
Easter: Luke 24:13-35

For over three years, Jesus had been the 
topic of conversation from the hills of 
Galilee to the wilderness of Judea. His 
ministry and miracles had stirred the 
land with hopes of deliverance. But the 
cross had ended it all.

The fact is, Jesus was dead. The 
Kingdom He talked about had shrunk 
to the narrow dimensions of a tomb. The 
robe His followers had hoped He would 
wear was now a shroud. The throne He 
was to occupy was now a tomb. Jesus 
was dead.

The disciples stumbled blindly down 
Calvary’s Hill. Their hopes had ended 
in a horror of disaster and defeat. Not 
a man or woman among them believed 
He would ever live again.

Given these circumstances, our study 
today focuses on the disciples’ journey 
into a new found joy. As we explore our 
passage, let’s follow the outline below:

I.   The Divine Conversation 
(vv. 13-24)

II.   The Divine Confrontation 
(vv. 25-27)

III.   The Divine Consummation 
(vv. 28-35)

As the disciples journeyed to Emmaus, they talked about the things that 
had happened. Luke records the context of their conversation, “And, behold, 
two of them went that same day to a village called Emmaus, which was 
from Jerusalem about threescore furlongs. And they talked together of all 
these things which had happened” (vv. 13-14). As if tossing a ball between 
them, they talked about the things which had happened, the words He had 
said, and the sad events leading up to the crucifixion. While they talked, a 
stranger drew alongside and walked with them. They silently listened as the 
stranger asked them questions and were amazed at His “ignorance.” From 
what they could tell the stranger knew nothing of the events surrounding 
the death of Jesus (vv. 19-20).

Note first, their faith had been shaken. Luke writes, “But we trusted that it 
had been he which should have redeemed Israel: and beside all this, today is 
the third day since these things were done. Yea, and certain women also of 
our company made us astonished, which were early at the sepulchre; And 
when they found not his body, they came, saying, that they had also seen 
a vision of angels, which said that he was alive. And certain of them which 
were with us went to the sepulchre, and found it even so as the women 
had said: but him they saw not” (vv. 21-24). The disciples really believed 
in Jesus. By witnessing His miracles, their now skeptical hearts had once 
throbbed with belief as they heard Him speak words like no man had ever 
spoken before.

Now, however, He had been arrested, tried, condemned, and died a violent 
death on a Roman cross. How like our world today. Somewhere in the 
complexities of our age, faith 
has been overcome. Rather 
than faith in God, humanity 
has placed faith in technology, 
politics, philosophy, psychology, 
history, science, and religion. 
God has been removed not 
only from the sphere of the 
reasonable but also from the 
sphere of faith.

Second, observe their hope had been shattered. It is one thing for faith to be 
shaken, but an entirely different thing for hope to be shattered. Forgiveness 
is forfeited when hope is absent (cp. v. 47). Since Jesus died, they were still in 
their sins. Ours is a world with no hope, a world filled with pessimism and 
despair. In such a world it remains impossible to see any way out. For the 
disciples, Jesus was the deliverer. Now, however, the deliverer was dead.

I. The Divine Conversation (vv. 13-24)

Let’s Begin
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Journey Into Joy

Reflection Connection
Reflect for a moment on the 
closest person you have ever 
lost due to death. Connect your 
own grief with the grief of the 
disciples.
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Finally, their love was stifled. The disciples loved the Lord Jesus. His care for them 
and instruction to them were already being missed. Indeed it was not difficult 
to love someone like Jesus. It never is. He had brought them so much joy. They 
experienced His miracles in healing blind men, curing lepers, and calming storms. 
He called them His family. The disciples wanted to shower their support and 
love upon Him. But Jesus was gone; Jesus was dead.

II. The Divine Confrontation (vv. 25-27)

The magnificent stranger began to speak. Luke writes, “Then he said unto them, 
O fools, and slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have spoken: Ought not 
Christ to have suffered these things, and to enter into his glory? And beginning 
at Moses and all the prophets, he expounded unto them in all the scriptures the 
things concerning himself ” (vv. 25-27). As He spoke, Christ confronted the two 
disciples with a three-fold truth.

First, Jesus revealed prophetic truth. The stranger whom they had not recognized 
unlocked their Bible for them in a way they had never recalled. However, they 
could not quite put it together. He showed them Jesus was the sum and substance 
of every word on the sacred pages of the Old Testament. For the patriarchs, 
Jesus was the law’s fulfillment; for the Psalmists, Jesus was love’s fulfillment; and 
for the prophets, Jesus was life’s fulfillment.

Multitudes of eloquent and learned men have expounded Moses, the Writings, 
and the Prophets. Yet no one ever heard such an exposition as the risen Christ 
gave to the two confused disciples. He needed no scroll to bring the sacred 
Scripture to life. He made them see Scripture in a new and living way. The pages 
burned with light and direction as He explained their meaning. They confessed 
after He left, “did not our hearts burn within us...” (v. 32).

If we ever allow the Son of God to be the key to interpreting the Word of God, 
the Bible in all its parts will clearly unfold to us in unprecedented ways. Charles 
Spurgeon once said, “Wherever I am in Scripture, I make a beeline to the cross.” 
Such was Spurgeon’s way of saying every page of Scripture must allow Christ to 
be the interpretive key.

Second, Jesus revealed historic truth. Good prophecy is not bad history. In fact, 
truth cannot be truthful apart from factual history. God is the God of history. 
The life of Jesus was prophecy fulfilled in flesh and blood. If the cross of Christ 
had failed, Christianity would have never existed. Satan had to be conquered 
so completely that there never would be any question (cp. Gen. 3:15). Satan’s 
ultimate power was death. However, Jesus Christ conquered death and 
consequently stripped Satan of all power. Believers now no more fear death. 
Jesus Christ is alive. And, because He lives, so do we!

Third, Jesus revealed dynamic truth. As Jesus spoke, the Holy Spirit worked on 
the hearts of the two disciples. Thick scales fell from their eyes. For the first time, 
they began to realize it was Jesus with whom they spoke. Undoubtedly, they 
began to recall how He said He would rise from the dead in three days. Didn’t 
Jonah remain three days in the fish before he came forth? Didn’t the women say 

Reflection Connection
What assists you in your read-
ing of Scripture to make Jesus 
Christ the interpretative key? 
Explain.
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His body was not to be found? Didn’t Peter and John substantiate their report? 
One thing after another began to make sense.

When Jesus Christ becomes the key to interpreting the Scripture, we began to 
connect the dots. Scripture makes good, clear sense. Our hearts begin to move 
within us. As these truths are impressed upon us by the Holy Spirit, just like the 
disciples our hearts and minds begin to glow with heaven’s message. Faith sparks 
and spiritual life burns within our hearts. 

Reflection Connection
Reflect on the ways the Lord 
Jesus sanctifies your home. 
What would guests say were 
they asked of your home, “Is it a 
Christian home?”

 III. The Divine Consummation (vv. 28-35)

When the disciples arrived at their destination, the stranger acted as if He would 
move on along. Being the perfect gentleman, He must have an invitation; He 
must be invited in. We cannot expect the Lord 
Jesus to burst down our heart’s door and come 
barging in. He will not do so. He awaits our 
invitation. Some people put off inviting Christ 
into their life. It cannot be overemphasized; 
Christ awaits our request for His presence. 
Perhaps someone you know awaits some “sign” 
that God loves him or her and desires him or 
her to be saved. The fact is, nothing more can 
be done than God’s sending His only Son to die on the cross for our sin ( John 
3:16; cp. Isa. 5:1-5). Calvary proves God loves everyone and desires them to be 
saved.

What happens when Jesus comes in? Note carefully Luke’s words, “But they 
constrained him, saying, Abide with us: for it is toward evening, and the day 
is far spent. And he went in to tarry with them. And it came to pass, as he sat 
at meat with them, he took bread, and blessed it, and brake, and gave to them. 
And their eyes were opened, and they knew him; and he vanished out of their 
sight” (vv. 29-31). 

First, Jesus satisfies our hearts. When Jesus began to converse with them in their 
home, they sensed a new satisfaction. Their gloom was dispelled, and their 
sadness evaporated. The completion of any journey into joy must bring a warm 
heart. That’s exactly what the disciples experienced—a warm heart. Indeed 
a warm heart is what we all need. We may have all the facts right about the 
resurrection, but we need the fire. We have theology but we also must have 
doxology! In the end, Christianity is not primarily a matter of the head, but a 
matter of the heart (cp. Rom. 10:9).

Second, Jesus sanctifies our home. Jesus entered the disciples’ home as a guest. 
Almost immediately He became the host. Jesus not only is Lord of heaven, 
He is also Lord of our home. No area of our life escapes the Lordship of Jesus 
Christ. Joy is incomplete unless it goes home with us. Our home ought to be the 
most joyful place on earth. Too often the home is a tragic place of contention. 
Indeed more policemen are injured in the line of duty settling disputes between 
family members than almost every other situation. If joy is complete, Jesus must 
reign in our homes.

He awaits 
our 
invitation. 
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Jesus seals our happiness. When Christ comes home with us and enters our haven, 
He seals our happiness. The disciples saw His hands and then he vanished. The 
same hour, the two renewed disciples returned to Jerusalem (vv. 32-35). The 
seven mile run seemed like a short sprint to them. Their excitement spilled over 
into the fellowship of the disciples. They exclaimed, “The Lord is risen indeed, 
and hath appeared to Simon” (v. 34). Our journey to joy is complete when Jesus 
satisfies our heart, sanctifies our home, and seals our happiness.

Wrap Up
In this study, we observed a journey from mourning to joy. The disciples 
were distraught because Jesus was dead. However, He did not stay dead! 
Nothing could hold the Son of God in the grave. No boulder could keep 
the risen Savior in the tomb. Prophecy had predicted an empty tomb, and 
the demons from hell could not hinder it from taking place. Even more, 
since the risen Savior is the center of the prophetic Word, He remains the 
interpretive key in understanding the Word of God. And, when we allow 
the Lord Jesus full access to our lives, the inevitable result will always be a 
journey into the full joy of the Lord.

Golden Greek Nugget
The two disciples queried 
after the Lord left them 
concerning their experience 
with the Lord Jesus, “Did 
not our heart burn within 
us, while he talked with us by 
the way, and while he opened 
to us the scriptures?” (v. 32). 
Jesus “opened” the Scriptures 
for them. The Greek term 
translated “opened” is 
dianoigô, which means “to 
open up completely,” “to open 
fully.” Jesus leaves no question 
when Scripture is interpreted 
in light of Him. All shadows 
and foggy sayings disappear. 
He makes Scripture clear.


