
2 TIMOTHY 4:1-4 – Discussion Guide 
The Bible: What Should We Do With It? 

 

A simple question: How many Bibles do you own? 

A more important question: What do you do with the Bible? 

Are you a “Bible user” as defined by the recent (7/18) Barna survey or are you really a “Bible 

user”? 

Writing during his latest and final imprisonment for sharing the gospel, the Apostle Paul wrote 

his final letter to a younger colleague in ministry, Timothy.  Today we are going to consider 

Paul’s challenge/charge to Timothy that we find in 2 Timothy 4:1-4.  Before doing so, what did 

Paul encourage Timothy to do in these verses earlier in the letter? 

• 2 Timothy 1:8 – 

• 2 Timothy 1:13 – 

• 2 Timothy 2:8-10 – 

In 2 Timothy 3:15-17, for what did Paul remind/tell Timothy God’s Word is useful? 

Read what Paul wrote next in 2 Timothy 4:1-4. 

What did Paul write about in 2 Timothy 4:1 & why do you think he mentions this as part of his 

charge?  (Notice what Paul will write about himself in 2 Timothy 4:6-8.) 

Having reminded Timothy to Whom he is accountable, what charge does Paul give Timothy in 2 

Timothy 4:2? (The main charge/command is found first in the verse.) 

• To what “message” is Paul referring?  

• What does 1 Corinthians 1:23 say about the message of the cross? 

According to 2 Timothy 4:2, when should the message be made known? What does this 

mean?  (Compare what Paul wrote in Ephesians 5:15-16.) 

What are the three things Paul mentions that the message will do?  

1) 

2) 

3) 

How does Paul say the message should be made known? (Compare this with what Paul wrote 

in 2 Timothy 2:24-26.) 

In 2 Timothy 4:3-4, what reason does Paul give for why it is imperative for Timothy to do what 

he is being charged with?  Does this situation exist in our society today?  How does it show 

itself? 

Having considered these verses, what do you believe God wants you to do with the message 

He has made known?  What expectations should we have as we seek to be faithful in doing 

this? How should we do it? 


