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Calvary Connection 

November 2022 
     A Newsletter of Calvary Baptist Church 

     Volume XXXVIII  Number 11 
225 Holly Lane 

Elizabethton, TN 37643 

Pot Luck Supper 

Sunday, November 20 at 6:30 pm 

Each family bring 2 dishes 

Sign up sheets at both entrances to Sanctuary 

Retirement Reception for Carol 

Sunday, November 27 at 7:30 pm 

Each family bring your favorite finger food. 



November: the month of Veterans’ Day, Thanksgiving Day,  

Black Friday, and who knows, maybe even a flake or three of  

snow. I can dream, can’t I? As we enter this holiday season, it’s  

also important for another reason. On November 27, Christian congregations all over the world 

will welcome and celebrate the beginning of Advent, that lasts until Christmas day. The word 

advent refers to an arrival, an appearance, or a coming of something or someone of great  

importance. E.g., December 21st marks the advent of winter. The Advent season announces the 

good news that nearly 2000 years ago, Christ came to and lived upon our pale blue spinning dot. 

Traditionally, odd as it might seem, we begin the celebration of Christ’s first advent by being 

reminded of His second advent. There are quite a number of Old Testament overtures, especially 

in Isaiah, of a coming Messiah, and the New Testament proceeds on the assumption that  

Messiah has come. According to the NT, the Lord Jesus Christ has 2 advents or comings: 

1.  His first advent, in which He came as a suffering servant; 

2. His second advent, in which He shall come as a reigning king. 

Romans 13:11-14 is a NT portion of Scripture that has strong overtones of the second advent  

of Christ. 

Notice the numerous time words: Present time (v. 11); The hour has come (v. 11); Nearer (v. 11); 

Night, Day (v. 12); Daytime (v. 13). These are indicators that something of great importance is 

about to take place.  

Two of the most important original NT words that are often translated by the English word time 

are the words chronos and kairos. I know you recognize the first one. Chronos is clock time, as in 

the words chronological, chronicle, chronograph. In different ways, these are referring to time 

that is measured here on earth. Kairos, on the other hand, is dramatic time, essentially referring 

to a decisive or crucial moment, a moment of destiny. In the text I referenced, we are dealing 

with kairos time.  

Let me illustrate. Have you ever witnessed an event or had an experience that you knew at the 

moment it occurred would change your life forever? Some of you have vivid memories, indelibly 

branded on your mind, of November 22, 1963. Some of us, myself included, will never forget 

where we were and what we were doing on September 11, 2001. Those are kairos moments. 

When Paul wrote to the church at Rome, they understood him to be saying that the moment of 

destiny had arrived. Kairos time is God’s time, not ours, and therefore cannot be measured as 

our time. It’s one of those moments as was so beautifully stated by Andrew Marvell “…Time’s 

winged chariot hurrying near.” Kairos time is based on God’s redemptive work through the Lord 

Jesus Christ. His birth, life, death, resurrection, and ascension marked the beginning of a new era. 

Kairos time marks an era of change from this age to the next; from a time of darkness to light; 

from the old to the new (II Cor. 5:17). Rom. 13:11 is worded variously by our English translations, 

but regardless of the translation, it conveys a sense of urgency: “It is high time to wake out of 

sleep” (KJV). The second advent of Christ, as the first, calls for alertness, readiness, anticipation.  

I love that line “…our salvation is nearer now than when we first believed.” Salvation is not  

merely conversion, that’s just the entry point. Salvation is the whole, massive process and plan 

of God’s restoring the paradise that was lost. It includes the entire created order (cf. Rom. 8). 

Everything gets “fixed” that’s, as we say here in the South, “tore up.” One of my dear friends 

said, while facing a major health crisis that almost took her life, “It’s so much bigger than all of 

us.” She was nearly gone, teetering on that thin line between life and death when she said that.  

I believe her. “It’s so much bigger than all of us.” 

 When Christ came the first time, God caught the world off guard. Oh, there were a relative 

handful of people looking for the Messiah, but for the most part, the birth of Jesus didn’t even 

make the evening news. While Caesar Augustus slept comfortably in the capital that swayed the 

world with an iron rod of raw power, 2500 miles to the south, God poked a hole in the thin 

membrane of time. Through that hole, He slipped into our existence as one of us. Time was  

forever altered. 

Advent ever bids us to be awake to God’s work around us and within in. You just never know 

where Emmanuel, “God With Us,” might show up.  

A blessed November and Advent season to all. 

 

What Time Is It? Romans 13:11-14 

Interim Pastor Chris R. Hughes 



Parents, here is a glimpse of what is just around the corner for the youth program. 

We will be going to an Escape room on Sunday evening, November 13. The Youth 

scavenger hunt and mystery progressive dinner is set for Friday, December 17.  

If anyone is interested in hosting a stop for the progressive dinner, please contact 

Mark. The Youth Christmas Drama is scheduled for Sunday, December 18th. We 

have Christmas play practice every Sunday and Wednesday nights at 6:30. For our 

performance to be successful and reach people with the true meaning of Christ-

mas, it will take all of us participating and learning our lines. Parents, let me  

encourage you to be involved in helping your teen(s) learn their lines. I would like 

to Thank You in advance for your support on this endeavor. 

Thank you, Calvary, for the wonderful lunch, the cards, gift cards and the mone-

tary gifts for Pastor and staff appreciation month. It is truly an honor and privilege 

to serve as your Associate/ Youth Pastor at Calvary. 

       Running the Race, 

      Mark 

      

1We are surrounded by a great cloud 

of people whose lives tell us  

what faith means.  

So let us run the race that is  

before us and never give up.  

We should remove from our lives  

anything that would get in the way 

and the sin that so easily holds us 

back. 2Let us look only to Jesus,  

the One who began our faith and 

who makes it perfect. He suffered 

death on the cross. But he accepted 

the shame as if it were nothing  

because of the joy that God put  

before him. And now he is sitting at 

the right side of God’s throne. 

3Think about Jesus’ example.  

He held on while wicked people  

were doing evil things to him.  

So do not get tired and stop trying. 

Hebrews 12:1-3 NCV 

A Note from Carol 

First of all, I am so grateful to God for the past 23 years He has allowed me to serve Him and you 

here at Calvary Baptist Church. Many of you don’t know the circumstances of how God brought 

me here, so let me just take a few moments to tell you my story. 

I worked at a local manufacturing plant in the accounting department for almost 22 years before 

it closed down. I worked in the Accounts Payable, General Accounting, and Payroll departments. 

Shortly after the announcement was made that the plant would be closing many people went 

ahead and left for other jobs. I was the only person left in the payroll department, so I stayed 

until the last day the doors were open.  

After that, I had about six months off and began Precept Bible studies. During this time, God  

revealed Himself to me in so many ways. Following my six-month “sabbatical” I was praying 

about where God would lead me in my career. I remember sitting cross-legged  on my bed (I 

can’t do that anymore, lol!) asking God to allow me to serve Him with the next chapter in my life. 

I did not want just “another job,” but I wanted to serve Him with my life however He saw fit. 

In the meantime, I got a job at a local place of business helping with the bookkeeping work. I was 

miserable. At that time every Friday night Gary and I, and Brenda and Harvey Norris (my sister 

and brother-in-law) always went to Brenda’s and Gary’s dad’s house for dinner. At one of these 

dinners, I was expressing my misery (to put it nicely!) about my job. Brenda piped up and said, 

“Well, we will be needing a Church Secretary in the near future.” I said great! And I got them a 

resume and Harvey turned it in. Several months went by and I had forgotten about the church 

secretary position. I quit the bookkeeping job but continued to pray. Then, out of the blue one 

day Harvey asked, “Are you still interested the church secretary position?” and I said, “Sure!” 

I went to the interview—it was a large group of people: Brother Joe and Teresa, Buddy Jones, 

Josh Allen, Tyler Hyder, Patti Oliver, and Gail Grindstaff. When I walked in Brother Joe’s office  

I was more than a little intimidated at first. But, as we were talking it was as if I had known them 

all my life. (Isn’t that how it always is when you fellowship with other believers?)  

After the interview Brother Joe said they had a few more interviews and he would be in touch 

with me. Well, about a couple of hours later my phone rang and he offered me the position.  

Now, 23 years have flown by, and it is time for retirement. I know God has some amazing plans 

for Calvary. I am excited for you. And you will always be in my heart and my prayers. I love you all 

and look forward to seeing what God will continue to do here as you minister to the community 

and the world and show them how to “Experience Calvary’s Love.” 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 2 3 4 5 

6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

13 14 15 16 17 18 19 

20 21 22 23 24 25 26 

27 28 29 30    

~~ Weekly Schedule ~~ 
Sundays: 

9:45 a.m. - Sunday School 

11:00 a.m. - Morning Worship, 
Kids Worship, Preschool 

Extended Session 

6:30 p.m. - Evening Worship, 
Youth Bible Study, 

Kids Christmas Program Rehearsal, 
Preschool Classes 

Wednesdays: 
8 a.m.-6:30 p.m.— 

Sanctuary Open for Prayer  

5:30 p.m.— 
Praise Band Practice 

6:15 p.m.— 
Youth IgNiTe 

6:30 p.m.— 
Adult Prayer Mtg./Bible Study, 

Kids Christmas Program Rehearsal 

~~Giving Report ~~ 
October Budget Receipts: 

25,807.00 

October Budget Needs: 
 28,969.85  

Monthly Under Budget: 
(3,162.85) 

Year to Date Under Budget: 
(3,162.85) 

~~Nov. Money Counters~~ 

Joe Carpenter; Eddie Pless 

Sub-Barb Robinson 

Set  
your 

clocks 
back 1 
hour 

7:30—Church 
Council Mtg. 

11:15—Kids to 
Bristol Caverns. 

PM Business Meeting; 
Youth to Escape Room 

10—M & Ms to 
Cracker Barrel 

Carol’s last day. 

7:30—SS Teachers 
Meeting 

No Wednesday  
Services 

6:30 
pm 

Pot Luck Supper 
Sunday, November 20 at 6:30 pm 

Each family bring 2 dishes 
Sign up sheets at both entrances to Sanctuary 

Retirement Reception for Carol 
Sunday, November 27 at 7:30 pm 

Each family bring your  
favorite finger food. 

7:30 pm 

Office Closed 
11/23-25 for 
Thanksgiving 
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