
MATTHEW 2:1-11 – Discussion Guide 

The Star 

There have been many debates about and speculations regarding what “the star of 

Bethlehem” might have been.  What are some of the statements or explanations you have 

heard about the star that is mentioned as appearing around the time that Jesus Christ was 

born? 

In this study we will consider what God inspired Matthew to tell us about what we often 

refer to as “the star of Bethlehem”. 

Read through our text for today – Matthew 2:1-11. 

Focusing back on Matthew 2:1-2, what do these verses tell us that help us answer the 

following questions and what questions do these verses not “answer” for us? 

• When did the events described in these verses take place?   

o Do these verses tell us exactly when these events took place? 

• Who was “King” of Israel at this time in history? What do you know about this man? 

• Who came “from the east”? Comparing different translations and, perhaps, from 

your acquired knowledge or additional research, what do we know about these 

men? 

o Why did these men stop in Jerusalem? 

• What do these verses tell us about “the star”? Given just what we read in these first 

two verses, what possible explanations for the star might there be? 

Reviewing Matthew 2:3-8 – 

• What was King Herod’s reaction when he learned of the reason for the visit of these 

men? 

• What did Herod do to “help” these men? What does Herod’s action in these verses 

tell us about his personal knowledge of the Jewish Scriptures (what we call the Old 

Testament)? 

• What request (order?) did Herod give to these men before they left Jerusalem and 

what reason did he give for this request? 

Looking over Matthew 2:9-11 once again – 

• What does Matthew tell us about the star in these verses? What did it do? How did 

it behave? 

• Since these men already have been told by Herod where they could find the infant 

king for whom they were searching, why do you think God caused the star to 

reappear at this time and do what it did? 

• How does what Matthew tell us about the star in these verses affect the “validity” of 

some of the explanations or suggestions about the star of which you are aware? 

• Comparing these verses with Matthew 2:2, what had these men travelled so far to 

do and what did they do after finding Jesus?  May their focus and their response be 

ours as well! 


