell on the Main Street 
front entrance steps narrowly missing a couple as 
tbey were entering the church. This nei!f tragedy 
prompted the building committee to have the 
steeple taken down to a point just below the 
wooden louvers on February 21, 1963. After 
several years of struggling to keep the old church 
in good repair and facing inadequate space, a 
group determined that the structure was impractical 
to remodel. The decision was tben made to build a 
new sanctuary. A montb after tbe dedication of the 
new church the old stone church was destroyed 
October 12, 1965 by a crane and wrecker's ball in 
less than five hours. 
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Removal of Church Steeple, February 21, 1963 

Razing Old church, October 12, 1965 



The Church at 
16th and Main ..... 
Since 1965 

The last twenty-eight years have witnessed 
many accomplishments in the life of First Baptist 
Church. 

In July, 1962, the Building Committee 
recommended to the church that the plans for a 
church auditorium drawn by the firm of Southgate 
and Preston in 1955 be filed for future reference 
and that another architect be contacted to project a 
plot plan with the achievement of a 1500 capacity 
auditorium. This ambitious effort was underwritten 
by the raising of $72,000 in cash and pledges from 
a fund drive the previous fall. 

The church entered into contract with 
Clinton E. Brush III, architect with Brush
Hutchison and Gwinn, Nashville, on December 3, 
1962, to design the new sanctuary. Ground was 
broken and construction was started in August, 
1964. The $647,000 structure was built by Clark 
Construction Company, of Owensboro, and was 
completed in late summer of 1965. It is 
constructed of brick and painted beige. The 
predominant architectural feature of the church is 
the concrete brick-faced belltower. Located at the 
northeast corner of 16th and Main Street it rises to 
a height of 112'6" and contains a set of chimes. 

Arduled'• Drawing· 1963 
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Dedication services were held on Sunday, 
September 12, 1965. After the morning service a 
basket dinner was served at the noon hour on the 
front lawn of Bethel College. The official 
datestone was set at 2 p.m. in front of the church. 
The sanctuary seats 800 persons, the balcony 400 
and the choir seats a total of 80 persons. 

A service of organ dedication was held on 
April 21, 1968, when the new pipe organ was 
formerly inaugurated. The Reuter Organ 
Company, Lawrence, Kansas, manufactured this 
instrument at a cost of $67,000. 

The organ has three manuals, each with 61 
notes and a Pedal keyboard of 32 notes. The 
instrument has 48 ranks, which include a 
complement of 2,628 pipes ranging in size from 18 
feet to those smaller than a lead pencil. Pipes are 
of both wood-Luan (Philippine mahogany) and 
metal (an alloy of tin and lead or zinc). 

New Church Slte ·January, 19611 

Bell Tower Under Construction· Augnot, 19611 



Tile Church a! lfi!h & Main· 19611 
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The Church under construction 
December l, 1964 

Tbe Church under construction March 15, 1965 The Church under construction February HI, 1965 

Church Sanctuary, 1965 

22 



23 



On February 9, 1965, senior members of 
the church met to organize a club committed to 
fellowship and service, The group became the "60 
Club," and continues monthly meetings at the 
church. Presidents have included Mrs, Frank 
Torian, Mrs,· H,H, Ruddell, Mrs. Howard Caudle, 
and the present leader, Bill Adcock. In June, 1968, 
First Baptist Church celebrated its sesquicentenniaL 
A highlight of the event was the presentation of an 
historical pageant, "The Path of Light," written by 
!VJrs. H,B, (Rachel Branch) Shelton, 

The church voted on May 10, 1972 to 
establish a Christian Kindergarten, I\ opened that 
September and continues with a current enrollment 
of !14 children. A Day-Care Center was launched 
in 1976 in the United Way House on South 
Virginia and moved into the Cnrrler-Brasher House 
in June, 1984, where it currently operates" 
Directors have included Mona Yancey, Ruth 
McCollllell, Teresa McAtee, Peggy Hyams, and the 
current director Leanne Lewis. 

The church bus ministry was advanced in 
1981 when James C, Givins gave to the chnrc!I a 
new GJviLC 18 passenger bus" In October, 
Mrs" And.rew Quarles and rvirs. Lois Goldsmith 
contributed the funds to pnrchase a new Ford 29 
passenger bus at a cost of $45,000, 

The most recent building project of the 
church added a new demention to outreach, On 
February 9, 1978, architect Roy l Gllleland HI, 
Nashville, Tellllessee, entered into contract with tbe 
church to design the Christian Life Center, and for 
an office addition to the Educational Building, 
John-Dell Builders of Hopkinsville was the 
contractor for both structnres and they were built in 
1979 and dedicated at Thanksgiving. 

The "CLC." as It is known, is a one story 
brick building I 80 x 100 feet and was built in what 
had formerly been the garden of the old Judge 
Hiram Phelps home, This landmark, built In 1834 
by Strother J. Hawkins, served as a dormitory, 
"Carloss " for Bethel College, 1955-1966. 
Hawkins' fafuer, Capt Jack Hawkins, a veteran of 
the Revolutionary War, is buri.ed in the old garden, 

this center serves as a site for Senior Adult 
Activities, luncheon meetings, athletic events, arts 
and crafts and exercise classes. This building cost 
$801,220, and was dedicated at Thlli"'!ksgiving in 
1979. 

full ofHce "uwc1w,, 50 x 4 3 feet~ buHt at the 
rear of the EducaUonaJ at a cost of 
$257,000, includes a rec:eption 
and the Pastor1

S Study. 
buildings, $924,000, was burned on the Sunday 
before Thanksgiving, 1992. This event represents 
the first time the church has been debt free since 
1950. 

And now, the First Baptist Church 
celebrates the 175tb anniversary of its founding" 
I~'rom a beginning made by ten people meeting in a 
private home in frontier Kentucky to a family of 
over members blessed with a handsome and 
functional churcil home, the commitment is tile 
same - to serve God and to grow in grace and. 
feHowshlp vvitll hirn. 

Day Care Center a! ld!, Clu·is!ian Life Center a! right · 1993 
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Bethel College 
1854 ~ 1964 

For 110 years Bethel College, its 
administration, faculty, and student body 
contributed a vital role in the life of First Baptist 
Church, which was the church to the college. 
College and church religious and social life became 
dependent one upon the other. There were special 
events including "G.A" House Parties and Religious 
Emphasis and Focus Weeks. The church funded 
scholarships and provided opportunities for 
ministerial students. The Baptist Student Union and 
the Baptist Training Union shared programs, 
projects and special events. Fund raising campaigns 
for the college were strongly supported by the 
church, and Bethel administrators and teachers 
often provided pulpit supply. 

Bethel College, a coeducational junior 
college, was established by the Bethel Baptist 
Association in April, 1854, as a high school for 
young women, Known first as Bethel Female 
Institute, its trustees acquired a five acre lot on 
Boyd's Landing Road (now West 15th Street), and 
Major N.R Kelley drafted plans for a three-story 
brick structure in the Greek Revival style, 

The building was completed in March, 
1857, at a cost of around $30,000, In 1890 the 
school was rechartered as Bethel Female College, 

with authority to grant degrees. The school was 
designated a junior college and the name was 
changed to Bethel Women's College in 1917. The 
associate in arts degree was conferred until it 
closed. 

In 1928 Bethel became the first junior 
college in Kentucky to be admitted to the Southern 
Association of Colleges and Secondary Schools. 
The name Bethel College was adopted in 1951, 
when the school became coeducationaL Student 
enrollment peaked at 209 in the fall of 1963. 

The college was closed twice during 
wartime·. ln 1861-62 Confederate forces used the 
structure as a hospital for soldiers suffering from 
black measles and pneumonia. During World War 
II the dormitory rooms were rented to military 
personnel and their families from nearby Camp 
CampbelL 

Bethel trustees voted to close the financially 
troubled school ln the spring of 1964, after the 
Kentucky Baptist Association diverted operating 
funds from Bethel for the support of the new 
Kentucky Southern College in Middletown. The 
historic main building, auditorium and dormitory 
wings were razed in the spring of 1966. 

Bethel College - 195:1 
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First Baptist Church 
Ministers 

Twenty-one men have served as minister of First Baptist Church. They represent an interesting cross - section of the times 
and social customs of Western Kentucky through 175 years. They brought a variety of ages, places of birth, military experience, and 
social interests yet each was committed to serving the congregation at Hopkinsville. 

Considering the group with their individual characteristics, four experienced military service, one in the War of 1812, two 
chaplains, and one in the Airborne. Seven were born in Virginia, one was a native of England, another from Ireland, and another six 
were native Kentuckians. In age they ranged from twenty-two to forty-seven upon assuming the local ministry. Their average age upon 
arrival was 38. Their average length of ministry is seven and a half years. Fifteen received college training or honorary degrees. One 
was a bachelor and one was a widower. 

James Payne June 6, 1818 Dec. 4, 1819 
William Tandy Dec. 7, 1820 Nov. 8, 1823 
William C. W arfie1d Nov. 8, 1823 Feb. 10, 1827 
Robert Rutherford Apr. 10, 1827 Jan. 5, 1833 
James M. Pendleton Mar. 2, 1833 Dec. 3, 1836 
John Hubbard Feb.4, 1837 Mar. 3, 1838 
Robert T. Anderson May 5, 1838 Jan. !, 1842 
Thomas G. Keen Jan. 1, 1842 Mar. 1846 
Samuel Baker !846 June," 1850 
Achilles D. Sears July, 1850 June, 1862 

(No Minister- 1862 1864) 
Thomas G. Keen Mar. 1864 Mar. 2, 1884 
John N. Prestridge May 15, 1884 June 2, 1889 
Charles H. Nash June 1, 1890 Sept. I, 1906 
Millard A. Jenkens Nov. 18, 1906 Dec. 27, 1908 
Calvin M. Thompson June 13, 1909 Oct. 31, 1918 
Leonard W. Doolan Feb. 16, 1919 May 7, 1924 
Perry C. Walker Nov. 10, 1924 Sept. 10, 1947 
William Peyton Thurman Dec. 14, 1947 Aug. 31, 1957 
Sidney M. Maddox 
David M. Gardner 
Ralph W. Hodge 
James S. McKenzie 

Date 
Sept. 24, 1831 
Sept. 23, 1843 
Sept. 22, 1849 
Oct. 11, 1856 
Sept. 22, 1866 
Aug. 26, 1873 
Aug. 23-24, 1881 
Aug. 21-22, 1888 
Aug. 7-8, 1906 
Sept. 27-28, 1921 

Dec. 8, 1957 Mar. 10, 1976 
Apr. 17, 1977 Aug. 31, 1984 
July I, 1985 Jan. 31, 1987 
Nov. 1, 1988 

Associathmal Meetings 
at First Baptist Church 

Bethel Baptist Association 
Organized • 1825 

Moderator 
Reuben Ross 
Reuben Ross 
Reuben Ross 
R. Williams· 
A.D. Sears 
lno. F. Dagg 
Geo. F. Bagby 
John D. Clardy 
W.H. Harrison 
Robert C. Gary 

Annual Sermon 
John S. Wilson 
Samuel Baker 
R.T. Anderson 
J.R Manton 
W.W. Gardner 
E.N. Dicken 
W.C. Taylor 
J.G. Bow 
W.C. James 
W.W. Landrum 

Christian County Baptist Association 

Oct. 9, 1923 
Sept. 21-22, 1943 
Sept. 21, 1954 
Sept. 20, 1971 
Sept. 17, 1973 
Sept. 20, 1976 
Sept. 21, 1981 
Sept. 21, 1987 

Organizational Session 
Otho McCord 
J.J.Jenkins 
Norris Smith 
John R. Christian 
Leon Winchester 
John Petty 
Lonnie Wells 
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John R. Christian 
Earl Mitchell 
Norris Smith 
John R. Christian 
Ralph T. McConnell 
Owens E. McCain 
Kinnith Morris 



James Payne 
June 6, 1818 - Dec. 16, 1819 

The first minister of the Baptist Church of 
Jesus Christ New Providence meeting at.Hopkinsville 
(now First Baptist church), was James Payne. He was 
born in Loudon County, Virginia, August 19, 1776, 
the eldest child of William and Mary Grymes Payne, 
formerly of Fairfax County, Virginia. 

They settled in Clark County, Kentucky, 
where James Payne first preached at Elkhorn River 
Baptist Church, and in that county he married Judith 
B. Jameson, in 1797. Their seven children were: 
Jameson, Edward, Mary, Mahala, William, Nancy L. 
and Susan. 

James and Judith Payne moved to Christian 
County, Kentucky, about 1815, and settled on 200 
acres along the headwaters of Little River in the 
Fairview neighborhood. In 1817 they moved to the 
Union Schoolhouse precinct and lived in !.he vicinity 
of the presen: forks of the Newstead Road and 
Canton Pike. 

During the year and a half he served as 
minister at Hopkinsville, James Payne conducted 
services in the homes of church members, 
principally at the house of John Pursley. 

On March 12, 1820, he joined the Baptist 
Church at West Fork Meeting House, located near 
the present Todd County line on U.S. Highway 41. 
He asked for a letter of dismission on May 12, 1821. 

James Payne died in Christian County, in 
August 1823, and his wife Judith died in 1834. The 
location of their burials is unknown. 

"Oak Hill" 
Home of Elder William Tandy 

Hwy. #Hl27 between Pembroke and Fairview 
1993 
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WILLIAM TANDY 
DEC 7, 1820 - NOV. 8, 1823 

The second minister of the New Providence 
Church was Elder William Tandy, bom in Virginia, 
February 27, 1778, the son of Henry and Anne Mills 
Tandy, residents of Orange County, Virginia. 

Will Tandy came to Christian County in 
1809, and in November of that year he bought 600 
acres of land on Montgomery Creek about mid way 
between present day Fairview and Pembroke. There 
at "Oak Hill," as his homeplace became known, he 
built a handsome two-story log (later weatherboard) 
house in the Greek Revival order. This old 
landmark with its massive chimneys and a single bay 
double portico stands today as a proud sentinel on 
the landscape. He later acquired 600 acres on 
Sinking Fork of Little River and 520 acres on Elk 
Fork of Red River (now in Todd County). 

He married Elizabeth Dickinson Powell, 
November 25, 1810, and they had four sons: 
Richard Montgomery, John Dickinson, Augustus 
Henry and William Mason, and one daughter, Ann 
Quarles. Will and Elizabeth Tandy joined West Fork 
Baptist Church on February 13, 1813. On February 
10, 1816 they united with the new Bethel Baptist 
Church 

Following service as a soldier in the War of 
I 812, he returned to Christian County, where he 
farmed for the remainder of his life. In July 1816, 
he was ordained a minister (then called Elder) at 
Bethel Church, then located at Salubria Spring by 
Elders Jesse Brooks, Leonard Page, and Reuben 
Ross. In July, 1817, he became minister of Bethel 
Church. Six years later the congregation built a 
brick meeting house on Highway 115 one and a half 
miles north of Pembroke where he remained 
minister until 1826. 



Through his leadership the church (called 
New Providence) at Hopkinsville was organized June 
6, 1818. Will Tandy served as minister at the New 
Providence Church for almost three years and his 
economic independence caused him to refuse any 
monetary contribution from the church. 

After a lengthy illness which left his voice 
severely impaired, Elder Tandy died at his home 
October 12, 1838. He passed away just as the first 
caravans of Cherokee Indians were moving through 
Christian County in sight of his home along their 
famous "Trail of Tears." He is buried in a field 
south of and in front of his old home. 

Will and Elizabeth Tandy were the 
grandparents of William T. Tandy, President of First 
City Bank and Trust Company, 1911 - 1937 and a 
life long member of First Baptist Church, and the 
great grandparents of William L. Tandy, Houston, 
Texas banker and local library benefactor. 

William Christian Warfield 
Nov. 8, 1823 - Feb. 10, 1827 

Elder William C. Warfield, the third minister, 
was born at Lexington, Fayette County, Kentucky , 
in 1796, a son of Dr. Walter Warfield, a Major in the 
Continental Line in the Revolutionary War, and his 
wife Sarah Winston Christian. His maternal 
grandfather was Col. William Christian, the man for 
whom Christian County was named in 1796. 

He entered Transylvania University where he 
remained for six years, graduating in law. Soon 
after leaving the university, he stabbed a young man . 
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named Bradford, in the theater at Lexington. 
Believing the wound to be fatal, young Warfield fled 
by horseback riding all night and the next day until 
he reached Bardstown. Here he read law in the 
office of Judge John Rowan, the builder of Federal 
Hill, now known as "My Old Kentucky Horne." 
Warfield remained there until he learned that 
Bradford had recovered. 

In 1817, Jeremiah Vardeman visited 
Bardstown and the young lawyer was converted and 
united with the Baptist Church. He laid aside his law 
books and applied himself to the study of the Bible. 
Returning to Lexington, Warfield was instructed by 
Dr. James Fishback, who owned an extensive 
theological library. He was licensed to preach and 
was ordained into the ministry. 

Warfield entered the Princeton Theological 
Seminary; in New Jersey, where he spent two years. 
Upon his return to Lexington the young minister 
moved to Todd County where he married Racheal P. 
Edwards, February 13, 1822. She was born in 
Maryland on November 6, 1800, and died in 
Christian County, on October 7, 1828. They had 
two children: Matilda and William E. He married 
Joyce Duiguid, in Todd County, April 5, 183!, and 
they had one daughter, Sarah. 

On January 11, J 823, Elder Warfield 
was received by letter from N. E. Horn church, 
Scott county, into membership at New Providence 
church. He was ordained on July 12, and became 
pastor in November of that year. During his 
ministry here the church participated in the 
formation of Bethel Baptist Association and it 
remained a part of this group until the Christian 
County Baptist Association was formed in 1923. 

In l 825 Warfield became a member of Mt. 
Zion church near his home, in southwest Todd 
County. He preached at Salem church in Christian 
County from 1831 to 1835. 

During the course of a meeting he was 
conducting at Bethel Baptist Church, William C. 
Warfield died at the home of William Tandy, on 
November 3, 1835. The Salem and New Providence 
churches placed a stone crypt over his grave in the 
Duiguid - Mimms graveyard. It is located on the 
Maurice Chester farm in Todd County, .9 of a mile 
from Trenton on Highway 104 South. 

Mrs. John C. Clardy, a member at Salem 
Baptist Church spoke of him "as one of the ablest 
champions of Baptist faith and doctrine; firm in hls 
devotion to his cause; preaching from house to 
house, or under the trees, and making converts to 
religion by his untiring labor." 



Robert Rutherford 
Apr. 10, 1827 - Jan. 5, 1833 

The fourth New Providence minister was 
Robert Rutherford, a bachelor, and native of 
Scotland, born in 1785. He was an ardent co
laborer with Reuben Ross in the early work of the 
Bethel Association . Rutherford was a well-educated 
Scotchman, with a rich brogue and great pulpit 
earnestness. In addition to his pastoral duties, he did 
much missionary work in Southern Kentucky. 

Ministers of this period filled the pulpit one 
Sunday a month. Thus one preacher might pastor 
several churches at the same time. Rutherford 
served at Mt. Zion, in Todd County 1825 - 1827; 
1833 - 1841, and at Salem church from 1827 until 
1830 and from 1837 until his death. 

The Salem and New Providence Churches 
placed a monument at his grave, but the location is 
not known. Rutherford died September 11, 184 L 

James Madison Pendleton D.D. 
Mar. 2, 1833 - Dec. 3, 1836 

J. M. Pendleton, the fifth minister of the New 
Providence Church, was born in Spottsylvania 
County, Virginia November 20, 1811, and died at 
Bowling Green, Kentucky, March 5, 1891. He was a 
son of John and Frances J. Thompson Pendleton, 
who settled on a 300 acre farm near present-day 
Pembroke, in 1812. 

On April 14, 1829, he was baptized and in 
February 1831, was ordained to the ministry. His 
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frrst sermon was at West Union Church (now located 
at Gracey), at Belleview, seven miles west of 
Hopkinsville, in September 1831. Further schooling 
included study under Robert T. Anderson, at 
Russellville, and with Professor James D. Rumsey at 
Hopkinsville. While serving the Hopkinsville 
church, Pendleton boarded in the home of Dr. 
Augustine Webber, located at the northwest corner 
of 13th and Bethel Streets. 

In 1833, Pendleton became pastor at Bethel 
and New Providence, giving two Sundays a month to 
each. His salary was $100 a year from each church 
and he became the first southern Kentucky minister 
to abstain from another occupation . 

J. M. Pendleton pastored churches at 
Bowling Green 1837-1849, 1850-1856; Russellville, 
1849-1850; Murfreesboro, Tn. 1856-1862; 
Hamilton, Ohio, 1862-1865; and Upland, Penn., 
1865-1883. 

In October 1837, Pendleton aided in the 
organization of the General Association of Baptists 
in Kentucky, at Louisville. He attended the Jubilee 
meeting of the association, one of six survivors of 
the original group. While in Murfreesboro, Dr. 
Pendleton was Professor of Theology at Union 
University. 

When the War Between the States struck the 
land, Pendleton favored gradual emancipation and 
realizing the strong sentiment surrounding him, 
made his way north. In Pennsylvania, he became an 
active manager of the American Baptist Publication 
Society, and aided in founding Crozer Theological 
Seminary. 

Pendleton married Catherine Garnett of 
Glasgow, Kentucky, in March, 1838, and a gala 
golden wedding anniversary reception was given in 
their honor at Bowling Green fifty years later. They 
had five children: John M. Pendleton, Confederate 
casualty in the Battle of Perryville, Kentucky, 
October, 1862, Garnett Pendleton, of Philadlphia, 
and three daughters. 

At retirement the aged couple returned to 
Bowling Green and at death they were buried in 
Fairview Cemetery there. His fluid pen produced 
nine religious books including his autobiography, 
published in 1890. 



John Hubbard 
Feb. 4, 1837 - Mar~ 3, 1838 

John Hubbard the sixth minister to serve the 
Hopkinsville church, was born in Virginia March 25, 
1796, and died near Hopkinsville, March 11, 1843, 
He married Diana C Williams, 1811 - 1852, and 
they had four children: Betty S, Faulkner, Mary W, 
Hays, Luther R and John Hubbard, 

The family moved to Christian County in 
1836, and in November of that year John Hubbard 
bought a 365 acre farm for $5,000, It was located 
on the Clarksville Road at Little River and near the 
stone school house, Five of his slaves namely, 
David, George, Jerry, Milly, and Mary, were received 
into New Providence Church by Baptism, on May 6, 
1837, 

Elder Hubbard occupied the pulpit one 
Sunday a month for which he was paid $44,50 for a 
year, Though solicltedl to preach, he felt that his 
mission was to exhort, So gifted was he in this 
service, thai he was often invited to assist pastors in 
protracted meetings, He exhortations after sermons 
were powerful and effective, 

Hubbard, along with his family, is one of 
four First Baptist ministers burled in Riverside 
Cemetery, His last surviving son, John Hubbard, a 
very successful seed dealer in Evansville, bequeathed 
upon his death in 1925, $10,000, to Jennie Stuart 
Memorial Hospital for the Hubbard Memorial Fund, 
This fundi aids less fortunate patients in surgical and 
hospital expenses, 
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Robert T. Anderson 
May 5, 1838 - Jan, 1, 1842 

Robert T, Anderson, son of John Anderson, 
a prominent and influential Baptist, was born in 
Carolina County, Virginia, April 9, 1792, He 
completed his classical education in the school of 
Rev, ML Nelson, At the age of 23, he married ills 
cousin, Martha L "Patsy" Lowery, who was born in 
Virginia, in 1792, They had four children: Peter, 
Cornelius, Elizabeth and Martha, 

Three years after their marriage the couple 
moved to Green County, Kentucky, There in 1821, 
he professed religion, and was baptized by William 
Warder, In 1828, they moved to Adair County, 
Kentucky, and united with Mt Gilead church, where 
he was ori:lained to the ministry, 

In 1830, Anderson located in Russellville 
where he established and taught a school, another 
profession he followed for the remainder of his life, 
There he operated a department for the deaf and be 
conducted a similar school later in Hopkinsville, He 
operated schools at several locations within the 
Bethel Baptist Association, and preached to churches 
near his residence, 

Anderson's first pastorate was at Pleasant 
Grove church, in Logan County, Kentucky, in 1830, 
He served as minister at Hopewell church, Robertson 
County, Tennessee, 1832 - 1834; Keysburg in 
Logan County, 1834 - 1838; Hopkinsville, 1838 -
1842, where he preached two Sundays a month for 
an annual salary of $350; Olivet at Garretsburg, 
1839 - 1852; West Union at Belleview, 1841 - 1854; 
Salem, 1842 - 1850; Locust Grove, 1842 - 1847; 
and at Pleasant Grove in Caldwell County until his 
death, He organized a Baptist church at Elk Water 
School House, in 1846, one mile from Church Hill 
(now South Union Church), 

The "teacher-preacher" moved to 
Hopkinsville in 1840 where he operated a private 
school with a department for deaf students, In 1842 
the family moved to Garretsburg and there he 
condluctedl a school until his death, In addlitlon to 
his pastoral and teaching services, he performed 
more labor among the destitute than any other 
preacher in Bethel Association in his day, 

In the winter of 1854, Anderson conducted 
an extensive revival at Pleasant Grove church in 
Caldwell County, During the inclement season he 
contracted a severe cold and was stricken with 
neuralgia in the right arm, He died of apoplexy on 
June 8, 1854, The location of his place of burial is 
unknown, 



Thomas Goucher Keen, D. D, 
Jan. 1, 1842 - Mar. 1846 

1864 - ~Iar. 1884 

Thomas G. Keen, served as minister of !he 
Hopkinsville Baptist Church a total of 24 years - !he 
longest tenure in the history of this church. He was 
also !he l1rst full-time minister to serve this church. 
During his Hrst term of service, the congregation 
constructed a new church at 11th and Main Street 
The building was remodeled in 1883 and used until 
December 1894 when the 14th and Main structure 
was dedicated. 

Dr. Keen was born at Philadelphia, Pa., 
November 4, 1815, and was educated at what later 
became Madison University. He moved south in 
young man..'l.ood and was present at the constitution 
of the General Association of Baptists in Kentucky 
in 1837. Ordained to the ministry at First Baptist 
Church, Nashville, in 1840, he came to Hopkinsville 
at the end of the following year. In 1848, 
Georgetown College conferred on him the degree of 
A.M., and Bethel Female College, where he served as 
President, 1864 - 1866, awarded the degree of D.D. 
The Keen family lived at the college during his 
presidency. 

In July, 1867, Dr. Keen bought from 
another Baptist minister, William B. Walker, a "house 
and Jot," located on the west side of Campbell Street 
extending between 11th and 12th. Here the Keen 
family resided until he sold the house in April, 
1882. 

Additional churches pastored by Dr. Keen 
included; Maysville, 1846 - 1847; Second Baptist, 
Louisville, 1847 - 1849; Mobile, Ala., 1849 - 1855; 
Petersburg, Va., 1855 - 1864; and returning to 
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Hopkinsville he served this 1864 - 1884. 
During his record tenure here, he also pastored two 
country churches, West Union, 1866 - 1867, and 
Bethel, 1867 - 1870. Dr. Keen was much beloved 
by the congregation at Hopkinsville. He was 
devoted to preaching the gospel, !hough modest and 
retiring in his disposition. 

Thomas G. Keen died in Evansville, Ind., 
August 21, 1887, at the home of his daughter, Mis. 
E.C. (Fannie Keen) Roach. Following funeral 
services at the Baptist Church in Hopkinsville, he was 
buried in Riverside Cemetery. 

Samuel Baker D.D. 
1846 · June 1850 

Samuel Baker, the moving force in the 
establishment of Bethel Female College, served as 
!he ninth pastor at Hopkinsville for four years. He 
was born in CQunty Sussex, England, October 2, 
1812, received Ills early education and clerked in a 
general merchandise store. 

In 1834, he came to the United States and 
settled in upper Alton, Illinois. Converted and 
baptized a year before leaving England, Baker soon 
found acceptance among local Baptists. They 
licensed him to preach, and he entered Shurlleff 
College for three years of literary and theological 
study. 

Following his ordination in 1837, the 
"immigrant citizen" served as pastor at Cape 
Girardeau, Missouri, 1837 - 1839; at Shelbyville, 
Kentucky, 1839 - 1841; at Russellville, Kentucky; 
1841 -1846; at Hopkinsville, 1846 - 1850; First 
Baptist, Nashville, Tennessee, 1850 - 1853; 
Williamsburg, New York, 1854 - 1865; Wabash 



Avenue Church, Chicago, 1865 - 1868; Evansville, 
Indiana, 1868 - 1869; Herkimer Street Baptist 
Church, Brooklyn, New York, 1869 - 1872; and 
Russellville, Kentucky, 1872- 1885. 

The first year at Hopkinsville, Baker 
preached once a month, after which he was called 
for full time at $650 a year. Samuel Baker launched 
the drive for the organization of a female high 
school in 1849 tllrough a report given at the annual 
meeting of the Bethel Baptist Association. By 1853 
the association was taking direct action toward the 
formation of the school which occurred in April, 
1854. 

In December, 1846, Baker and his wife 
bought a home located on a four acre lot on the west 
side of South Maln Street, from David Banks. In 
March, 1850, they acquired a ten acre adjoining lot, 
later the campus of Bethel Female College, from 
Strother J. Hawkins. William T. Buckner bought 
their home and lots when the Bakers departed 
Hopkinsville. 

Samuel Baker was a man of superior mental 
endowments and unusual literary and theological 
learning. He was noted for his profound and 
accurate knowledge of the Bible and of church 
history. His devotion to study led him to gather a 
personal library of 2,500 books. Although 
handicapped by a serious speech defect, Baker 
gained recognition as an outstanding preacher. 
During his Nashville pastorate, he recerved the 
degree of D. D. from Union University. ~~ 1851, 
the Southern Baptist Conventron meetmg m 
Nashville, organized a Bible Board, (now the Sunday 
School Board), and elected Baker as Board 
president. 

After years of ministry in the north, Dr. 
Baker returned to Kentucky to devote his remaining 
years at Russellville. He died there on June 12, 
1888, and is buried in Maple Grove Cemetery. 

Home of Dr. ami Mrs. A.D. Sears 
15117 South Main Street 
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Achilles DeGrasse Sears, D.D. 
July 1850 - June 1862 

A. D. Sears was called to pastor the 
Hopkinsville Church from his service as General 
Agent for the General Association of Baptists in 
Kentucky. His annual salary here was $650, 
increased to $750 in 1851, and to $1,150 in 1857. 
During his ministry the first Sunday School was 
organized, July 6, 1851, the Black members of the 
church formed their own congregation (now 
Virginia Street Baptist Church), in 1851, and Bethel 
Female High School (later College) was established 
in April, 1854, with construction completed in 
March, 1857. 

Dr. Sears was born in Halifax County, 
Virginia, January 1, 1804, of Norman descent. He 
was named for the French Admiral Francois de 
Grasse, whose 24-ship French fleet blocked the 
escape of the British army under the command of 
Lord Cornwallis from Yorktown, thus ending the 
Revolutionary War. In 1823, young Sears moved to 
Bourbon County, Kentucky, where he read law and 
opened a practice. He married Ann B. Bowie, 
March 25, 1828, in Burbon County, and they had 
one surviving daughter, Mrs. Marietta Major. 

On July 19, 1838, the couple were baptized 
at Bryant's Station in Elkhorn River. Licensed to 
preach in 1839, he was ordained at David's Fork 
Baptist Church in Fayette County, in February, 
1840. A biographer stated that "his handsome 
appearance, courtly manners, generous nature and 
bright intellect made him popular in all circles and 
his way to success was clearly marked." 

His ministry was launched with preaching 
once a month at Georgetown and Forks of Elkhorn, 
and holding protracted meetings. In December, 



1840, he moved to Flemingsburg and was appointed 
missionary of Bracken Association, serving two 
years. In July, 1842, he conducted an eight weeks 
meeting at First Baptist Church, Louisville, in which 
125 people were baptized. Dr. Sears served that 
church as minister from September, 1842, until July, 
1849, when he became agent for the State General 
Association of Baptists. In this work he spent one 
year traveling, preaching, and building up the 
Baptist cause throughout Kentucky. One of these 
meetings was held at Hopkinsville, thus the call caine 
to serve this church. 

Dr. Sears served the Hopkinsville church for 
twelve years during which time he baptized about 
300 persons, and he also pastored at Salem Church, 
1850- 1851. He took a leading part in establishing 
Bethel College at Russellville and made the motion 
at a meeting of the Bethel Baptist Association to 
organize Bethel Female College at Hopkinsville. 

Two years after the arrival of Dr. and Mrs. 
Sears in Hopkinsville they bought a lot at the corner 
of South Main and Boyd's Landing Road (now West 
15th Street), and there in 1852 built a two story 
brick home. This old landmark was later owned by 
Stephen E. Trice, founder and first President of 
Planters Bank, and J. Waller Downer, attorney, and 
was the location of Harton Funeral Home, later 
Keightley Funeral Home, and is now an annex of the 
Pennyroyal Mental Health Center. 

The coming of the War Between the States 
ended his ministry in Kentucky. Dr. Sears was a 
man of pronounced views on every subject and one 
who always had the courage of his convictions. He 
was intensely southern in sentiment and said so 
openly. The church was divided on the question, the 
town divided, the feeling bitter, and with Federal 
forces in military control, he resigned and had to 
abandon his home and seek freedom and safety in 
the South. 

Dr. Sears spent four years preaching at 
Macon, Georgia, and Columbus, Mississippi, and 
serving as missionary of the Southern Baptist Board, 
preaching to Confederate soldiers. He was 
forbidden by General Burbridge to return to 
Hopkinsville at the close of the war so he settled at 
Clarksvllle, Tennessee, where he served as minister 
from January, 1866, until his death. During this 
quarter century Dr. Sears was active in the Knights 
Templar, the Odd Fellows, and chaplain of Forbes 
Bivonuc, a social organization of Confederate 
Veterans at Clarksville. 

In the 87th year of his age, Dr. Sears died in 
Clarksville, after a brief illness, on June 15, 1891. 
Dr. and Mrs. Sears are buried in Greenwood 
Cemetery, Clarksville. 
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John Newton Prestridge D.D. 
May 15, 1884 - June 2, 1889 

John Newton Prestridge, D. D., was born in 
Selma, Alabama, February 5, 1853. He attended 
Howard College, Birmingham, Alabama, 1869 -
1871, and the Southern Baptist Theological 
Seminary, Louisville ,Kentucky, 1879 - 1883. The 
D. D. degree was confered upon him in 1900 by 
three schools; Furman University, South Carolina, 
Georgetown College, Georgetown and Bethel 
College, Russellville, Kentucky. 

Dr. Prestridge pastored churches at New 
Castle and Burk's Branch, Kentucky 1882 - 1884; 
Hopkinsvllle, 1884 - 1889; San Antonio, Texas, 
1889 - 1890; and Winchester, Kentucky, 1891 -
1894. While at Hopkinsvllle he introduced the 
importance of Foreign Missions and he organized 
the first "GA" under the name of "Aurelia Gueterez" 
Society. 

While serving as President of Cumberland 
College, Williamsburg, Kentucky 1894 - 1898, he 
founded and was editor of the Kentucky Baptist 
Publication, The Argus, in October 1897. Dr. 
Prestridge aided in organizing The Baptist World 
Publishing Co., which bought The Argus, and began 
publishing Baptist World May l, 1908. He was 
President of this company from 1908 until his 
death. 

Dr. Prestridge is credited as one of the 
promoters of the Baptist World Congress which met 
in London, England, July 1905, at which the Baptist 
World Alliance was organized. He served as first 
American Secretary of the alliance from 1905 until 
1913. 



While serving as minister at Hopkinsville, he 
met and on May 17, 1887, married Fannie Clardy, 
of Newstead. She was the daughter of U. S. 
Congressman Dr. John D. Clardy and Anne Bacon 
Clardy. Their home "Oakland" is now the popular 
bed and breakfast, "Oakland Manor." Dr. and Mrs. 
Prestridge had no children. He died in Louisville, 
October 29, 1913, and is buried at Riverside 
Cemetery, Hopkinsville. 

Charles Harrison Nash D.D. 
June l, 1890 - Sept. 1, 1906 

Charles H. Nash, D.D., the inspiration for 
constructing the stone church, was born at Norfolk, 
Virginia, January 4, 1854, a son of Joseph and 
Evelina Howard Nash. In young manhood he 
worked as a railroad agent and telegraph operator. 
At the age of 28 he entered the ministry and 
enrolled at Richmond College (now the University 
of Richmond). As a student minister Dr. Nash 
served the High Hills Baptist Church in Essex 
County, Virginia and later the West End Baptist 
Church, Petersburg, Virginia. 

In 1878 he married Betty Chambliss, a native 
of Greens ville County, Virginia, and a daughter of 
Confederate Brig. Gen. John Randolph Chambliss 
Jr. Her father was a graduate of West Point Military 
Academy, class of 1853, and was later a planter and 
owner of a Thoroughbred horse farm. He was killed 
near Richmond, August 16, 1864. Betty was 
christened by General Robert E. Lee. Charles and 
Betty Nash had three children, Charles H. Jr., May, 
and Effie. 
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The family moved to Louisville, Kentucky in 
1885 where he attended Southern Baptist 
Theological Seminary for four years and served as 
pa5tor of the Baptist Church at Bardstown. Dr. Nash 
and his family moved to Hopkinsville in 1890. 

In July, 1891, he preached a sermon on the 
subject of building a new church and opened 
voluntary subscriptions for the structure. Under 
many discouragements he led the work on to 
success. Giving nearly one-third of his own salary, 
he set an example that his members were ashamed 
not to emulate and they responded again and again. 

Dr. Nash was one of three First Baptist 
ministers to attend the organizational meeting of the 
Baptist World Alliance in London in 1905. In 1906 
he resigned and accepted the call of the First Baptist 
Church, Temple, Texas, where he remained for two 
years. His last pastorate was at Hawkinsville, 
Georgia, serving there for three years. 

lll heaith forced his retirement in 1911, and 
the couple retired to Greensboro, North Carolina, to 
live near their daughter Effie Harrison. They 
became members of First Baptist Church and he 
devoted his retirement years to writing religious 
articles for the Biblical Record. Dr. Nash died in 
Greensboro, January 25, 1937, and Mrs. Nash died 
on May 5, 1944. They are buried in Forest Lawn 
Cemetery, Greensboro. 

Minard A. Jenkens, Sr., D.D. 
Nov. 18, 1906 - Dec. 27, 1908 

M. A. Jenkens pastored the Hopkinsville 
Church for two years, with a membership growth of 
over 150 persons. He came here at the age of 34, a 



widower, and created "quite a stir" among the 
available young ladies of the town. During his 
pastorate the Sunday School annex was constructed 
on the east side of the main auditorium. Jenkens 
was conferred the degree of D.D. by Bethel Female 
College while he was in Hopkinsville. 

Dr. Jenkens, a native of Buncombe County, 
North Carolina, was born on a farm near Biltmore, 
November 17, 1872, a son of Alford Jefferson and 
Nancy Jones Jenkens. His father fought in the War 
Between the States as a member of the North 
Carolina 26th Regiment. Their farm was part of the 
original land grant awarded his great-grandfather, 
William Jenkens for service rendered as a Captain in 
the Continental Line. He was reared on the 
mountain home farm and at an early age he joined 
the Methodist Church, later becoming a Baptist. He 
attended Bent Creek High School and Sand Hill 
Academy and then went to Judson College for three 
years and then completed his formal education at 
Wake Forest College. Supplementing his college 
education, Dr. Jenkens traveled extensively, making 
a trip to the initial meeting of the Baptist World 
Alliance in London in 1905, and also the meeting in 
Copenhagen in 1923. 

Ordained by the French Broad Baptist 
Church, Asheville, North Carolina, in September 
1892, he was a book seller, country school teacher, 
and evangelist before pastoring his first church at 
Biltmore, North Carolina, 1891 - 1892. His pastoral 
ministry included: Waynesville, North Carolina, 
1893 - 1895, where he edited the North Carolina 
Baptist; Tattnall Square Baptist Church, located on 
the grounds of Mercer University, Macon, Georgia, 
1896 - 1898; East Side church, Macon, 1899 -
1901; Dublin, Georgia, 1902 - 1905; Hopkinsville, 
Kentucky, 1906 - 1908; Athens Georgia, 1909 -
1910; Owensboro, Kentucky, 1911, where he fought 
and won a stormy and vigorous local option election 
campaign; 22nd and Walnut Street church, 
Louisville, Kentucky, 1912 - 1913; Calvary Baptist 
church, Asheville, North Carolina, 1914 - 1915; and 
Abilene, Texas, 1915 - 1947. 

Dr. Jenkens actively participated in the faith 
by serving as President of the Executive Board of 
the Texas Generai Convention; the Sunday School 
Board, trustee of Hardin - Simmons University; and 
he was founder and trustee of the Texas Baptist 
Sanatorium. He authored "Archangel Death," 
"Sunday School for the Times," and "Special Day 
Sermons." In Texas he was an Odd Fellow, a 
member of the Abilene Texas Civic Club, and the 
Knights of Pythias. 

On Christmas Day, 1896, Jenkens married 
Maryetta Sales, of Fletcher, North Carolina. The 
couple met while they were classmates at Judson 
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College. She was very active in church work, 
especially helpful in caring for sick soldiers home 
from the Spanish-American War. From them she 
contracted black measles and died on May 6, 1899. 
In 1905 Dr. Jenkens met Margaret Holman, of 
Athens, Georgia. They were married June 14, 1911, 
and the couple had four children: Margaret 
Edelweiss, Mildred Luelle, Holman, and Millard 
Alford Jr. 

On February 7, 1955, Dr. Jenkens was 
named Pastor Emeritus of the First Baptist Church, 
Abilene, and he died on April 24, 1962. 

Calvin Miles Thompson . 
June 13, 1909 · Oct. 31, 1918 

Calvin M. Thompson Sr., was born in 
Muskingum County, Ohio, November 19, 1866; and 
died at Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, July 17, 1944. In 
boyhood he moved with his parents, Charles and 
Sarah Thompson, to Louisville, Kentucky, where he 
attended Louisville Male High School. 

The Walnut Street Church, Louisville, 
licensed him to preach February 4, 1885, and 
ordained him June 24, 1888. As assistant pastor at 
Walnut Street Church, he lead in the establishment of 
the "B" Street Mission which became Third A venue 
Baptist Church. He attended Southern Baptist 
Theological Seminary, receiving the Th.B. and 
Th.M. degrees, the latter in 1898. 

Thompson held short pastorates in Clayton, 
New York and Clarksburg, West Virginia, after which 
he became minister of Portland Avenue Baptist 



Church, Louisville, in 1895, and of Baptist 
Tabernacle, Louisville,in 1896. 

After serving two years as editor of the 
Western Recorder, and president of the Baptist Book 
Concern, 1907 - 1909, Thompson became minister 
at Hopkinsville. During his later two-year pastorate 
at First Baptist Church, Winchester, Kentucky, he was 
elected corresponding secretary of Kentucky 
Baptists, serving 1921 - 1938. He was moderator of 
the General Association of Baptists in Kentucky, 
1911 - 1913. 

Dr. Thompson married Clara Belle Morrison 
December 27, 1888. They had six children : Helen, 
Clara Belle, who served as President of Bethel 
Female College, 1916 - 1917; Dr. Calvin M. 
Thompson Jr., Will Thompson, John Morrison 
Thompson and W. Scott Thompson. 

Dr. Thompson was a good minister, an 
excellent preacher, and a man of great executive 
ability. 

Leonard Weakley Doolan D.D. 
Feb. 16, 1919 - May 17, 1924 

Leonard W. Doolan was born at Finchville, 
Shelby County, Kentucky, May 13, 1872, and died 
near Lonisville, January 13, 1943. He was one of 
eleven children of Thomas Jefferson and Rowena 
Elizabeth Weakley Doolan, both of whom were 
teachers. 

He attended Shelby Academy, received the 
A.B. degree from Central University of Kentucky, 
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studied at Rochester Theological Seminary, and 
received the Th.D. degree from Southern Baptist 
Theological Seminary. 

Ordained in 1897, Dr. Doolan taught 
chemistry at Central University of Kentucky, 1893 -
1894; Greek, 1894 - 1895; President, of Hardin 
Collegiate Institution, Elizabethtown, Kentucky, 
1895 - 1897; pastored churches at Madison, Indiana, 
and Henderson, Kentucky, to 1904; Professor of 
Hebrew and Practical Theology at Baylor University, 
1904 - 1907; pastor in Louisville, Bowling Green, 
Columbus, Ohio, and Hopkinsville to 1924; Danville, 
1924 - 1935; and Lyndon, Kentucky. 

Dr. Doolan married Elizabeth Todd Hodges, 
of Louisville, October 23, 1901, and they had three 
children: Mrs. W. Oglesby (Elizabeth) Soyars, 
Leonard W., and Mrs. Preston (Rowena) Lewis. He 
authored "The Scarlet Threod • Salvation Stories," 
and was a lesson writer for the Sunday School 
Board. He also served as a trustee at Southern 
Baptist Theological Seminary. 

While Dr. Doolan served as pastor at 
Hopkinsville, the 75 million Campaign was put on in 
the church, and the quota of $75,000 was paid in 
full. In the summer of 1923 the church bought a 
Willis - Knight automobile, for $1,550, and placed it 
into service for church and ministerial activities. 

Perry Crumpton Walker D.D. 
Nov. 10, 1924 - Sept. 10, 1947 

Dr. Perry Crumpton "Crump" Walker, 
minister, missionary, and World War I veteran, was 
born at Evergreen, Alabama, September 22, 1887. 
He held the longest contenuous tenure of any First 



Baptist minister - 22 years and ten months. 

After graduation from Southern Baptist 
Theological Seminary where he was a member of 
Phi Gamma Mu science fraternity, Dr. Walker served 
as a chaplain in World War I. He worked in the 
Panama Canal Zone under the Home Mission Board 
for two years after the war. 

Dr. Walker pastored congregations at 
Blufton, Indiana, Cochran; Georgia; Columbiana 
and Ashland, Alabama; and at Greenville, 
Mississippi, prior to coming to Hopkinsville. His last 
pastorate was at Pembroke, Kentucky, 1947 - 1952. 

Dr. "Crump" Walker was regarded as a 
powerful pulpiteer, a strong willed church executive 
and a loving pastor. During his ministry at 
Hopkinsville, Dr. Walker baptized over 700 persons, 
he married over 1,200 couples, and he conducted 
over 1,500 funerals. He married Edna Taylor, of 
Cochran, Georgia, on March 4, 1914. They reared 
an adopted son Jack. Dr. Walker died at his home 
on the Cadiz Road, April 15, 1967, and is buried in 
Riverside Cemetery. 

William Peyton Thurman 
Dec. 14, 1947 - Aug. 31, 1957 

Dr. Peyton Thurman was pastor at 
Hopkinsville for nearly ten years, a period of 
progress emphasized by the completion of the new 
educational building in 1953. 

A native of Louisville, Dr. Thurman was 
born September 27, 1913. He graduated from 

37 

Georgetown College in 1938, received the M. A. 
degree in 1941 and his Ph.D. degree in 1948, both 
from the Southern Baptist Theological Seminary, 
Louisville. 

His pastorates have included: Evergreen 
Church, Frankiin County, 1938 - 1944; Russellville, 
1944 - 1947; and Belmont Baptist Church, 
Charlottesville, Virginia, 1972 - 1978. He served as 
Dean of Students at Southern Baptist Theological 
Seminary, 1957 - 1972. 

Dr. Thurman married Mary Jane Cubbage, 
of Leitchfield, Kentucky, on June 19, 1942. She was 
a student at Bethel Woman's College, Hopkinsville, 
1939 - 1941, and served as President of the Bethel 
Alumni Association. 

Dr. and Mrs. Thurman have two children: 
Jane Anderson, whose husband Douglas Anderson is 
Director of the Family Life Ministry with the Baptist 
Sunday School Board in Nashville, and Bill 
Thurman, an attorney in Lexington. The Thurmans 
are now living in retirement in Louisville, Kentucky. 

Sidney M. Maddox 
Dec. 8, 1957 - Mar. 10, 1976 

Sidney M. Maddox, who led First Baptist 
through its most extensive building program, was 
born in Santa Monica, California, July 19, 1916, the 
third child of a Baptist Minister. He received the A. 
B. degree from the University of Redlands in 1940, 
and the Th. M. degree from Southern Baptist 
Theological Seminary, in 1943. While at the 
Seminary he pastored churches at Hanson and 
Robards, Kentucky. 



His other pastorates included: Las Cruces, 
New Mexico, 1944 - 1949; Stillwater, Oklahoma, 
1949 - 1957; Twelfth Street Church, Paducah, 
Kentucky, 1976 - 1982; and Lockeland Church, 
Nashville, Tennessee, 1983- 1985. 

During his Hopkinsville pastorate, "Sid" 
Maddox directed the church through the 
establishment of a mission - now Hillcrest Baptist 
Church, in 1960; and the building of a new 
sanctuary, 1964 - 1965. He served on the 
Hopkinsville School Board, 1961 - 1963; and was 
active in the P. T. A., the United Givers Fund, and 
was a member of the Rotary Club. 

He married Dorothy McKinley of 
Phillipsburg, Kansas, and they have three daughters: 
Lynne, Carol, and Sara. They now live in retirement 
in Nashville, Tennessee. 

David M. Gardner 
April 17, 1977 - Aug. 31, 1984 

Dr. David M. Gardner, a native of 
Owensboro, Kentucky, was born August 15, 1938, 
and spent his childhood in Louisville and 
Covington. He received the B.A. degree from 
Georgetown College, in 1960; the B.D. degree, 
1963; the Master of Divinity degree, 1968; and the 
Doctor of Ministry degree, 1976, all from the 
Southern Baptist Theological Seminary. 

Pastorates, in addition to First Baptist, 
Hopkinsville, included: West Point, Munfordville, 
Columbia, and Greenvllle, all in Kentucky. Since 
1990 Dr. Gardner has served as minister of East 
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View Baptist Church, located on US 68 west of 
Fairview. 

Dr. Gardner has held various offices in the 
local and state Baptist associations and he has served 
on the Board of Trustees of Campbellsville College 
and Georgetown College. He has served as Camp 
Pastor at Cedarmore; and has conducted revivals and 
participated in several mission preaching trips 
throughout the eastern part of the country. 

Dr. Gardner first married Barbara Shelton of 
Covington, Kentucky, and their three chJidren are 
Mark, Lisa, and Amy. His second wife is Susan 
Spain Williamson Gardner. 

In addition to his pastorate at East View, Dr. 
Gardner owns and operates Gardner Wall paper, a 
wholesale and retail business, headquartered in 
Hopkinsville. 

Ralph W. Hodge 
July 1, 1985 - Jan. 31, 1987 

Dr. Ralph Hodge served a year and a half as 
First Baptist minister. He was born on October 26, 
1943 and grew up in Corbin, Kentucky. After 
serving for three years in the 82nd Airborne 
Division_ of the U.S. Army at Fort Bragg, North 
Carolina, 1961 - 1964, he entered the ministry as 
Assistant Pastor at 20th Street Baptist Church, 
Corbin, Kentucky. He was ordained to the ministry 
on July 3, 1966, at the Central Baptist Church, 
Corbin. 

In 1968 Dr. Hodge received his B.S. degree 
in Pre-Law from Cumberland College, Williamsburg, 



Kentucky. The Master of Divinity degree was 
awarded in 1974 by Southern Baptist Theological 
Seminary and he received the Doctor of Ministry 
degree in 1978 from Luther Rice Seminary, 
J acksonviUe, Florida. 

Dr. Hodge served as minister of Hopewell 
Baptist Church, Corbin, Kentucky 1966 - 1967, Mt. 
Zion Church, 1967 - 1969, Hopewell Baptist Church, 
Jeffersontown, Kentucky, 1969 - 1972, and 
Bethlehem Baptist Church, Louisville, 1972 - 1985. 
He was active in the Long Run Association and the 
Kentucky Baptist Convention and has published 
numerous articles in various religious magazines. 

This youngest of recent First Baptist 
ministers now resides in Nashville with hls wife June. 
They have one daughter, Christy. He is currently 
Editor of the Discipleship Training Magazine for 
the Baptist Sunday School Board. 

'Ille present rflipJster of First Dl!lfYUM c:hwrch. 
Jarnes Ste~N:art '9VaE born 
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In 1970 - 1971, he served as Direc!or of 
Education and Youth at Bowles Memorial Baptist 
Church, Grand Prairie, Texas. For two years, he was 
Co-Director of Crescent Hill Day Care Center and 
then pastored the First Baptist Church, Russell, 
Kentucky, 1973 - 1988. 

Jim McKenzie is active in the local 
association and the Kentucky Baptist Convention 
where he has served on the State Executive Board 
and has participated in camp pastoral service at 
Cedarmore and Ridgecrest. He married Jennifer 
Lowe December 22, 1963, and they have three 
child;en, Sean Kelly, Brian Stewart, and Darin 
Michael. 

The current minister continues the long 
tradition of pastoral leadership of twenty-one men 
across a century and three quarters given in service 
to the congregation of First Baptist Church. Each m 
his own personality, ability, and style of ministerial 
qualities has contributed significantly to the life of 
this church. 

R'~onunneilllt .at th.g: g:ra\Je of 

Dlit. Thor!:m§ Q~. Kif:'lm~ RlweJt§ide c~ITilll~lle"~ 



First lhplisl Church· 191!1 
14th Street Side Door Entrance 

Ground Breaking for The Christian Life Center 
April 1, 1979 

Bethel Fem•le College 
Circa 11170 

First Baptist Church aerial view looking Northeast 
1974 
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Wedding of Dorothy Wolfe and 
John B. Southard, Sanctuary of 
§tone Church, June 20, 1946. 

The only known photograph which 
features the old pipe organ. 
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