
DANIEL 3 – Discussion Guide 
Against All (Human) Odds: The Fiery Furnace 

What would you do if not only your job but your life depended upon doing something that you know God 

forbids His people to do?  What possible “rationalizations” might you be able to come up with for doing 

the forbidden act?   

In chapter three of the Old Testament book of Daniel we are introduced to three Jewish men who faced 

the choice between sinning by obeying a King or obeying God under the threat of death. 

To get a bit of the “setting”, read Daniel 1:1-4 and summarize what these verses tell us about the 

situation. 

As we come to Daniel 3 the “young men” mentioned in chapter one are probably no longer “young” by the 

standards of their day – since upwards of almost two decades may have passed. 

Read Daniel 1:1-3. 

• Summarize what King Nebuchadnezzar does and how the people respond. 

Read Daniel 1:4-6. 

• What does the “dedication ceremony” turn out to be?  What are some possible reasons why King 

Nebuchadnezzar may have wanted to issue this command? What are the consequences for 

those who might dare to disobey the command? 

Read Daniel 1:7. 

• What is the outcome? 

Read Daniel 3:8-12.  

• Who is mentioned and what are told that they did?  What are some possible reasons/motives for 

their actions? 

Read Daniel 3:13-15. 

• What is King Nebuchadnezzar’s reaction? What does his reaction tell us about him? 

Read Daniel 3:16-18. 

• These are, perhaps, the key verses in this chapter.  What is the response of Shadrach, Meshach, 

and Abednego and what does their response tell us about them?  Why do you think they did not 

try to defend themselves before the King?  What did they say they were confident God is ABLE to 

do?  How do you think they may have envisioned God doing this?  What did they say that God 

WOULD do?  What is meant by this? What did they admit about their knowledge of God’s will in 

this instance?  What did they boldly proclaim to the King? 

Read Daniel 3:19-23 and summarize how King Nebuchadnezzar reacted to what the three Jewish men 

had just said. 

Read Daniel 3:24-27 and describe what God did next. 

According to Daniel 3:28-29, how did what he had just witnessed affect Nebuchadnezzar?  What are we 

told that he did?  Reading his reaction and edict carefully, do you think that the king had come to a point 

of worshipping YHWH and Him alone? Why or why not? 

How should what we read about God and His actions that are recorded in this chapter affect us? 

Focusing especially on Daniel 3:16-18, what did Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego do and say that 

should serve as examples for us to follow? Consider how what we are told in Matthew 10:28 and 

Romans 12:1-2 reinforce the truths taught in these verses in Daniel. 

Pray for God to help you to be faithful to Him – trusting in and obeying Him in all circumstances. 


