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PETERSBURG FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH                                    JANUARY 2022 
 

 

[ Our mission is to make disciples of all nations by worshiping the Lord Jesus, building up  
the body of Christ and shining the light of Jesus into our neighborhoods and the nations. ]  

 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

 

 

Be a Light for Christ! 
Our local missions focus this year will be to 
equip the church to shine the light of Jesus 
into our neighborhoods. We will give you the 
tools to get to know your neighbors by name 
so that you can begin to build relationships 
with them. You’ll be the light by praying for, 
caring for, sharing the gospel with, and 
discipling your neighbors.  
 

Let’s see what God will do as we light up 
Petersburg with the gospel! Details to come! 

 

Renew in 2022 
Prayer and Bible | There is no better way to grow spiritually than by encountering the Lord 

daily in His Word and through prayer. Don’t just make it a New Year’s resolution – make it 

your renewed heart’s desire to dwell in the presence of God. If you don’t already have a plan, 
here’s a suggestion to get your New Year started right. 
 

Proverbs | Renew your wisdom in godly living by reading one chapter of Proverbs each day.  

John | Renew your faith and confidence in sharing Christ by reading through John’s gospel. 

Genesis | Renew your awe over God’s creative work and wonders as you read Genesis. 

Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me.      

Psalm 51:10 

Mission in Motion 
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Meet our New Deacon –  
Dean Sexton 
At our December Business Meeting, the church unanimously 
voted to approve the nomination of Dean Sexton as Deacon at 
Petersburg First Baptist Church! Dean and Mihaela have served in 
various ways as generous and faithful servants of Christ. They 
have two daughters, Ana and Andrea. We are planning an 
ordination service for January 30.  
 

Ready to Connect or Reconnect? 
Life Groups | If you’re not yet connected to a small group Bible study (aka Life Groups) or 

Sunday School, now’s a great time to do so! Check out the groups and times below. We grow 

better together! 

Worship Celebration | If you’re not currently attending church, there’s also no better time 
than the present to come back. You will be welcomed with open arms! You know you need it – 

and the the church body needs you, too! We’ll save a seat for you this Sunday at 10:45.  
 

Weekly Worship, Bible Study & Prayer 
Sundays |  
9:30 am     Sunday School (Separate Classes for Babies thru Adults) 
10:45 am    Worship Celebration (In-person and on Facebook Live) 
6:00 pm      Youth Group, Mighty Men of God, and Sisters in Christ 
Tuesdays |  First Place for Health – See you in 2022! Watch for details. 
Wednesdays | 
10:00 am  Zoom Prayer Meeting 
3:30-5pm  Kids Klub at Georg Road Community Building 
6:30 pm  Truth Seekers Life Group  
 

Worship through Giving 
Send a check by mail. First Baptist Church 103 W. Sangamon Ave., Petersburg, IL 62675 
Drop off during office hours; 9am-1pm, Mon-Thurs, or in designated area before/after church.  
Generosity by LifeWay – Visit our website at http://fbcpetersburgil.org/online-giving to give via 
credit or debit card. You can also download the Generosity app on your smart phone!  
PayPal. You are welcome to give using our PayPal account! 

* Thank you for your faithful and generous giving! * 
 

Note of Thanks  

Pastor Rob, Amy, and Tonia want to thank 
the church for the generous Christmas gifts 
you gave us. It is our joy and honor to serve, 
and we sincerely appreciate your kindness! 

http://fbcpetersburgil.org/online-giving
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Upcoming Events 
Jan. 1 – Saturday – Happy New Year! 
Jan. 2 – Sunday – Guest Speaker Sylvan Knobloch for 10:45am worship & Lord’s Supper 
Jan. 4 – Tuesday – Pastor’s Jail Ministry 10:00 am 
Jan. 6 – Thursday – Ladies Craft Night – 6:00 pm 
Jan. 16 – Sunday – Elijah video Bible Study with Priscilla Shirer starts, 6:00 pm 
Jan. 18 – Tuesday – Pastor’s Jail Ministry – 10:00 am 
Jan. 18-20 – Midwest Leadership Conference, Crown Plaza, Springfield 
Jan. 22 – Saturday – Ministry Leadership Team Meeting, 8:00 am 
Jan. 29 – Saturday – Men’s Wild Game Dinner, 6:00 pm 
Jan. 30 – Sunday – Deacon Ordination Service – 10:45 am  
Jan. 31 – Monday – FBC scholarship applications due to the church (& BFI online apps due) 
 

Feb. 1 – Tuesday – Pastor’s Jail Ministry – 10:00 am 
Feb. 3 – Thursday – Ladies Craft Night – 6:00 pm 
Feb. 12 – Saturday – Valentine’s Event 
Feb. 13 – Sunday – Choir Practice, 5:00 pm 
Feb. 15 – Tuesday – Pastor’s Jail Ministry – 10:00 am 
Feb. 20 – Sunday – Choir Practice, 5:00 pm 
Feb. 26 – Saturday – VBS Clinic/Training, 8:30am @ Chatham Baptist Church 
Feb. 27 – Sunday – Choir Practice, 5:00 pm 

 

Choir Practice Returns for 
Easter Cantata  
Do you love to sing? Maybe you just sing along with the radio 
at home or you sang with a group when you were younger.  
No matter what your experience level in singing we want you 

to join the First Baptist Choir! This choir is for young and old. Anyone grade school thru senior 
adults may join the choir! We will be having weekly practices on Sundays at 5pm, February 13 – 
April 10 and will perform an Easter special on April 17. Were you in the choir before the 
pandemic and have been missing it? Have you been missing hearing the choir sing and are 
thinking about joining? We need you! God wants us to make a joyful noise and He will make our 
song beautiful! Please sign up on the bulletin board by January 16th or contact Amy Gallion at 
217-361-4798 to let her know so that she will know how much music to order.  

 

Men’s Wild Game Dinner 
Calling men and boys of all ages! We will once again host the 
Heartland Baptist Network Sportsmen Banquet, aka Wild 
Game Dinner. Please bring some of your best wild game to 
share or bring a favorite side dish and/or dessert! Come 
enjoy some hearty fellowship and fun! Saturday, Jan. 29 at 
6:00 pm in the church basement. Avid sportsman, Dr. Ken 
Wilson, will be our guest speaker. This is a great outreach event, so bring a friend! 
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Elijah Bible Study 
Starting Sunday, January 16, the Sisters 
in Christ group will be digging into a 
new video bible study series by Priscilla 
Shirer called “Elijah:  Faith & Fire”.  This 
video series will be about 7 weeks long.  
We will meet each Sunday at 6:00 in 

the prayer room. Please sign up on the bulletin board (or let Amy Gallion know) if you are 
interested in attending so we can make sure we have enough books.  We would love to have 
you join us if you want to:  
• Understand the value of seasons of growth and testing in your spiritual maturity.  
• Be encouraged to wait on God’s good work in your heart and mind.   
• Learn to trust in the goodness and faithfulness of God and His purposes for your life 
 

College Scholarship 
Opportunities 
Attention current high school, college, university & 
seminary students! Vocational-trade school/associates/ 
bachelors/masters & seminary scholarships are available for 

the 2022-2023 school year. There are two different scholarships available: The First Baptist 
Church Scholarship and the Dammann  Scholarship (BFI).   You must be a member of our 
church to apply for either of these two scholarships. If you are interested in applying for the 
First Baptist Church Scholarship please contact our church office at 217-632-2488 so that we 
can get you an application.  If you are interested in applying for the Dammann Scholarship you 
must apply online at:  https://baptistfoundationil.org/education-scholarships/. The application 
period for this scholarship runs from January 1-January 31, 2022. Both scholarship applications 
are due January 31. You may apply for both scholarships but if you are a recipient of the 
Dammann scholarship you will not be considered for the FBC scholarship. Both of these 
scholarships are sponsored through our church, however the BFI does have other scholarship 
monies available to students who are members of Southern Baptist churches in Illinois. 
 

Portraits of December 

We have had a busy December 
with many special events & 
services.  To follow are just a few 
pictures to show how special this 
December has been.  If you have 
photos that you have taken of a 
recent church event we would 
love for you to share them with 
us.  We will continue this portion 
of the newsletter in 2022. Five Guys with Guitars (actually 4) 

https://baptistfoundationil.org/education-scholarships/
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Youth Christmas and Year End Parties 

Christmas Eve Candlelight Service 

Willow helped 
with the Pastor’s 
Illustration! 

FBC Ensemble  Lighting the Advent Candle 
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Rob’s Reflections 
There are a hundred things I’d like to say in this space, as I think about the highlights from 2021 
and look forward to what’s in store for 2022. Personally, the top three newsworthy events from 
this year include our family vacation to Nashville, DC, and NYC, the mission trip to Rio, and Tyler 
& Jordyn’s wedding. Not far behind are going to a TobyMac concert in Peoria with Toby, seeing 
Tyler, Amy, Toby, and Michael leading worship for a D-Now youth event in Missouri, and 
generally hanging out with my bride of 28 years! Contrary to the one kid’s question, “Do you 
live at church?”, I actually enjoy not only being a Pastor, but also a husband and Dad, too! 
 

So I’ll save some of the “church” highlight reel for an upcoming letter included with your 2021 
giving statement, but for now I’m thanking God for the gift of family, the joy of the calling, and 
His blessings of His amazing grace.  

- Pastor Rob 
 

Bless the Lord, O my soul, and forget not all his benefits… 
who satisfies you with good so that your youth is renewed like the eagle’s.  

Psalm 103:2, 5 
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103 W. Sangamon Ave., Petersburg, IL 62675  //  217.632.2488  //  Facebook: Petersburg First Baptist Church  
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