
1 KINGS 18 – Against All (Human) Odds: Elijah & the False Prophets 

Discussion Guide 

 

What does it mean to be “on the fence”?  Ever been accused of being there?  Ever accused 

someone else of being there? 

Today we are going to look in on some people who were accused of being “on the fence” when 

it came to their worship.  And, as we do so, we may be tempted to think critically of them – but, 

let us ask ourselves if we might not be guilty of being on the fence when it comes to our worship 

of God. 

Read the following Bible verses to get a bit of an understanding of the “setting” or situation in 

which the events we are going to look at today took place: 

• 2 Chronicles 11:5-17 – 

• 1 Kings 17:1 – 

• 1 Kings 18:1-2a – 

Read 1 Kings 18:16-20. 

• Of what does King Ahab accuse Elijah? 

• What is Elijah’s response to King Ahab and what does Elijah tell the King to do? 

• Why do you think Ahab may have obeyed Elijah? 

Read 1 Kings 18:21-25. 

• What question does Elijah ask the people assembled on Mount Carmel? (Compare how 

different translations word this question.) 

• What challenge does Elijah give the people? 

• What is the immediate response of the people? 

Read 1 Kings 18:26-38. 

• Describe the attempts of the prophets of Baal to get him to send fire on their sacrifice? 

• What does Elijah say/suggest in verse 27? 

• What are we told about Elijah’s preparations for the offering of his sacrifice?   

• Why do you think Elijah chose 12 stones? 

• Why do you think Elijah “upped the degree of difficulty” by having the people douse the 

sacrifice he was offering and the wood under it with 12 jars of water? 

• Compare and contrast Elijah’s prayer in verses 36 & 37 with the attempts by the 

prophets of Baal to get their God to send fire.  

• What does Elijah’s prayer reveal to be his primary concern? 

• What does God do according to verse 38? 

According to 1 Kings 18:39, what is the response of the people? 

Is this your response to YHWH God?  How does what you believe about God influence how you 

live each day?  What changes do you know you should make to be more faithful in living for 

Him? 


