LADIES AID SOCIETY
Early in our history, the ladies of our church formed a group called “The
Ladies Aid Society of the Unity Baptist Church.” The following
photocopies show the minutes from that group. The first shows the adoption
of their constitution. The following photocopies show a record of some of
the minutes. This group of ladies made and sold aprons to raise money for
the church.
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WOMEN’S MISSIONARY UNION
WMU Today, in 2012
By Alva Boggs
“I cannot remember a time that I was not involved in some way in WMU. I
started as a Sunbeam (now Mission Friends),GA’s (now Girls in Action),
YWA (Young Women’s Auxiliary) and Women’s Circles.
WMU is the teaching arm for missions in the church. We support and
promote the three main mission projects of the Southern Baptist Convention.
They are The Annie Armstrong Easter Offering and study in March; This is
from the NAMB (formerly Home Mission Board), The Eliza Broadus
Offering and study of Kentucky Missions sponsored by the Kentucky Baptist
Convention, in September, and the
Lottie Moon Christmas Offering
and study in December. This is
from the IMB (International
Missions Board, formerly called the
Foreign Mission Board). We
support Diana Ferrell and the
Penne Paris Uganda Missions. We
also support local charities.
I like to say that the organizations
of Unity WMU are “Under One
Umbrella.” These include Mission Friends (pre-school), GA’s (girls in
grades 1-6), RA’s (boys in grades 1-6). These meet each Wednesday at
7PM. “Youth in Action” do mission studies and projects during the year.
We have two ladies’ groups that meet regularly during the year. The
morning, or day group, meets the 1st Tuesday of each month at 10AM. The
evening group, known as “Diana’s Circle of Women” meets on the 2 nd
Monday each month, at 6:30.
We have something to meet the needs of anyone in WMU, and I encourage
you to find your place and join in.
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VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL
Vacation Bible School has been part of Unity Baptist Church’s
outreach program since July of 1930. It has continued through the years and
remains an important outreach to the Ashland community today. The
following information was relayed by Brother Ralph Felty about Unity’s
first VBS:
During the summer of 1930, Simon and Jessie Felty (no relation to
Ralph) lived near Geiger Crossing. They had two children, a son named
Robert, and a daughter. Robert had attended “some kind of school” at First
Presbyterian Church. On that Friday evening, the church was having a
“graduation” ceremony called “commencement.” Mrs. Edens, the wife of
Unity’s pastor Edens, had heard at the Southern Baptist Convention about a
new program for children,
teaching scripture through
games, stories and music.
When they heard about the
commencement ceremony that
Robert wanted to attend, he and
his wife were interested in
going with the family. They
went and were very impressed
with what they saw. Rev. and
Mrs. Edens shared what they had observed with the folks at Unity.
Enthusiasm grew among the people as they prayed and worked toward
starting a similar program at Unity. There were many meetings before the
Bible school began to plan their themes. In that day, there were no printed
programs to order. The church had to plan all of the activities for the
children.
Reverend Edens was a skilled carpenter. He worked with other men
in the church to help the children in vacation bible school build birdhouses
as their first craft. Alma Graham was the featured story teller. It is said that
Alma could captivate not only the children but the adults, too, when she
started to spin the Bible stories. That year, someone owned a one-and-a-half
ton truck. They filled the back with hay, and on the morning of the first day
of vacation Bible school, someone drove the truck through the neighborhood
and had a huge parade that led back to the church. The people in the parade
had signs, sang songs, cheered, and played music as they banged on old lids,
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pots, pans, tin cans and anything they could use to make noise and get the
attention of the kids, to encourage them to join the fun and come to Unity.
And come they did! As a result, Unity had its first daily vacation bible
school that summer of 1930. The little ones came from 9:00 until 12:00.
The intermediate children came in the afternoon. Vacation bible school
lasted for two weeks. That was the first of many more vacation Bible
schools to be held at Unity, to teach our children about the Word of God.
(As a comical side note, Ralph said that he didn’t like it! No, it wasn’t
because he felt that he was too macho or too old to attend. It was because
Southside Swimming Pool opened the same day Unity’s vacation bible
school started. The first week that the pool opened, anyone could get in free
to swim!)

Vacation Bible school parade through the streets of Ashland
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