
MATTHEW 5:9-12 – Discussion Guide 
The Sermon on the Mount: Our Response to Mistreatment & Persecution 

 

Have you ever been mistreated? Ever been called some nasty names, been the target of vandalism, 

physically attacked, ignored, or passed over?  If so, why?   

People can be very cruel to one another on so many levels and for so many reasons. Today we are going 

to look at a certain kind of mistreatment which is the result of a certain kind of living. 

Let us begin by reading Matthew 5:9-12. 

• Who does Jesus say is “blessed” in these verses? 

In light of Psalm 34:14, why should what Jesus said in Matthew 5:9 not have come as a surprise to His 

Jewish listeners 

• What does it mean to be a “peacemaker”? What does it not mean? 

• What kind of peace is spoken about in the following verses and how can we help others find this 

kind of peace? 

o Romans 5:1 – 

o Acts 10:36 – 

o 2 Corinthians 5:18-20 – 

What kind of peace is addressed in the following verses? 

• Romans 14:19 – 

• Hebrews 12:14 – 

Matthew 5:9 says peacemakers are blessed because they will be “called children (sons) of God”. Note: 

Jesus did not say we “become” children of God by being peacemakers. What is the difference? 

Having spoken about “peacemakers”, Jesus next talks about those who make it difficult for peace to exist 

– especially for those who are His disciples. Who does Jesus say is blessed in Matthew 5:10-12? 

• What kind of persecution is Jesus speaking about in these verses? What forms can it take and 

what is the reason for it? 

• From what we are told in 1 John 3:11-12, why did Cain kill his brother Abel? 

Why do you think righteous people are often persecuted, insulted, and slandered? How do the following 

Bible verses help answer that question? 

• John 3:20 – 

• John 15:18-21 -- 

From what you know or can learn, in what ways were the early Christians persecuted? 

What are some ways that Christians today experience persecution – in other countries as well as in our 

own? 

According to Matthew 5:12, what should be our response when we are persecuted for righteousness?  

• What reason does Jesus give in this verse for this response? 

As we conclude this study, read Peter’s encouragement from 1 Peter 4:12-16. Pray for God to work in 

and through you to accomplish His good purposes while looking to Him for the strength to serve Him well. 

 

 

 


