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How Do You Give? 

 
“A poor widow came and put in two small copper coins, which amount to a cent.  Calling 

His disciples to Him, He said to them, “Truly I say to you, this poor widow put in more 

than all the contributors to the treasury; for they all put in out of their surplus, but she, 

out of her poverty, put in all she owned, all she had to live on.” - Mark 12:42-44 

 
In the story of the widow’s mite, we see Jesus closely and critically watching peo-

ple give their offerings.  He looked beyond their visible actions and into their 

hearts.  Having observed the widow place her meager but heartfelt offering in the 

treasury, Jesus made sure the disciples didn’t miss seeing the heart of the widow 

or the lesson that her giving provided. 

 
Most of us would miss watching the widow.  Instead, we would be watching the 

important looking people in the temple, the ones who made large offerings from 

their ample funds.  We would be impressed by how much they gave.  We might 

even suggest honoring them for their giving or naming a building after them. 

 
But Jesus didn’t call the disciples over to see the big givers.  He called them over 

to notice a poor widow who gave less than a penny. 

 
Why did Jesus fix His attention on the widow?  Because she gave more.  “She, out 

of her poverty, put in all she owned,” while the rich men gave out of their surplus.  

The rich gave what they had left over.  This woman didn’t have anything extra; she 

gave everything she had.  Jesus knew this, and He saw her heart. 

 

Remember this:  God measures our gift not by its amount, but by our motives. 

(Source Used:  Dr. Tony Evans) 
 

 

In HIS Love,  

 

Thomas Worsham <>< 
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FROM OUR  YOUTH PASTOR 

 Rejoice in the Lord!  We made it to February 2021 already.  This is the month of love as some refer to it.  So, as you‟re your pastor, 
let us focus on one little but powerful verse for this month.  “Let all that you do be done in love.” (1 Corinthians 16:14 ESV).  This verse 
means for us to do all in God‟s love or God‟s love through us. 

 As I ponder the state of America and the condition of the world, I‟ve found comfort in a handful of words spoken 2,000 years ago by 
a non-Christian.  His name was Gamaliel, a leading Jewish rabbi in New Testament days.  He witnessed the ministry of Jesus and was 
aware of reports of our Lord‟s resurrection.  Gamaliel watched as thousands of people began turning to Jesus.  He was in the Ruling Council 
when Jewis leaders asked their iconic question about the 12 disciples in Acts 4:16:  “What are we going to do with these men?”  (NIV).  
That‟s still the question, isn‟t it? 

 What in the world can the world do with these Christians?  The critics simply don‟t know what to do with us!  To paraphrase famed 
preacher Vance Havner‟s words in a sermon I heard him preach years ago:  They can‟t take away our wealth, because it‟s stored up in Heav-
en.  They can‟t take away our freedom, because we‟re free in Christ.  They can‟t take away our happiness, because our joy is within us.  
They can‟t defeat us, because we‟re more than conquerors.  They can‟t silence us, because the Word of God cannot be chained.  They can‟t 
kill, us, because we have eternal life.  What can you do with people like that? 

 Gamaliel answered the question, saying, “I advise you:  Leave these men alone!  Let them go!  For if their purpose or activity is of 
human origin, it will fail.  But if it is from God, you will not be able to stop these men; you will only find yourselves fighting against God” (Acts 
5:38-39, NIV) 

 Gamaliel was right when he said that the work of Jesus Christ in this world is unstoppable.  It‟s not of human origin.  It doesn‟t de-
pend on elections or economies.  It‟s a work from God, started by Christ Jesus and empowered by the Holy Spirit.  And the church has been 
more involved in American life than we realize.  The United States came into existence between two great revivals - the First and Second 
Great Awakenings. 

 Just think of it!  The United States of America came into existence between two of the greatest revivals ever recorded.  We have a 
God who still sends seasons of refreshing on His church around the world.  This is no time to be discouraged.  I‟ve seldom felt more braced 
for the future.  The lights come on at twilight, and even a small candle can pierce the gloom of dusk.  The work of Jesus Christ is unstoppa-
ble.  As His people, we should be unconquerable.  In dark times, the church should arise.  How?  Let me suggest six ways.  

 First, we can better face the future if we know the past.  My perspective on America changed as I researched the role of the 
Bible in U.S. history.  Revisionist secularists want to erase the Christian history of America, but they don‟t have an eraser big enough.  Even 
with its sinful episodes and moments of tremendous failure, America is a miracle on whom God‟s grace has been shed.  When I see how 
God has been our help in ages past, I realize he can be our hope for years to come.  

 Second, we can better change the world if we share the Gospel.  Our problems are not primarily political, economic, education-
al, racial or cultural.  They are spiritual.  Jesus said all our evils come out of the human heart (Matthew 15:19).  Only He can change the 
heart, and only by the power of His blood.  We must share Jesus daily! 

 Third, we can better expand our influence if we support our church.  The local church is the only institution Jesus established 
when leaving this planet.  Around the world, local churches are reeling from COVID shutdowns.  God uses many means to work in our world, 
but His primary instrument is a dedicated, Biblical local church -and your church needs you!  We need you back in person if you can be and 
we must be great stewards of our tithes and offerings and give to His Church again. 

 Fourth, we can better penetrate our community if we channel Jesus’ love.  In studying the Book of Acts, I‟m amazed how gra-
ciously the Christians approached their culture.  Even when the apostles took uncompromising stands, they sought to be as loving, cordial 
and well-mannered as possible.  This is where living out the „love verse‟ I shared in the first paragraph comes into play. 

 Fifth, we can better lead if we speak truth to culture.  We must pray to be more vocal about moral issues facing our society, 
even if they occasionally have political implications.  No, we don‟t want to politicize our pulpits or churches.  No, we don‟ t want to politicize 
our pulpits or churches.  But some issues-the sanctity of life and of marriage and of sexuality, for example-are issues on which the Bible 
speaks loudly and clearly.  The world needs to hear God‟s wisdom on these issues. 

 Finally, we can better experience revival if we repent and pray for it.  When Dwight Eisenhower was running for president, he 
asked Billy Graham for a verse of Scripture.  Mr. Graham suggested 2 Chronicles 7:14, and that was the verse on which the general laid his 
hand as he took the oath of office.  It‟s still the verse we need in our world: “If My people who are called by My name will humble themselves, 
and pray and seek My face, and turn from their wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven, and will forgive their sin and heal their land.” 

Our Lord is coming again soon-maybe in this new year.  No president can stop Him.  No election can hinder Him.  No army can deter Him.  
No empire can delay him.  And no one can extinguish His work.  It‟s unstoppable because He is unassailable.  So let‟s have faith in Jesus 
and take His undaunted, unadulterated Gospel to an old world and to a new generation.     Printed from Decision 2021    

Because of Jesus, Bro. Dan 
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Good morning church.  So, what is to become of our church and it’s ministry?  Covid has 
wreaked havoc in our country and has definitely affected our church and it’s operations, but, 
can I tell you, it hasn’t stopped God or the command He gave His church.  So What are we to 
do?  You are to trust Him.  That’s what we all are to do.  Just trust Him.  Our God, our mis-
sion, and our anointing has not changed. (Psalm 91:1,2). 
I want you to know that we will move forward with our music ministry, taking precautions 
where we can to protect  those who participate.  We WILL continue to rehearse on Sunday 
morning at 8:30 to prepare to lead our people in worship each week.  We WILL be preparing 
and sharing an Easter musical this Spring.  We will be exploring opportunities to use our chil-
dren and youth in our music ministry so stay tuned.  Please know that our God is alive and 
well and so is His church.  We are overcomers.  We are led by His Spirit and empowered to 
fight the good fight in His name.  I refuse to surrender to  satan’s baseless attacks or his 
attempts to scare me or delay me in this mission. 
Is covid real?  Yes it is.  Is covid dangerous?  Absolutely.  It has taken from us some of our 
most precious saints.  Is it able to overthrow the Church of the Living God, the bride of 
Christ?  Not in a billion years.  Soooo…….. 
To those who “used” to sing with us, we could really use your help. 
To those who love music but never talked yourself into singing with us, now is the time.  We 
need you. 
To our youth.  God has given so many of you an amazing talent for singing.  Until there is a 
youth choir, would you help us? 
To our church.  PRAY, PRAY, PRAY, PRAY.  Then, COME,  COME,  COME!!!!!!!! 
Love you guys, 
Butch 

UPCOMING YOUTH MINISTRY OPPORTUNITIES 

Sunday, February 21 - 9:15 a.m. Youth Breakfast Sunday School for all youth/leaders 

 
Sunday, February 28 - 11:30 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. in the Family Life Center.  Youth  Taco Soup Fundraiser - $8.00 per plate and includes salad and 

desert.  Dine in or Carry-out. 

 
Student Life Camp to Shocco Springs Conference Center in Talladega, AL may change the dates from May 27-31 to June 11-15, but this is our 

Supper Camp that was cancelled last summer.  Cost is $369 for the whole trip.  Using Fund Raisers to help lover the cost of the trip but mon-

ey should never be the reason for you not going.  A $60.00 deposit for any teen who did not pay last year or is signing- up this year to go is 

due by March 7th. 

 

Youth/Parent/Family March Madness Movie Mania - Sunday, March 7th - 5:30 p.m.  Food, fellowship and a Faith-based movie!!  
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               DUTY SCHEDULE FOR FEBRUARY   

  MONEY COUNTER                BUILDING PATROL  

Feb. 7  Bill Colvin       Terry Harvey 

Feb. 14  Dan Merrill       Roy Lance 

Feb. 21  Linda Wiley       Bill Colvin 

Feb. 28  Rynn Tyler       Wayne Roberts 

DEACONS FOR FEBRUARY 

Feb. 7  Bill Beasley 601-807-5237 or 318-757-7307 

  Wayne Roberts 318-437-7072  

Feb. 14  Nobby Walters 501-250-6419 or 501-270-0454 

  Dennis LaRavia 985-750-5205 or 318-757-4902 

Feb. 21  Joe Webber 601-334-1492 or 318-757-4855 

  Mark Welch 318-452-7999 

Feb. 28  Dallas Batey 318-623-4730 

  Roy Lance 318-201-0540 

Feb. 3 - Sandy Roberts 

   Annette Hipp 

Feb. 4 - Myra Boyte 

Feb. 8 - Margie Gavin 

Feb. 14 - Madison Hewitt 

Feb. 16 - Callon Haines 

    Blake Grayson 

Feb 17 - Angela Jackson 
    Dan Ratcliff     

Feb. 18 - Ta Yu Huang 

               Lowrey Moak 

Feb. 22 - Jules Foster 

Feb. 23 - Eli Merrill 

Feb. 24 - Susan Grayson 

Feb. 25 - Penney Moak 

Feb. 27 - Makenna Higgins 

Feb. 28 - Michael Thornhill   

 SS NURSERY  WORSHIP SERVICE NURSERY 
Feb. 7 - Amber Jones   Rebecca Foster, Kimmie Wike, Peggy 

     Wood 

Feb. 14 - Rivers Ater   Cheryl Colvin, Freda Williams, Jenny  

     Gibson 

Feb. 21 - Amber Jones  Diane Sass, Sylvia Johns, Mary C. Blaylock 

 

Feb. 28 - Sarah Tyler   Hazel Goodwin, Janice Rogers, Gloria 

     Beasley 


