
 

MATTHEW 5:43-48 – Discussion Guide 
The Sermon on the Mount: Beating Expectations 

How might you respond to someone who claimed that “The Sermon on the Mount” was their 

“religion”? 

In the Sermon on the Mount, we find Jesus beginning by saying that those who are “poor in spirit” 

are “blessed” or “fortunate”. (Matthew 5:3).  

What does Jesus say about “righteousness” in the following verses? 

• Matthew 5:6 – 

• Matthew 5:20 – 

Beginning with what we find in Matthew 5:21, Jesus explains what it means to possess and 

demonstrate the kind of “righteousness” that He calls those who are His disciples to have. And, the 

verses we are focusing on today continue this teaching. Read Matthew 5:43-48. 

According to Matthew 5:43, what did Jesus say that the people had heard? 

According to Matthew 5:44-45, what is different in what Jesus says compared to what the people 

had been told? 

Note: God had taught that His people were to love others. There is no place in the Bible where we 

read that God wants us to have a personal hatred of others. Compare the following Bible verses: 

• Leviticus 19:18 – 

• Exodus 23:4-5 – 

What examples of praying for those who persecute us do we find in the following verses? 

• Luke 23:34 – 

• Acts 7:59-60 – 

According to Matthew 5:44-45, why are we told by Jesus that we should love and pray for our 

enemies and those who persecute us? What example of God’s kindness to all is given in these 

verses? 

Why do you think Jesus chose “tax-collectors” & “Gentiles” as his examples in Matthew 5:46-47? 

In Acts 10:34-35, what does Peter tell us he had learned about God and favoritism? 

According to what Jesus said in Matthew 5:48, what should be our goal and standard? 

• Compare this with what God commanded in Leviticus 19:1-2. 

What do we read in the following verses that help us to understand that Jesus is not demanding 

absolute moral perfection? 

• 1 John 1:10 – 2:1 – 

• Philippians 1:6 – 

According to Romans 5:8-9, what has God done for us? 

In light of what God has done for us, may we seek to obey Him out of love and gratitude! If we 

have received His righteousness, may we seek to be instruments of righteousness for Him – and 

so demonstrate that we are indeed children of The Father! 


