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This is a 30-Day Prayer Guide on Generosity for your personal devotions.  The theme is 
“Generous God, Generous People”.  This is a brief introduction to get us thinking about 
how we can be responsible and faithful disciples in a challenging world.   

There is room in this prayer guide for notes and insights that God might give you as you 
read His word.   

 

There are five themes that we will be exploring: 

  1.  Generous God 

  2.  Generous People 

  3.  Generous giving 

  4.  Generosity towards others 

  5.  Principles for generous people to live by 

 

Questions for Reflection:  

• Which themes or issues made a special impact on you?  

• What challenged you and perhaps made you uncomfortable?  

• What excited you?  

• What will you do because of this?  

 



November 1-6: GENEROUS GOD 

1. John 3:11-21 Amazing love 

2. Romans 8:31-39 Nothing can separate us from the love of God 

3. Matthew 6:25-34 God the provider 

4. 1 Chronicles 29:10-20 All things come from God 

5. Psalm 34:1-22 Nothing shall I lack 

6. Isaiah 55:6-11 There is no one like God 
 

November 7-12: GENEROUS PEOPLE 

1. Romans 11:33-12:8 Offer yourselves to God 

2. Proverbs 11:24-28 God’s economics 

3. Matthew 6:19-24 What are you saving for? 

4. 2 Corinthians 9:6-15 God loves a cheerful giver 

5. 1 Timothy 6:6-10, 17-19 The love of money 

6. Mark 12:41-44 One person’s small gift is everything they have 
 

November 13-17: GENEROUS GIVING 

1. Proverbs 3:5-12 Trust God 

2. 1 Corinthians 16:1-4 Regular and proportional giving 

3. Deuteronomy 14:22-29 Set apart for God 

4. 2 Corinthians 8:1-15 Rich generosity 

5. Malachi 3:8-10 Robbing God 
 

November 18-22: GENEROSITY TOWARDS OTHERS 

1. Deuteronomy 24:10-22 Rights and responsibilities 

2. 1 John 3:11-23 Love one another 

3. James 1:19-27 Pure and undefiled religion 

4. Matthew 25:14-30 Invest wisely 

5. Matthew 25:31-46 Day of Accountability  
 

November 23-30: PRINCIPLES FOR GENEROUS PEOPLE TO LIVE BY 

1. Colossians 3:22-25 Theology of Work  

2. Luke 12:16-21 Spending Priorities 

3. Matthew 22:15-22 Citizens of Heaven and Earth 

4. Hebrews 13:5-6, 15-16 A godly life 

5. 1 Peter 4:7-11 Good Stewards 

6. Philippians 4:8-9 Right Thinking 

7. Philippians 4: 10-13 - Contentment 

8. 2 Peter 1:3-9 Qualities to Cultivate  



It’s obvious when you think about it. We love God because He first loved us, and we 

give because God first gave to us. Our whole lives are a response to a loving, generous 

God. 

As we start our 30 days of prayer focused on the generosity of God.  It is only as we  

immerse ourselves in the generosity of God that we realize that all we are and all we 

have comes from the generous God who is our provider and sustainer. 



Reading: John 3:11-21 

‘For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son’ v.l6 

Jesus is God’s love gift to the world. If we measure the value of God's love by the 
value of the gift, then it could not be greater. He could not have loved more. 

He gave Jesus to the world that through him we might have eternal life and to have 
eternal life is to know God in a way that without Jesus it would not be possible. So, 
as we meditate on who God is and his generosity, the call to be like our heavenly 
Father challenges us to emulate his generosity. Such love knows no boundaries and 
will challenge us as much as it will challenge and bless those around us. 

For further study: Psalm 103 - the love of God. 

Response: Have you trusted in Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of sin and the 
promise of eternal life?  

Prayer: Focus on the special gift of God’s Son, Jesus Christ in your prayer time.  



Reading: Romans 8:31-39 

“Nor anything will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord”. 
v.39 

It is mind blowing to ponder the biblical truth that “nothing shall separate you 
from the love of God in Christ Jesus”. When you look at the list of possibilities you 
might think one of them might be strong enough or big enough to separate us 
from God. There is NOTHING! 

Please note that Paul makes the point – If God was so generous that He allowed 
His Son to die for us – “How will he not also with him graciously give us all things?” 
What does that mean?   

 

 

 

 

 

For further study: Isaiah 54:4-10 - God's unshakeable love, even when we face 
difficulties. 

Response: When you look at Paul’s list of difficulties and times of testing - What 
testing times have you experienced? How did you respond? When you emerged 
from that time how did it change your relationship with God? 

Prayer: In your prayer time, tell God that you believe that He has provided every-
thing you need in Christ Jesus. Praise and thank Him.  



Reading: Matthew 6:25-34 
‘your Heavenly Father knows that you need them all.’ v.32 

At every turn, we are encouraged to buy things whether we need them or not. Our 
lives are so cluttered with ‘stuff’ that we now must rent storage pods to cope with the 
overflow.  

There is a difference between what we want and what we need, and God knows the 
difference! In this passage we are encouraged to set out our priorities and put God 
first. 

To make the point that God is our provider, Jesus reminded his hearers of the birds of 
the field and how God looked after them. We are encouraged to recognize that it is 
God who is providing for us.  

 

 

 

 

 

For further study: Hebrews 10:32-39 - the confidence the writer of Hebrews had in 
God's provision. 

Response: Make a list of things God has provided for you and your family. Make a list 
of things you are depending upon God for.  

Prayer: Ask God to help you evaluate how you are using His provisions. Ask God to 
help you identify things you are depending upon God for.  



Reading: 1 Chronicles 29:10-20 

‘For all that is in the heavens and in the earth is yours’ v.11 

By acknowledging an awareness of God’s nature and purpose we too, like David, 
will come to a fresh awareness of ourselves and our actions. Note that David says 
“in your hand it is to make great and to give strength to all” v. 12. David challenges 
us by example to “thank you, our God, and praise your glorious name” v.13. He 
affirms “all things come from you” v.14.   

What are the implications of these biblical truths? Does that affect how I make  
decisions? Does that affect how I live my life?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For further study: Psalm 104:1-26 - whole of creation is sustained by God. 

Response: As a believer, what are God’s expectations of you growing out of this 
passage?  

Prayer: Ask God for the courage and determination to make one change in your life 
that will reflect this biblical truth.  



Reading: Psalm 34:1-22 

‘those who seek the Lord lack no good thing.’ v.l0 

As you read the passage, make a list of things God provides for His children. A quick 
read will reveal…delivers them…refuge…and many more. 

The Psalm is about our daily walk with God. Starting with our daily worship of God, 
as we give ourselves to Him, so we become more like our heavenly Father. As we 
are shaped by Him, so we will not only learn to trust Him for each day, but we will 
become mindful of those around us and reach out to them. 

 

For further study: Jeremiah 39 - Jeremiah's trust rewarded (especially v17-18). 

Response: What keeps you from trusting God for your daily provision? 

Prayer:  Using your list of things that God provides for His children – be specific and 
thank God for the many ways he has provided – identifying specific times when 
God has been your “refuge” or “delivered you”.  



Reading: Isaiah 55:6-11 
“For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways,” declares 
the Lord.” v.8 

We have been reflecting on the greatness, the generosity and the goodness of 
God. The One who provides for us, who calls us to trust him and be content in all 
we have.  

This passage challenges us to diligence in seeking out God and His will for us. As we 
do so we will forsake all that would hinder us in our growth as disciples. We  
remember that a disciple is a Christ follower.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For further study: Psalm 112 - God's delight in those who behave well (with money 
v5 & 9). 

Response: Have there been occasions when you have seen the truth of verses 8 
and 9 in your life? 

Prayer: Ask God for the next step you need to take in being His disciple. Is it in the 
area of relationships, obedience, time, talent or treasure.  



In Matthew 5:48 Jesus says, “you must always act like your Father in heaven”. Our 
generous loving God calls us to follow His example. Hence, we are a generous  
people. That generosity is prompted by the way God is at work within us. 

Philippians 2:13 “For it is God who works in you, both to will and to work for his 
good pleasure”. Every facet of our lives is about our response to God. 



Reading: Romans 11:33-12:8 
‘offer your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God - this is your true and 
proper worship.’ v.12:1 

Paul calls on his readers to offer themselves as living sacrifices. In a world where they 
would have seen animals being sacrificed daily they would have known something of 
what this might mean. As we offer ourselves to God, our whole life becomes worship; 
we become renewed and shaped into the image of God, no longer conforming to the 
pressures that the world puts upon us. God’s values shape every aspect of our lives, 
including how we live in relationship with those around us. Instead of being squeezed 
into the world’s mold, we become like Christ.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
For further study: Philippians 4:4-9 - Paul's practical advice on being holy. 

Response: What things in your life are shaped by worldly pressures rather than the 
will of God? How might you change this? 

Prayer:  Ask God what is the next step in placing your life on the altar of God.  
Whatever it is, say yes to God and invite Him to work in you through his Holy Spirit. 



Reading: Proverbs 11:24-28 
“one gives freely, yet grows all the richer; another withholds what he should give, 
and only suffers wants” v.24 

The writer reflects on what happens when people give freely, they seem to be  
richer. Our sense of well-being and peace with God will grow, for if we are  
generous then the by-product is that we are enriched. We know that it is not just 
our obedience but also that God will use the gift to bless others. 

Our giving is in response to God’s love and generosity and is linked with righteous 
living. Integrity is rewarded. Generosity is rewarded with the blessings of God.  

 

For further study: 1 Samuel 25:1b-35 - meanness nearly causes disaster, which is 
averted by generosity. 

Response: How have you seen verse 24 reflected in your own life? 

How has it helped you establish principles for a life of obedient discipleship? 

Prayer: Ask God where and when He wants you to demonstrate generosity. Listen  
to God with a willing heart.  



Reading: Matthew 6: 19-24 

“For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also” v.21 

This is a passage that is unambiguously about money. What's the point of saving up 
everything and not using it? It is prudent to save, to invest and to prepare for old 
age. The likelihood is that most of us do not save enough. However, sometimes we 
gather so much to ourselves that we have moved from basic needs to squandering 
things.  

Here are Jesus' words about divided loyalties, for as Christians we either serve God, 
with a single generous open-hearted manner, or we serve ‘mammon', a false god 
which corrupts our heart. 

Put simply, are we trusting God, or are we gathering things to prop us up?  
Whatever we have set our hearts upon is our treasure. To put it another way,  
whatever we have set our eye upon will betray where our heart is.  

 

For further study: Psalm 73:25-26 - true contentment is found in God. 

Response: How are you ordering your finances for today and into the future? What 
new priorities should you establish for yourself? Identify one thing in your time,  
talent and treasure that needs to be reprioritized to reflect your priority on the 
things of God.  

Prayer: Ask God for direction and determination to take one step in each of the following  
areas – time, talent and treasure – that will reflect your priority on the things of God.  



Reading: 2 Corinthians 9:6-15 
‘whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows bountifully will 
also reap bountifully’ v.6 

Many of us reading this are not farmers and might miss the impact of his message. 
The farmer who sows a little seed gets a little harvest, but the farmer who sows a 
lot of seed get a big harvest. This principle is true for the believer who invests his 
time, talent and treasure in God’s kingdom.  

It is God’s grace that produces in us a generosity of spirit. God’s generosity is  
without measure and we who have received it respond without measure or  
calculating the cost. 

But it is important to recognize that whatever we give to God is not a result of 
compulsion. It is the freewill offering of a generous spirit. We don’t give to gain the 
blessing of God, that is the by product of being led by the Holy Spirit.  
 

For further study: Acts 10:1-6 - Cornelius's generosity results in an angelic visitor. 

Response: How could you double your harvest in the ministry that God has called you to? 
Identify a step that you could take that would multiply the impact of God’s word in your 
life? What are some spiritual seeds that you could plant?  
 
Prayer:  Ask God for leadership about “spiritual seed” that you need to sow or invest that 
will produce significant spiritual fruit. An illustration from my life would be “exercising the 
spiritual discipline of slow to speak”.    



Reading: 1 Timothy 6: 6-10, 17-19 
“But godliness with contentment is great gain” v.6 
‘For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evils’ v.10 

Is it possible to reach that point of godliness with contentment? Do we strive after 
things? The next car, set of clothes, house, job or pay raise? All things which in 
themselves may not be wrong, but do show a restless spirit that is not content 
with where God has placed us? Paul warns against desiring to be rich, for it is the 
way of temptation. The love of money can lead us astray. It is a reminder of the 
need to set our heart on God and on serving Him. 

 

 

 

 

 

For further study: Psalm 49 - further thoughts on the perils of wealth. 

Response: What things can get in the way of you gaining godliness with content-
ment? What are you doing to change things? 

Prayer: Confess to God if you are struggling contentment in the areas of time,  
talent and treasure. If you are willing to repent and take the first step of obedience 
toward contentment, ask God through the Holy Spirit to give you the desire and 
determination.  



Reading: Mark 12:41-44 
‘but she, out of her poverty, put in everything - all she had to live on.’ v.44 

Size matters? Well no, it was not the size of the gift that was noted. It was the  
totality of it. The widow gave everything she had. We will often hear in church  
circles of the “widow's mite” meaning someone who might be on a low income 
and can only afford to give a few dollars. But Jesus was looking at the whole gift.  

In this story, as the rich very openly and pointedly gave ostentatious gifts, the  
widow sneaked in and put in two small coins. To the grand scheme of collections in 
the Temple treasury it would have meant little. But to God, who saw the heart of 
the giver, He recognized the generosity of spirit that inspired her to contribute her 
last two coins. God does not call for equal gifts, but equal sacrifice.  

 

 

 

 

For further study: 1 Kings 17:7-24 - the widow gave beyond her means which  
resulted in blessing 

Response: When you have read this story, how often have you focused on the size 
of the gift instead of the heart of the gift? If you were to follow her example, what 
would that look like?  

Prayer: Admit to God if it is true, that you need a heart change. A heart change would  
result in a life change. Wherever you find yourself spiritually be transparent with God and 
ask Him to change you.  



If we are a generous people, what principles do we use to guide us? 

In our scripture reading for November 13-17, we will look at regular and proportional 
giving and how we set priorities for what we give and what we retain. 



Reading: Proverbs 3:5-12 
“Honor the Lord with your wealth, and with the first fruits of all your produce” v.9 

No doubt this is a passage that many people will have encountered on more than 
one occasion. It starts with the call to trust God and rely on Him and not our under-
standing. For true wisdom lies in knowing the will of God and not relying on our 
own or a worldly understanding of things. Part of trusting God is to set apart from 
our own income a gift that will honor Him. A gift that recognizes that God gave you 
everything you have.  

As we are faithful and trusting God and giving gifts that honor Him, the writer  
reminds us, “then your barns will be filled with plenty”. This is not the prosperity 
gospel that some espouse, but the simple promise that as we are faithful to God, 
He is faithful towards His children and honors their childlike trust in Him. 

 

 

 

 

 

For further study: Micah 6:6-8 - what does God require? 

Response: What are you setting apart each week or month for the Lord's work? 
Does that gift honor the Lord? 

Prayer: Ask God how you can honor Him with your treasure?  



Reading: 1 Corinthians 16:1-4 
“On the first day of every week, each of you is to put something aside and store it 

up, as he may prosper” v.2 

Each member was to come to the Lord's Day gathering prepared to give his share 
for that week. It is tragic when church members give only as a duty and forget that 
our offerings are to be "spiritual sacrifices" presented to the Lord (Phil. 4:18). Giving 
should be an act of worship.  

For Christians seeking to develop their discipleship, the act of disciplined giving is 
part of our normal worshipping life. Paul instructs all in the church in Corinth,  
regardless of their affluence to take part in the regular and systematic setting aside 
of money for the work of God. 

 

For further study: Luke 14:12-14 - giving to those who cannot repay. 

Response: Our church has a ministry budget that provides financial resources for 
the different ministries of the church including age-group ministries, outreach, 
evangelism and missions. Based on this scripture what is your responsibility in 
providing those financial resources for ministry.  

Prayer: Our church has many exciting opportunities as we prepare to move to a new 
location. Ask God to give you direction as you seek to know what God’s  
expectations are for you. 



Reading: Deuteronomy 14:22-29 

“you shall tithe all the yield of your seed that comes from the field year by year.” v.22 

The imperative for the Children of Israel was to tithe. The faithful people were to 
set aside a tenth of their crop for the Lord. It was a powerful reminder that all that 
they had came from God. Yes, they had worked hard on the land, but it was God 
who gave the increase and therefore they were to acknowledge Him.  

The best quality food was to be taken to the sanctuary and eaten there in the  
presence of God and in remembrance of Him. Even in this setting there was special 
provision for those with no land or family, and so in the third year the tithe would 
be deposited in the town and used to help the less fortunate. 

The setting aside of a tithe was important in reminding people that they were part 
of a community dependent upon the faithful God who did provide and care for 
them. The giving back to God was a way of remembering this. 

 

 

 

 

For further study: Nehemiah 10:32-39 - re-affirmation of giving in Nehemiah's 
time. 

Response: Scripturally, the starting place for giving to God is the tithe. The tithe is 
10% of your income. Where are you in your giving in relation to this command? 
What would be the next step for you?   

Prayer:  Be honest with God where you are in your giving. Confess to God if you 
have been living as if everything you have belongs to you. 



Reading: 2 Corinthians 8:1-15 

‘see that you also excel in this grace of giving.’ v.7 

Even under the pressure and affliction of persecution and poverty due to  
exploitation by the Romans, the church in Macedonia responded to the needs of 
others, because they were obedient to God. They gave themselves first to the Lord 
and then to Paul and his companions. As a result, they abounded in joy and  
demonstrated the grace they had received from God by exercising a generosity  
towards others. They even begged for the privilege of sharing financially in Paul's 
ministry. Can you imagine your church begging to participate financially in the  
mission and ministry of others? 

Should we pray for the “grace of giving”? We pray to excel in other gifts, so why not 
also the grace of giving?  
 
 
 

For further study: Luke 19:1-10 - Zacchaeus's generosity is unlocked. 

Response: What steps do you need to take to excel in the grace of giving? 

Prayer: Would you be willing to pray, “God help me be a generous giver, I am willing”?  



Reading: Malachi 3:8-10 

‘Will you rob God? Yet you are robbing me!’ v.8 

Are we really robbing God? Should we really be putting God to the test? Yet that is 
what Malachi says. If we know what God has called us to give and, in an ungenerous 
spirit, we seek to keep it to ourselves then we are robbing God. 

God challenges His people who say that they only have a small amount of money, or 
that they couldn’t possible give anything more. He says, ‘Put me to the test, be 
open-handed and generous and see what I do.’ v.10 

God calls us to give regularly, proportionally and with a generosity of spirit based on 
all that He has done for us. 
 

For further study: Malachi 1:6-14 - Further examples of robbing God. 

Response: If after reading this passage, you sense God’s conviction about not being 
faithful in your giving to God. The first step is confession – admitting to God that you 
have been wrong. The second step would be repentance – turning away from that 
sin and turning to God in obedience.  

Prayer: Have a candid conversation with God. Be transparent about your giving. Take the 
first step of obedience. Practice confession and repentance.  



In our scripture reading for November 18-22 we will look at our responsibilities and 
attitudes to others and how we might use some of the resources God has given us to 
meet their needs. 



Reading: Deuteronomy 24:10-22 

‘You shall not oppress a hired worker who is poor and needy’ v.l4 

The setting of the passage is an agricultural community. The farmers are  
encouraged to leave something for those who must come in and glean, literally to 
find the last bit of food in a field because they are the poor and on the margins of 
society. A generous God encourages his people to be openhanded and generous. 

 

There is guidance here about loans, employment practice and caring for the poor.  
Either we are exacting every penny from a situation or we are open-handed and 
mindful of the needs of others.  

This passage contains vital guidance for how we should live in society as responsible 
citizens. So, if we are employers, then we have a duty of care to our employees,  
ensuring that we pay them regularly and that they do not slip into poverty. All of us 
as Christians have a responsibility to care for those who are less well off than  
ourselves, especially those who, for whatever reason have been pushed to the  
margins of society. 
 

For further study: Proverbs 19:17 - a good attitude towards the poor. 

Response: Identify several ways you might be able to act on this verse. Pick one 
that you might do this week.  

Prayer: Ask the Holy Spirit to examine your life and reveal how you relate to and respond 
to the needs of others – especially those who have been pushed to the margins of society.  



Reading: 1 John 3: 11-23 
“But if anyone has the world’s goods and sees his brother in need, yet closes his 
heart against him, how does God’s love abide in him?” v.17 

It is our experience of God’s love that motivates us. When we see others in need 
and we recognize their situation then God’s love is at work in us. If we ignore their 
needs, then how can we say that we love as God loves?  
 
 
 

For further study: Luke 3:10-14 - John the Baptist encouraging generous behavior. 

Response: Identify an organization that is meeting the real needs of the “down and out” 
and as God leads you – give financially and get involved personally.  

Prayer: Ask God for the wisdom to know when and where He wants you to invest in 
meeting people’s needs and to get involved personally.  



Reading: James 1:19-27 
‘Religion that is pure and undefined before God the Father is this’ v.27 

Simply put, we must “walk the talk”. Our actions should match our words. To  
simply listen to the word of God and let it pass over us means that we are  
deceiving ourselves. As we see need, we are expected to respond to it. This is  
always easier said than done but, as the writer records, “religion that is pure and 
undefiled is to care for the orphans and widows and those in distress”. As we care 
for those around us, we are expressing externally and in a practical way what God 
has done in our lives. May the love of God flow out through our lives and into the 
lives of others through our generous and loving response. 

 

 

 

 

 

For further study: Luke 10:25-37 - Jesus' parable of the good Samaritan. 

Response: On what occasions during the past few weeks have you responded in a 
practical way to someone’s need? What did you do? 

Prayer: Ask God to bring a person, a family or a ministry that is ministering to  
orphans and widows – commit to getting involved in meeting real needs and 
demonstrating God’s love for them.  



Reading: Matthew 25:14-30 
‘To one he gave five talents, to another two, and to another one, to each  
according to his ability’ v.15 

This is a parable about being faithful. A talent was a large sum of money. Though in 
the light of this passage we can see that Jesus was calling His followers to be faithful 
and to act responsibly in the light of their opportunities. As Christians we should be 
willing and wisely invest our time, talents and treasure. 

In the parable the three servants were entrusted with large sums of money and it is 
clear from the end of the story that they were expected to do something with the 
money. A major takeaway would be God has great expectations for believers in how 
they invest their time, talent and treasure.  

 

 

 

 

 

For further study: Luke 8:1-3 - Jesus supported by wealthy women. 

Response: When you dwell on this biblical truth “Invest Wisely” what ideas come to 
mind when you ponder your time, talents and treasure?  

Prayer:  Ask God what is the next step of obedience for you in the area investing your 
time, talent and treasure?  If willing, tell God you are ready to take this next step following 
His leadership.  



Reading: Matthew 25:31-46 
“For I was hungry, and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me drink, I was 
a stranger and you welcomed me, I was naked and you clothed me, I was sick and 
you visited me, I was in prison and you came to me” v.35-36 

At the center of the parable is the message that we are accountable for our actions 
and will, one day be judged. Our compassion for those in need should move us to 
action. Filled with the love of God we reach out and minister to everyone because 
that is part of the ministry that Jesus had on earth and to which He calls His  
followers. We love and serve others because God first loved and served us.  

 

 

 

 

 

For further study: Hebrews 6:9-12 - the author's encouragement to help others - 
God sees and will remember. 

Response: We have looked at the way in which we care for those around us, what 
one practical action will you make your priority for the coming days? 

Prayer: Ask God to give you a heart of compassion and the eyes to see those in need in 
the same manner that Jesus did and serve them.  



As we finish our 30-Day Prayer Guide, we conclude by identifying some principles to 
guide our stewardship of all that God has entrusted to us, that we might become 
fruitful and faithful disciples. 



Reading: Colossians 3:22-25 

“Whatever you do, work heartily, as for the Lord and not for men” v.23 

 

A Christian servant owed complete obedience to his master as a ministry to the Lord. If 
a Christian servant had a believing master, that servant was not to take advantage of his 
master because they were brothers in the Lord. If anything, the servant strived to do a 
better job because he was a Christian. He showed singleness of heart and gave his full  
devotion to his master. His work was done heartily, not grudgingly, and as to the Lord 
and not to men. ‘Ye serve the Lord Christ’ (Col. 3:24). 

 

Yes, we earn a wage and we are responsible for the stewardship of that money, 
but we are called to be faithful in our place of work. Being trustworthy and hard-
working are the hallmarks of a Christian. Part of our calling is to be the best em-
ployee that we possibly can. 

 

 

 

 

For further study: Luke 16:1-13 

Response: How do you seek to exercise your calling as a disciple of Christ in your 
place of work?  

Prayer:  Engage God in a conversation about how you serve Him in every aspect of your 
work environment. Ask God to put His finger on anything that needs correction or  
anything that needs an attitude adjustment.  Be open to specific suggestions.  



Reading: Luke 12:16-21 
“So is the one who lays up treasure for himself and is not rich toward God” v.21 

The farmer’s desire to have big barns and to store his crop was not wrong. He was 
taking thought for and providing for the future. But it was his desire to sit back and 
be self-congratulatory about things, using his wealth only for himself that caused 
him to err. The Bible is clear, we are responsible for how we exercise our stewardship 
over time, talents and treasure.  God has entrusted to us to be ‘rich towards God'. 

We have a bigger vision and longer-term goals than creating an earthly fund to carry 
us through to the grave. As creatures of God's eternal kingdom, we look to use the 
values of the Kingdom of God as a guide to how we spend our money; setting  
priorities for all that we do. 

People will be able to see what our real values are by finding what we have set our 
heart on, for where our heart is, so too is our treasure. 
 

 

 

 

 

For further study: Philippians 3:12-21 - striving towards things of God. 

Response: If someone asked you what was your heart's desire, how would you  
answer that question? Would you answer honor God and His purposes? 

Prayer: Ask God to help you identify your top five priorities which would honor God 
and His purposes. 



Reading: Matthew 22:15-22 
‘Therefore, render to Caesar the things that are Caesar’s, and to God the things 
that are God’s’ v.21 

If the Pharisees thought they could trick Jesus by a simple question about  
taxation, they got it wrong. Jesus calls for a coin with the emperor’s head on it. 
As he showed them the coin he exposed their hypocrisy. The coin was used to 
pay for the roads and the peace that the people enjoyed. It is right that as Chris-
tians we pay our lawful dues to our government.  

At the same time, we are also responsible to God and must be sure to “render to 
God” everything due Him. The Bible makes it clear that this includes time, talent 
and treasure.  

 

For further study: Romans 13:1-7 - Paul on being loyal subjects and paying tax. 

Response: Ask God to help you evaluate how much of your time, talent and  
treasure you have invested in your earthly citizenship and how much of your 
time, talent and treasure have invested in your heavenly citizenship.  

Prayer:  If it is true of you that you have invested little in the kingdom of God, confess 
and repent to God. Ask him for the next step of obedience, investing your time, talent 
and treasure in God’s kingdom.  If it is true that you have invested faithfully in the  
kingdom of God, praise God and ask Him to provide more resources for you to invest in 
God’s  
kingdom.  



Reading: Hebrews 13:5-6, 15-16 
‘Keep your lives free from the love of money’  
‘and be content with what you have’ v.5 

No doubt that this message has been true in every generation. The important question 
is how can we remain pure in a materialistic world? The writer to the Hebrews  
encourages his listeners to keep themselves free from the love of money.  

As we work hard, give generously, and are not covetous of other people and what they 
may own, so we begin to put into practice the godliness that comes through  
contentment in and with God and His provision.  

 
 
For further study: Colossians 3:1-14 - Paul's instructions for holy living. 

Response: Identify 5 things you could do differently if you decided to be less  
materialist.  

Prayer: Ask God to guard your heart, mind and eyes against the temptations toward  
materialism.  Ask God to open your eyes, heart and mind to ways you can invest more 
of your time, talents and treasure in the kingdom of God.  



Reading: 1 Peter 4:7-11 
“As each has received a gift, use it to serve one another, as good stewards of God’s 
varied grace.” v.10 

Being a good steward is not just about money. It is about our whole life: time, talents 
and treasure. God has gifted us with time and we need to make it a priority to spend 
time serving God and others. Each of us has spiritual gifts and we should look for the  
opportunities to use those gifts in service to God and others.  

In this passage we see how as Christians we can use all that God has gifted us with to 
strengthen the church. Being a steward is not only about what we can do in a church 
setting. As Christians we are called to live in the world and therefore it is how we  
exercise our Christian discipleship in work, in the community and in our family. 

As good stewards, we will not hide what God has gifted us, but use it for the benefit 
of others. Being a faithful steward is not easy, but we are filled with the Holy Spirit and 
He will equip us to live for the glory of God, which is our goal. 

For further study: Psalm 51 - a prayer that we might be renewed. 

Response: I challenge you to keep a diary of how you use your time for one week? At 
work? At Play? In our Family? At Church? 

Prayer: Lay that diary before God in your prayer time and ask God “How do you want 
me to change how I use my talent, time and treasure.”  



Reading: Philippians 4:8-9 

“Finally, brothers, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, what is just, whatever is pure, 
whatever is lovely, whatever is commendable…think on these things” v.8 

 

 

Peace involves the heart and the mind. "Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace, whose mind 
is stayed on Thee: because he trusts in Thee" (Isa. 26:3). Wrong thinking leads to wrong 
feeling, and before long the heart and mind are pulled apart and we are strangled by 
worry. We must realize that thoughts are real and powerful.  We must bring ‘into captivity 
every thought to the obedience of Christ’ (2 Cor. 10:5). 

"Sow a thought, reap an action. 

Sow an action, reap a habit. 

Sow a habit, reap a character. ' 

Sow a character, reap a destiny!" 

 

 

 
 
 

For further study: 2 Corinthians 10: 4-6 

Response: Please note in verse 9 that Paul challenges us ‘practice these things’ and then 
follows with a promise ‘and the God of peace will be with you.’ What steps can you take 
to practice “right thinking”?  

 

Prayer: Ask God to help you identify some things you need to guard against to protect 
your thinking. Ask God to help you identify some things you need to cultivate to move 
you in the direction of “godly thinking”. Ask God to help you identify one or two things 
you could start “practicing” now.  



Reading: Philippians 4: 10-13 

“Not that I am speaking of being in need, for I have learned in whatever situation I am 
to be content” v.11 

 

Paul is quick to let his friends know that he is not complaining! His happiness does not  
depend on circumstances or things, his joy comes from something deeper, something 
apart from either poverty or prosperity. Learning to trust God in poverty may be easier 
that in prosperity. Prosperity seems to undermine our dependence upon God. When 
Paul uses the word “learned” in verse 4 he is talking about through trials and testing 
he had learned to be content.  

 

Paul discovered that his real resources for contentment were all found with God – the 
providence of God, the promises of God and the power of God. These resources made 
Paul sufficient for every demand of life, and they can make us sufficient too.  

 
 
 

 

For further study: Philippians 4:14-17 – an investment with rich spiritual dividends.  

 

Response: For me “contentment” is the pinnacle of spiritual maturity. What are some  
possible steps where I might demonstrate “contentment”.  

 

Prayer: Ask God to show you areas of your life where you are not depending upon 
God. When he reveals one area, commit to God that you will take a first step of  
obedience. Ask God to help you identify an area of need in your life, that you can  
trust God for.  



Reading: 2 Peter 1:3-9 

“For if these qualities are yours and are increasing, they keep you from being ineffective or 
unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ.” v.8 

 

Christian character is an end, but it is also a means to an end. The more we become like 
Jesus Christ, the more the Spirit can use us in witness and service. The believer who is not 
growing is idle ("barren") and unfruitful. His knowledge of Jesus Christ is producing  
nothing practical in his life. The word translated "idle" also means "ineffective."  
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The key to spiritual fruitfulness is allowing the Holy Spirit control and leadership in our 
lives so the Holy Spirit can produce these qualities.  

 

 
 
 
 
 

For further study: Ephesians 5:8 – Be filled with the Holy Spirit (controlled and  
empowered) 

 

Response: Identify one of these qualities that the Holy Spirit will help to develop in you. 
Do a word study of this quality in the New Testament.  

 

Prayer: Ask God to use the Holy Spirit to cultivate this one quality in you. Pray for it daily 
until you begin to see God at work in you. 




