Wednesday Night Children…
Children’s Choir 6pm
RA/GA/Mission Friends 6:30pm
They are having a blast in everything they are doing. If
you are not here on Wednesday Nights, you are missing
all this fun!

MY

PERSPECTIVE
A SPIRIT OF EXPECTATION

In Butch Butcher’s recent sermon, the topic of our first love, or initial salvation conversion, was
discussed. I know I’ve written about the topic before, but the importance of our “first love” after
salvation still resonates with me. God certainly has something significant to say about it in
Revelation 2:4-5 (NAS). “But I have this against you, that you have left your first love. Therefore

remember from where you have fallen, and repent and do the deeds you did at first . . .”
Clearly, God wants us to hold on to and remember the joy and commitment we first experienced
at salvation. If I had to choose another section of the Bible to equate this experience with, it would
be the post-resurrection appearance of Jesus to Cleophas and his friends on the road to Emmaus.
The men were talking about the crucifixion of the man from Nazareth—Jesus, as well as the
mysterious disappearance of his body after only three days, and the appearance of angels claiming
Jesus was alive. Jesus joined them and casually asked what they were discussing. Cleophas was
amazed that the stranger didn’t know of the recent events in the area. Jesus asked, “What events?”
I wonder if Jesus was smiling to Himself as he asked that question? At this point, Jesus explained
the significance of the resurrection, as well as a short Biblical, history lesson on the prophets. As it
grew dark they invited him to dinner and a place to rest for the night. When they broke bread
together and Jesus handed it out, they immediately recognized him, but he disappeared before
their eyes!

2nd – Emily Bryant
2nd – Betty Reynolds
9th – Bobbi Swanson
10th – Alfred Dunagan
10th – Jason Fields
11th - Courtney Bolden
11th - Kenneth Reynolds
12th - Marilyn Archer
13th - Brandon McIntyre
16th - Betty Day
16th - Larry Glass
16th - Mike Kiley
17th - Dot Wallace
20th - Bobby Reynolds
20th - Mike Sikes
21st - Abby Coker
21st - Chelsea Stancil
22nd - Kevyn Hendsbee
22nd - Dylan Mathis
26th - James Forehand
27th - Mary Alice Smith
29th - Andrea Laird

I’m sure Cleophas’ eyes must have resembled saucers when Jesus disappeared. But it is what they
said to one another that excites me. “Did not our hearts burn within us while he talked to us on
the road, while he opened to us the Scriptures?” Luke 24:32 (NAS) Well, who wouldn’t be
excited to hear a Bible study led by Jesus, Himself?!
I believe their reaction to Jesus’ Bible study is the spirit God wants us to enjoy—long after our
initial conversion. But now we have to ask, can a person experience that kind of joy daily? And, I
must ask myself, am I that happy every day? If we answer honestly, we have to say no, because life
happens. However, I can encourage you with suggestions that help to keep us in a positive
fellowship with Christ, and ways to experience His joy.
A spirit of expectation puts us in a unique position to see God’s hand in our lives and connect with
Him on a personal level. May 31 is my spiritual Birthday—the day I received Christ as my personal
Savior. I celebrate this day annually with a one or two-night retreat, where I go away to spend time
with God, talk to Him, and listen to what He has to say. It gives me time to reflect on my
experience as a Christian that year and even gain insight for future goals.
In addition to celebrating your spiritual Birthday, keep a prayer journal, recording specific
requests. The excitement, of course, is found in entering the answers to prayers. This is a great
tool to keep on hand when you need to reflect on the many times God has come through for you.
I would also suggest looking for God in nature and wild life. A beautiful sunset may be His way of
showing you who He is that day. Look for Him and listen for His voice as you read scripture.
Look for him among conversations with friends and even with those who are lost. He promises to
make Himself known to his children, and when He does, your heart will smile and soar because
you’ve just encountered a Holy God.
“I love those who love me, and those who diligently seek me will find me .” Proverbs 8:17 (NAS)
~Kat Harris

9th - Farrah & Brad Haney
17th – Judy & Al Dunagan
28th - Sherry & Stephen Walden
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Pastor Butch Butcher
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Brian Green – September 23rd – 706-372-2209
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Early Education
Director
Church Directory Pictures – will be taken September 13 th – 15th …. If you
have not signed up yet, please contact Diana Ramsey at the church office either
by phone 770-867-7273 or by email diana@unionbaptistwinder.org …
You can also go online to our church website unionbaptistwinder.org and click
on the link … Either way you decide to go, just try to do it quickly…
You don’t have to be a member to be in the directory… EVERYONE needs to be
in the UBC Church Directory! You can also send in a picture to Diana.

Church Council Meeting – September 9 th @ 4:00pm
We will be meeting in Harv Black’s Sunday school room.
Hint: Church Council meetings are calendar meetings. If you are the head of a
committee or group, you should attend. We review the calendar and make sure that
we have everyone’s events scheduled with no duplicating or over booking a day or
weekend. This is a very important meeting so please make sure you are available to
come on September 9th. Contact the church office for more information.

Jana Bartz
jana@unionbaptistwinder.org
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5
RA’s Cans for
Christ Kickoff

6

7

8

9
Church Council
Meeting 4pm
H. Black’s SS
Room

10
Golden Heir’s
Hamrick Trip –
Contact Gloria
Wall for more
information

11

12
RA’s Rain Gutter
Regatta

13

14

15

16

17
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Mike Kiley’s SS
Class Trip / Pizza
& Bowling
19

20

21

First day of Good
News Club at
Holsenbeck
Elementary School
23

24

25

22
Good News Club
Training – Worship
Center 7:30am –
1:00pm

26
RA’s serving at
Food Bank of NE
Ga.

27

28

29

30
Church
Conference
6:00pm
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Children's Church
K - 5th Grade

Sept 2

Children's Ministry Schedule
September 2018
Sept 9
Sept 16

Sept 23

Sept 30

Leslie Maples,
Elaine Skinner
Mary Kiley, Farrah
Haney
Erica Green, Beth
Rosenzweig

Monica Franklin,
Judy Dunagan
Tracy Miller,
Daleene Snider
Kari & Zach
Mathis

Shannon Mathis,
Terri Butcher
Jana Bartz, Joyce
Sullivan
Mary & Mike
Kiley

Darlene Hendsbee,
Austin Holmes
Kari Mathis, Nina
Holmes
Nina & Austin
Holmes

Carol Cash,
Erica Green
Misty Helton,
Jessica Fields

Dylan & Dekotah
Mathis

Andrea & Kent
Laird

Dylan & Dekotah
Dylan &
Mathis
Andrea & Kent Laird Dekotah Mathis

Elaine Skinner

