
“The Bible on Saving Sense!” 
Proverbs 6:6-8



Savings Rate 
USA Today, 10/6/16 

St. Louis Fed Reserve, July 2016 = 5.7% avg. 

BUT

69% had less than $1,000 in savings 
(7,000 people surveyed)

Answer = More money?
29% earning > $150,000 less than $1,000
44% earning > $100K - $149K less than $1,000

Recommended: 3-6 months income reserve! 



The Frustration of 
“Never Having Enough”

Living paycheck to paycheck? 

Dread of what tomorrow might bring?  

No strategy to change all this! 

Popular myths:

I will start saving when I “catch up” or
“when I get ahead” or 
“I will start saving when I make more money”

Saving $$$ starts with a decision and becomes a 
lifestyle. 



The Confusion Point Where 
Savings Evaporate … 

God’s promise to meet our needs (Phil. 4:19)

Very easy to confuse: needs, wants, desires

Challenge: discern how God has called you 
and live within those means! 
“The rich and the poor have a common bond;

the Lord is the Maker of them all” 
(Proverbs 22:2). 



Key Insight: God supplies MORE than 
you need today…

…so you can wisely SAVE some for tomorrow! 

“There is precious treasure and oil in the dwelling 
of the wise, but a foolish man swallows it up” 

(Prov. 21:20). 

Saving requires:
* discipline (just say “no!”) 
* planning ahead (a budget; but only 32% so)
* discernment – do I really “need” this? 



What That Actually Looks Like 
in Family Cash Flow … 

$50,000 gross income
Q: do you really have $50,000 to spend???

Deduct taxes and tithe:
taxes = 15% bracket - $7,500
tithe = 10% - $5,000

Net Spendable = $37,500 annually 

Divided by 12 months = 3,125 net



Projected Amounts Based on a 
Balanced Budget of $50,000



Determine Areas of Overspending

As you dial back areas of overspending, 
MORE $$$ becomes available for saving, giving, 

and debt reduction! 

Key: this takes time, but if you never start you’ll 
never get there. 

Solution: envelope system 
(eating out $$$ and miscellaneous) 



Benefits of Saving 

Emergency surplus – Proverbs 6:6-8 
Because, “when,” not “if” surprise expense 

Surplus to bless others – 2 Corinthians 8:14

“Do not withhold good from those to whom it is 
due, When it is in your power to do it” 

(Proverbs 3:27)

Surplus for future generations
“A good man leaves an inheritance to his
children's children” (Proverbs 13:22)



Specific Steps You Can 
Take to Begin Saving

1. Commit to living on a budget
* study expenses
* curb areas of overspending

2. Start small, be consistent; 
“some beats none!”

3. Consider automatic drafts on your account

4. Commit everything to Jesus! 


