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From the Pastor’s Pen 

 

On March 5, 2020, the Tennessee Department of Health announced the first 
case of COVID-19 in the state, making March the (unofficial) first anniversary 
of the pandemic. Few of us, if any, could have imagined then the kinds of 
sweeping changes the pandemic would bring to the daily lives of fellow Ten-
nesseans—or to our nation. For example: 

The pandemic has changed the way we do business. Many businesses are open 
to the public by appointment only, if at all. Purchases of goods and services are 
made online, and brick-and-mortar retail stores, dine-in restaurants, and mom
-and-pop local businesses are on their way to becoming an endangered spe-
cies. Many small business and restaurant owners can’t find enough people 
willing to work (because of the COVID-driven expansion of unemployment 
benefits), and many skilled workers are out of a job because of government 
mandated shut-downs of one sort or another. Servers have been replaced by 
DoorDashers, cashiers have been replaced by apps, and airline pilots have 
been replaced by IT guys setting up video conferences. I could go on and on, 
but I think you get the idea. Granted, many of these changes had begun long 
before the onset of the pandemic as part of a natural evolutionary progression 
in the world of business. However, COVID-19 forced changes over the course 
of a few months that might have taken a decade or two to implement under 
ordinary circumstances, leaving no time to acclimate, absorb, and adjust. 

The pandemic has changed the way we access healthcare—and spiritual care. 
Access to the family doctor is now as likely to be via Telehealth as the office 
door. Many general practitioners will not even treat their patients who are 
showing symptoms that might be indicative of COVID-19, referring them in-
stead to a special clinic or the county health department. For a time, at least, 
cancer patients were missing treatments and those needing non-emergency 
surgery were forced to postpone, even if it meant their condition worsened. 
Many who would have, under ordinary circumstances, sought emergency care 
for chest pain, headache, or respiratory distress declined for fear of catching 
COVID or facing isolation from family if admitted to the hospital. On the spir-
itual care side, the pandemic has certainly changed the way pastors are per-
mitted to minister to the spiritual needs of their respective congregations. It is 
virtually impossible for a pastor to call on a member of his       (continued on page 3) 
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Happy Birthday! 

 

MARCH 

 1  Harue Arakawa 

 3  Frances Rowland 

 8  Richard Wright 

 14  Q Grindstaff 

 23  Breanna Collins 

 26  David Hope 

 27  Jack Greene 

 27  Harrison Hill 

 31  Richard Pierce 

 

MARCH 

 8  Bob Calway 

 15  Sandy Underwood 

 23  Rubye Farahi 

 23  Day-Lyn Higgins 

 26  Jean Bardorf 

 26  Caleb Walton 

   

  

  

 



STUDENT MINISTRY 

I hope that each of you are doing well and that you are 
standing firm in the faith. Last month I wrote to you re-
garding the great amount of pressure students go 
through on a daily basis. Students face unsurmountable 
pressure to find love or that significant other. There is a 
general mindset that the worth of a person is reflected 
in who they love or date. The study that we have under-
taken is going well. In fact, I am excited to report that 
one of our students accepted Christ as their Savior the 
night after our third study. God is good! 
 
Redemption was the topic of discussion that evening. 
God can save anyone, no matter how sinful we have 
been. Sometimes, actually quite often, I think one of the 
lies the enemy spreads is trying to make people think 
that they are too far gone. If we say that someone is too 
far gone we are underestimating the power of God. If 
God can save Paul, an enemy of the faith, He can save 
you. 
 
We will be in this study for the entirety of this month. I 
appreciate your prayers. Know that God is using them to 
grow His Kingdom. Keep praying that the lost would be 
saved and that the students would learn that Jesus' ex-
ample is the one to follow.  
 
In Christ, 
Isaac Walton 
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(Pastor’s Pen, continued)  flock in the hospital or a long-term care facility unless the patient or family insists, and even then 
the request may be denied. 

The pandemic has changed the way we work and learn. “Work from home” and “learn from home” have entered the 
mainstream in states and localities across America. There are, no doubt, advantages to the “from home” approach 
to school and work. Many students and employees have been doing so with great success for years. But there are 
also numerous unintended, if not unforeseen, consequences—some of which are just beginning to come to light.  

The pandemic has changed the way we govern. Since the onset of the pandemic, government at every level has 
reached much deeper into the everyday lives of Americans. And Americans have come to rely more and more heavi-
ly upon the government—to find a cure, pay their bills, and keep them safe. Meanwhile, unelected officials have as-
sumed authority to tell Americans where they can go and when, how they must dress, and how and with whom they 
can gather. Whether this is by necessity or choice, you be the judge. I suspect it is a bit of both. In either case, the 
change is undeniable. 

The pandemic has changed the way we worship. Glenwood has been blessed (and determined!) to suspended in-
person worship services for the shortest possible time. That said, nearly every church in America has either suspend-
ed worship services altogether, has gone exclusively to on-line services, or is experiencing significantly lower than 
normal attendance. The pandemic provided the impetus for many churches, including GBC, to develop an on-line 
presence. This is good. But there are also dangers. In a time in which folks are talking about virtual this, and virtual 
that, we might forget that there is no such thing as virtual worship. Worship is always and only personal. It may take 
place privately, publicly, and corporately, but never virtually. 

The pandemic has changed the way we relate to others. Fear. Distance. Isolation. These words are descriptive of the 
times. In some ways, this may be the most subtle, yet far-reaching change of all. Because of the pandemic, people 
have come to view one another like the lepers spoken of in the Bible—unclean! A handshake is a social no-no, and 
hugs, even among family and friends are strictly taboo in most settings. We look at one another with suspicious eyes. 
Irritability increases. Harsh words are spoken with a self-justified alacrity that would have been socially unthinkable 
(at least in the south!) only a year ago.  

The pandemic has changed the way we think about life in general. The cost of the pandemic is incalculable. Dollars in 
the trillions. Loss of life in the hundreds of thousands. The life’s work and dreams of many have been dashed against 
the rocks senselessly by a man-contrived disease. Suicides, especially among children and teens, have increased dra-
matically. Drug and alcohol addiction has worsened. Instances of physical, sexual, and emotional abuse have multi-
plied. Perhaps worse of all is the potential for good that will never be realized because of the loss of life and the loss 
of hope that persists in the wake of the pandemic. 

When will things get back to normal? Truth is, they won’t.  

But I have come to understand this is the wrong question to ask. The question we, as individuals and as a church, 
must ask is this: Where do we go from here, and how do we get there? In other words, how do we leverage the 
changes that have taken place into opportunities for the spread of the gospel and the advancement of the Kingdom? 
How do we identify and meet needs that have been brought to light, and bring light to vanquish the increasing dark-
ness? One thing is certain. It will not be by carefully planned and organized “programs” having the appearance of 
godliness but denying the power thereof. It will not be by might nor by power. It will be by the Spirit of God as God’s 
people are guided and empowered by Him. Carpe Momentum, Carpe Diem—seize the moment, seize the day. 

 

Pastor Mark 

 

 

MUSIC NOTES 

 
Well here we are in March of 2021. March brings warm-
er weather nice days and oh yeah, time change which 
means longer light outside. Spring also means Easter is 
right around the corner. The Savior has risen. He is alive 
and lives in us. We need to worship him every day not 
only during the Easter month or the month before but 
every day. Times are so different but taking time to wor-
ship Him has never changed.  
 
We are excited that we will be able to have our Easter 
In The Park and able to be back outside in our beautiful 
Glenwood Park to celebrate our risen Savior. He is alive 
and here.  
 
Praise Ye the Lord  
Bryan  

What’s Happening 

In person every Sunday morning Bible Fellowship begins at 
9:45 a.m. every Sunday morning, followed immediately by an 
11:00 a.m. service for a message from God’s word through 
song and word. The 11:00 a.m. worship time can also be 
viewed on the Glenwood Baptist Facebook Page or at 
gbcor.org. 

Wednesday evening services have resumed. 

Please call the Church Office @ 865-483-7436 or email 
office@gbcor.org with any questions. 

Here Is How 

FaceBook Users 

  Like Glenwood’s Page  

  Like and Share the Easter In The 

    Park Event 

  Click Going to the Event 

Everyone 

  Place a yard sign in your yard 

  Invite family, a friend, a 

    co-worker, a stranger 


