
MATTHEW 6:1-4 – Discussion Guide 
The Sermon on the Mount: What Jesus Said About Doing Good 

 

What does it mean to be a Christian?  Or, to put it another way, what are some characteristics of those 

who are followers of Jesus? 

Some people seem to think that being a Christian means knowing what the Bible teaches. Some others 

seem to think that being a Christian means trying to be good.  What did Matthew record Jesus saying in 

Matthew 28:18-20 about what it means to be His disciple? 

• What do we read in James 1:22 and in Ephesians 2:8-10 that reinforces what Jesus said in 

Matthew 28:18-20? 

In Matthew 6:1-18 Jesus speaks about having the right motives for doing good deeds. Today we focus 

on Matthew 6:1-4. Read these verses. 

Read Matthew 6:1 again. Some people are bothered by what they see as a contradiction between what 

Jesus says here and what he has just said in Matthew 5:16. But, look at the verses carefully. Compare 

them. Rather than being contradictory statements, what is Jesus emphasizing in these verses? 

• In both verses Jesus is commanding or assuming that His followers will do good deeds!  In 

Matthew 5:16, what does Jesus say our motive for them should be?  In Matthew 6:1 what does 

Jesus say our motive for doing good deeds should not be? 

Jesus is continuing to explain what it means to demonstrate a righteousness that goes beyond the 

“righteousness” of many of the religious leaders of that day (Matthew 5:20).  Read Matthew 23:1-7 to 

learn a bit about the “righteousness” of those people. 

In what way does Jesus want His followers to NOT be like the “hypocrites”? What are some ways that you 

can think of that the people of Jesus’ day might have “blown their own horn” when giving to the needy?  

How are Ananias and Sapphira (Acts 4:34-5:4) an example of having wrong motives when it comes to 

“giving”? What was their sin? 

What are some things that Universities, Institutions, Organizations, and even Churches sometimes do 

that has them appealing to man’s sinful nature in an effort to encourage us to be generous? 

Read Matthew 6:3-4.   

While Matthew 6:2 speaks to our human desire to be noticed and to receive recognition for our good 

deeds, what is Jesus warning about in Matthew 6:3-4?   

Is it possible for our left hand to not know what our right hand is doing? What is Jesus saying here? 

Jesus desires that we who are his disciples do good – and that we do it with the right motives. We are not 

to do good in order to draw attention to ourselves but to point people to God.  When the good we do is 

done for God and His glory, He has promised His rewards – which will always be more valuable and 

durable than any rewards this world might offer! 

• Notice what the following verses tell us about this: 

o Jeremiah 17:10 – 

o 2 Corinthians 5:9-10 – 

If your faith is in Jesus Christ, are you seeking to know what He desires from you?  Are you seeking to be 

obedient to Him – for the right reasons? Are we striving for the attention and recognition of others or are 

we doing what we can to point them to God?  May God be glorified in all that we do!  


