
 

LUKE 17:11-19 – Discussion Guide 
Don’t Be Like the Other Nine 

 

In his “Preaching the Word” commentary, James Montgomery Boice called “gratitude”  

“one of the scarcest virtues of the human race” and Abraham Lincoln is said to have called 

ingratitude “one of the greatest sins”. 

Despite all that we have been blessed with, we and others often fail to feel grateful or to express  

gratitude. Why do you think this is true? 

Today we look back on what Luke recorded for us in his gospel about what Jesus did for some 

men and the grateful response of one of them.  Read Luke 17:11-19. 

Luke 17:11 specifically mentions the region where the events that Luke is about to record took 

place. Where was this and why do you think it is significant?  What do you know about the 

relationship between Jews and Samaritans during this period of history?  We are often familiar 

with the “Parable of the Good Samaritan” but what do we read in Luke 9:51-53 which also helps 

us to better understand how these groups of people felt about one another? 

Note the details recorded in Luke 17:12-13. Describe the scene. Why are the lepers “standing at 

a distance”?  What does Leviticus 13:45-46 tell us that can help us understand what is 

happening here in Luke 17? How does knowing that the events of Luke 17 took place during 

Jesus’ final journey to Jerusalem, affect our understanding of what the ten lepers were expecting 

when they cried out for Jesus to have “mercy” on them? (For what has Jesus become “known”?) 

What does Luke 17:14 tell us Jesus said to the lepers?  Trying to put yourself in their place, what 

do you think you would have thought about such a command? What was the result when the ten 

men obeyed the command of Jesus? 

• For a somewhat similar healing hundreds of years earlier, read 2 Kings 5:1-14. 

According to Luke 17:15-16 what did just one of the men who had been healed do? What does 

Luke point out about this man?  Why do you believe Luke made special note of this? 

How does Jesus respond in Luke 17:17-18?   

Read Luke 17:19 carefully – comparing it with what we are told about the ten men in Luke 17:14-

15. (It might be helpful to compare these verses in different translations!) How does knowing that 

the word Jesus used in Luke 17:19 was different & more comprehensive than the word used to 

describe what had happened to the ten men in the previous verses affect your understanding? 

• (Note: The word Jesus used in Luke 17:19 means “whole” or “complete”. And, it can be 

translated “saved”!) 

As we conclude this study, consider what the following Bible verses tell us about what God has 

done for us and what our response to Him should be: 

• Psalm 92:1-2 – 

• Ephesians 2:1-7 – 

• Hebrews 13:15 – 

May we not be like “the other nine” in today’s main verses. But during the “Thanksgiving” season 

and continually may we express our gratitude to God in word and deed! 

 


