
MATTHEW 5:38-42 – Discussion Guide 
The Sermon on the Mount: Something Better than Retaliation 

What common desire or intent do the following phrases express: 

• “To give someone their ‘just desserts’” 

• “To even the score”, “teach someone a lesson”, give some “payback” 

Jesus addresses our natural desire to respond to people in these ways in what He taught and is 

recorded for us in Matthew 5:38-42. Read these verses. 

• What familiar sayings or concepts that even some non-Christians agree with do you find 

in these verses? 

What statement did Jesus make at the end of what can be considered His “introduction” to this 

“Sermon on the Mount” – in Matthew 5:20? 

What do we read about the “righteousness” of the teachers of the law and the Pharisees in 

Matthew 23:25-28? 

• With these verses in mind, what does it mean to have a righteousness that “goes 

beyond” their righteousness? 

• And, what has Jesus taught about such righteousness so far in Matthew 5:21-37? 

Reread Matthew 5:38 and compare it with some of the laws given by God through Moses that 

we find recorded in Exodus 21:22-25. As you do so, please note that God did not give these 

laws in order to promote retaliation. He gave these laws to regulate or restrict retaliation. The 

human tendency is to demand more punishment than what justly “fits the crime”. God says, only 

one eye for one eye – not two eyes for one eye! 

It seems that the religious leaders had taken what God intended as restrictive and taught it as if 

God demanded retaliation.  In Matthew 5:38-42 we see that Jesus counters their teaching by 

emphasizing that real righteousness endures mistreatment & being taken advantage of. 

Righteousness that goes beyond the “righteousness” of the religious leaders is merciful and 

generous. 

What examples or illustrations does Jesus give in the following verses to make His point? How 

have these illustrations been misunderstood? What main point is Jesus making in His use of 

each one? 

• Matthew 5:39 = 

• Matthew 5:40 =  

• Matthew 5:41 (see Matthew 27:32 for an example) = 

• Matthew 5:42 =  

Jesus lived what He taught. What do we read in 1 Peter 2:20-24 that confirms this? 

Is your faith in Jesus Christ – have you received His righteousness? If so, are you seeking to 

demonstrate a righteousness that is more than the superficial (“looking good”) righteousness of 

many of the religious leaders of Jesus’ day? May we confess to God when we come up short, 

receive His forgiveness, and seek His power to be and become more conformed to the image of 

Christ each day. 


