
Mothers Day: 1 Samuel 1:26-28

A few years ago a newspaper ran an interesting article 
entitled, “Why I Love My Mother.” The article was actually 
responses from small children. Little 7-year-old “Simon” 
responded, “She takes me out for a snack every Monday 
night. She lets me sleep in her closet.”  “Shelia” (age 8) said, 
“Because she’s always there when I need help. If I had to 
pick a mother, I’d pick her.” Five-year-old “Christopher” 
noted about his mom, “I love my mother because she teach 
me about Jesus, also my mother takes good care of me. I 
have the greatest mom in whole wide world.” 

It is obvious the children responding above love their 
mothers. It is further obvious a pattern develops in the 
answers children gave. Whether the children are sick or 
hungry, bored or burdened, mommy meets their needs. In 
addition, at least one of the children zeroed in on the most 
significant need a child possesses—a spiritual need, a need 
to know Jesus. 

Today’s special topic addresses the spiritual life of mothers. 
If children have spiritual needs, mom must be spiritually 
prepared. Therefore, the mother’s prayer life becomes 
essential to the well-being of her children. 

To address this topic, we are profiling the life of a praying 
mother in the Old Testament. Her name is Hannah. Our 
textual core is 1 Samuel 1:26-28. However, the entire 
chapter serves as a backdrop for our theme. As we make our 
way through these verses, let’s follow the outline below:

I.  Her Painful Circumstances (vv. 1-8)
II.  Her Prayer Commitment (vv. 9-18)
III.  Her Powerful Concentration (vv. 19-28)

We live in a day and age when we desperately need men 
and women of God. As the text unfolds, we will observe 
that, in some important ways, our culture is much like 
Israel in the time of the Judges. Samuel was one of the 
greatest Judges of Israel. And his life’s story surprisingly 
begins with the story of a faithful mother—Hannah. 
The secret of Samuel’s greatness may be captured by 
the greatness of Samuel’s mother before he was born. 
In fact, her greatness in prayer is the very instrument 
which accounts for his life.

The prophet writes, “Now there was a certain man of 
Ramathaimzophim, of mount Ephraim, and his name 
was Elkanah, the son of Jeroham, the son of Elihu, the 
son of Tohu, the son of Zuph, an Ephrathite: And he 
had two wives; the name of the one was Hannah, and 
the name of the other Peninnah: and Peninnah had 
children, but Hannah had no children” (vv. 1-2). 

Hannah was a converted woman. Her name means 
“Gracious Woman.” Every child needs a Christian 
mother. In fact, being Christian is the best possible 
thing a healthy child requires in a mother. Just like 
“Christopher” in our opening, teaching one’s child about 
Jesus is vital to the spiritual development of that child. 
And, it obviously follows that the only way a mother 
can rightly teach about a living personal relationship 
with Jesus Christ is to have one herself. 

Hannah’s home was a good home, but it was far from 
perfect. Elkanah, Hannah’s husband, went routinely to 
the house of God for worship. The prophet states, “And 
this man went up out of his city yearly to worship and 
to sacrifice unto the LORD of hosts in Shiloh. And the 
two sons of Eli, Hophni and Phinehas, the priests of 
the LORD, were there. And when the time was that 
Elkanah offered, he gave to Peninnah his wife, and to all 
her sons and her daughters, portions: But unto Hannah 
he gave a worthy portion; for he loved Hannah: but the 
LORD had shut up her womb” (vv. 3-5). 

I.  Her Painful Circumstances  
(vv. 1-8)Let’s Begin
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Note first, Hannah’s godless culture. Hannah lived in the time of the judges, a 
time when everyone behaved in ways “right in his own eyes” ( Jg. 21:25). People 
sought their own pathways, their own morality, and made decisions based upon 
their own values and insight. Sound familiar? Indeed it sounds precisely like our 
own culture today. We have forsaken moral absolutes and chosen instead to base 
morality on what I “feel” is right or what the statistical “majority” thinks is right.

Hence, today’s women are faced with feminism, sexual looseness, sexual 
perversion like no other time in history. To be a godly woman in America today 
is not easy. 

Second, Hannah had no children. According to Scripture, “the LORD had shut 
up her womb” (v. 2). Jewish women looked upon barrenness as a curse. Even in 
our culture some women feel as if their childless condition makes them less than 
womanly. It is not that Hannah did not want children, obviously. Nor did her 
husband think less of her because she was childless. Nevertheless, her lack of 
bearing children brought tremendous pain to her life. The prophet states, “And 
her adversary also provoked her sore, for to make her fret, because the LORD 
had shut up her womb” (v. 6). 

II. Her Prayer Commitment (vv. 9-18)

Reflection Connection
Reflect upon the health of your 
home. How does it measure up 
to the biblical expectations for a 
godly home? Explain.

Some give up when problems come. Not Hannah. She does not allow her painful 
circumstances to get her down. Instead, she follows her pain and sorrow back to 
God! How would our life be different if we took Hannah as our example when 
painful times threaten our joy?

First, Hannah considers the Word of God. Admittedly, the text does not specifically 
say she opened her Bible and began to read (obviously Bibles like we have did 
not exist in those days). We may nonetheless assume she followed the path of 
her faithful ancestors (cp. Gen. 16:1; 
30:1). Troubles are always a call to 
consider the Word of God (Rom. 
15:4). No matter the situation we 
face, God’s Word speaks to it. Indeed 
it is not too much to say that no one 
can know the will of God apart from 
the Word of God. 

Second, Hannah considers the house 
of God. The tabernacle was located 
at Shiloh during Hannah’s era. Like in the temple later, sacrifices were made 
for the people at the tabernacle. The question immediately presents itself to 
us: where do we go when we are facing difficulty? Too often the inclination is 
to run away from God. Indeed running from God is precisely what Adam did 
when his eyes were opened in the Garden. Hearing the Lord approaching, he 
and Eve ran and hid themselves (Gen. 3:8). Sinful men and women have been 
running ever since.

On the other hand, Hannah knew exactly where to go with her problems. She 
went to the house of God. Do we? Bringing our problems to the foot of the 
cross will always result in a renewed sense of joy and satisfaction in the Lord. 
God will encourage us and strengthen our weakened faith.

No matter the 
situation we 
face, God’s Word 
speaks to it. 
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God reads 
our heart 
like an open 
book. 

Third, Hannah considered the throne of God. Here we come to the heart of the 
theme today. The Bible says, “Hannah rose up after they had eaten in Shiloh, 
and after they had drunk. Now Eli the priest sat upon a seat by a post of the 
temple of the LORD. And she was in bitterness of soul, and prayed unto the 
LORD, and wept sore. And she vowed a vow, and said, O LORD of hosts, if 
thou wilt indeed look on the affliction of thine handmaid, and remember me, 
and not forget thine handmaid, but wilt give unto thine handmaid a man child, 
then I will give him unto the LORD all the days of his life, and there shall no 
razor come upon his head” (vv. 9-11). 

Hannah not only entered the house of God, 
she also fell on her knees before the throne 
of God. We may visit the church and not see 
God or hear from Him. Going to a worship 
service does not guarantee we will experience 
God. Hannah would leave nothing to chance. 
She immediately got on her knees and began 
to pray. 

Note the description of Hannah’s prayer 
as “bitterness of soul” as she “wept sore.” Her request was candid but sincere, 
expressing the need she had in her heart. God knows when we offer plastic 
prayers. We may think we are pleasing God when we say things in prayer we 
imagine He wants us to say. We may even fool others into thinking our prayers 
are lofty and profound. However, God reads our heart like an open book. He 
knows if our prayer is authentic or simply “going through the motions.”

What a blessing when women pray! What a blessing when mothers pray! A 
mother’s prayer will move heaven to the glory of God. When mom sheds tears 
before her Lord, God looks down with mercy and grace. Again, observe where 
true prayer is found. It is not found in profound words but in a broken heart, a 
heart like Hannah’s.

Finally, consider the vow Hannah made to her Lord. While some attempt to 
“bargain” with God, attempting to make deals with the Holy One, it is a mistake 
to read Hannah’s prayer as an attempt to bribe God. In fact, Hannah’s request 
for a son and her subsequent vow to offer him to the Lord, was the instrument 
God used to turn Israel from the sinful period of the judges. Hannah remains 
one of those who, by prayer, faith, and dedication moved Israel toward their 
rightful place as God’s chosen nation. 

Reflection Connection
What makes a prayer sincere? 
What makes a prayer insin-
cere? Are there ways to pur-
sue to make sure our prayers 
remain sincere?

III. Her Powerful Concentration (vv. 19-28)
As a result of Hannah’s robust, sincere prayer, God answers from heaven. She 
is promised a son. One day in the near future a baby’s cry would be heard from 
Hannah’s tent.

The prophet writes, “And they rose up in the morning early, and worshipped 
before the LORD, and returned, and came to their house to Ramah: and 
Elkanah knew Hannah his wife; and the LORD remembered her. Wherefore it 
came to pass, when the time was come about after Hannah had conceived, that 
she bare a son, and called his name Samuel, saying, Because I have asked him of 
the LORD” (vv. 19-20). 
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First, notice how Hannah remembered. When Hannah and her husband 
returned home, the Lord “remembered her” in their marital relations, and she 
conceived. Consequently, when she gave birth to a son, she too remembered 
God’s promise to her, “Because I have asked him of the LORD.” Indeed from 
then on, every time Hannah nursed the 
child, met his needs, taught him to talk, 
and watched him grow up in other ways, 
she recalled the promise God gave to her.

If only mothers today could look at their 
children with the same frame of mind as 
did Hannah. That is, God gave you the 
children you have as a gift from Him. 
Even if your experience is not the same 
as was Hannah’s, your child remains a 
grace gift from God. It is, therefore, your 
responsibility to instill in your children the love of God, and lead them to the 
cross of Jesus Christ. 

Hannah not only remembered, but she also rejoiced. The first ten verses of 
chapter 2 record Hannah’s joy as she dedicated her son, Samuel, to God. Hear 
her opening, “And Hannah prayed, and said, My heart rejoiceth in the LORD, 
mine horn is exalted in the LORD: my mouth is enlarged over mine enemies; 
because I rejoice in thy salvation. There is none holy as the LORD: for there is 
none beside thee: neither is there any rock like our God” (2:1-2). 

The last we hear of the mother Hannah, we find her rejoicing in the Lord. She is 
happy to give her one and only child to God. Some parents want their children 
to have enough “religion” to keep them out of jail, but not enough of Jesus to 
see them sent to the mission field. Not Hannah. She gave back to God what 
He gave to her. Consequently, each trip to the tabernacle was even more joyful 
to Hannah. She not only got to worship God, she got to see her beloved son. 
What a joy!

God gave you 
the children 
you have as a 
gift from Him. 

Reflection Connection
 Reflect for a few moments upon 
God’s promises. Are there times 
when you forget God has made 
a particular promise to you 
from His Word? Are there times 
when you feel God Himself has 
forgotten?

Wrap Up
In this study, we have discovered the awesome power of a praying mother. 
Just like Hannah, mothers who pray place themselves in a position to change 
the world. They become God’s indisputable instruments in declaring His 
glory. Even though Hannah faced painful circumstances, she remained 
unhindered in her commitment to pray. Samuel was conceived and served 
as one of the greatest prophets because of his mother’s prayer.

Golden Greek Nugget
“Bitterness of soul” was the 
description given to Hannah 
as she prayed before the Lord 
in the tabernacle (v. 10). 
The Hebrew word “marah” 
translated “bitterness” often 
described a foul, unpleasant 
taste in the mouth such as the 
bitter tasting waters of Marah 
(Ex. 15:33). Furthermore, it 
often described anguish of 
soul (Gen. 27:34). Hannah’s 
heavy heart displays her 
burden before the Lord.


