
MATTHEW 1:18-25 – Discussion Guide 

JOSEPH’S DILEMMA 

The writers of the four “gospels” (Matthew, Mark, Luke, & John) focus on Jesus – but with different 

audiences in mind and, therefore, with an emphasis on different events and facts. 

When it comes to the events surrounding the birth of Jesus, Luke focuses on Mary and Matthew 

pays more attention to Joseph. Today we will consider what Matthew wrote about God’s 

announcement to Joseph concerning the conception and pending birth of Jesus.  

Read through Matthew 1:1-17. Take notice of the wording in these verses that give us the 

“genealogy” of Jesus.  What do you notice is different about what Matthew wrote concerning 

Joseph in Matthew 1:16 when compared to what has been written about those who preceded him 

in this genealogy? What does Matthew’s wording tell us about his understanding of the “paternity” 

of Jesus? 

As we read on in Matthew 1:18-25 we learn how Joseph “fits in” – how he became the legal, 

earthly father of Jesus! 

Read Matthew 1:18. From what you already know or can learn from a bit of research, how was 

“engagement” in the time of Mary and Joseph in their culture different from how we might view an 

engagement between couples today?  

• What does this verse tell us about “how far” Mary and Joseph “have gone” in their physical 

relationship? 

• Despite their chastity, what are we told is true about Mary? 

Read Matthew 1:19.  

• What “dilemma” did Joseph face and what was his decision?   

• From what you know about their cultural expectations, what would Joseph have been 

expected to do in this situation?   

• What would his options have been?  

• What are we told about Joseph’s character and what do you think about the decision that 

he came to? 

According to Matthew 1:20-21, how does God intervene? What information does God give to 

Joseph through the angel and what command does God give to Joseph? 

From what we read in Matthew 1:22-23: 

• What was significant about the way God was causing things to happen for Mary (& Jesus)?  

• While not a proper name, Matthew told Joseph that the child would be “called” (or known by 

people) as “Emmanuel”. What is the significance of this name? What do we read in John 

1:14 & Colossians 2:9 that helps us to better understand the significance of this name?   

Read Matthew 1:24-25.  What is Joseph’s response to the information and commands he received 

from God?  What does Joseph’s response reveal about him?  What might we learn from Joseph’s 

obedience? In what way did his actions reveal him to be a man of compassion? A man of 

character? A man of God?   

May we thank God for Joseph and his obedience.  And, may we seek to be like him when it comes 

to being people of compassion and obedience! 


