PASTORS
JOHN YOUNG, 1837-1838
JOHN KELLEY, 1839-1840
THOMAS REYNOLDS, 1840-1844
THOMAS KELLY REYNOLDS, 1845-1873
EDWARD CHINN, 1874
JOHN ANDREW PETIT, 1875
T.K. REYNOLDS, 1876-1878
DAVID FLETCHER LEE, 1879-1880
RUBEN N. REYNOLDS, 1881, 1882, 1885, 1891
JACOB WILLIS, 1883, 1884; 1905-1911
BERL S. AKERS, 1886, 1887
MASON BRANHAM, 1888-1893
THOMAS JEFFERSON RIGGS, 1894-1896
JAMES T. REYNOLDS, 1897-1898
D. WOOD, 1899, 1900
ALPHA JAMES CLERE, 1901-1902
MASON BRANHAM 1903
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JOHN RUBEN REYNOLDS, 1904
FRANKLIN HARDIN, 1912-1913; 1915
LEWIS F CAUDILL, 1914
N0 PASTOR, 1916
RUBEN N. MAY, 1917-1920
J.S. THOMPSON, 1921-1922
EVERETT LEE EDENS, JULY 1924-1936
LESTER HAROLD TIPTON, OCT 1936-1951
C B COOTS 1951-1961
IRA MCMILLEN, JR. 1962-1974
W.K.WOODS, Interim Pastor, 1975
HAROLD CATHEY 1975-1991, with CHARLES DAVIS as Associate
Pastor June 1980-October 1982
(MIKE RICE, Associate Pastor/Minister of Evangelism 1983-87; Attended
Seminary 1987-1990; Interim Pastor 1990-1991; Associate Pastor/Minister
of Evangelism from 1992-end of 1994, when he went to Fairview Baptist as
their pastor, and is still there, in 2012.)
GARY FRIZZELL 1992-January1998
CHARLES STEWART, Interim Pastor, 1998
FLOYD PARIS, August 1998-present
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BRIEF SUMMARIES OF OUR PASTORS

The summaries of the pastors are brief, and in no way can express the
completeness of their lives and the service that they gave to our church.
They are meant to give us a snapshot into their lives as pastor and shepherd.
The information has been gathered from very reliable sources, and we thank
each one of Unity’s pastors for their service to Unity Baptist Church and our
Lord Jesus Christ.
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John Young, John Kelley, and John Howell
1837-1840
These three men, John Young, John Kelley, and
John Howell, were the founders of Unity Baptist
Church. In the year 1837, the church had its
beginnings when these men gathered the Baptists in
the area into a local body of believers.
John Young was a veteran of the
Revolutionary War. At the young age of 14, he was
already a writer and was responsible for transferring
documents back and forth to the generals of that war.
John Kelley was a veteran of the War of 1812,
and served as a captain. As pastor, he was known for
swimming across the Ohio River to preach in this
area, and did so in wet clothing. He and John Young
were good friends.
John Howell was ordained by Young and
Kelley and was a founding father. However, he
never served as a minister at Unity.
The church at that time was called Union Baptist
Church.
Today’s congregation, in 2012, still
contains descendants of John Young. Greg Jackson
(husband of Cindy Reynolds Jackson), is a
descendant of Aramathea Young, daughter of John
Young. Rebecca Little McDavid (wife of Joe
McDavid) is a descendant of Jane Young, another of
John’s daughters

.
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Thomas Reynolds
1840-1844
Thomas Reynolds was born in South Carolina in 1785. He moved to
Pike County, Kentucky in 1825. He was the father of a large family of
children; many of his descendants entered the ministry. He was saved in
1836 and baptized by Ezekiel Stone into the fellowship of Union Church in
Johnson County, KY. Two years later he moved to what is now Boyd
County and united with Union Church. In 1840, at age 55, he was ordained
into the ministry. Rev. Reynolds pastored several churches in the Greenup
Association and in South Point, Ohio. He was an ardent, earnest and
intelligent advocate of temperance. After ten to twelve years of faithful and
courageous preaching, he was died on June 28, 1851.

Thomas Kelly Reynolds
1845-1873 and 1876-1878
Thomas Kelly Reynolds was the son
of Thomas Reynolds. He was referred to
as T.K. Reynolds in our historical
documents. The following was written
about Rev. Reynolds in his obituary: “T.K.
Reynolds was baptized by Elder John Kelly
in June 1837. He was ordained as a
minister of the gospel in 1845 and was ever
faithful to the cause in which he spent the
greater part of his life. He was a kind and
affectionate father and a loving husband.
At a farewell address to Pollard Baptist
Church, he said, ‘This may be my last time
to be with you all until I am brought in here
as a corpse. I feel my end is near. I want
this church to join in prayer with me for the conversion of the young people
of this place and that I may service the nations of the dead when I am called
to go.”’
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Edward Chinn
1874
Rev. Chinn was born on July 28, 1819, and died on June 21, 1885. In
the year of 1874, he was called to be pastor of Unity Baptist Church. He
baptized eighteen people, and the church membership was rose to 110. Rev.
Chinn was a trustee of the church on February 23,1866 when the lot was
purchased from Richard Adams for the lot on Oakview Road and Blackburn
for the site of the church building at that time. Rev. Chinn and his wife,
Phoebe Crum Chinn, are both buried in the Pollard Cemetery on Blackburn
Avenue.

John Andrew Mitchell Pettit
1875
John Petit was pastor of Unity
Baptist Church for only one year. His
father, Hugh, lived in Ashland. John was
the pastor of the new church brick building
that was built on Oakview Road. More
information that was gathered about
Reverend Petit, from Mrs. Leonard (Betty)
Atkins, of Huntington, who was Rev.
Petit’s great-granddaughter, reads:
“John Petit was born in Culpeper County,
Virginia, on June 13, 1846. John learned
farming and carpentry from his father,
Hugh. Due to the Civil War, where he lived is a matter of conjecture, but on
Nov. 11, 1861, he lived in Guyandotte—this is from a testimony concerning
a church burning there, by Union soldiers, of the First Guyandotte Baptist
Church. Later church records there tell that John and his wife, Sarah, ‘went
by ferry across the Ohio, by wagon, to a new pastorate, at least a day’s
journey away. One can almost see them, loaded with all the trappings of
home, five children, and Sarah sitting up front with John, maybe leafing
through her Bible finding John a good text for his first sermon in the strange
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community… The young pastor never recrossed the Ohio and was buried in
the cemetery by the small church in the wildwood.’ Family stories tell of the
early pastor’s struggles getting the church’s organization underway, of his
breaking ice in the streams to baptize one more convert…Certainly he had
the fervor of youth, a neat friendly appearance, and a willingness to do
actual labor for the Lord.”

David Fletcher Lee
1879-1880
According to the obituary of David Fletcher Lee, he
was born in Russell County, VA in 1842. He was a
veteran of the Civil War. He served as minister for
over fifty-three years in the Missionary Baptist
Church. He was a man of ability and a minister
who always had a message for his congregation that
was always enjoyed.

Ruben N. Reynolds
1881-1882, 1885, 1891
Ruben N. Reynolds was the son of T.K. Reynolds, a former pastor of Unity.
Ruben was born in 1847 and died in 1910. He was reared in Boyd County.
It was said that “no man in the county has given a helping hand oftener to
those in distress, and no one has oftener applied the balm of sympathy to
weak and wounded souls than this good man.”
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Jacob Willis
1883, 1884, 1905-1911
Jacob Willis was born on November 27, 1827. His wife, Barilla
Harding, was the granddaughter of Rev. John Young, one of Unity’s
founders. Rev. Willis served Unity as its pastor in 1883-1884, and was
called to lead the church again from 1905-1911. He received ten dollars for
his services (noted by Rev. Tipton). He died January 29, 1917. He is buried
in Greenup County at Palmyra-Callihan Cemetery.

Berl S. Akers
1886-1887
Berl Akers was born on April 8, 1850, and died on April 24, 1931.
He was a Civil War veteran, and became a Missionary Baptist minister
shortly after the war. Akers founded a church in Kenova, WV called The
First Baptist Church of Ceredo. He was also pastor of Oakland Avenue
Baptist Church. His last sermon was delivered a few days before his death.
He is buried at the Catlettsburg Cemetery.

Mason Branham
1888-1893, and 1903
Mason Branham was very involved with
Pollard Baptist Church, pastoring there for a
number of years. During his ministry at Unity,
there was a steady increase in numbers and in
finance. Reverend Branham was the grandfather
of Mrs. Kathryn Mason and great-grandfather of
Myra Griffith, wife of the late Dale Griffith. Rev.
Branham is buried in the Rose Hill Cemetery.
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Thomas Jefferson Riggs
1894-1896
Thomas Jefferson Riggs was a well-known and highly respected
resident of Westwood. He began preaching in 1873. His ministry was
confined principally to Eastern Kentucky, West Virginia and Ohio. In 1894,
Elder Riggs was called to shepherd Unity Baptist Church. The Lord blessed
his labors as he received forty-seven additions to the church. He is buried in
the Ashland Cemetery, Section 6, Lot 99.
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James Thomas Reynolds
1897-1898
James Thomas Reynolds was born in
1852. His father was Ruben Reynolds, who
was a son of Thomas Reynolds, who was in the
organization when Greenup Association was
constituted in 1841. James has a son, J.R.
Reynolds, who is also a preacher and has done
pastoral work in Greenup Association. From
the beginning of the Greenup Association,
Elder Thomas Reynolds and his heirs have been
preaching the gospel in this area. James T.
Reynolds died on March 22, 1911 and is buried
at the Ashland Cemetery. This servant of God
was said to have had an extensive
acquaintanceship all through this area, and to
know him was to love and admire him.

D. Wood
1899-1900
D. Wood was born in Johnson County,
KY on December 18, 1851. After finishing
school, he taught for several years. At an early
age, he entered into church work and was one of
the leaders in the Greenup Association for fortyfive years. During his time as pastor and as a
missionary for twenty years, he served as
moderator for the Association. No other had
served so long as moderator at that time. It was
said of him that, “His love for the churches
could not be surpassed. He tried to help every
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church in the Association. It was due to his untiring efforts that the
Association was built to the current high standard. He raised sweet potatoes
and sold them for 25 cents per bushel in order to give fifty dollars to the
church building.” Brother Wood was known as an organizer of great ability.
His work in the bounds of the Greenup Association touched thirty-five of the
forty-two churches.
In the 1911 minutes of the Greenup Association, there is a poem
written by D. Wood, recalling the outstanding traits of some of the early
association leaders as Brother Wood knew them. Notice how the poem
recalls the founding pastors of Unity Baptist Church, John Young and John
Kelley, and later pastors, T.K.Reynolds and Mason Branham, and also J.D.
Crum, a strong member of Unity Baptist Church:

“Where is the ‘Young’ with his lands?
Where now is the ‘Kelley’ who is willing to swim?
Where is the ‘Reynolds’ to shoulder great burdens at his own expense?
Where is the ‘Crum’ to enter the homes of the rich and poor alike and
revolutionize families by his song and prayers?
Where is the ‘Branham’ with his oratory and his strong natural convictions?
Where! Oh where! Are the men we need?
Let us live to learn their story,
Who have suffered for our sake;
To emulate their glory
And follow in their wake.”
Written by D. Wood
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Alpha James Clere
1900-1902
Alpha James Clere (Alphie or AJ) was
born on February 20, 1879 and died on Dec.
22, 1958. He is buried in Milton Cemetery,
in West Virginia. Unity’s current members,
Ralph, John, Megan, Julie and MacKenzie
Clere, are direct descendants of Reverend
Clere.

Six generations of Cleres have belonged to Unity:
First generation: Darius Clere (father of Alpha James Clere)
Second generation: George Clere
Third generation: E.K. Clere
Fourth generation: Ralph Clere
Fifth generation: John Clere
Sixth generation: Megan, Julie, and Mackenzie Clere
The earliest picture that can be located concerning Unity Baptist
Church shows A.J. Clere in baptismal waters, with Darius Clere and George
Clere observing the baptism from the riverbank. Rueben Reynolds is to the
left of the man being baptized, and A.J. Clere is to the right. Darius
Reynolds is to the right of A.J. Clere, on the riverbank with his head turned
toward the camera. George is the young boy directly below Darius, also
with his head turned toward the camera. Ralph Clere, a current 2012
member of Unity, said that he was always told his Grandfather George was
about ten years old when this picture was taken in 1898. George was born on
September 19, 1888. Picture shown to the right.
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John Ruben Reynolds
1904
Rev. J.R. Reynolds was born on March 2,
1876, and died on April 6, 1946, at the age of 71.
He was a fifth generation minister and was
ordained by Unity Baptist in 1897. In his 50
years as a minister, he held pastorates in West
Virginia, Ohio, Kentucky, Illinois, Oklahoma,
Louisiana and Texas. Rev. Reynolds is buried in
the Teays Hill Cemetery at St. Albans, West
Virginia.

Franklin Hardin
1912-1913 and 1915

41

Franklin Hardin was born on May 10,
1876 and died on October 10, 1953. He was
from Gilmer County, West Virginia. Robert
Pritchard, his grandson, said, “I remember
him as a kind loving man who liked to farm
and trade horses when he wasn’t preaching.”

Lewis F. Caudill
1914
Lewis Caudill was born in Johnson
County, Kentucky on September 26, 1852.
He died in Magoffin County on July 2, 1942.
He was a minister of the gospel for sixty
years.
Reverend Caudill spoke at the
dedication service for Unity Baptist Church
in 1908. It was said of him that, intellectually
speaking, he stood like Saul of Tarsus. He
was a man of untiring effort. He was a
writer, and wrote about different aspects of
his life experiences. The name of the series
is “The Life of a Mountain Minister” which
contains a very interesting account of his life.
At the end of his life, he said that he considered his year with Unity Baptist
Church in 1914 to be one of the best years of all of his service.

Ruben N. May
1917-1920
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Ruben May was the pastor at Unity
Baptist Church from 1917-1920, and again in
1923. It was during his pastorate in 1918 that
the church, for the first time, raised its budget
to $2,000.00. He also led in the tearing down
of the old brick building on Blackburn
Avenue and Oakview Road and rebuilding on
the first site on 29th Street. Reverend May
retired from the Postal Service after 40 years.
He is buried at Rose Hill Burial Park.

J.S. Thompson
1921-1922
No information can be
found
concerning
J.S.
Thompson.
However, this photo shows
Rev. J.S. Thompson in the
middle, with Clara and
Dennis Easterling, who were
both baptized by Rev.
Thompson.

Everett Lee Edens
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1924-1936
Under the leadership of E.L. Edens,
effort was directed toward developing a wellorganized sunday school program and a
successful daily Bible school program
organized annually, both contributing to the
growth in membership.

Lester Harold Tipton
1936-1951
Lester Harold Tipton arrived in 1936 as
pastor.
Membership continued to grow,
additional property was purchased, and the
educational building was constructed and
furnished at the cost of $20,000. The church
gave Brother Tipton a leave of absence for
two years to allow him to serve as Chaplain
with the U.S. Army, thus demonstrating
Unity’s desire and willingness to serve others.
In 1949, during brother Tipton’s time of
service, Unity fostered Belmont Baptist
Chapel.
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During the leadership of Reverend Tipton, Unity Baptist Church had a
special day of Thanksgiving and Praise on Sunday, August 1, 1948. It was
on that day that Unity celebrated 135 additions to the church that year, 100
by confession of faith, and 35 by letter of faith. The copy of the church
bulletin from that Sunday is included below:

45

46

47

C.B. Coots
1951-1961
C.B. Coots accepted the call to pastor
the church in 1951. Membership continued to
grow, necessitating the church to offer three
Sunday services. The church put 30% of the
budget into the building fund. In 1957, the
beautiful auditorium, seating one thousand, and
Sunday school facilities underneath, was
constructed and paid in full in 1964. In the
eleven years that Brother Coots served Unity,
900 members united with the church.

Please see the letter on the next pagefrom Brother Coots to the congregation
of Unity Baptist Church concerning giving “over and above” to help fund
the new sanctuary. It is because of the generous giving of Unity’s
membership at that time that we enjoy such a beautiful place to worship our
Lord.
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Ira McMillen, Jr.
1962-1974
Ira McMillen succeeded Brother Coots in
April 1962. It was during his pastorate that Unity
acquired the adjoining property where the church
office is now located. The giving to the mission
program of our Southern Baptist Convention
reached its height under his leadership. During his
ministry, support of the 45th Street Mission was
undertaken and a building secured.
Brother
McMillen’s tireless efforts toward missions and
soul-winning continued after his resignation in 1975,
whereupon W. K. Woods served as interim minister.

Harold Cathey
1975-1991
Harold Cathey was called to Unity as
pastor in August of 1975. Reaching people for
Christ has always been the main thrust of his
ministry, typified by the bus ministry he
developed and nurtured, growing to a total of
nine buses running at one time. Average
attendance rose from 300 to 600 while the buses
were running. The Family Life Center, complete
with kitchen, meeting rooms, and basketball
gymnasium, was constructed in 1980 at the cost
of $650,000. Answering the call for missionary
work in 1991, Brother Cathey, with his wife
Beverly, went to Uganda, Africa, to plant
churches, establish a seminary, and continue winning souls for Christ.
When Brother Cathey is not working in the mission field, he and his wife
remain active members of Unity Baptist Church to this day. Brother Harold
Cathey would be considered the standing Pastor Emeritus today. This title is
given to him for as long as he lives and remains a member at Unity Baptist.
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Gary Frizzell
1992-1998
In 1992, Unity called Gary Frizzell to
fill the position of pastor. During Brother
Gary’s time at Unity, his goal was to visit in
the home of all of the church members and
shut-ins. After six years of service, Brother
Gary moved to western Kentucky to pastor a
church closer to his family. Charles Stewart
graciously served Unity as the interim pastor
until Dr. Floyd Paris was called into service in
1998.

Floyd Paris
1998-present (2012)
Dr. Floyd Paris accepted the call and
came to Unity Baptist Church with much
enthusiasm, and this enthusiasm remains
apparent throughout his service and the
programs he has continued and initiated to
this day. He was responsible for introducing
Judgment House to the community, which has
now become one of Unity’s greatest
evangelistic events, reaching hundreds of
souls every summer. In the tradition of
Harold Cathey, Dr. Paris also engages in
various mission experiences. Through Dr.
Paris’s leadership, Unity continues to expand,
most recently with the purchase of the duplex apartment, which has evolved
into a Missions House. In 2004, a large storage building was constructed,
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and an entire floor to ceiling renovation of the sanctuary was completed.
Unity was proud to have Dr. Paris serve as President of the Kentucky Baptist
Convention for the 2011 term. He also served as President of the KY
Baptist Convention Pastor’s Conference in 2008.
Penne Canada Paris, the wife of Dr. Floyd Paris, died suddenly on
May 9, 2009. Brother Paris always demonstrated great love for his wife,
especially sharing his “Penne stories”. He not only dealt with his own grief
for Mrs. Penne, but he led the congregation in its own mourning during that
time. He showed remarkable leadership during unquestionably the most
tragic time of his life. Mrs. Penne Paris was a remarkable woman of
Christian character, wit, and example.
Brother Paris and his children, Philip and Julie, have started the Penne
Paris School in Africa which provides clothing, food and an education for
children in the Moyo District of Africa. They said they wanted to do this
because of the love that Penne had for children and the great need that they
saw there while on a mission trip.
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