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January 10th 

GETTING PREPARED TO SEEK GOD 
 

Scripture 

“Now set your heart and your soul to seek the LORD your God.” (1 
Chronicles 22:19) 
 

Devotion 
King David, the aged, is tenderly giving advice to his son, Solomon, who 
will shortly inherit his throne.  Did you notice two things in particular 

about David’s statement?  First, he commanded Solomon to seek the 
LORD.  Too often in our Christian teaching we leave the impression that 
once we have found God in conversion, we no longer need to seek 
Him.  Having discovered Him, we no longer need to pursue Him.  
However, this inference flies in the face of the entire Scripture.  God is 
near for the Christian, but still He must be sought.  Psalm 105:4 declares, 
“Seek the LORD and His strength; seek His face evermore!”  If you have 
found God, the very great likelihood is that you will not find much more 
of Him unless you “seek His face ever-more!” 
 
Second, David commands Solomon to set his heart.  Setting the heart 
implies a determination, a focused energy, an exerted effort to apply 
oneself in seeking God.  This does not happen by accident.  At times in a 
Christian’s or a church’s life, they must make a concerted effort to set 
their heart to seek God.  That’s what we’re doing to start the New Year 
—we’re preparing ourselves to seek the Lord, we’re setting our heart to 
draw closer to Him.   
 
This 14-day guide will walk through some key points to prepare ourselves 
toward that end.   As you go through each of these devotions, let the 
LORD stir you, motivate you, and examine you.  As you do, may you 
have an increasing focus on Jesus.  May you be filled with an 
expectation about what the Lord will do in your life and that of our 
church. 
 

Prayer 

Father, would You help me get focused on You deliberately and 
intensely over the next couple of weeks?  Would You spur me on to seek 
Your face?  I do so with anticipation, knowing that you said in Psalm 
34:10, “those who seek the LORD shall not lack any good thing.”  



January 11th 

ALL WHO PREPARED THEMSELVES TO SEEK GOD 

FOUND HIM 
 
Scripture 

“As for you, my son Solomon, know the God of your father, and serve 
Him with a loyal heart and with a willing mind; for the LORD searches all 

hearts and understands all the intent of the thoughts. If you seek Him, He will 

be found by You.”  (1 Chronicles 28:9) 
 

Devotion 

We continue our story from yesterday.  David has assembled the entire 

nation and is publicly placing his mantle of leadership upon young Solomon.  

After urging the nation to seek God, he turns to Solomon and states the 
bottom line ever so eloquently —if you seek Him, He will be found by you. 

 

St. Francis of Assisi was born to a wealthy merchant of Italy.  In early life he 
enjoyed the carefree pleasures of his father’s wealth; however, he was later 

captured in war, served a year as a POW, and then suffered a life-

threatening illness.  All of these experiences turned him toward God.  
Eventually, he renounced his patrimony, his inheritance, and even laid aside 

the very garments given to him by his father.  His search led him to follow 

Matthew 10:9 in which he went out preaching repentance without any 
preplanning for his financial livelihood.  A spiritual movement began through 

him that impacted much of medieval Europe, so much so that he was 

named a saint in 1228, only two years after his death.  In his lifetime his 
closeness to God became legendary.  Having sought Him, God allowed 

him to find an intimacy with Him enjoyed by few others. 

 
How close is God to you?  How much do you sense His presence?  Charles 

Spurgeon said, “We need our God; He is to be had for the seeking; and He 

will not deny Himself to any one of us if we personally seek His face.”  Have 
you pondered what the Lord may do as a result of our entire church seeking 

Him for 2022?  Do you have a sense of anticipation that we will find Him? 
 

Prayer 

Father, how can our feeble words frame the greatness due You?  How can 

our finite minds wrap themselves around the You, the infinite One?  ‘Tis all a 

vain attempt.  May it be then, only that our hearts are ever aflame with 
passion for You.  May we ever seek Your face, and all the more so in the 

certainty that You will let us find You this year.  



January 12th 

WHAT SHOULD A SPIRITUALLY PREPARED PERSON 

EXPECT TO RECEIVE FROM GOD? 
 
Scripture 

“And you will seek Me and find Me, when you search for Me with all your 
heart.”  (Jeremiah 29:13) 

 

Devotion 

As we prepare ourselves to seek God for 2022, what would you expect to 
receive from Him if He grants our prayers?  God never promises immunity 

from death, disease or tragedy in this life, rather Jesus stated that in this life 

we will have trouble.  So, if we prepare to seek God’s face, what can we 
expect?  What should we assume that our God will give us?  What will be 

different as a result?    

 
A brief survey of the Bible reveals that those who sought the Lord always 

received something from God.  For example, Hannah desperately wanted 

a son.  She wept and pled with God and eventually received Samuel.  The 
children of Israel sought deliverance from their enemies on several 

occasions, and they received that very thing.  Solomon sought for the Lord 

to fill the temple with His glory, which He granted.  If we are seeking the 
Lord, we do not do so in a vague, fuzzy hope-so way, but rather in 

expectation.  If we approach Him, we ought to have confidence. 
 

Interestingly enough, when they sought God for something, they all 

eventually came to the place where they wanted Him more than the 
object of their request.  Hannah was willing to give Samuel back to the Lord, 

the children of Israel always put away their idols and repented before 

receiving deliverance, and Solomon built the temple for the honor of God’s 
Name.  They all received the thing they asked for, but only after the 

relationship with God took precedence over what they desired. 

 
In these weeks of heart preparation to seek God, let us ask specifically that 

He would move in our church.  Even more so, however, let us ask that we 

may desire Him above all else.   
 

Prayer 

Father, I want to ask you to give me the desires of my heart according to 

Psalm 37:4, but especially that my desire for You be greater than all.    

  



January 13th 

WHAT HINDERS BEING PREPARED? 
 
Scripture  

“Break up your fallow ground, For it is time to seek the LORD, Till He comes     

  and rains righteousness on you.”  (Hosea 10:12) 
“Break up your fallow ground, And do not sow among thorns.” (Jeremiah 

4:3) 

 

Devotion 
One time I planted a small garden and became so busy that I did not weed 

it.  I expected there to be a certain degree of negative impact, but nothing 

prepared me for the end result.  Of the four tomato vines I planted not one 
produced more than three tomatoes, and those were so anemic none 

grew past the size of a golf ball and were so stunted they weren’t fit to 

consume. 
 

Hosea lets us know that seeking the Lord must be preceded by breaking up 

fallow ground.  Jeremiah encourages the same, admonishing against 
sowing among thorns.  Just as the tomato plants among weeds in my 

garden yielded no fruit, so an unprepared heart cannot seek God to any 

effect.  Just as the fallow ground must be broken up and thorns removed, so 
also the heart must be turned and weeded.  

 

What are the heart weeds that must be removed to prepare the heart to 
seek God?  Many exist, but two I want to highlight in particular are busyness 

and being stuck in modes.   Busyness hinders our ability to hear God 

because we cannot listen in a hurry (did you know there’s no record in the 
Bible that Jesus ever ran anywhere?).  The things of the heart require soak 

time; they are more like crockpots rather than microwaves.  Being stuck in 
modes means we are so used to responding certain ways that we do not 

clue in when God wants to do something different.  Modes determine our 

pattern of behaving and acting.  When Jesus really wanted to teach the 
disciples, He first removed them from their normal routines of life.   

 

Based on these two examples, will you plan to limit media and busyness for 
a definite amount of time in order to prepare yourself for greater sensitivity 

to God’s voice?   

  

Prayer 
Father, what would you have me do to get ready to seek your face?    



January 14th 

WHAT DO I DO TO GET PREPARED? 
 

Scripture 

“He commanded Judah to seek the LORD God of their fathers, and to 
observe the law and the commandment.”  (2 Chronicles 14:4) 
 

Devotion 
Lord Shackleton, the famous Antarctic Explorer was forced to abandon 
some of his men on Elephant Island while he made an emergency trip to 

England.  Upon his return his rescue efforts were frustrated by freezing 
seas.  Finally, he was able to break through just enough to make a 
daring run through the pack ice.  He not only found the men alive but 
waiting with their gear ready to board.  When he inquired of them why 
they were so prepared, their leader replied that he had the men roll up 
their sleeping bags every morning and pack their things for rescue. 
 
How to prepare oneself for rescue is obvious, but how does one prepare 
one’s self to seek God?  Three examples from Scripture help at this point.  
First, in the Old Testament revivals God’s people always returned to the 
Word of God.  Second, Jehoshaphat proclaimed a fast in 2 Chronicles 
20:3.  Third, in Acts chapter one the Apostles set aside time for prayer 
and meditation on the Word of God.  In all three cases they increased 
their intake of Scripture, stopped their normal processes of life, and spent 
time in prayer.  These practices turn our mind and heart’s attention to 
the things of God.  They are not the goals in and of themselves, but they 
prepare us to know the will of God and be ready to do it.  They help us 
to have our bags packed for boarding when the Lord moves. 
 
Would you be willing to do something differently over the next two 
weeks to ratchet up your preparedness?  You may want to set aside 
extra time to spend in the Word of God or Scripture.  You may want to 
forego TV time to read the Bible.  You might choose to fast and let the 
hunger pangs remind you to be prepared to meet God.  Ask the Lord 
what you need to do to prepare to draw closer to Him. 
 

Prayer 
Father, thank you for the privilege of seeking your face.  Please guide 
me in preparing to draw closer to You.  



January 15th 

A PREPARED MIND BEGINS EXPECTING GOD TO 

MOVE 
 
Scripture 

“Now as the people were in expectation, and all reasoned in their hearts 
about John, whether he was the Christ or not.”  (Luke 3:15) 

 

Devotion 

Over 400 years had passed since God had last spoken to His people 
through a prophet.  Suddenly John the Baptist burst on the scene, 

preaching with a voice that rolled like thunder across the Judean 

countryside.  The one chosen to “prepare the way of the Lord” began 
proclaiming the kingdom was at hand, confronting sin, and encouraging 

righteousness in preparation for the Messiah’s appearance.  God, through 

him, began dramatically awakening the spiritual consciousness of His 
people.   

 

No verse captures the effect of his ministry better than Luke 3:15. Notice that 
all the people were in expectation.  They went from indifference to 

anticipation that the Lord would do something in their midst.  Whenever we 

are walking with God, the sense that the omnipotent, omnipresent God is 
active, real, present and taking us somewhere always pervades a life.  

Conversely, a person or church adrift on the sea of routine or possessed of a 
“been there/done that” mentality, becomes stuck in the doldrums of 

casualness and boredom.  Before God the Father revealed God the Son, 

He blew the winds of anticipation into their sails.  The preparation of God 
was that He began causing people to expect that He would move. He 

transformed them from being unconcerned about the things of God, until 

they believed that God would do something in their lives. 
 

Are you prepared for God?  How would you know?  One of the indicators is 

whether you live with a sense of expectation that God will move in your life.  
If we do not yet have that expectation, we need to go back to day four 

and five and practice putting off hindrances and developing habits that 

bring us into position for God to become real to us. 
 

Prayer 

Father, I thank you that you always lead us from victory unto victory.  Thank 

you that you are taking us with You and allowing us to participate in Your 
work.  Lead me to live with expectation in You.  



January 16th 

GOD USES A PREPARED PERSON 
 

Scripture 

“On the first day of the first month he began his journey from Babylon, 
and on the first day of the fifth month he came to Jerusalem, according 
to the good hand of his God upon him.  For Ezra had prepared his heart 
to seek the Law of the LORD, and to do it, and to teach statutes and 
ordinances in Israel.”  (Ezra 7:9, 10) 
 

Devotion 

Could you imagine a general who prepared his army continually, but 
never fought?  George McClellan, a Union general in the early part of 
the Civil War gravitated toward this tendency.  He excelled at drilling 
troops, amassing supplies, and planning strategy.  His only problem was 
that he hesitated to fight, and when he did, he proved overly cautious. 
 
God doesn’t prepare His people so they can be prepared.  God 
prepares His people because He is going to use that people or church.  
Ezra prepared his heart to seek the Law of the LORD; therefore, the Lord 
sent him from Babylon to Jerusalem to bring about a revival in the land.  
What an exciting truth!  Preparation always results in God using us for His 
glory!  And that use is always what is needed at that moment in the work 
of God where He has planted us.  
 
God chose Ezra to lead a people back to Him.  For what purpose might 
God choose you in this church, city, county, country or beyond?  What 
might He want to do through our church?  Surely the Lord would not 
prepare us without using us to make a difference in the lives of those 
around us!  Hudson Taylor began preparing himself as a missionary by 
learning medicine and Chinese.  Not surprisingly, God used him as a 
missionary in China and his medical skills created receptivity among the 
natives. 
 
Are you excited, expectant, and confident in God that He will use you 
according to your preparation in seeking Him?   

 

Prayer  
Father, I thank You that You have good things in store for me and our 
church.  May You use us for Your glory.  



January 17th 

THE HEART MUST BE PREPARED 
 

Scripture 

“And he did evil, because he did not prepare his heart to seek the 
LORD.”  
(2 Chronicles 12:14) 
 

Devotion 
When God prepares someone, He begins with the heart.  A man may 

have many degrees and life experiences that cause him to succeed in 
business, politics, sports or other venues.  But if the heart is not right, then 
all other preparation is of no value to God.  God chose King David 
instead of his brothers because God saw a different heart in him.  
Conversely, the verse above about David’s grandson, King Rehoboam, 
is that he did evil because he failed to prepare his heart.   
 
Do you think of the heart as something that can be prepared?  In 
American culture we tend to view the heart as the seat of emotions with 
a mind of its own, randomly, uncontrollably swayed in varying directions 
according to varying feelings and desires.  We say we “fall in love” as if it 
just smacks us out of the blue.  We go to school to prepare the mind, but 
who assumes that the heart may be channeled?  So, this begs the 
question, “Can the heart actually be prepared?  How can one direct 
what cannot be planned?” 
 
Does God ever command you to do something you cannot do?  Then 
obviously the heart can be prepared!  We should never let cultural 
beliefs inform our view of Scripture.  The Bible defines the heart differently 
than the culture, and specific things can be done to prepare it.   We do 
so by examining our belief system in light of God’s Word, strengthening 
the resolve of our will, and questioning whether our attitudes line up with 
those of Jesus.  Over the remaining six days the devotions will lead us to 
prepare our hearts.  We will ask searching questions about our love for 
God, our love for others, and the disposition of our spirit.  These arenas 
are the foundational preparation required for usefulness to God.   

 

Prayer  
Father, would you speak to me about preparing my heart?    



January 18th 

EXAMINING YOUR LOVE FOR GOD, part 1 
 

Scripture 
“As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. Abide in my love.  If you 

keep my commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I have kept my 

Father’s commandments and abide in his love.”  (John 15:9-10) 
 

Devotion 

Have you ever moved a piece of furniture, a stove, or a refrigerator that has 

been sitting there a long time?  It’s amazing how much dirt and gunk 
collects – gunk we don’t know that’s there until that area is revealed.  In the 

same way our walk with God can accumulate the gunk of sin, and it lies 

undetected until the furniture of our lives is moved.  Today, we will start with 
examining our love for God.    As you read the questions below let these aid 

you in examining, renewing, and strengthening your love for Him. 

 
1. Do you delight at the thought of carving out time to be in God’s 

presence through His Word and prayer?  Do you do it? 

2. On a scale of 1 to 10, how exuberant is your joy in Christ? 
3. Is prayer time awkward or a delight? 

4. Is there hunger for the Word of God or do you barely read it? 

5. Do you give to yourself more than God?  Is tithing difficult, partial, or not 
done at all? 

6. Do you ever feel uncomfortable around a Christian who is walking with 

God in a dynamic way? 
7. How long has it been since there was a fresh testimony of God’s grace 

in a personal experience? 

8. Do you remember when everything was better, but won’t honestly 
plead with God to “restore unto me the joy of Thy salvation?” 

9. Is it easy to find a “reason” to miss church? 

10. Would you say you are abiding in His love, or is there a deep-down 
knowledge that something is wrong or missing in your love for God?   

 

Let these questions renew your love for God.  Remember, that God 
promised Solomon and the people He would forgive their unfaithfulness 

when they sought forgiveness in a humble and persistent manner. 

 

Prayer 
Father God, how I need You.  May my love for You increase.  May that love 

result in being available to You and being a conduit of Your grace.  



January 19th 

EXAMINING YOUR LOVE FOR GOD, part 2 
 
Scripture 

“…Which commandment is the most important of all?” Jesus answered, 

“The most important is, ‘Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one.  
And you shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your 

soul and with all your mind and with all your strength.  The second is this: 

‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’ There is no other commandment 
greater than these.”  (Mark 12:28-31) 

 

Devotion 

A teacher of the Law asked Jesus which of all the commandments was the 
most important to follow.  Jesus quoted Deuteronomy 6:5 as the foremost 

commandment, then quickly added Leviticus 19:18 as the second.  He 

declared loving God cannot be separated from loving our brother. 
 

Once again let these probing questions lead you to examine, renew and 

strengthen your love for God. 
 

1. Who or what do you talk about most?  yourself, money, family, or God? 

(out of the overflow of the heart, the mouth speaks.) 
2. Do you ever say that you love God, but refuse to forgive your brother 

who has wronged you? 

3. Do you look for ways to serve God, or do you do what is the minimum 
required of you as a Christian? 

4. Are you laying up treasures for yourself on earth, or are you rich toward 

God? 
5. Do you have a passion for God?  What’s your passion in life?   

6. How do you spend your free time?  Do you do so on the things of God? 
7. Is your life centered around career, family or leisure (i.e. hunting, sports, 

lake house, hobbies, food, etc.)?  

 
When we love God with all our heart and soul, all other activities will be 

placed in their proper roles in our lives.  When relationships are tainted with 

anger, unforgiveness, unresolved differences and self-protection, can we 
honestly say we are loving God? 

 

Prayer 

Father, help me be an obedient witness of your love for me and to love 
others as myself.  



January 20th 

EXAMINING YOUR LOVE FOR OTHERS, part 1 
 
Scripture 

“A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another; as I have 

loved you, that you also love one another. By this all will know that you are 
My disciples, if you have love for one another.” (John 13:34-35) 

 

Devotion 

For Jesus, love wasn’t primarily a feeling; it was an action. He led His 
disciples by example. They had seen Jesus bless children. They had 

watched Him heal countless diseases and infirmities. They had marveled as 

5,000 people ate from a boy’s lunch of five loaves and two fish. Now He 
gave them a new command. He told them to love one another as He loved 

them. He had set the example in His three short years of ministry and now He 

was telling them to do the same.  They were to love with actions, not just 
words. 

 

Let the following questions, once again, lead you to examine, renew, and 
strengthen your love for God. 

 

1. Are you increasing in loving others as Christ loved you? 
2. Do you seek others’ needs in the church and find ways to meet them? 

3. Are you putting other’s interests ahead of your own? 

4. When was the last time you made a sacrifice for someone else’s 
benefit? 

5. Do you gossip, belittle, condemn or criticize others?  Do you do so on a 

consistent basis?  Are there certain people in particular you do that to? 
6. Are you kind and tenderhearted to others?  Are there some people that 

you just “tolerate”?  When you see a fault in your brother, do you pray 
and look for ways to strengthen him, or do you lightly esteem him? 

7. How often do you pray for members of this church?   

 
Paul always thanked God for those in the church and did something for 

them.  He learned that from Jesus.  Even if they weren’t acting right, he 

never forgot to Whom they belonged, and what they could become in 
Christ.   Because his heart stayed open to his brothers and sisters, He abided 

in God’s love.  His heart stayed open because he loved in word and deed. 

 

Prayer 
Father, help me to show my love for others by my actions.  



January 21st 

EXAMINING YOUR LOVE FOR OTHERS, part 2 
 

Scripture 

“Pay all your debts, except the debt of love for others. You can never 
finish paying that! If you love your neighbor, you will fulfill all the 
requirements of God's law. For the commandments against adultery 
and murder and stealing and coveting, and any other commandment, 
are all summed up in this one commandment: "Love your neighbor as 
yourself." Love does no wrong to anyone, so love satisfies all of God's 
requirements.”   (Romans 13:8-10) 

Devotion 

As we seek God together, we must all examine our love for each other.  
Jesus proclaims that the second greatest commandment is to love your 
neighbor as yourself.  Are your relationships that which are full of love 
and free from hate?  Do you seek to serve others with the love of Christ, 
free from sin and strife?  Are you harboring bitter feelings towards others 
in the church and need to make amends?  Do you choose not to 
interact with some people because of background, family, socio-
financial status, race, or personality?   
 
Examine yourself in light of Paul’s admonition in our Scripture verses for 
today.  Do you struggle with sin in your life which can be eliminated by 
simply loving others ahead of yourself?  By loving others as God 
intended, we can be the servants that He desires us to be. 
As FBC seeks God for 2022, would you be willing to do whatever it takes 
to make all relationships right?  For example, demonstrate love – help 
someone in need, get out of your comfort zone, put aside your 
differences to interact with others, and forgive any person that has hurt 
you and stays on your mind.  By doing these things you will be working 
towards fulfilling the second greatest commandment and being the 
man or woman God intends you to be. 

Prayer  

Father, thank You for loving me first.  Thank you for loving me to the 
uttermost.  May the way You have loved and treated me be the way 
that I love and treat my brother and sister in Christ.  



January 22nd 

YOUR SPIRIT, part 1 
 
Scripture 
“Since we have these promises, beloved, let us cleanse ourselves from every 

defilement of body and spirit, bringing holiness to completion in the fear of 

God.”  (2 Corinthians 7:1) 
 

Devotion 

Paul urges cleansing from “every defilement of…spirit.”  How you ever 

thought of your spirit as being defiled?  When we first come to God we 
readily identify sin as an action.  Many of us in our former lives got drunk, 

lied, committed immorality, cursed, and did a host of other things of which 

we are now ashamed.  But growth in Christ realizes these were not the 
problem, but rather the symptoms.  In order to deal with the weeds that 

sprout, one must go to the roots. Usually, our actions spring from some part 

of our spirit that has not yet been sanctified in the image of Christ.  
Therefore, as we grow in Christ we must ultimately be transformed in our 

spirit, not merely our behavior.  For example, the cure for griping is replacing 

it with gratitude, stinginess with generosity, or anxiety with faith.  Therefore, 
these last two devotions encourage love for God and growth in 

Christlikeness by asking Him to lay bare the defilements of our spirit.  We 

desire that integrity exist between our actions and who we are, so that there 
be no hypocrisy in motive and being.  Holiness in spirit is what counts.  

Therefore, let us cleanse ourselves from all bitterness, grudges, insecurities, 

avarice, or whatever else in our spirit is not that of the Spirit of Christ. 
 

So how does this happen?  2 Corinthians 3:18 says, “And we all, with 

unveiled face, beholding the glory of the Lord, are being transformed into 
the same image from one degree of glory to another.”  As we behold Jesus, 

we become like Him.  This is why the Word of God, prayer, examination and 

renewal are so important.  We are transformed as we stay in His presence.  
Without these practices, we revert to patterns learned in our upbringing or 

according to the baser side of our nature.  Practicing spiritual disciplines, 

however, leads us to bear the fruit of the Spirit.   
 

Today, you may want to practice a spirit of gratitude by making a list of 

what Jesus has done for you and thank Him. 
 

Prayer 

Father, would you conform me into the image of your Son?  Do for me what 

I cannot, and strengthen me to do what is my responsibility in the process.  



January 23rd 

EXAMINING YOUR SPIRIT, part 2 
 
Scripture 
“But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, 

faithfulness, gentleness and self-control.” (Galatians 5:22-23) 

 

Devotion 

If God’s Spirit dwells in us and bears the fruit listed in the verses above, then 

would it not be logical that we would know if we are abiding in Him by 
identifying whether or not these fruits are increasing in our lives?  Below are 

six of the nine fruits listed in Galatians 5:22-23.  Use the questions to guide 

you in becoming more like Jesus. 
• Love:  "Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not 

proud. It is not rude, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no 
record of wrongs.” (1 Corinthians 13:4-5). 
o Are you doing all things in love?  Do you put others first? Do you strive to love 

like this?    

• Joy:  "The joy of the Lord is your strength" (Nehemiah 8:10) 
o Is the joy of the Lord your strength?  Do you demonstrate the joy of the Lord 

in your struggles and suffering?  or do you carp and complain? 

• Patience: “Be completely humble and gentle; be patient, bearing with one 
another in love.”  (Ephesians 4:2) 
o Are you completely humble and gentle, or are you easily irritated?  Are you 

patient or demanding?  Do you bear with others in love?   

• Kindness:  "But I tell you who hear me: Love your enemies, do good to those who 
hate you, bless those who curse you, pray for those who mistreat you.”  (Luke 
6:27-28). 
o Do you bless those who hate you and pray for those who mistreat you?  How 

much more, then, your own family?  How do you speak to them?  What 

attitudes do you display toward them?  What actions do you take? 

• Goodness: “Now I myself am confident concerning you, my brethren, that you 
also are full of goodness, filled with all knowledge, able also to admonish one 
another.” (Romans 15:14). 
o Are good things being fulfilled in your life because of your faith? 

• Self-control: “Like a city whose walls are broken down is a man who lacks self-
control.”  (Proverbs 25:28) 
o Do you exhibit self-control or do you allow sin to enter your life?  Do you 

ever excuse it by saying, “We’re only human?” 

 
Prayer 
Father, thank you for sending Jesus to atone for my sin.  Would you please conform 
me to His image?  Would you increasingly make my spirit like His?  May I and the 
church encounter you working powerfully among us in 2022.  



ABOUT THESE DEVOTIONS 

 

What does God want to do with FBC in 2022?  We cannot 
predict everything with certainty, but most likely you will have a 

new pastor who will lead you on mission in fresh new ways.  
Therefore, it behooves the church to be prepared for wherever 
God wants to take you.  Toward that end, I wrote these 14 
devotions as a guide to start the year off right by preparing our 
hearts to be renewed in a love relationship with our Lord. 
 

Also, as we prepare our hearts, it’s important to remember the 
following key prayer points: 

• The Pastor Search Committee and our future pastor. 

• That all our relationships with one another be pleasing to 

the Lord. 

• That we make disciples of all nations starting right here 

from Christian County to the ends of the earth.  

• That we would see people saved and baptized. 

 
I’m expectant that we will see the Lord move in our midst in 
ways that lead our hearts to draw closer to Him, and to be on 
mission. 
 

 
Sincerely, 
Brother John 
 


