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-----†-----The Mission in Motion
Worship in the Building

Sunday, January 31 at 10:45am

We look forward to seeing you all this coming Sunday for inperson worship. We highly encourage you to wear face masks
as you enter and exit the building and ask that you avoid
congregating in the hallways, foyer and aisles of the sanctuary.
Thank you so much for your cooperation and respect towards
others! If you have any questions concerning our safety
measures please check out our church Facebook page or church
website. The service will still be recorded for live-streaming on
Facebook and will be posted to our YouTube channel and church website later in the day for
those who are unable to join us in-person.

Worship through Giving
Thank you for remaining faithful and generous in your giving! Here are some ways you can give:
Send a check by mail. First Baptist Church 103 W. Sangamon Ave., Petersburg, IL 62675
Drop off during office hours; 9am-1pm, Mon-Thurs, or in designated area before/after church.
Generosity by LifeWay – Visit our website at http://fbcpetersburgil.org/online-giving to give via
credit or debit card. You can also download the Generosity app on your smart phone!
PayPal. You are welcome to give using our PayPal account!

Activities, Meetings & Practices
Rio Mission Trip Info Meeting – This 10am Saturday, January 30 at Springfield Southern
Baptist Church. Please call Pastor Rob if you have any questions.

Children’s Discipleship Ministry Worker Meeting – Sunday, January 31 immediately
following the worship service. We will meet downstairs in the fellowship hall.

J.O.Y. –The JOY group will not be gathering again until March. Stay warm and safe!
FBC Vocal Ensemble – Practice Sundays at 5:00 pm
Praise Team – Practice Tuesdays at 6:30pm
2021 Business Meetings – Sunday, February 7 at 1:00pm. A lunch will be offered right
after worship for those who wish to stay. Please RSVP to Crystal at 217-414-3669 by Wed.,
Feb 3 if you will be staying for lunch. Also, May 2, August 22 & December 12.
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Weekly Bible Study and Prayer Groups
CHILDREN’S DISCIPLESHIP MINISTRY -Coming soon! February 7
at 10:45am. Kid’s thru 6th grade are invited! It will be held downstairs
during the sermon portion of the Sunday morning worship. Parents,
all teachers and children will wear masks and social distance while
downstairs together. Please contact the church office if you have any questions.

ZOOM PRAYER MEETINGS –Wednesdays at 10:00 am & 7:00 pm. See e-mail link to join.
LIFE GROUPS – Join us for bible study and fellowship! Sundays at 9:15 am & 6:00pm. Also
Wednesdays at 6:30pm! For adults of all ages!

SISTERS IN CHRIST – Sundays at 6:00pm in the prayer chapel.
Women of all ages are invited to come as we discuss the book of
Romans, fellowship and hold each other up in prayer. This week we will
be discussing Romans 8:18-39.

MIGHTY MEN OF GOD – Sundays at 6:00pm in the sanctuary. Join us for the video-based
study, “The Power of Jesus’ Names,” featuring the teaching of Dr. Tony Evans. Please contact
Pastor Rob if you would like to order a workbook for the study. All men are welcome to join!

YOUTH GROUP – Sunday, January 31 from 6-7pm. Bible Study in the basement.
FIRST PLACE 4 HEALTH - Tuesdays, Jan 12 – March 16. Times are: 12:30 pm – 1:45pm
via Zoom (contact: Becky Bergner) or 6:00 – 7:00pm in-person (contact: Angie Owens)

Prayers and Praises
Praises:
Many friends and family gathered for Jackie’s graveside memorial on Saturday!
Steven Davis’s heart surgery went very well and he is home from the hospital!
Recent Prayer Requests:
Jason Moss family/COVID death – grief
Sinclair’s daughter, Sally Ames – COVID
Gallion’s sister in law, Laura – COVID
Shane Kastler – COVID
Mihalea’s friend, Liviu – COVID/extensive lung damage
Barb Walter, friend of Hollers – surgery on January 27
Carl Larson family/stroke death - grief

Scholarship Deadline
Students, don’t forget! The application deadline for the FBC
scholarship, the Damman Scholarship (thru the BFI) and all other
scholarships through the Baptist Foundation is this Sunday, January 31!
If you have any questions please contact the church office.
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Pastor’s Study
What has God has been trying to say us in light of all that was 2020 and all that is yet come? I’ve
been sharing with you on Sunday mornings some truths and challenges that God wants to etch
in our hearts and apply to our lives. Here’s a highly summarized recap.
First: “Be still, and know that I am God. I will be exalted among the nations. I will be exalted
in the earth!” (Psalm 46:10). Amid the chaos and confusion all around, we must remember that
God is still on His throne and there will never be a transfer of power to another administration.
He alone is God, and His name will be exalted. We rest our souls in this truth.
Under this banner come seven realities we must believe and obey in faith. I don’t know what all
2021 will bring, but I know that now is the time to follow Jesus as never before.
1. Jesus calls his followers to make an “all-in” commitment to Him. “How long will
you waver
between two opinions? If God is God, follow Him. But if Baal, then follow him” (1
Kings 18:21). You can’t play the part of a Christian on Sunday then live like the devil the rest of
the week. You can diversify your financial portfolio, but you’ve got to be sold-out to Jesus.
2. Jesus prepares us to be battle-ready. Yes, we’re in a spiritual war. If you’re all-in
following Jesus, then expect to be hated by the world. Expect to be mocked, insulted,
threatened, and persecuted. The cancel culture is coming for the church that preaches the
gospel. But we are strengthened to stand in the power of His might. See Ephesians 6:10-20.
3. Jesus pleads for the unity of His church. In Christ there is no black or white, rich or
poor, Jew or Gentile, elephant or donkey. The cross breaks down every dividing wall of hostility.
We’re united in Jesus as one body, one in heart and soul, one Lord, one faith, one baptism, one
God and Father of all (Ephesians 4:4-6). Our identity is in Him alone, and we must unite.
4. Jesus commands us to love one another. Followers of Christ are marked by their love
– loving the Lord wholeheartedly and loving your neighbor as yourself. When the love of God
abides in us, we will lay down our lives for the brothers and we will show special care for the
widow and the fatherless, the poor and needy, the weak and the oppressed.
5. Jesus commissions us to make disciples of all nations. We have to be much more
intentional about teaching our children to follow in the ways of the Lord. We have to teach,
train, equip, and encourage one another in the church to be obedient to the commands of
Christ. We have to be the example for others to follow in line with the Word of God.
6. Jesus promises He will come again. This truth keeps our eyes fixed on Jesus and
motives us in the faith of godly living. In light of His soon and sudden return, we must be ready,
be holy, and be hopeful. “Behold, I am coming soon, bringing my recompense with me, to repay
each one for what he has done” (Revelation 22:12).
7. Jesus sends us out as His witness to the world. Speaking the truth with love, we
must warn and plead with men to be reconciled to God in Christ, for those who reject Jesus will
be eternally condemned, but those who repent and believe He will save. We’re empowered by
the Holy Spirit to proclaim the gospel that brings salvation. We must boldly preach the Word.
– Pastor Rob
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FBC 2020 in Review: A Year of Change
PRE-COVID ACTIVITIES:

JOY Concert in February

Kid’s Klub Ministry – the year finished early
and they didn’t get to have their pizza party,
but awards and gift cards to DQ were
delivered to many families.

Men’s Wild Game Dinner – Jan. 25

DURING THE PANDEMIC

Pastor Rob and family record worship services
for Facebook/YouTube while our church building
is closed down to all activities inside.

The youth continue to meet
online and make Easter Cards for
the residents at Sunny Acres

Children’s Teachers Sue Holler &
Nicole Holbrook record children’s
lessons for Facebook/YouTube.
Gragg Stacy heads up our first
ZOOM Sunday School Class in May.

Mother’s Day flowers were delivered
and the children recorded special
messages for all the mothers.

Shut-ins and others were visited
outdoor through hymn caroling
throughout the spring and summer
and Christmas carolers in December.
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FBC 2020 in Review (Continued)

The summertime brought us a chance
to meet outdoors for fellowship,
including this church picnic at New
Salem, Praise in the Park at Edgar
State Park and a Business Meeting
held down by the river.

Our church re-opened for indoor worship
“socially distanced style” on June 14.

Two drive-in services were held at
PORTA High School early summer.

In spite of COVID restrictions our JOY
group was able to travel around
Illinois and enjoy fellowship while
sight-seeing. They went to Atlanta,
Casey and Starved Rock in addition to
having a concert online, a fish fry and
a meal/concert indoors.
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FBC 2020 in Review (Continued)
First Place for Health started ZOOM
classes in June. Currently both in-person
and zoom classes are being held.

New LIFE GROUPS (Bible study fellowship
groups) started September 6th.

The youth started back up inperson at the end of June. They
also participated in a Petersburg
Changers weekend in October
where they painted the church
basement and an online
AWSOM event in November.
They continue to meet Sunday
nights at 6pm on a regular basis.

We were pleased to
welcome to our family
Madelyn Gilbert by
baptism, Marc and Cathy
Nissen and Eddie and
Pam Pullen by church
letter this year.
We were able to hold our annual church wiener roast at
the Duckwiler’s (COVID style) in November.
We were able to host two
Christmas Eve worship services
this year along with a special afterChristmas dramatic presentation
by Pastor Rob, Jared & Andrea.

Jonathan and Emily Martin joined
us on December 20th for a special
“Family Christmas Worship”.
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