
DANIEL 6 – Discussion Guide 
Against All (Human) Odds: Daniel & the Lions’ Den 

 

Before beginning today’s study/discussion, think about or share what you already know about the Biblical 

account of Daniel and the lions’ den – the events and the lessons to be learned from them. 

As we come to the events of Daniel 6, the Babylonian Empire has come to a close – and has been 

replaced by the Persian Empire. Darius is the King.  And, this new King has wisely retained the services 

of a foreigner – a Jewish man by the name of Daniel who faithfully and capably served the previous 

regime. It might be noted that Daniel is no longer a young man – he is over 80 years old at this point!  

(Don’t let those Sunday School papers and other pieces of artwork fool you!) 

You might want to read the entire chapter (Daniel 6:1-28) before we consider what is recorded in this 

chapter a few verses at a time. 

Read Daniel 6:1-3.  What is the situation? What is King Darius doing and what are we told he is planning 

to do? 

Read Daniel 6:4-5. What “problem” comes up – at least in the eyes of some of Daniel’s colleagues and 

subordinates?  What do they attempt to do – and with what measure of success? 

According to Daniel 6:6-9, what “solution” to their problem do these men come up with? What are your 

observations and thoughts about this solution? 

In Daniel 6:10-11, what are we told is Daniel’s reaction to the King’s new decree?  What are some other 

options that you can think of which Daniel might have been tempted to consider? 

Read Daniel 6:12-13 and note what happens next. 

According to Daniel 6:14, what is the King’s reaction to what he is told and what does his reaction tell you 

about his view of Daniel? 

Read Daniel 6:15-17. What do those who have made themselves Daniel’s enemies do next and what is 

the King “forced” to do?  Note what the King says to Daniel before the pit/den is sealed.  What do his 

words reveal about him?  

From what we read in Daniel 6:18, how is King Darius being affected by what has happened? 

According to Daniel 6:19-20, what does the King do and when does he do it?   

What does Daniel’s response to the King in Daniel 6:21-22 show about Daniel and his faith? 

In Daniel 6:23-28 we read of the “aftermath” – what happened as a result of Daniel’s deliverance and the 

events that led up to his being thrown into the lions’ den.  How did King Darius punish those who had 

convinced him to create the new law?  (Note: including family members in the punishment was a Persian 

custom.). How does what happens to those people reinforce the miraculous nature of Daniel’s being 

preserved in the lions’ den the previous night? While we are not told that King Darius became a devoted 

follower of the God of Daniel (YHWH), what does his new decree tell us about his view of YHWH? 

What are some lessons that you have “discovered” or had reinforced from today’s consideration of this 

account from the life of Daniel?   

Let us pray that God will give us a desire to be people of character like Daniel and that He will give us the 

courage to be true to Him regardless of the decrees, the laws, and the threats of our fellow humans! 

 


