
2 TIMOTHY 3:16-17 – Discussion Guide 
The Bible: Why Did God Give It To Us? 

If you want to read a Bible, how difficult would it be for you to find one? How many Bibles do you have in 

your home or apartment?  What percentage of the people you know do you think own a Bible? In our society 

today, what are some of the responses or reactions you might get if you were to preface something you 

wanted to share with the words, “The Bible says….”?  

There have been many throughout history who have held the Bible in high esteem.  And, there have always 

been some whose reactions toward the Bible have been marked by hatred, contempt, or indifference.  What 

is YOUR view of the Bible?  How has your view of the Bible made a difference in what you have done with it? 

Read 2 Timothy 3:13-15 to get a bit of the “context” for the verses we are focusing on in this study.   

• Of what does Paul warn Timothy and what does he encourage Timothy to do? 

• In 2 Timothy 3:15, what does Paul say the “holy writings” are able to give or provide?   

Read 2 Timothy 3:16. What truth is stated about “every Scripture”?  

• First, what is meant by “every Scripture”?  What do the following Bible verses say that can help to 

answer this question: 

o 1 Timothy 5:18 – (Take note of where the two quotes in this verse come from – one from 

Luke 10:7.) 

o 1 Thessalonians 2:13 – 

o 2 Peter 3:15-16 – 

• Second, what does it mean when it says that every scripture is “inspired by God”? 

o Read 2 Peter 1:20-21 for one explanation. 

Because God has inspired the Scriptures, Paul writes that they are “useful” (valuable, beneficial) for 

teaching, reproof, correction, and training in righteousness. Explain what is meant by each of these four 

“uses” of Scripture and how the following Bible verses can shed light on what is meant: 

• Teaching: 

o Deuteronomy 6:6-7 – 

o Romans 15:4 – 

o 1 Timothy 4:13 – 

• Reproof: 

o Hebrews 4:12 – 

• Correction: 

o Romans 8:1 – 

o 1 John 1:9 – 

• Training in Righteousness: 

o Psalm 1:1-3 – 

o Psalm 119:9-11 – 

2 Timothy 3:17 goes on to tell us the outcome or goal of having the scriptures accomplish what is talked 

about in verse 16 in our lives.   

• What is that goal? 

• Who is being talked about?  Would you include yourself in this group of people? 

• What does it mean to be “capable”? 

• What does it mean to be “equipped”? 

• For what does God want to make us “capable” and “equipped”?  How do the following verses help 

explain this goal? 

o Titus 2:14 – 

o Ephesians 2:8-10 – 

Having learned or been reminded of some of the reasons why God has given us the scriptures, what 

difference are they making in your life today?  Are they fulfilling their purpose?  What will you choose to do 

differently beginning today to take greater advantage of what God has made available? May we thank God 

for His Word and for what He can accomplish in our lives through it! 


