
His Undiminished Deity 

Matthew 1 

  

  We have talked about the Lord’s Unequaled Birth and 

Unblemished Life, but today we will talk about His Undiminished 
Deity. This baby was God in human flesh. Back in the 60’s, young 

people started what was called the Jesus Movement. They were 

often barefooted and carried big black Bibles and did what they 

called Jesus yells. They called themselves the Jesus fools. I’d rather 

have them doing that than rioting in the streets and destroying 

property. 

  The Jesus kids missed it a tad, because any Jesus movement that 

is not church-centered is not a true Jesus movement. 

Ephesians 3:21 says, “Unto him be glory in the church by Christ 

Jesus throughout all ages, world without end. Amen.” However, 
any so-called church that is not Jesus-centered is not a true church. 

  With all that in mind, let’s look at Matthew 1:20-23. “But while 

he thought on these things, behold, the angel of the Lord appeared 

unto him in a dream, saying, Joseph, thou son of David, fear not 

to take unto thee Mary thy wife: for that which is conceived in her 

is of the Holy Ghost. And she shall bring forth a son, and thou shalt 

call his name Jesus: for he shall save his people from their sins. 

Now all this was done, that it might be fulfilled which was spoken 

of the Lord by the prophet, saying, Behold a virgin shall be with 
child, and shall bring forth a son, and they shall call his name 

Immanuel, which being interpreted is, God with us.” 

  Who is this baby who was born so long ago? There is one right 

answer and many wrong answers. H.G. Wells made a list of the ten 

greatest men in history and Jesus was number one on that list. He 

also talked about Charlemagne the Great, and Peter the Great, and 

Alexander the Great. But Jesus is more than just Jesus the Great; 

He’s Jesus the one and only! 

  Some say, “He was a great man.” Others say He was a moral 

teacher. C.S. Lewis said, “A man who was merely a man, and said 
the sort of things Jesus said would not be a great moral teacher. 

He would either be a lunatic on the level of someone who said he 

was a poached egg, or else he would be the devil of hell. You must 

make your choice. Either this man was and is the Son of God, or a 



madman, or something worse. You can hold Him up as a fool, spit 

at Him, kill Him as a demon, or bow your knee and call Him Lord 

and God. But let none of us come away with any patronizing 

nonsense about Him being a great human teacher.” 

  Others say, “He’s a prophet.” They say He is a channel through 
which you can know God. So He becomes their “Mystic Jesus,” or 

their “Crystal Christ.” This would be nothing more than a demon 

who calls himself Christ. 

  But let me tell you who Jesus really is: He’s God in human flesh! 

He is not only the Son of God: He is God, the Son. 

  I want you to see the holy Trinity in this passage that we just 

read. Verse 20 says, “….fear not to take unto thee Mary thy wife: 

for that which is conceived in her is of the Holy Ghost.” Then 

verse 21 says, “And she shall bring forth a son.” Verse 22 

says, “Now all this was done, that it might be fulfilled which was 
spoken of the Lord.” There you have the Trinity: one God in three 

Persons. 

  Let me show you how God the Father is described in the Bible. 

The most holy name for God in the Old Testament is “The great I 

AM.” Exodus 3:14 says, “And God said unto Moses, I AM THAT I 

AM.” It’s not I was or I will be, it’s I AM. There never was a time 

that He wasn’t, and there will never be a time when He is not. 

That’s how God showed himself to Moses. 

  The Pharisees had Jesus on their hands. They were envious of 
Jesus and sneered at Jesus. They insinuated that He had been born 

of fornication. But Jesus had spoken of Abraham. Look at John 

8:56-59. Jesus says, “Your father Abraham rejoiced to see my day: 

and he saw it, and was glad. Then said the Jews unto him, Thou 

art not yet fifty years old, and hast thou seen Abraham? Jesus said 

unto them, Verily, verily, I say unto you, Before Abraham was, I 

AM. Then took they up stones to cast at him….” Why? Because they 

thought it was blasphemous for Him to identify Himself with the 

Great I AM. 

  The Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit are God. The Holy Spirit 
is the One who cause the pregnancy in Mary. The Holy Spirit is 

God, because Jesus is the Son of God. 

  The Holy Spirit is not just an influence emanating from God: He 

is a Person. Never refer to the Holy Spirit as “it.” The Holy Spirit is 



a Person who feels, who wills, who acts, who lives, who can be 

abused, who grieves, etc. You can’t grieve an influence! You can 

only grieve a person who loves you. The neighbor’s kids can vex 

you, but only your kids can grieve you. 

  Ananias and Sapphira had lied to the Apostles in the early church. 
And in Acts 5:3-4 it says, “But Peter said, Ananias, why hath Satan 

filled thine heart to lie to the Holy Ghost, and to keep back part of 

the price of the land? While it remained, was it not thine own? And 

after it was sold, was it not in thine own power? Why hast thou 

conceived this thing in thine heart? Thou hast not liked unto men, 

but unto God.” Did you catch it? “Why did you lie to the Holy Ghost? 

You lied to God.” 

  The Father is God, the Son is God, and the Holy Spirit is God. 

“Holy, holy, holy, merciful and mighty, God in three Persons, holy 

Trinity.” 

  The first thing I want you to notice is the unfathomable 

mystery of the Trinity. I Timothy 3:16 says, “And without 

controversy great is the mystery of godliness: God was manifest in 

the flesh, justified in the Spirit, seen of angels, preached unto the 

Gentiles, believe on in the world, received up into glory.” God was 

manifest in the flesh. You say, “I don’t understand it.” Nobody can 

understand it. It can’t be understood: it must be believed.  I 

wouldn’t have any confidence in a God I could understand. Wesley 

said, “How can a worm understand a man? How can we understand 
God? How can the finite know the infinite?” It’s not given to us to 

understand; it is given to us to believe. It is a mystery that goes 

beyond logic, beyond philosophy, beyond science, and beyond 

mathematics. Don’t think you’re going to cram God into the little 

suitcase of your intellect. You can’t understand Him. There are 

things in the natural realm you can’t understand. Who can 

understand eternity……something that never begins and never 

ends? Everything we understand had a starting place and an 

ending place. 

  Don’t try to prove the Trinity…..you’ll never do it. Throw away 
your test tubes and open you Bibles and say, “I believe it because 

God said it.” This is an unfathomable mystery. There’s only one 

God, so there’s nothing to compare Him to. 



  A boy’s girlfriend went out with another boy. She confessed it to 

him. She said, “I went out with Henry last night and he kissed me.” 

He said, “He did? I’ll teach him!” She said, “You couldn’t teach 

Henry anything!” 

  You can compare one kiss with another kiss, but you can’t 
compare God with anything. Isaiah 40:18 says, “To whom then will 

ye liken God? Or what likeness will ye compare unto him?” Don’t 

ever make the mistake of saying, “God is like this….” There is only 

one God, so you can’t compare Him to anything else. 

  There are reflections of the Trinity in everything. Everything that 

exists is either part of time or space. In time, you have past, 

present and future. Space is height, width, and depth. Each is 

distinguishable, but all are inseparable. If you try to explain the 

Trinity, you’ll lose your mind. If you try to deny it, you’ll lose your 

soul! 

  Next, I want you to see the unfolded manifestation of the 

Trinity. Our text in Matthew says, “Now all this was done, that it 

might be fulfilled which was spoken of the Lord by the prophet.” In 

the Old Testament prophecies, we see these things unfold. Let’s 

see if we can find the Trinity in the Old Testament. We can find the 

Trinity in the very first verse of the Bible. Genesis 1:1 says, “In the 

beginning God created the heavens and the earth.” The Hebrew 

word for “God” is Elohim. It is a plural noun. El is the singular name 

for God, but when you add the “im” to it, it becomes plural. A 
seraph is one angel, but seraphim is more than one. A cherub is 

one angel, but cherubim are multiple angels. 

  The Holy Spirit inspired Moses to write down the plural noun 

Elohim, but then he used a singular verb. “Elohim created.” In 

other words, the plural God, the Trinity, acted in unity. 

  John 1:1-3 says, “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word 

was with God, and the Word was God. The same was in the 

beginning with God. All things were made by him; and without him 

was not anything made that was made.” 

  The Babe of Bethlehem created the very manger in which He was 
born. The Babe of Bethlehem is Almighty God! Nothing was made 

without Him. 

  You see the Trinity in creation, and you see the Trinity in the 

commandments. Deuteronomy 6:4-5 says, “Hear, O Israel: The 



Lord our God is one Lord: and thou shalt love the Lord thy God 

with all thine heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy 

might.” The word “Lord” here is from Yahweh, or Jehovah. He says, 

“Elohim is one Yahweh.” He is not a singular One, but a plural One. 

  You say, “How can this be?” Let me give you some Scripture to 
illustrate it. Genesis 2:24 speaks of marriage. It says, “Therefore 

shall a man leave his father and his mother, and shall cleave unto 

his wife: and they shall become one flesh.” Are they two or one? 

The answer is “Yes.” 

  In Genesis 11:6, I can show it to you again. God is speaking of 

the people around the Tower of Babel and He says,“….the people 

is one….” It’s the same word used when the Bible says, “The Lord 

our God is one Lord.” 

  Numbers 13:23 speaks of “….one cluster of grapes….” What 

we’re talking about is a plural unity. Our Elohim is one Jehovah.  

  You say, “But we don’t learn about God’s Son until we get to the 

New Testament.” You’re wrong! You learn about God’s Son in the 

Old Testament. Daniel 3:25 tells us that Nebuchadnezzar looked 

into the fiery furnace and said, “Lo, I see four men loose, walking 

in the midst of the fire, and they have no hurt; and the form of the 

fourth is like the Son of God.” The Jesus seen in the Old Testament 

walked through that fire with the three Hebrew children. 

  Look at Proverbs 30:4. “Who hath ascended up into heaven, or 

descended? Who hath gathered the wind in his fists? Who hath 
bound the waters in a garment? Who hath established all the ends 

of the earth? What is his name, and what is his son’s name, if 

thou canst tell?” His name is Jehovah and His Son’s name is Jesus! 

  What is God’s purpose for His Son? Psalm 2:6-7 says, “Yet have 

I set my King upon my holy hill of Zion. I will declare the decree: 

the Lord hath said unto me, Thou art my Son; this day have I 

begotten thee.” This is Old Testament. 

  Isaiah 9:6 says, “For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is 

given: and the government shall be upon his shoulder: and his 

name shall be called Wonderful, Counselor, The Mighty God, The 
everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace.” The child born is the Babe 

of Bethlehem. The Son given is Jesus. His name shall be The Mighty 

God. Isaiah the prophet called that baby The Mighty God. The word 



is El Gibbowr, which means the God-Man. This is 700 years before 

Christ was born in Bethlehem! 

  Isaiah 10:21 says, “The remnant shall return, even the remnant 

of Judah, unto the mighty God.” Jesus is called Jehovah. 

  When we come to the New Testament and read about the miracle 
birth of Jesus Christ it’s not surprising to see God the Father, God 

the Son, and God the Holy Spirit coming together in this Christmas 

story. The story the holy Trinity that begins in Matthew 1, 

concludes in Matthew 28:19 where Jesus gives the Great 

Commission to the church. He says, “Go ye therefore, and teach 

all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the 

Son, and of the Holy Ghost.” We baptize people with a Trinitarian 

statement. That would be blaspheme if Jesus is not God. 

  Now I want you to see the unchanging ministry of the holy 

Trinity. You say, “Pastor, what difference does this doctrine of the 
Trinity make?” Your destiny rides on it! Matthew 1:21 says, “And 

she shall bring forth a son, and thou shalt call his name Jesus: for 

he shall save his people from their sins.” 

  The holy Trinity works together for your salvation. You 

are selected by the Father, you are saved by His Son and you 

are sealed by His Spirit. That’s why Paul said in II 

Corinthians 13:14, “The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the 

love of God, and the communion of the Holy Ghost, be with 

you all.” 

  In the Second World War, there was a British man who had a son 

who joined the RAF (the Royal Air Force). He was shot down and 

died. The man’s wife eventually died also. He was immensely 

wealthy and had no other relatives. Eventually, this man also died. 

His will stated that his estate was to be sold and the proceeds were 

to be given to various charities. But he said, “My art collection is 

to be auctioned off.” He had an incredible art collection. Sotheby’s 

was in charge of the auction. People from all over the world were 

salivating at the opportunity to own such a valuable art collection.  

  The auctioneer said, “Our instructions are to auction this painting 
first.” The unveiled it. It was a painting of the wealthy man’s son. 

Few, if any, in the crowd knew this boy who was killed in the war. 

It was not painted by a well-known artist, so it was more or less 

valueless to the crowd. No one bid. But one man in the crowd had 



known the boy and had watched him grow up. He thought it would 

be nice to have a painting of the boy and no one else was bidding, 

so he bid on it. 

  The auctioneer said, “Very well. It is sold to this man.” And then 

he said, “The auction is over. I was forbidden to tell you this, but 
it was written in the will that whoever buys this painting gets the 

entire collection. Whoever owns the son gets it all.”  

  Friend, God has a Son…….and when you get Jesus, you get it all!  

“All the guilty sinner needs is Jesus. Though some will mock and 

some will blame, in spite of sin and in spite of shame, I’ll go to Him 

because His name is Jesus.” 

  “Thou shalt call His name Jesus, for He shall save His people from 

their sins.” 

  What a Savior! I want to invite you to invite Him into your heart.  

 


