
MATTHEW 5:17-20 – Discussion Guide 
The Sermon on the Mount: How Good is “Good Enough”? 

Have you ever heard the question: “If you were to die today and stand before God, what would you tell Him 

if He asks why He should admit you to heaven?” 

• What are some of the answers that you know of or which you suspect people give to this question? 

• How would you answer the question? 

Some people believe or hope that God grades us on some sort of curve and they think or hope that God will 

let them into heaven because they are “good enough”. What is the problem with such thinking? (How much 

“good” is “good enough”? Is it possible to even be “good enough”?) 

In His introduction to what we call “The Sermon on the Mount” Jesus says that the kingdom of heaven 

belongs to those who are “poor in spirit” – to those who acknowledge their spiritual bankruptcy, those who 

know they have nothing good to offer God in exchange for His love. If this is true, then why even try to live in 

obedience to God? Why pay attention to what God has revealed in the Bible?  

In Matthew 5:17-20 we have a record of how Jesus would respond to such questions. Read these verses. 

In Matthew 5:17 what does Jesus say we should not even begin to “think” & what does He declare about 

Himself? 

What does Jesus declare in Matthew 5:18? 

What does He emphasize in Matthew 5:19? 

Focusing back on Matthew 5:17, in what sense did Jesus “fulfill” “the law and the prophets”? Some possible 

explanations include: 

• He fulfilled them by _____________  the fulfillment of the prophecies about the coming Messiah. 

o What do we read in the following verses that support this thought? 

▪ Matthew 1:22-23 – 

▪ Matthew 11:2-5 – 

▪ Luke 24:27 – 

• He fulfilled the “law” by ______________________ it perfectly. 

o How do the following verses support this truth? 

▪ John 8:46 – 

▪ Hebrews 4:15 – 

• He fulfilled the law and the prophets by ________________________ them more fully. 

• He fulfilled the law by meeting the _______________________ of the law. 

o What do the following verses contribute to this thought? 

▪ Isaiah 53:5-6 – 

▪ Galatians 3:13 – 

▪ 2 Corinthians 5:19-21 -- 

These previous verses address the issue of “the righteousness of God” and how we can have it. How does 

knowing what God tells us in those verses help you to understand Matthew 5:20? 

• What kind of “righteousness” did the experts in the law and the Pharisees possess? 

o (An example of their kind of righteousness is described in Luke 18:9-14.) 

• How is this different than “the righteousness of God” – a righteousness that “goes beyond” the 

righteousness of the experts in the law & the Pharisees? 

In closing, read Romans 3:20-24 and think about what these verses teach concerning “the righteousness of 

God”, how one comes to possess it -- who it is who has it. What “righteousness” do you possess – the kind 

which the Pharisees had or the kind offered by God? 

 

 


