
DEUTERONOMY 8:1-18 – Discussion Guide 

“Do Not Forget the LORD!” 

After almost 40 years of leading God’s people through the not-so-inviting wilderness, Moses has 

them just outside of the “Promised Land” (again). This time they will be entering to take 

possession of the land. But they would be doing it without Moses – and Moses knew this. What 

we have in the verses we are going to focus upon today (and throughout much of this book of 

Deuteronomy) are God’s final instructions for His people that He will be giving through Moses. 

Read through this entire section – Deuteronomy 8:1-18. 

After looking again at Deuteronomy 8:1, put in your own words what God is communicating to 

His people in this verse. 

In Deuteronomy 8:2-5 God speaks about the past.   

• What are we often told to do when it comes to remembering not-so-good things that we 

have had to go through in the past? 

• Make a list of the things that God says about the past and the commands He gives in 

these verses.  

• How does what God tells His people in these verses compare with what our fellow 

humans might tell us. 

• What did God want to accomplish through the testing that His people went through? 

• What did God do in the midst of their testing? 

• How do we often define “discipline”?   

• Why does God discipline his children?  

• What is the goal or purpose of His discipline? 

In Deuteronomy 8:6-10, what does God tell His people is ahead for them and what does He 

say they will do (at least initially) in response to their change in circumstances? 

What does God warn about or against in Deuteronomy 8:11-17?  

• How does part of the prayer of Agur in Proverbs 30:7-9 reflect the reality of the dangers 

God warns about in Deuteronomy 8:11-17? 

What command does God repeat in Deuteronomy 8:18? 

While we are not “Israel” and while we have not spent a literal 40 years in the wilderness and 

find ourselves about to enter the “Promised Land”, there are principles and truths taught in 

these verses to which we can and should pay attention: 

• Like the Israelites, what does God want us to remember? 

• What does God want us to understand about the difficult times (testing) that we go 

through? 

• What does God want us to understand about the provisions that have gotten us this far? 

• What does God want us to remember in the times of abundance? 

• What will be our response to God today – and in the days ahead? 

Perhaps it would be good to close by reading and reflecting on Psalm 23:1-6 – comparing what 

is said about God in that Psalm with what we read here in Deuteronomy 8:1-18. 


