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    -From the Pastor’s Desk-     
      “I will praise You forever, because You have done it” 
                                                   Psalm 52:9 
 

As we approach the holiday season in general and Thanksgiving in particular….what 

are You  thankful for?  What “praise” wells up in Your heart and rolls off Your tongue 

in honor of God as we look back on 2021?  I am grateful for the “rock” of my faith ra-

ther than the shifting sand of our  current circumstances.  A Faith that is based on the 

historic facts of the crucifixion and             resurrection and a hope grounded in the as-

surance of our Savior’s soon return.   

 

We do not drive our car looking in the rearview mirror!  That may work in the movies, 

but not in real life.  We look through the wide view of the windshield so we do not go 

off the road, cause an accident, or lose track of our progress toward our destination.  

We do use the rearview mirror to keep track of what is behind us, where we have 

been, but it is only a quick glance.  Our focus is forward.  Paul in Philippians 3:13 tells 

us that he has not arrived himself, but he has forgotten the things behind him so that his 

full focus can be pressing on toward the prize.  In our Hebrews study on Wednesday 

nights we saw in chapter 6 that we need to leave the elementary teachings behind and 

push on toward maturity (verse 1). 

 

The Christian life is a journey and we need to be focused on where God is leading 

us…..on where we should be going.  Forget the things behind us; our wrong turns, de-

tours, and failures….pressing on toward the prize!  But….what is the “prize”?  The two 

disciples walking along the road to Emmaus in Luke 24 remind us.  Unknown to them 

the resurrected Jesus joined them on their journey away from Jerusalem.  He asked 

them what they were talking about as they walked and they asked the Risen Lord in 

abject shock; “Are You the only one in Jerusalem who does not know what is going 

on?  There are crazy rumors swirling that Jesus of Nazareth who was crucified is alive!  

Early    reports came from the women and later even some of the Disciples!”  And so 

we read that Jesus opened the Scriptures to them and beginning with the Law and the 

Prophets walked them through why the Messiah had to die.  Later after Jesus had 

blessed the bread and was taken from their presence they exclaimed; “Did not our 

hearts burn within us?”   

 

That is the Prize!  It is not the journey, nor the destination….it is the company we keep 

as we walk through life.  As we walk with Jesus we tend to forget the past and focus on 

the moment.  The key to our journey…..is the burning heart.  We have so much to be 

Thankful for this Year as we glance in our rearview mirror.  And it is our gracious heav-

enly Father, from whom precedes every good and perfect gift that has brought those 

gifts our way.  Let us look forward to these last two months and have a strong finish 

led by a grateful heart.      - Pastor Ted 

 

        

November Events: 

 
MOPS Clothing Swap  
Saturday the 6th 
@ 10:00AM 
 
MOPS Meeting 
Friday the 12th  
@ 9:30AM 
 
CST Meeting  
Sunday the 14th 
@ 2:30PM 
 
Administrative 
Council Meeting 
Sunday the 14th  
@ 3:00PM 
 
Deacon Meeting 
Sunday the 14th 
@ 7:00PM 
 
FBCER OCC Drop-off 
Monday the 15th  - 
Monday the 22nd. 
                         
Thanksgiving Service 
Wednesday the 24th 
@ 7:00PM 
 
Thanksgiving  
Thursday the 25th 


