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STATEMENT 
  To make disciples of 

all people by sharing 

the Good News of 

Jesus, starting in 

Ferriday.    

          SEPTEMBER 2020 

COLLECTING IN SEPTEMBER 
Small:  coloring books, notebooks, 

picture books 

SEPTEMBER 27 

 

I recently read the following devotional in my quiet time and I wanted to share this with you. 

 

The Surgical Cure - Daily Devotions with William Barclay  

 
“If your right eye proves a stumbling -block to you, tear it out and throw it away from you; for it is better that one part of your body should be destroyed, 

than that your whole body should go away to Gehenna.  If your right hand proves a stumbling-block to you, cut it off and throw it away from you; for it is 

better for you that one part of your body should be destroyed than that your whole body should go away to Gehenna.” - Matthew 5:29-30 

 
Here Jesus makes a great and a surgical demand:  He insists that anything which is a cause of, or a seduction to, sin should be completely cut 

out of life. 

 
Of course, the words of Jesus are not to be taken with a crude literalism.  What they mean is that anything which helps to seduce us to sin is 

to be ruthlessly rooted out of life.  If there is a habit which can be seduction to evil, if there is an association which can be the cause of wrong-

doing, if there is a pleasure which could turn out to be our ruin, then that thing must be surgically excised from our life. 

 
Coming as it does immediately after the passage which deals with forbidden thoughts and desires, this passage compels us to ask:  How shall 

we free ourselves from these unclean desires and defiling thoughts?  It is the fact of experience that thoughts and pictures come unbidden into 

our minds, and it is the hardest thing on earth to shut the door to them. 

 
There is one way in which these forbidden thoughts and desires cannot be dealt with, and that is to sit down and to say, “I w ill not think of 

these things.”  The more we say, “I will not think of such and such a thing,” the more our thoughts are in fact concentrated on it.  It is the 

inevitable law of human nature that the more a man says he will not think of something, the more that something will present itself to his 

thoughts. 

 

Therefore, there are only two ways to defeat the forbidden thoughtts. 

 
The first way is by Christian action.  The best way to defeat such thoughts is to do something, to fill life so full with Christian labor and Chris-

tian service that there is no time for these thoughts to enter in; to think so much of others that it the end we entirely forget ourselves; to rid 

ourselves of a diseased and morbid introspection by concentrating not on ourselves but on other people.  The real cure for evil thoughts is 

good action. 

 
The second way is to fill the mind with good thoughts.  The only way to defeat evil thoughts is to begin to think of something else.  If any man 

is harassed by thoughts of the forbidden and unclean things, he will certainly never defeat the evil things by withdrawing from life and saying, “I 

will not think of these things.”  He can do so only by plunging into Christian action and Christian thought.  He will never d o it by trying to save 

his own life; he can do it only by flinging his life away for others. 

 

My friends, what to do when we are tempted?   

1) Get Away 

2) Get Help 

3) Get Busy 

 

I am praying that we will all have the strength and courage to continue to fight the good fight for The Kingdom of God! 

 

 

In HIS Love, 

Bro. Thomas  

FROM OUR PASTOR 
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FROM OUR  YOUTH PASTOR 

  
 The summer days are numbered as we draw closer to fall.  The youth at FBC Ferriday had 
2 major events in the month of August that we had a lot of fun at.  The August 9th Pizza and a 
Movie Night drew 21 teens and parents for a fun night in the Lord.  Our first Youth/Parent Pool 
Party on August 16th was also a great evening of fellowship, food and fun at The Merrill’s.  We 
also had our first monthly Youth Breakfast Sunday School on August 23.  I deeply appreciate our 
adults who helped out at all 3 of these events. 
 
 Now that school has finally started, we pray for a little more normal in our lives.  We realize 
lots of things are different now, but one thing that never changes:  Our God is Sovereign, in total 
control and has plans we cannot grasp at times, but He is God and we are not.  We must trust in 
Him and have faith daily to live for Jesus, despite things not being “normal” in many aspects. 
 
 The month of August into September our Youth Wednesday Nights have not only been fun, 
but we have been learning the basics of how to pray.  We spent several weeks going through and 
understanding the different parts of The Lord’s Prayer helping the teens learn why Jesus said this 
is the model prayer.  We have been studying 2 different acrostics with similar meaning to help 
them know how and what to pray, using God’s Word.  We have been learning these different as-
pects of how to pray to God, so we will make praying to  God a deeper priority in each of our lives. 
  
ACTS and PRAY, with ACTS meaning Adoration, Confession, Thanksgiving and Supplication and 
PRAY meaning Praise, Request, Admit and Yield. 1. Praise and Adoration go together, followed 
by 2. Confession and Admit, 3. Request/Supplication and 4. Yield/Thanksgiving.  The big idea has 
been that Prayer is the key to the Christian life - anytime, anywhere we can connect with God, 
and He always listens to our hearts and hears our prayers.  Prayer is the world’s greatest wireless 
connection.  We always have full bars and 100% charge when we go to God in prayer and pray 
everything we pray with making sure we say, “Your Will be done”. 

FBC FERRIDAY YOUTH MINISTRY IN SEPTEMBER 2020 

  
 The month of September focus is on the See You at The Pole 2020 Theme:  RETURN, RESTORE, REVIVE from 2 Kings 

23:25 (ESV).  “Josiah...turned in total and repentant obedience to God.”   

 Wednesday, September 16th 7:25 p.m. Meet at Ferriday High School to pray. 

 Sunday School Promotion Day Sunday September 20. 

 Youth Breakfast Sunday School:  Sunday, September 20 at 9:15 a.m. 
All Youth bring some breakfast food as we meet all together for a bible study led by Bro. Dan.  Youth Teachers and Youth will be together for 

just this Sunday.  This is our once a month Youth Breakfast Sunday School. 

 Student Global Prayer Emphasis Week Sunday September 20-Saturday September 26. 

 Youth/Parent Fall Game Night at the FBC Ferriday Gym: Sunday September 27 from 5:30 - 7:45 p.m. 
There will be food and some fun games such as Gaga Ball, 9 Square in the Air, as well as group games like Fish Bowl. Please join us in these times 

of getting closer to the Lord through fellowship together. 
 YOUTH WEDNESDAY NIGHTS, meet weekly from 5:30 - 7:17 p.m.  Snack meal, treats, drinks, games and Bible study led by Bro. 

Dan, each week.  New series coming. 

COMING IN OCTOBER 

Possibly a Saturday night youth/parent/family Fall Picnic, Pumpkin Carving event in late October! 

 

More coming soon!   It is a joy to serve as your interim youth pastor.  

 Because of Jesus,  Bro. Dan  
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Good morning friends, 
       I could write a book about all the things swirling through my head and heart right now, but let me share a few of them 
with you this morning. 
       Does anyone remember what “normal” felt like and are we sure it was normal? Obviously our country, as well as our 
world, is in crisis. My question is WHY? Many have taken to the airwaves to proclaim God’s judgment on our sinful actions 
and have proclaimed that we are getting what we deserve. I can’t say I totally disagree with most of that, but I’m not smart 
enough or spiritual enough to declare that God is DOING this to us or merely allowing the consequences of our  actions to 
run their course and allowing us to suffer the consequences. I do know that in all things, in all ways, God’s heart is for His 
children to come home, to repent of sin, and to follow our Lord Jesus. Are we getting the message? I read today from the 
book of Ezekiel as he was being told by God that he was an appointed watchman to the nations of Israel and Judah. HE told 
Ezekiel that if we warn them and they don't repent, it’s their fault. IF we DON’T warn them and they don't repent, the blame 
will be ours. The last thing Jesus said to us before ascending into heaven from the earth after his resurrection was, “Go into 
the whole world, teach the whole gospel, and baptize them in the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.” How do you 
think we have done? Me neither. 
       Maybe it is time for a new normal. One where EVERYTHING about Jesus outranks anything about the world. He is more 
important than money, sports, education, achievements, investments, political gain or personal preference. I don’t act that 
way. I should. Before this discourse gets unbearably long, here is my conviction. Whether I name it and claim it is up to me.  
       Church attendance is more important than anything else we could find to do with our weekends. It’s where HE expects 
us to be. God gifted us FOR ministry...ALL of us. He didn’t designate anyone to be on the sideline. You may be a second 
string singer or a second string teacher, but you need to be prepared to teach or sing or clean or fix or serve if someone else 
can’t. Use your gift. Be involved. 
       Being conservative, by nature, labels us a pacifist. We don’t want to stir the water. It’s time to stir the water. You are 
facing the single most important election is the history of this country this year. What policies on the table this year are im-
portant to God and how He has commanded us to live? As Christians, your responsibility is to vote for Jesus and His will.  
Who would HE vote for? It’s time to forget about us and think about Him. It’s time to pray. 
Love you all, 
Butch 

          FINANCES AS OF AUGUST 2020 

 

Spent YTD:           $125,427 

Budget Giving YTD:        $168,471 

Deacon Team of the Week    

 
Sep 6 - Sep 12 Nobby Walters 501-250-6419 or 501-270-0454 

       Dennis LaRavia 985-750-5205 or 318-757-4902 

 

Sep 13 - Sep 19 Joe Webber 601-334-1492 or 318-757-4855 

        Mark Welch 318-452-7999 

 

Sep 20 - Sep 26 Dallas Batey 318-623-4730 

                         Roy Lance 318-201-0540 

 

Sep 27 - Oct 3 Bill Colvin 601-870-9681 or 318-757-7309 

           Wayne Roberts 318-737-7072 

       SS Nursery                       Worship Service Nursery 
 

Sep 6  Amber Jones Diane Sass; Sylvia Johns, MC Blaylock 

 

Sep 13 Sarah Tyler Hazel Goodwin; Janice Rogers;  

   Gloria Beasley 
Sep 20 Rivers Ater Mika White; Odessa Freeman;        

   Peggy Crow  

 

Sep 27 Amber Jones Debra Moak; Linda Wilson; 

   Roselinda Maxwell 
 

Pickup date: 

Sept. 21 
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SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

Sep 12 -   Matt Goodwin 

    Amilee Jones 

Sep 14 -   Tommye Jean Jones 

Sep 15 -    Jean Odenwald 

Sep 19 -           Parker Johns 

Sep 20 -    Kenneth Roberts 

Sep 21 -    Sara Jackson 

 

Sep 22 -   Catherine Dodd 

    Rivers Ater 

    Micki Smith 

Sep 28 -    Buddy Adams 

Sep 28 -    Larry Bagbee 

Sep 29 -    Kathryn Crews 

    Brenda Cain 

    Jonah Thornhill 

Find us on Facebook! 
www.facebook.com/

firstbaptistchurchferriday 

DUTY SCHEDULE FOR SEPTEMBER 

   

 MONEY COUNTER                       BUILDING PATROL  

 SEP   6 - Sonny Jones   Wayne Roberts 

 SEP 13 - Randy Maxwell  Dennis LaRavia 

 SEP 20 - Bill Beasley   Mark Welch 

 SEP 27 - Nobby Walters  Robbie Hargis 


