
 

January 2021 

 

From the Pastor’s Pen . . .  

 

It’s strange, sometimes, the kinds of things that will stick with you. Many, 
many moons ago while in technical college, one of the requirements for the 
engineering degree I was pursuing was a course entitled “Principles of Supervi-
sion.” It had the reputation of being one of the more boring courses in the en-
gineering curriculum. It did not disappoint. In fact, I can’t say that I remember 
much of anything from the course—anything, that is, except one little maxim 
that stuck with me through the years: “Responsibility without authority is the 
formula for an ulcer.”  

Unlike some sayings of dubious worth, this one has proved to be true and in-
valuable again and again in my own life and in the lives of many I have coun-
seled in industry, in ministry, and in the stuff of day-to-day life. Taken a prov-
erb, it is instructive. Responsibility without authority produces stress that is 
unhealthy, counterproductive, and of a sort not approved by our Creator. Tak-
en as a principle, it is diagnostic. Responsibility without authority is certainly 
not the only potential source of stress in an individual’s life, but it is surely one 
of the biggest. When trying to identify the source of stress in our lives, we do 
well to look for responsibility (whether assumed or actual) without having the 
authority to fulfill it. Taken as a precept, it is cautionary. To the extent possi-
ble, in life and in the workplace, avoid accepting or assuming responsibilities 
without concomitant authority. 

2020 was tough. To say that the past year has been “stressful” would be the 
understatement of the decade! Pandemic. Riots. Political shenanigans. Natural 
disasters. Cancel culture. In America, many have awoken to the realization that 
the fragile threads that bind our republic together are far more frayed than we 
ever imagined. What do all of these stressors have in common? Each one 
speaks of an insufferable condition that we feel must be fixed (responsibility) 
but lack the power (authority) to address. Much of the personal stress we ex-
perienced in 2020 comes from our response to things we have no direct power 
to change. 

Hopefully, 2021 will bring fewer of the challenges each of us faced in the past 
year. But let’s face it. The underlying conditions behind many of the stressors 
of the past year will be essentially unchanged when the clock ticks past mid-
night on December 31. So, what can we actually do to make  (continued on page 3) 
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STUDENT MINISTRY 

We have finally made it to 2021. I am hearing from 
just about everyone that 2020 has been one of if not 
the toughest year of their lives. I am hoping and 
praying that 2021 will be better and I wish each of 
you a blessed and happy new year. 
 
Most of the time at the beginning of the year I cen-
ter around the idea of starting fresh, or something to 
that extent. This month will be different, but not be-
cause I see something wrong with the past practice. 
As is the case every month, I will be writing to you 
about what God has placed on my heart.  
 
Recently, I have been saddened to see the amount 
of people rationalizing sin. I understand unbelievers 
acting immoral. While there is no doubt that God has 
placed morality in the hearts of man, we can be cer-
tain that we live in a fallen world. Without Christ we 
are doomed to be consumed by our sinful nature. 
What troubles me is that many people, who claim to 
be followers of Jesus, live in opposition to what the 
Bible teaches. Feelings are being chosen over facts 
listed in God’s word. Instead of thinking my sinful 
heart is leading me astray many people are saying 
that the Bible is wrong or out of date. One of the pri-
mary places I have seen this is homosexuality. You 
can’t honestly read the Bible and say that God thinks 
living in that manner is okay. There are far too many 
verses throughout the Bible that speak against this 
sinful act. It’s not brave to fall into sin, but it is brave 
and courageous to stand against sin in a sinful world. 
I am full of my faults and areas in which I need to 
change. I do not want to come across as self-
righteous or anything like that. I am simply trying to 
stand for the truth revealed in God’s word. If God 
has used this to somehow convict your heart, as it 
has mine, I encourage you to seek God and ask Him 
to change your heart. Don’t make the mistake of 
many and look at God through the eyes of the world. 
Look at the world through what has been revealed in 
God’s word. 
 
In Christ, 
Isaac Walton 

 
 

January 2021 January 2021 

(Pastor’s Pen, continued)  

2021 a better, less stressful year? We can learn not to fret the things we cannot fix. Allow me to suggest a simple, 
biblical strategy for the coming year. 

 1. Address whatever you have authority to change. Whenever and wherever it is in our power do good 
  and effect positive change, Scripture is clear that we should. There is much, of course, that is beyond 
  our ability in the natural world. I cannot develop a vaccine, stop a riot, or sign legislation into law. 
  But I can change my attitude, guard my heart, and be a voice for Christ. The natural world is in many 
  ways just a shadow of the spiritual realm where the true battle rages. As believers, we are ambassa-
  dors plenipotentiary for Christ and have been given authority in His name. With great authority  
  comes great responsibility to intercede where the battle rages for the souls of men and the cause of 
  Christ. Pray as you are led, change what you can, and rest in the confidence that you have done  
  what you can by the grace of God. 

 2. Adapt and adjust where you must. God’s timing is always perfect, but rarely conforms to the sched
  ules we set. God’s ways are always good, but His ways are not our ways and are often hidden to our 
  eyes. When our ways run afoul of the providence of God, guess who needs to change! As Henry 
  Blackaby wrote in his study Experiencing God, we often must make major adjustments in our lives in 
  order to walk with Him. God engineers the circumstances of the faithful believer. Rather than be 
  found kicking against God, adapt and adjust. I recently learned of a conversation between two  
  coworkers discussing the pandemic and what the future would look like if things did not change. 
  One remarked, “Well, I guess we’ll just have to live with it.” “No,” the other one corrected, “We’ll 
  make the best of it.” When in the providence of God things don’t go according to our wishes or  
  plans, adapt and adjust to God’s ways. They are always best. 

 3. Acknowledge what you cannot change, and leave it with the One who can. Some things are above 
  our pay grade. A dear old professor of mine once remarked that he “resigned as general manager of 
  the universe a long time ago.” He learned the secret of leaving the world and all its complexities in 
  the hands of God—exactly where they belong. In His sermon on the mount, Jesus told His disciples 
  to “consider the lilies” that neither toil or spin, but Solomon in all his glory was not dressed as finely 
  as them” (Matt. 6:28–30). The things that God has not put in our charge are best left in His care. 

Perhaps by now you’ve realized that I’ve taken nearly a thousand words to say what was expressed in a few 
words in a simple prayer originally penned by theologian Reinhold Niebuhr. It is called the Serenity Prayer, and 
usually quoted as follows: 

 

God, grant me the serenity to accept the things I cannot change, 

Courage to change the things I can, 

And wisdom to know the difference. 

 

As we move boldly and confidently into the new year, may this be our prayer, and may our God be our peace. 

 

Pastor Mark 

 

 

MUSIC NOTES 

Happy New Year 2021 
 
I want to wish everyone a great and happy New 
Year. If you are like me 2020 is a year to remember. 
As we start this 2021 year, let's keep focused on 
sharing God's word to others and worshipping to-
gether. Let's not forget that worship is something we 
do on a daily basis and let's not lose sight of that. 
Praise His name in song in reading of God’s word 
and time praying. We say at Christmas season that 
Jesus is the reason for the season. Jesus is the rea-
son for all seasons and let us share that reason with 
others. I want to challenge you to worship and 
spend time with Him every day.  
 
Let's make this new year a year for the Lord and 
sharing His love. 
 
Praise ye the lord  
Bryan  

What’s Happening 

In person every Sunday morning Bible Fellowship begins at 

9:45 a.m. every Sunday morning, followed immediately by an 

11:00 a.m. service for a message from God’s word through 

song and word. The 11:00 a.m. worship time can also be 

viewed on the Glenwood Baptist Facebook Page or at 

gbcor.org. 

Wednesday evening services have resumed. 

Please call the Church Office @ 865-483-7436 or email 

office@gbcor.org with any questions. 

A Blessed Year  by Richard Wright 

God bless you on this New Year’s Day, and all throughout the 

year.  

And may it be your happiest, with every moment, dear. 

Each moment of the days and weeks, and every month in 

store 

with progress toward whatever goal your heart is striving for.  

Whatever days have disappeared, the past is over now. 

And all the future hinges on, how well you keep your vow.  

Your New Year’s resolution and your eagerness to win  

depend on how sincerely and how bravely you begin. 

And so as this new calendar is joyously begun, 

may God be with you every day until the year is done . 
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  ways just a shadow of the spiritual realm where the true battle rages. As believers, we are ambassa-
  dors plenipotentiary for Christ and have been given authority in His name. With great authority  
  comes great responsibility to intercede where the battle rages for the souls of men and the cause of 
  Christ. Pray as you are led, change what you can, and rest in the confidence that you have done  
  what you can by the grace of God. 

 2. Adapt and adjust where you must. God’s timing is always perfect, but rarely conforms to the sched
  ules we set. God’s ways are always good, but His ways are not our ways and are often hidden to our 
  eyes. When our ways run afoul of the providence of God, guess who needs to change! As Henry 
  Blackaby wrote in his study Experiencing God, we often must make major adjustments in our lives in 
  order to walk with Him. God engineers the circumstances of the faithful believer. Rather than be 
  found kicking against God, adapt and adjust. I recently learned of a conversation between two  
  coworkers discussing the pandemic and what the future would look like if things did not change. 
  One remarked, “Well, I guess we’ll just have to live with it.” “No,” the other one corrected, “We’ll 
  make the best of it.” When in the providence of God things don’t go according to our wishes or  
  plans, adapt and adjust to God’s ways. They are always best. 

 3. Acknowledge what you cannot change, and leave it with the One who can. Some things are above 
  our pay grade. A dear old professor of mine once remarked that he “resigned as general manager of 
  the universe a long time ago.” He learned the secret of leaving the world and all its complexities in 
  the hands of God—exactly where they belong. In His sermon on the mount, Jesus told His disciples 
  to “consider the lilies” that neither toil or spin, but Solomon in all his glory was not dressed as finely 
  as them” (Matt. 6:28–30). The things that God has not put in our charge are best left in His care. 

Perhaps by now you’ve realized that I’ve taken nearly a thousand words to say what was expressed in a few 
words in a simple prayer originally penned by theologian Reinhold Niebuhr. It is called the Serenity Prayer, and 
usually quoted as follows: 

 

God, grant me the serenity to accept the things I cannot change, 

Courage to change the things I can, 

And wisdom to know the difference. 

 

As we move boldly and confidently into the new year, may this be our prayer, and may our God be our peace. 

 

Pastor Mark 

 

 

MUSIC NOTES 

Happy New Year 2021 
 
I want to wish everyone a great and happy New 
Year. If you are like me 2020 is a year to remember. 
As we start this 2021 year, let's keep focused on 
sharing God's word to others and worshipping to-
gether. Let's not forget that worship is something we 
do on a daily basis and let's not lose sight of that. 
Praise His name in song in reading of God’s word 
and time praying. We say at Christmas season that 
Jesus is the reason for the season. Jesus is the rea-
son for all seasons and let us share that reason with 
others. I want to challenge you to worship and 
spend time with Him every day.  
 
Let's make this new year a year for the Lord and 
sharing His love. 
 
Praise ye the lord  
Bryan  

What’s Happening 

In person every Sunday morning Bible Fellowship begins at 

9:45 a.m. every Sunday morning, followed immediately by an 

11:00 a.m. service for a message from God’s word through 

song and word. The 11:00 a.m. worship time can also be 

viewed on the Glenwood Baptist Facebook Page or at 

gbcor.org. 

Wednesday evening services have resumed. 

Please call the Church Office @ 865-483-7436 or email 

office@gbcor.org with any questions. 

A Blessed Year  by Richard Wright 

God bless you on this New Year’s Day, and all throughout the 

year.  

And may it be your happiest, with every moment, dear. 

Each moment of the days and weeks, and every month in 

store 

with progress toward whatever goal your heart is striving for.  

Whatever days have disappeared, the past is over now. 

And all the future hinges on, how well you keep your vow.  

Your New Year’s resolution and your eagerness to win  

depend on how sincerely and how bravely you begin. 

And so as this new calendar is joyously begun, 

may God be with you every day until the year is done . 



 

January 2021 

 

From the Pastor’s Pen . . .  

 

It’s strange, sometimes, the kinds of things that will stick with you. Many, 
many moons ago while in technical college, one of the requirements for the 
engineering degree I was pursuing was a course entitled “Principles of Supervi-
sion.” It had the reputation of being one of the more boring courses in the en-
gineering curriculum. It did not disappoint. In fact, I can’t say that I remember 
much of anything from the course—anything, that is, except one little maxim 
that stuck with me through the years: “Responsibility without authority is the 
formula for an ulcer.”  

Unlike some sayings of dubious worth, this one has proved to be true and in-
valuable again and again in my own life and in the lives of many I have coun-
seled in industry, in ministry, and in the stuff of day-to-day life. Taken a prov-
erb, it is instructive. Responsibility without authority produces stress that is 
unhealthy, counterproductive, and of a sort not approved by our Creator. Tak-
en as a principle, it is diagnostic. Responsibility without authority is certainly 
not the only potential source of stress in an individual’s life, but it is surely one 
of the biggest. When trying to identify the source of stress in our lives, we do 
well to look for responsibility (whether assumed or actual) without having the 
authority to fulfill it. Taken as a precept, it is cautionary. To the extent possi-
ble, in life and in the workplace, avoid accepting or assuming responsibilities 
without concomitant authority. 

2020 was tough. To say that the past year has been “stressful” would be the 
understatement of the decade! Pandemic. Riots. Political shenanigans. Natural 
disasters. Cancel culture. In America, many have awoken to the realization that 
the fragile threads that bind our republic together are far more frayed than we 
ever imagined. What do all of these stressors have in common? Each one 
speaks of an insufferable condition that we feel must be fixed (responsibility) 
but lack the power (authority) to address. Much of the personal stress we ex-
perienced in 2020 comes from our response to things we have no direct power 
to change. 

Hopefully, 2021 will bring fewer of the challenges each of us faced in the past 
year. But let’s face it. The underlying conditions behind many of the stressors 
of the past year will be essentially unchanged when the clock ticks past mid-
night on December 31. So, what can we actually do to make  (continued on page 3) 
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STUDENT MINISTRY 

We have finally made it to 2021. I am hearing from 
just about everyone that 2020 has been one of if not 
the toughest year of their lives. I am hoping and 
praying that 2021 will be better and I wish each of 
you a blessed and happy new year. 
 
Most of the time at the beginning of the year I cen-
ter around the idea of starting fresh, or something to 
that extent. This month will be different, but not be-
cause I see something wrong with the past practice. 
As is the case every month, I will be writing to you 
about what God has placed on my heart.  
 
Recently, I have been saddened to see the amount 
of people rationalizing sin. I understand unbelievers 
acting immoral. While there is no doubt that God has 
placed morality in the hearts of man, we can be cer-
tain that we live in a fallen world. Without Christ we 
are doomed to be consumed by our sinful nature. 
What troubles me is that many people, who claim to 
be followers of Jesus, live in opposition to what the 
Bible teaches. Feelings are being chosen over facts 
listed in God’s word. Instead of thinking my sinful 
heart is leading me astray many people are saying 
that the Bible is wrong or out of date. One of the pri-
mary places I have seen this is homosexuality. You 
can’t honestly read the Bible and say that God thinks 
living in that manner is okay. There are far too many 
verses throughout the Bible that speak against this 
sinful act. It’s not brave to fall into sin, but it is brave 
and courageous to stand against sin in a sinful world. 
I am full of my faults and areas in which I need to 
change. I do not want to come across as self-
righteous or anything like that. I am simply trying to 
stand for the truth revealed in God’s word. If God 
has used this to somehow convict your heart, as it 
has mine, I encourage you to seek God and ask Him 
to change your heart. Don’t make the mistake of 
many and look at God through the eyes of the world. 
Look at the world through what has been revealed in 
God’s word. 
 
In Christ, 
Isaac Walton 

 
 

January 2021 January 2021 

(Pastor’s Pen, continued)  

2021 a better, less stressful year? We can learn not to fret the things we cannot fix. Allow me to suggest a simple, 
biblical strategy for the coming year. 

 1. Address whatever you have authority to change. Whenever and wherever it is in our power do good 
  and effect positive change, Scripture is clear that we should. There is much, of course, that is beyond 
  our ability in the natural world. I cannot develop a vaccine, stop a riot, or sign legislation into law. 
  But I can change my attitude, guard my heart, and be a voice for Christ. The natural world is in many 
  ways just a shadow of the spiritual realm where the true battle rages. As believers, we are ambassa-
  dors plenipotentiary for Christ and have been given authority in His name. With great authority  
  comes great responsibility to intercede where the battle rages for the souls of men and the cause of 
  Christ. Pray as you are led, change what you can, and rest in the confidence that you have done  
  what you can by the grace of God. 

 2. Adapt and adjust where you must. God’s timing is always perfect, but rarely conforms to the sched
  ules we set. God’s ways are always good, but His ways are not our ways and are often hidden to our 
  eyes. When our ways run afoul of the providence of God, guess who needs to change! As Henry 
  Blackaby wrote in his study Experiencing God, we often must make major adjustments in our lives in 
  order to walk with Him. God engineers the circumstances of the faithful believer. Rather than be 
  found kicking against God, adapt and adjust. I recently learned of a conversation between two  
  coworkers discussing the pandemic and what the future would look like if things did not change. 
  One remarked, “Well, I guess we’ll just have to live with it.” “No,” the other one corrected, “We’ll 
  make the best of it.” When in the providence of God things don’t go according to our wishes or  
  plans, adapt and adjust to God’s ways. They are always best. 

 3. Acknowledge what you cannot change, and leave it with the One who can. Some things are above 
  our pay grade. A dear old professor of mine once remarked that he “resigned as general manager of 
  the universe a long time ago.” He learned the secret of leaving the world and all its complexities in 
  the hands of God—exactly where they belong. In His sermon on the mount, Jesus told His disciples 
  to “consider the lilies” that neither toil or spin, but Solomon in all his glory was not dressed as finely 
  as them” (Matt. 6:28–30). The things that God has not put in our charge are best left in His care. 

Perhaps by now you’ve realized that I’ve taken nearly a thousand words to say what was expressed in a few 
words in a simple prayer originally penned by theologian Reinhold Niebuhr. It is called the Serenity Prayer, and 
usually quoted as follows: 

 

God, grant me the serenity to accept the things I cannot change, 

Courage to change the things I can, 

And wisdom to know the difference. 

 

As we move boldly and confidently into the new year, may this be our prayer, and may our God be our peace. 

 

Pastor Mark 

 

 

MUSIC NOTES 

Happy New Year 2021 
 
I want to wish everyone a great and happy New 
Year. If you are like me 2020 is a year to remember. 
As we start this 2021 year, let's keep focused on 
sharing God's word to others and worshipping to-
gether. Let's not forget that worship is something we 
do on a daily basis and let's not lose sight of that. 
Praise His name in song in reading of God’s word 
and time praying. We say at Christmas season that 
Jesus is the reason for the season. Jesus is the rea-
son for all seasons and let us share that reason with 
others. I want to challenge you to worship and 
spend time with Him every day.  
 
Let's make this new year a year for the Lord and 
sharing His love. 
 
Praise ye the lord  
Bryan  

What’s Happening 

In person every Sunday morning Bible Fellowship begins at 

9:45 a.m. every Sunday morning, followed immediately by an 

11:00 a.m. service for a message from God’s word through 

song and word. The 11:00 a.m. worship time can also be 

viewed on the Glenwood Baptist Facebook Page or at 

gbcor.org. 

Wednesday evening services have resumed. 

Please call the Church Office @ 865-483-7436 or email 

office@gbcor.org with any questions. 

A Blessed Year  by Richard Wright 

God bless you on this New Year’s Day, and all throughout the 

year.  

And may it be your happiest, with every moment, dear. 

Each moment of the days and weeks, and every month in 

store 

with progress toward whatever goal your heart is striving for.  

Whatever days have disappeared, the past is over now. 

And all the future hinges on, how well you keep your vow.  

Your New Year’s resolution and your eagerness to win  

depend on how sincerely and how bravely you begin. 

And so as this new calendar is joyously begun, 

may God be with you every day until the year is done . 



 

January 2021 

 

From the Pastor’s Pen . . .  

 

It’s strange, sometimes, the kinds of things that will stick with you. Many, 
many moons ago while in technical college, one of the requirements for the 
engineering degree I was pursuing was a course entitled “Principles of Supervi-
sion.” It had the reputation of being one of the more boring courses in the en-
gineering curriculum. It did not disappoint. In fact, I can’t say that I remember 
much of anything from the course—anything, that is, except one little maxim 
that stuck with me through the years: “Responsibility without authority is the 
formula for an ulcer.”  

Unlike some sayings of dubious worth, this one has proved to be true and in-
valuable again and again in my own life and in the lives of many I have coun-
seled in industry, in ministry, and in the stuff of day-to-day life. Taken a prov-
erb, it is instructive. Responsibility without authority produces stress that is 
unhealthy, counterproductive, and of a sort not approved by our Creator. Tak-
en as a principle, it is diagnostic. Responsibility without authority is certainly 
not the only potential source of stress in an individual’s life, but it is surely one 
of the biggest. When trying to identify the source of stress in our lives, we do 
well to look for responsibility (whether assumed or actual) without having the 
authority to fulfill it. Taken as a precept, it is cautionary. To the extent possi-
ble, in life and in the workplace, avoid accepting or assuming responsibilities 
without concomitant authority. 

2020 was tough. To say that the past year has been “stressful” would be the 
understatement of the decade! Pandemic. Riots. Political shenanigans. Natural 
disasters. Cancel culture. In America, many have awoken to the realization that 
the fragile threads that bind our republic together are far more frayed than we 
ever imagined. What do all of these stressors have in common? Each one 
speaks of an insufferable condition that we feel must be fixed (responsibility) 
but lack the power (authority) to address. Much of the personal stress we ex-
perienced in 2020 comes from our response to things we have no direct power 
to change. 

Hopefully, 2021 will bring fewer of the challenges each of us faced in the past 
year. But let’s face it. The underlying conditions behind many of the stressors 
of the past year will be essentially unchanged when the clock ticks past mid-
night on December 31. So, what can we actually do to make  (continued on page 3) 
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 2  Ethan Hewitt 

 6  Isaac Walton 
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 8  Gerald Pierce 

 9  Rose Farahi 
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STUDENT MINISTRY 

We have finally made it to 2021. I am hearing from 
just about everyone that 2020 has been one of if not 
the toughest year of their lives. I am hoping and 
praying that 2021 will be better and I wish each of 
you a blessed and happy new year. 
 
Most of the time at the beginning of the year I cen-
ter around the idea of starting fresh, or something to 
that extent. This month will be different, but not be-
cause I see something wrong with the past practice. 
As is the case every month, I will be writing to you 
about what God has placed on my heart.  
 
Recently, I have been saddened to see the amount 
of people rationalizing sin. I understand unbelievers 
acting immoral. While there is no doubt that God has 
placed morality in the hearts of man, we can be cer-
tain that we live in a fallen world. Without Christ we 
are doomed to be consumed by our sinful nature. 
What troubles me is that many people, who claim to 
be followers of Jesus, live in opposition to what the 
Bible teaches. Feelings are being chosen over facts 
listed in God’s word. Instead of thinking my sinful 
heart is leading me astray many people are saying 
that the Bible is wrong or out of date. One of the pri-
mary places I have seen this is homosexuality. You 
can’t honestly read the Bible and say that God thinks 
living in that manner is okay. There are far too many 
verses throughout the Bible that speak against this 
sinful act. It’s not brave to fall into sin, but it is brave 
and courageous to stand against sin in a sinful world. 
I am full of my faults and areas in which I need to 
change. I do not want to come across as self-
righteous or anything like that. I am simply trying to 
stand for the truth revealed in God’s word. If God 
has used this to somehow convict your heart, as it 
has mine, I encourage you to seek God and ask Him 
to change your heart. Don’t make the mistake of 
many and look at God through the eyes of the world. 
Look at the world through what has been revealed in 
God’s word. 
 
In Christ, 
Isaac Walton 

 
 

January 2021 January 2021 

(Pastor’s Pen, continued)  

2021 a better, less stressful year? We can learn not to fret the things we cannot fix. Allow me to suggest a simple, 
biblical strategy for the coming year. 

 1. Address whatever you have authority to change. Whenever and wherever it is in our power do good 
  and effect positive change, Scripture is clear that we should. There is much, of course, that is beyond 
  our ability in the natural world. I cannot develop a vaccine, stop a riot, or sign legislation into law. 
  But I can change my attitude, guard my heart, and be a voice for Christ. The natural world is in many 
  ways just a shadow of the spiritual realm where the true battle rages. As believers, we are ambassa-
  dors plenipotentiary for Christ and have been given authority in His name. With great authority  
  comes great responsibility to intercede where the battle rages for the souls of men and the cause of 
  Christ. Pray as you are led, change what you can, and rest in the confidence that you have done  
  what you can by the grace of God. 

 2. Adapt and adjust where you must. God’s timing is always perfect, but rarely conforms to the sched
  ules we set. God’s ways are always good, but His ways are not our ways and are often hidden to our 
  eyes. When our ways run afoul of the providence of God, guess who needs to change! As Henry 
  Blackaby wrote in his study Experiencing God, we often must make major adjustments in our lives in 
  order to walk with Him. God engineers the circumstances of the faithful believer. Rather than be 
  found kicking against God, adapt and adjust. I recently learned of a conversation between two  
  coworkers discussing the pandemic and what the future would look like if things did not change. 
  One remarked, “Well, I guess we’ll just have to live with it.” “No,” the other one corrected, “We’ll 
  make the best of it.” When in the providence of God things don’t go according to our wishes or  
  plans, adapt and adjust to God’s ways. They are always best. 

 3. Acknowledge what you cannot change, and leave it with the One who can. Some things are above 
  our pay grade. A dear old professor of mine once remarked that he “resigned as general manager of 
  the universe a long time ago.” He learned the secret of leaving the world and all its complexities in 
  the hands of God—exactly where they belong. In His sermon on the mount, Jesus told His disciples 
  to “consider the lilies” that neither toil or spin, but Solomon in all his glory was not dressed as finely 
  as them” (Matt. 6:28–30). The things that God has not put in our charge are best left in His care. 

Perhaps by now you’ve realized that I’ve taken nearly a thousand words to say what was expressed in a few 
words in a simple prayer originally penned by theologian Reinhold Niebuhr. It is called the Serenity Prayer, and 
usually quoted as follows: 

 

God, grant me the serenity to accept the things I cannot change, 

Courage to change the things I can, 

And wisdom to know the difference. 

 

As we move boldly and confidently into the new year, may this be our prayer, and may our God be our peace. 

 

Pastor Mark 

 

 

MUSIC NOTES 

Happy New Year 2021 
 
I want to wish everyone a great and happy New 
Year. If you are like me 2020 is a year to remember. 
As we start this 2021 year, let's keep focused on 
sharing God's word to others and worshipping to-
gether. Let's not forget that worship is something we 
do on a daily basis and let's not lose sight of that. 
Praise His name in song in reading of God’s word 
and time praying. We say at Christmas season that 
Jesus is the reason for the season. Jesus is the rea-
son for all seasons and let us share that reason with 
others. I want to challenge you to worship and 
spend time with Him every day.  
 
Let's make this new year a year for the Lord and 
sharing His love. 
 
Praise ye the lord  
Bryan  

What’s Happening 

In person every Sunday morning Bible Fellowship begins at 

9:45 a.m. every Sunday morning, followed immediately by an 

11:00 a.m. service for a message from God’s word through 

song and word. The 11:00 a.m. worship time can also be 

viewed on the Glenwood Baptist Facebook Page or at 

gbcor.org. 

Wednesday evening services have resumed. 

Please call the Church Office @ 865-483-7436 or email 

office@gbcor.org with any questions. 

A Blessed Year  by Richard Wright 

God bless you on this New Year’s Day, and all throughout the 

year.  

And may it be your happiest, with every moment, dear. 

Each moment of the days and weeks, and every month in 

store 

with progress toward whatever goal your heart is striving for.  

Whatever days have disappeared, the past is over now. 

And all the future hinges on, how well you keep your vow.  

Your New Year’s resolution and your eagerness to win  

depend on how sincerely and how bravely you begin. 

And so as this new calendar is joyously begun, 

may God be with you every day until the year is done . 



 

January 2021 

 

From the Pastor’s Pen . . .  

 

It’s strange, sometimes, the kinds of things that will stick with you. Many, 
many moons ago while in technical college, one of the requirements for the 
engineering degree I was pursuing was a course entitled “Principles of Supervi-
sion.” It had the reputation of being one of the more boring courses in the en-
gineering curriculum. It did not disappoint. In fact, I can’t say that I remember 
much of anything from the course—anything, that is, except one little maxim 
that stuck with me through the years: “Responsibility without authority is the 
formula for an ulcer.”  

Unlike some sayings of dubious worth, this one has proved to be true and in-
valuable again and again in my own life and in the lives of many I have coun-
seled in industry, in ministry, and in the stuff of day-to-day life. Taken a prov-
erb, it is instructive. Responsibility without authority produces stress that is 
unhealthy, counterproductive, and of a sort not approved by our Creator. Tak-
en as a principle, it is diagnostic. Responsibility without authority is certainly 
not the only potential source of stress in an individual’s life, but it is surely one 
of the biggest. When trying to identify the source of stress in our lives, we do 
well to look for responsibility (whether assumed or actual) without having the 
authority to fulfill it. Taken as a precept, it is cautionary. To the extent possi-
ble, in life and in the workplace, avoid accepting or assuming responsibilities 
without concomitant authority. 

2020 was tough. To say that the past year has been “stressful” would be the 
understatement of the decade! Pandemic. Riots. Political shenanigans. Natural 
disasters. Cancel culture. In America, many have awoken to the realization that 
the fragile threads that bind our republic together are far more frayed than we 
ever imagined. What do all of these stressors have in common? Each one 
speaks of an insufferable condition that we feel must be fixed (responsibility) 
but lack the power (authority) to address. Much of the personal stress we ex-
perienced in 2020 comes from our response to things we have no direct power 
to change. 

Hopefully, 2021 will bring fewer of the challenges each of us faced in the past 
year. But let’s face it. The underlying conditions behind many of the stressors 
of the past year will be essentially unchanged when the clock ticks past mid-
night on December 31. So, what can we actually do to make  (continued on page 3) 
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STUDENT MINISTRY 

We have finally made it to 2021. I am hearing from 
just about everyone that 2020 has been one of if not 
the toughest year of their lives. I am hoping and 
praying that 2021 will be better and I wish each of 
you a blessed and happy new year. 
 
Most of the time at the beginning of the year I cen-
ter around the idea of starting fresh, or something to 
that extent. This month will be different, but not be-
cause I see something wrong with the past practice. 
As is the case every month, I will be writing to you 
about what God has placed on my heart.  
 
Recently, I have been saddened to see the amount 
of people rationalizing sin. I understand unbelievers 
acting immoral. While there is no doubt that God has 
placed morality in the hearts of man, we can be cer-
tain that we live in a fallen world. Without Christ we 
are doomed to be consumed by our sinful nature. 
What troubles me is that many people, who claim to 
be followers of Jesus, live in opposition to what the 
Bible teaches. Feelings are being chosen over facts 
listed in God’s word. Instead of thinking my sinful 
heart is leading me astray many people are saying 
that the Bible is wrong or out of date. One of the pri-
mary places I have seen this is homosexuality. You 
can’t honestly read the Bible and say that God thinks 
living in that manner is okay. There are far too many 
verses throughout the Bible that speak against this 
sinful act. It’s not brave to fall into sin, but it is brave 
and courageous to stand against sin in a sinful world. 
I am full of my faults and areas in which I need to 
change. I do not want to come across as self-
righteous or anything like that. I am simply trying to 
stand for the truth revealed in God’s word. If God 
has used this to somehow convict your heart, as it 
has mine, I encourage you to seek God and ask Him 
to change your heart. Don’t make the mistake of 
many and look at God through the eyes of the world. 
Look at the world through what has been revealed in 
God’s word. 
 
In Christ, 
Isaac Walton 

 
 

January 2021 January 2021 

(Pastor’s Pen, continued)  

2021 a better, less stressful year? We can learn not to fret the things we cannot fix. Allow me to suggest a simple, 
biblical strategy for the coming year. 

 1. Address whatever you have authority to change. Whenever and wherever it is in our power do good 
  and effect positive change, Scripture is clear that we should. There is much, of course, that is beyond 
  our ability in the natural world. I cannot develop a vaccine, stop a riot, or sign legislation into law. 
  But I can change my attitude, guard my heart, and be a voice for Christ. The natural world is in many 
  ways just a shadow of the spiritual realm where the true battle rages. As believers, we are ambassa-
  dors plenipotentiary for Christ and have been given authority in His name. With great authority  
  comes great responsibility to intercede where the battle rages for the souls of men and the cause of 
  Christ. Pray as you are led, change what you can, and rest in the confidence that you have done  
  what you can by the grace of God. 

 2. Adapt and adjust where you must. God’s timing is always perfect, but rarely conforms to the sched
  ules we set. God’s ways are always good, but His ways are not our ways and are often hidden to our 
  eyes. When our ways run afoul of the providence of God, guess who needs to change! As Henry 
  Blackaby wrote in his study Experiencing God, we often must make major adjustments in our lives in 
  order to walk with Him. God engineers the circumstances of the faithful believer. Rather than be 
  found kicking against God, adapt and adjust. I recently learned of a conversation between two  
  coworkers discussing the pandemic and what the future would look like if things did not change. 
  One remarked, “Well, I guess we’ll just have to live with it.” “No,” the other one corrected, “We’ll 
  make the best of it.” When in the providence of God things don’t go according to our wishes or  
  plans, adapt and adjust to God’s ways. They are always best. 

 3. Acknowledge what you cannot change, and leave it with the One who can. Some things are above 
  our pay grade. A dear old professor of mine once remarked that he “resigned as general manager of 
  the universe a long time ago.” He learned the secret of leaving the world and all its complexities in 
  the hands of God—exactly where they belong. In His sermon on the mount, Jesus told His disciples 
  to “consider the lilies” that neither toil or spin, but Solomon in all his glory was not dressed as finely 
  as them” (Matt. 6:28–30). The things that God has not put in our charge are best left in His care. 

Perhaps by now you’ve realized that I’ve taken nearly a thousand words to say what was expressed in a few 
words in a simple prayer originally penned by theologian Reinhold Niebuhr. It is called the Serenity Prayer, and 
usually quoted as follows: 

 

God, grant me the serenity to accept the things I cannot change, 

Courage to change the things I can, 

And wisdom to know the difference. 

 

As we move boldly and confidently into the new year, may this be our prayer, and may our God be our peace. 

 

Pastor Mark 

 

 

MUSIC NOTES 

Happy New Year 2021 
 
I want to wish everyone a great and happy New 
Year. If you are like me 2020 is a year to remember. 
As we start this 2021 year, let's keep focused on 
sharing God's word to others and worshipping to-
gether. Let's not forget that worship is something we 
do on a daily basis and let's not lose sight of that. 
Praise His name in song in reading of God’s word 
and time praying. We say at Christmas season that 
Jesus is the reason for the season. Jesus is the rea-
son for all seasons and let us share that reason with 
others. I want to challenge you to worship and 
spend time with Him every day.  
 
Let's make this new year a year for the Lord and 
sharing His love. 
 
Praise ye the lord  
Bryan  

What’s Happening 

In person every Sunday morning Bible Fellowship begins at 

9:45 a.m. every Sunday morning, followed immediately by an 

11:00 a.m. service for a message from God’s word through 

song and word. The 11:00 a.m. worship time can also be 

viewed on the Glenwood Baptist Facebook Page or at 

gbcor.org. 

Wednesday evening services have resumed. 

Please call the Church Office @ 865-483-7436 or email 

office@gbcor.org with any questions. 

A Blessed Year  by Richard Wright 

God bless you on this New Year’s Day, and all throughout the 

year.  

And may it be your happiest, with every moment, dear. 

Each moment of the days and weeks, and every month in 

store 

with progress toward whatever goal your heart is striving for.  

Whatever days have disappeared, the past is over now. 

And all the future hinges on, how well you keep your vow.  

Your New Year’s resolution and your eagerness to win  

depend on how sincerely and how bravely you begin. 

And so as this new calendar is joyously begun, 

may God be with you every day until the year is done . 



 

January 2021 

 

From the Pastor’s Pen . . .  

 

It’s strange, sometimes, the kinds of things that will stick with you. Many, 
many moons ago while in technical college, one of the requirements for the 
engineering degree I was pursuing was a course entitled “Principles of Supervi-
sion.” It had the reputation of being one of the more boring courses in the en-
gineering curriculum. It did not disappoint. In fact, I can’t say that I remember 
much of anything from the course—anything, that is, except one little maxim 
that stuck with me through the years: “Responsibility without authority is the 
formula for an ulcer.”  

Unlike some sayings of dubious worth, this one has proved to be true and in-
valuable again and again in my own life and in the lives of many I have coun-
seled in industry, in ministry, and in the stuff of day-to-day life. Taken a prov-
erb, it is instructive. Responsibility without authority produces stress that is 
unhealthy, counterproductive, and of a sort not approved by our Creator. Tak-
en as a principle, it is diagnostic. Responsibility without authority is certainly 
not the only potential source of stress in an individual’s life, but it is surely one 
of the biggest. When trying to identify the source of stress in our lives, we do 
well to look for responsibility (whether assumed or actual) without having the 
authority to fulfill it. Taken as a precept, it is cautionary. To the extent possi-
ble, in life and in the workplace, avoid accepting or assuming responsibilities 
without concomitant authority. 

2020 was tough. To say that the past year has been “stressful” would be the 
understatement of the decade! Pandemic. Riots. Political shenanigans. Natural 
disasters. Cancel culture. In America, many have awoken to the realization that 
the fragile threads that bind our republic together are far more frayed than we 
ever imagined. What do all of these stressors have in common? Each one 
speaks of an insufferable condition that we feel must be fixed (responsibility) 
but lack the power (authority) to address. Much of the personal stress we ex-
perienced in 2020 comes from our response to things we have no direct power 
to change. 

Hopefully, 2021 will bring fewer of the challenges each of us faced in the past 
year. But let’s face it. The underlying conditions behind many of the stressors 
of the past year will be essentially unchanged when the clock ticks past mid-
night on December 31. So, what can we actually do to make  (continued on page 3) 
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STUDENT MINISTRY 

We have finally made it to 2021. I am hearing from 
just about everyone that 2020 has been one of if not 
the toughest year of their lives. I am hoping and 
praying that 2021 will be better and I wish each of 
you a blessed and happy new year. 
 
Most of the time at the beginning of the year I cen-
ter around the idea of starting fresh, or something to 
that extent. This month will be different, but not be-
cause I see something wrong with the past practice. 
As is the case every month, I will be writing to you 
about what God has placed on my heart.  
 
Recently, I have been saddened to see the amount 
of people rationalizing sin. I understand unbelievers 
acting immoral. While there is no doubt that God has 
placed morality in the hearts of man, we can be cer-
tain that we live in a fallen world. Without Christ we 
are doomed to be consumed by our sinful nature. 
What troubles me is that many people, who claim to 
be followers of Jesus, live in opposition to what the 
Bible teaches. Feelings are being chosen over facts 
listed in God’s word. Instead of thinking my sinful 
heart is leading me astray many people are saying 
that the Bible is wrong or out of date. One of the pri-
mary places I have seen this is homosexuality. You 
can’t honestly read the Bible and say that God thinks 
living in that manner is okay. There are far too many 
verses throughout the Bible that speak against this 
sinful act. It’s not brave to fall into sin, but it is brave 
and courageous to stand against sin in a sinful world. 
I am full of my faults and areas in which I need to 
change. I do not want to come across as self-
righteous or anything like that. I am simply trying to 
stand for the truth revealed in God’s word. If God 
has used this to somehow convict your heart, as it 
has mine, I encourage you to seek God and ask Him 
to change your heart. Don’t make the mistake of 
many and look at God through the eyes of the world. 
Look at the world through what has been revealed in 
God’s word. 
 
In Christ, 
Isaac Walton 

 
 

January 2021 January 2021 

(Pastor’s Pen, continued)  

2021 a better, less stressful year? We can learn not to fret the things we cannot fix. Allow me to suggest a simple, 
biblical strategy for the coming year. 

 1. Address whatever you have authority to change. Whenever and wherever it is in our power do good 
  and effect positive change, Scripture is clear that we should. There is much, of course, that is beyond 
  our ability in the natural world. I cannot develop a vaccine, stop a riot, or sign legislation into law. 
  But I can change my attitude, guard my heart, and be a voice for Christ. The natural world is in many 
  ways just a shadow of the spiritual realm where the true battle rages. As believers, we are ambassa-
  dors plenipotentiary for Christ and have been given authority in His name. With great authority  
  comes great responsibility to intercede where the battle rages for the souls of men and the cause of 
  Christ. Pray as you are led, change what you can, and rest in the confidence that you have done  
  what you can by the grace of God. 

 2. Adapt and adjust where you must. God’s timing is always perfect, but rarely conforms to the sched
  ules we set. God’s ways are always good, but His ways are not our ways and are often hidden to our 
  eyes. When our ways run afoul of the providence of God, guess who needs to change! As Henry 
  Blackaby wrote in his study Experiencing God, we often must make major adjustments in our lives in 
  order to walk with Him. God engineers the circumstances of the faithful believer. Rather than be 
  found kicking against God, adapt and adjust. I recently learned of a conversation between two  
  coworkers discussing the pandemic and what the future would look like if things did not change. 
  One remarked, “Well, I guess we’ll just have to live with it.” “No,” the other one corrected, “We’ll 
  make the best of it.” When in the providence of God things don’t go according to our wishes or  
  plans, adapt and adjust to God’s ways. They are always best. 

 3. Acknowledge what you cannot change, and leave it with the One who can. Some things are above 
  our pay grade. A dear old professor of mine once remarked that he “resigned as general manager of 
  the universe a long time ago.” He learned the secret of leaving the world and all its complexities in 
  the hands of God—exactly where they belong. In His sermon on the mount, Jesus told His disciples 
  to “consider the lilies” that neither toil or spin, but Solomon in all his glory was not dressed as finely 
  as them” (Matt. 6:28–30). The things that God has not put in our charge are best left in His care. 

Perhaps by now you’ve realized that I’ve taken nearly a thousand words to say what was expressed in a few 
words in a simple prayer originally penned by theologian Reinhold Niebuhr. It is called the Serenity Prayer, and 
usually quoted as follows: 

 

God, grant me the serenity to accept the things I cannot change, 

Courage to change the things I can, 

And wisdom to know the difference. 

 

As we move boldly and confidently into the new year, may this be our prayer, and may our God be our peace. 

 

Pastor Mark 

 

 

MUSIC NOTES 

Happy New Year 2021 
 
I want to wish everyone a great and happy New 
Year. If you are like me 2020 is a year to remember. 
As we start this 2021 year, let's keep focused on 
sharing God's word to others and worshipping to-
gether. Let's not forget that worship is something we 
do on a daily basis and let's not lose sight of that. 
Praise His name in song in reading of God’s word 
and time praying. We say at Christmas season that 
Jesus is the reason for the season. Jesus is the rea-
son for all seasons and let us share that reason with 
others. I want to challenge you to worship and 
spend time with Him every day.  
 
Let's make this new year a year for the Lord and 
sharing His love. 
 
Praise ye the lord  
Bryan  

What’s Happening 

In person every Sunday morning Bible Fellowship begins at 

9:45 a.m. every Sunday morning, followed immediately by an 

11:00 a.m. service for a message from God’s word through 

song and word. The 11:00 a.m. worship time can also be 

viewed on the Glenwood Baptist Facebook Page or at 

gbcor.org. 

Wednesday evening services have resumed. 

Please call the Church Office @ 865-483-7436 or email 

office@gbcor.org with any questions. 

A Blessed Year  by Richard Wright 

God bless you on this New Year’s Day, and all throughout the 

year.  

And may it be your happiest, with every moment, dear. 

Each moment of the days and weeks, and every month in 

store 

with progress toward whatever goal your heart is striving for.  

Whatever days have disappeared, the past is over now. 

And all the future hinges on, how well you keep your vow.  

Your New Year’s resolution and your eagerness to win  

depend on how sincerely and how bravely you begin. 

And so as this new calendar is joyously begun, 

may God be with you every day until the year is done . 
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From the Pastor’s Pen . . .  

 

It’s strange, sometimes, the kinds of things that will stick with you. Many, 
many moons ago while in technical college, one of the requirements for the 
engineering degree I was pursuing was a course entitled “Principles of Supervi-
sion.” It had the reputation of being one of the more boring courses in the en-
gineering curriculum. It did not disappoint. In fact, I can’t say that I remember 
much of anything from the course—anything, that is, except one little maxim 
that stuck with me through the years: “Responsibility without authority is the 
formula for an ulcer.”  

Unlike some sayings of dubious worth, this one has proved to be true and in-
valuable again and again in my own life and in the lives of many I have coun-
seled in industry, in ministry, and in the stuff of day-to-day life. Taken a prov-
erb, it is instructive. Responsibility without authority produces stress that is 
unhealthy, counterproductive, and of a sort not approved by our Creator. Tak-
en as a principle, it is diagnostic. Responsibility without authority is certainly 
not the only potential source of stress in an individual’s life, but it is surely one 
of the biggest. When trying to identify the source of stress in our lives, we do 
well to look for responsibility (whether assumed or actual) without having the 
authority to fulfill it. Taken as a precept, it is cautionary. To the extent possi-
ble, in life and in the workplace, avoid accepting or assuming responsibilities 
without concomitant authority. 

2020 was tough. To say that the past year has been “stressful” would be the 
understatement of the decade! Pandemic. Riots. Political shenanigans. Natural 
disasters. Cancel culture. In America, many have awoken to the realization that 
the fragile threads that bind our republic together are far more frayed than we 
ever imagined. What do all of these stressors have in common? Each one 
speaks of an insufferable condition that we feel must be fixed (responsibility) 
but lack the power (authority) to address. Much of the personal stress we ex-
perienced in 2020 comes from our response to things we have no direct power 
to change. 

Hopefully, 2021 will bring fewer of the challenges each of us faced in the past 
year. But let’s face it. The underlying conditions behind many of the stressors 
of the past year will be essentially unchanged when the clock ticks past mid-
night on December 31. So, what can we actually do to make  (continued on page 3) 
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STUDENT MINISTRY 

We have finally made it to 2021. I am hearing from 
just about everyone that 2020 has been one of if not 
the toughest year of their lives. I am hoping and 
praying that 2021 will be better and I wish each of 
you a blessed and happy new year. 
 
Most of the time at the beginning of the year I cen-
ter around the idea of starting fresh, or something to 
that extent. This month will be different, but not be-
cause I see something wrong with the past practice. 
As is the case every month, I will be writing to you 
about what God has placed on my heart.  
 
Recently, I have been saddened to see the amount 
of people rationalizing sin. I understand unbelievers 
acting immoral. While there is no doubt that God has 
placed morality in the hearts of man, we can be cer-
tain that we live in a fallen world. Without Christ we 
are doomed to be consumed by our sinful nature. 
What troubles me is that many people, who claim to 
be followers of Jesus, live in opposition to what the 
Bible teaches. Feelings are being chosen over facts 
listed in God’s word. Instead of thinking my sinful 
heart is leading me astray many people are saying 
that the Bible is wrong or out of date. One of the pri-
mary places I have seen this is homosexuality. You 
can’t honestly read the Bible and say that God thinks 
living in that manner is okay. There are far too many 
verses throughout the Bible that speak against this 
sinful act. It’s not brave to fall into sin, but it is brave 
and courageous to stand against sin in a sinful world. 
I am full of my faults and areas in which I need to 
change. I do not want to come across as self-
righteous or anything like that. I am simply trying to 
stand for the truth revealed in God’s word. If God 
has used this to somehow convict your heart, as it 
has mine, I encourage you to seek God and ask Him 
to change your heart. Don’t make the mistake of 
many and look at God through the eyes of the world. 
Look at the world through what has been revealed in 
God’s word. 
 
In Christ, 
Isaac Walton 
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(Pastor’s Pen, continued)  

2021 a better, less stressful year? We can learn not to fret the things we cannot fix. Allow me to suggest a simple, 
biblical strategy for the coming year. 

 1. Address whatever you have authority to change. Whenever and wherever it is in our power do good 
  and effect positive change, Scripture is clear that we should. There is much, of course, that is beyond 
  our ability in the natural world. I cannot develop a vaccine, stop a riot, or sign legislation into law. 
  But I can change my attitude, guard my heart, and be a voice for Christ. The natural world is in many 
  ways just a shadow of the spiritual realm where the true battle rages. As believers, we are ambassa-
  dors plenipotentiary for Christ and have been given authority in His name. With great authority  
  comes great responsibility to intercede where the battle rages for the souls of men and the cause of 
  Christ. Pray as you are led, change what you can, and rest in the confidence that you have done  
  what you can by the grace of God. 

 2. Adapt and adjust where you must. God’s timing is always perfect, but rarely conforms to the sched
  ules we set. God’s ways are always good, but His ways are not our ways and are often hidden to our 
  eyes. When our ways run afoul of the providence of God, guess who needs to change! As Henry 
  Blackaby wrote in his study Experiencing God, we often must make major adjustments in our lives in 
  order to walk with Him. God engineers the circumstances of the faithful believer. Rather than be 
  found kicking against God, adapt and adjust. I recently learned of a conversation between two  
  coworkers discussing the pandemic and what the future would look like if things did not change. 
  One remarked, “Well, I guess we’ll just have to live with it.” “No,” the other one corrected, “We’ll 
  make the best of it.” When in the providence of God things don’t go according to our wishes or  
  plans, adapt and adjust to God’s ways. They are always best. 

 3. Acknowledge what you cannot change, and leave it with the One who can. Some things are above 
  our pay grade. A dear old professor of mine once remarked that he “resigned as general manager of 
  the universe a long time ago.” He learned the secret of leaving the world and all its complexities in 
  the hands of God—exactly where they belong. In His sermon on the mount, Jesus told His disciples 
  to “consider the lilies” that neither toil or spin, but Solomon in all his glory was not dressed as finely 
  as them” (Matt. 6:28–30). The things that God has not put in our charge are best left in His care. 

Perhaps by now you’ve realized that I’ve taken nearly a thousand words to say what was expressed in a few 
words in a simple prayer originally penned by theologian Reinhold Niebuhr. It is called the Serenity Prayer, and 
usually quoted as follows: 

 

God, grant me the serenity to accept the things I cannot change, 

Courage to change the things I can, 

And wisdom to know the difference. 

 

As we move boldly and confidently into the new year, may this be our prayer, and may our God be our peace. 

 

Pastor Mark 

 

 

MUSIC NOTES 

Happy New Year 2021 
 
I want to wish everyone a great and happy New 
Year. If you are like me 2020 is a year to remember. 
As we start this 2021 year, let's keep focused on 
sharing God's word to others and worshipping to-
gether. Let's not forget that worship is something we 
do on a daily basis and let's not lose sight of that. 
Praise His name in song in reading of God’s word 
and time praying. We say at Christmas season that 
Jesus is the reason for the season. Jesus is the rea-
son for all seasons and let us share that reason with 
others. I want to challenge you to worship and 
spend time with Him every day.  
 
Let's make this new year a year for the Lord and 
sharing His love. 
 
Praise ye the lord  
Bryan  

What’s Happening 

In person every Sunday morning Bible Fellowship begins at 

9:45 a.m. every Sunday morning, followed immediately by an 

11:00 a.m. service for a message from God’s word through 

song and word. The 11:00 a.m. worship time can also be 

viewed on the Glenwood Baptist Facebook Page or at 

gbcor.org. 

Wednesday evening services have resumed. 

Please call the Church Office @ 865-483-7436 or email 

office@gbcor.org with any questions. 

A Blessed Year  by Richard Wright 

God bless you on this New Year’s Day, and all throughout the 

year.  

And may it be your happiest, with every moment, dear. 

Each moment of the days and weeks, and every month in 

store 

with progress toward whatever goal your heart is striving for.  

Whatever days have disappeared, the past is over now. 

And all the future hinges on, how well you keep your vow.  

Your New Year’s resolution and your eagerness to win  

depend on how sincerely and how bravely you begin. 

And so as this new calendar is joyously begun, 

may God be with you every day until the year is done . 



 

January 2021 

 

From the Pastor’s Pen . . .  

 

It’s strange, sometimes, the kinds of things that will stick with you. Many, 
many moons ago while in technical college, one of the requirements for the 
engineering degree I was pursuing was a course entitled “Principles of Supervi-
sion.” It had the reputation of being one of the more boring courses in the en-
gineering curriculum. It did not disappoint. In fact, I can’t say that I remember 
much of anything from the course—anything, that is, except one little maxim 
that stuck with me through the years: “Responsibility without authority is the 
formula for an ulcer.”  

Unlike some sayings of dubious worth, this one has proved to be true and in-
valuable again and again in my own life and in the lives of many I have coun-
seled in industry, in ministry, and in the stuff of day-to-day life. Taken a prov-
erb, it is instructive. Responsibility without authority produces stress that is 
unhealthy, counterproductive, and of a sort not approved by our Creator. Tak-
en as a principle, it is diagnostic. Responsibility without authority is certainly 
not the only potential source of stress in an individual’s life, but it is surely one 
of the biggest. When trying to identify the source of stress in our lives, we do 
well to look for responsibility (whether assumed or actual) without having the 
authority to fulfill it. Taken as a precept, it is cautionary. To the extent possi-
ble, in life and in the workplace, avoid accepting or assuming responsibilities 
without concomitant authority. 

2020 was tough. To say that the past year has been “stressful” would be the 
understatement of the decade! Pandemic. Riots. Political shenanigans. Natural 
disasters. Cancel culture. In America, many have awoken to the realization that 
the fragile threads that bind our republic together are far more frayed than we 
ever imagined. What do all of these stressors have in common? Each one 
speaks of an insufferable condition that we feel must be fixed (responsibility) 
but lack the power (authority) to address. Much of the personal stress we ex-
perienced in 2020 comes from our response to things we have no direct power 
to change. 

Hopefully, 2021 will bring fewer of the challenges each of us faced in the past 
year. But let’s face it. The underlying conditions behind many of the stressors 
of the past year will be essentially unchanged when the clock ticks past mid-
night on December 31. So, what can we actually do to make  (continued on page 3) 
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STUDENT MINISTRY 

We have finally made it to 2021. I am hearing from 
just about everyone that 2020 has been one of if not 
the toughest year of their lives. I am hoping and 
praying that 2021 will be better and I wish each of 
you a blessed and happy new year. 
 
Most of the time at the beginning of the year I cen-
ter around the idea of starting fresh, or something to 
that extent. This month will be different, but not be-
cause I see something wrong with the past practice. 
As is the case every month, I will be writing to you 
about what God has placed on my heart.  
 
Recently, I have been saddened to see the amount 
of people rationalizing sin. I understand unbelievers 
acting immoral. While there is no doubt that God has 
placed morality in the hearts of man, we can be cer-
tain that we live in a fallen world. Without Christ we 
are doomed to be consumed by our sinful nature. 
What troubles me is that many people, who claim to 
be followers of Jesus, live in opposition to what the 
Bible teaches. Feelings are being chosen over facts 
listed in God’s word. Instead of thinking my sinful 
heart is leading me astray many people are saying 
that the Bible is wrong or out of date. One of the pri-
mary places I have seen this is homosexuality. You 
can’t honestly read the Bible and say that God thinks 
living in that manner is okay. There are far too many 
verses throughout the Bible that speak against this 
sinful act. It’s not brave to fall into sin, but it is brave 
and courageous to stand against sin in a sinful world. 
I am full of my faults and areas in which I need to 
change. I do not want to come across as self-
righteous or anything like that. I am simply trying to 
stand for the truth revealed in God’s word. If God 
has used this to somehow convict your heart, as it 
has mine, I encourage you to seek God and ask Him 
to change your heart. Don’t make the mistake of 
many and look at God through the eyes of the world. 
Look at the world through what has been revealed in 
God’s word. 
 
In Christ, 
Isaac Walton 

 
 

January 2021 January 2021 

(Pastor’s Pen, continued)  

2021 a better, less stressful year? We can learn not to fret the things we cannot fix. Allow me to suggest a simple, 
biblical strategy for the coming year. 

 1. Address whatever you have authority to change. Whenever and wherever it is in our power do good 
  and effect positive change, Scripture is clear that we should. There is much, of course, that is beyond 
  our ability in the natural world. I cannot develop a vaccine, stop a riot, or sign legislation into law. 
  But I can change my attitude, guard my heart, and be a voice for Christ. The natural world is in many 
  ways just a shadow of the spiritual realm where the true battle rages. As believers, we are ambassa-
  dors plenipotentiary for Christ and have been given authority in His name. With great authority  
  comes great responsibility to intercede where the battle rages for the souls of men and the cause of 
  Christ. Pray as you are led, change what you can, and rest in the confidence that you have done  
  what you can by the grace of God. 

 2. Adapt and adjust where you must. God’s timing is always perfect, but rarely conforms to the sched
  ules we set. God’s ways are always good, but His ways are not our ways and are often hidden to our 
  eyes. When our ways run afoul of the providence of God, guess who needs to change! As Henry 
  Blackaby wrote in his study Experiencing God, we often must make major adjustments in our lives in 
  order to walk with Him. God engineers the circumstances of the faithful believer. Rather than be 
  found kicking against God, adapt and adjust. I recently learned of a conversation between two  
  coworkers discussing the pandemic and what the future would look like if things did not change. 
  One remarked, “Well, I guess we’ll just have to live with it.” “No,” the other one corrected, “We’ll 
  make the best of it.” When in the providence of God things don’t go according to our wishes or  
  plans, adapt and adjust to God’s ways. They are always best. 

 3. Acknowledge what you cannot change, and leave it with the One who can. Some things are above 
  our pay grade. A dear old professor of mine once remarked that he “resigned as general manager of 
  the universe a long time ago.” He learned the secret of leaving the world and all its complexities in 
  the hands of God—exactly where they belong. In His sermon on the mount, Jesus told His disciples 
  to “consider the lilies” that neither toil or spin, but Solomon in all his glory was not dressed as finely 
  as them” (Matt. 6:28–30). The things that God has not put in our charge are best left in His care. 

Perhaps by now you’ve realized that I’ve taken nearly a thousand words to say what was expressed in a few 
words in a simple prayer originally penned by theologian Reinhold Niebuhr. It is called the Serenity Prayer, and 
usually quoted as follows: 

 

God, grant me the serenity to accept the things I cannot change, 

Courage to change the things I can, 

And wisdom to know the difference. 

 

As we move boldly and confidently into the new year, may this be our prayer, and may our God be our peace. 

 

Pastor Mark 

 

 

MUSIC NOTES 

Happy New Year 2021 
 
I want to wish everyone a great and happy New 
Year. If you are like me 2020 is a year to remember. 
As we start this 2021 year, let's keep focused on 
sharing God's word to others and worshipping to-
gether. Let's not forget that worship is something we 
do on a daily basis and let's not lose sight of that. 
Praise His name in song in reading of God’s word 
and time praying. We say at Christmas season that 
Jesus is the reason for the season. Jesus is the rea-
son for all seasons and let us share that reason with 
others. I want to challenge you to worship and 
spend time with Him every day.  
 
Let's make this new year a year for the Lord and 
sharing His love. 
 
Praise ye the lord  
Bryan  

What’s Happening 

In person every Sunday morning Bible Fellowship begins at 

9:45 a.m. every Sunday morning, followed immediately by an 

11:00 a.m. service for a message from God’s word through 

song and word. The 11:00 a.m. worship time can also be 

viewed on the Glenwood Baptist Facebook Page or at 

gbcor.org. 

Wednesday evening services have resumed. 

Please call the Church Office @ 865-483-7436 or email 

office@gbcor.org with any questions. 

A Blessed Year  by Richard Wright 

God bless you on this New Year’s Day, and all throughout the 

year.  

And may it be your happiest, with every moment, dear. 

Each moment of the days and weeks, and every month in 

store 

with progress toward whatever goal your heart is striving for.  

Whatever days have disappeared, the past is over now. 

And all the future hinges on, how well you keep your vow.  

Your New Year’s resolution and your eagerness to win  

depend on how sincerely and how bravely you begin. 

And so as this new calendar is joyously begun, 

may God be with you every day until the year is done . 



 

January 2021 

 

From the Pastor’s Pen . . .  

 

It’s strange, sometimes, the kinds of things that will stick with you. Many, 
many moons ago while in technical college, one of the requirements for the 
engineering degree I was pursuing was a course entitled “Principles of Supervi-
sion.” It had the reputation of being one of the more boring courses in the en-
gineering curriculum. It did not disappoint. In fact, I can’t say that I remember 
much of anything from the course—anything, that is, except one little maxim 
that stuck with me through the years: “Responsibility without authority is the 
formula for an ulcer.”  

Unlike some sayings of dubious worth, this one has proved to be true and in-
valuable again and again in my own life and in the lives of many I have coun-
seled in industry, in ministry, and in the stuff of day-to-day life. Taken a prov-
erb, it is instructive. Responsibility without authority produces stress that is 
unhealthy, counterproductive, and of a sort not approved by our Creator. Tak-
en as a principle, it is diagnostic. Responsibility without authority is certainly 
not the only potential source of stress in an individual’s life, but it is surely one 
of the biggest. When trying to identify the source of stress in our lives, we do 
well to look for responsibility (whether assumed or actual) without having the 
authority to fulfill it. Taken as a precept, it is cautionary. To the extent possi-
ble, in life and in the workplace, avoid accepting or assuming responsibilities 
without concomitant authority. 

2020 was tough. To say that the past year has been “stressful” would be the 
understatement of the decade! Pandemic. Riots. Political shenanigans. Natural 
disasters. Cancel culture. In America, many have awoken to the realization that 
the fragile threads that bind our republic together are far more frayed than we 
ever imagined. What do all of these stressors have in common? Each one 
speaks of an insufferable condition that we feel must be fixed (responsibility) 
but lack the power (authority) to address. Much of the personal stress we ex-
perienced in 2020 comes from our response to things we have no direct power 
to change. 

Hopefully, 2021 will bring fewer of the challenges each of us faced in the past 
year. But let’s face it. The underlying conditions behind many of the stressors 
of the past year will be essentially unchanged when the clock ticks past mid-
night on December 31. So, what can we actually do to make  (continued on page 3) 
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STUDENT MINISTRY 

We have finally made it to 2021. I am hearing from 
just about everyone that 2020 has been one of if not 
the toughest year of their lives. I am hoping and 
praying that 2021 will be better and I wish each of 
you a blessed and happy new year. 
 
Most of the time at the beginning of the year I cen-
ter around the idea of starting fresh, or something to 
that extent. This month will be different, but not be-
cause I see something wrong with the past practice. 
As is the case every month, I will be writing to you 
about what God has placed on my heart.  
 
Recently, I have been saddened to see the amount 
of people rationalizing sin. I understand unbelievers 
acting immoral. While there is no doubt that God has 
placed morality in the hearts of man, we can be cer-
tain that we live in a fallen world. Without Christ we 
are doomed to be consumed by our sinful nature. 
What troubles me is that many people, who claim to 
be followers of Jesus, live in opposition to what the 
Bible teaches. Feelings are being chosen over facts 
listed in God’s word. Instead of thinking my sinful 
heart is leading me astray many people are saying 
that the Bible is wrong or out of date. One of the pri-
mary places I have seen this is homosexuality. You 
can’t honestly read the Bible and say that God thinks 
living in that manner is okay. There are far too many 
verses throughout the Bible that speak against this 
sinful act. It’s not brave to fall into sin, but it is brave 
and courageous to stand against sin in a sinful world. 
I am full of my faults and areas in which I need to 
change. I do not want to come across as self-
righteous or anything like that. I am simply trying to 
stand for the truth revealed in God’s word. If God 
has used this to somehow convict your heart, as it 
has mine, I encourage you to seek God and ask Him 
to change your heart. Don’t make the mistake of 
many and look at God through the eyes of the world. 
Look at the world through what has been revealed in 
God’s word. 
 
In Christ, 
Isaac Walton 
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(Pastor’s Pen, continued)  

2021 a better, less stressful year? We can learn not to fret the things we cannot fix. Allow me to suggest a simple, 
biblical strategy for the coming year. 

 1. Address whatever you have authority to change. Whenever and wherever it is in our power do good 
  and effect positive change, Scripture is clear that we should. There is much, of course, that is beyond 
  our ability in the natural world. I cannot develop a vaccine, stop a riot, or sign legislation into law. 
  But I can change my attitude, guard my heart, and be a voice for Christ. The natural world is in many 
  ways just a shadow of the spiritual realm where the true battle rages. As believers, we are ambassa-
  dors plenipotentiary for Christ and have been given authority in His name. With great authority  
  comes great responsibility to intercede where the battle rages for the souls of men and the cause of 
  Christ. Pray as you are led, change what you can, and rest in the confidence that you have done  
  what you can by the grace of God. 

 2. Adapt and adjust where you must. God’s timing is always perfect, but rarely conforms to the sched
  ules we set. God’s ways are always good, but His ways are not our ways and are often hidden to our 
  eyes. When our ways run afoul of the providence of God, guess who needs to change! As Henry 
  Blackaby wrote in his study Experiencing God, we often must make major adjustments in our lives in 
  order to walk with Him. God engineers the circumstances of the faithful believer. Rather than be 
  found kicking against God, adapt and adjust. I recently learned of a conversation between two  
  coworkers discussing the pandemic and what the future would look like if things did not change. 
  One remarked, “Well, I guess we’ll just have to live with it.” “No,” the other one corrected, “We’ll 
  make the best of it.” When in the providence of God things don’t go according to our wishes or  
  plans, adapt and adjust to God’s ways. They are always best. 

 3. Acknowledge what you cannot change, and leave it with the One who can. Some things are above 
  our pay grade. A dear old professor of mine once remarked that he “resigned as general manager of 
  the universe a long time ago.” He learned the secret of leaving the world and all its complexities in 
  the hands of God—exactly where they belong. In His sermon on the mount, Jesus told His disciples 
  to “consider the lilies” that neither toil or spin, but Solomon in all his glory was not dressed as finely 
  as them” (Matt. 6:28–30). The things that God has not put in our charge are best left in His care. 

Perhaps by now you’ve realized that I’ve taken nearly a thousand words to say what was expressed in a few 
words in a simple prayer originally penned by theologian Reinhold Niebuhr. It is called the Serenity Prayer, and 
usually quoted as follows: 

 

God, grant me the serenity to accept the things I cannot change, 

Courage to change the things I can, 

And wisdom to know the difference. 

 

As we move boldly and confidently into the new year, may this be our prayer, and may our God be our peace. 

 

Pastor Mark 

 

 

MUSIC NOTES 

Happy New Year 2021 
 
I want to wish everyone a great and happy New 
Year. If you are like me 2020 is a year to remember. 
As we start this 2021 year, let's keep focused on 
sharing God's word to others and worshipping to-
gether. Let's not forget that worship is something we 
do on a daily basis and let's not lose sight of that. 
Praise His name in song in reading of God’s word 
and time praying. We say at Christmas season that 
Jesus is the reason for the season. Jesus is the rea-
son for all seasons and let us share that reason with 
others. I want to challenge you to worship and 
spend time with Him every day.  
 
Let's make this new year a year for the Lord and 
sharing His love. 
 
Praise ye the lord  
Bryan  

What’s Happening 

In person every Sunday morning Bible Fellowship begins at 

9:45 a.m. every Sunday morning, followed immediately by an 

11:00 a.m. service for a message from God’s word through 

song and word. The 11:00 a.m. worship time can also be 

viewed on the Glenwood Baptist Facebook Page or at 

gbcor.org. 

Wednesday evening services have resumed. 

Please call the Church Office @ 865-483-7436 or email 

office@gbcor.org with any questions. 

A Blessed Year  by Richard Wright 

God bless you on this New Year’s Day, and all throughout the 

year.  

And may it be your happiest, with every moment, dear. 

Each moment of the days and weeks, and every month in 

store 

with progress toward whatever goal your heart is striving for.  

Whatever days have disappeared, the past is over now. 

And all the future hinges on, how well you keep your vow.  

Your New Year’s resolution and your eagerness to win  

depend on how sincerely and how bravely you begin. 

And so as this new calendar is joyously begun, 

may God be with you every day until the year is done . 
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From the Pastor’s Pen . . .  

 

It’s strange, sometimes, the kinds of things that will stick with you. Many, 
many moons ago while in technical college, one of the requirements for the 
engineering degree I was pursuing was a course entitled “Principles of Supervi-
sion.” It had the reputation of being one of the more boring courses in the en-
gineering curriculum. It did not disappoint. In fact, I can’t say that I remember 
much of anything from the course—anything, that is, except one little maxim 
that stuck with me through the years: “Responsibility without authority is the 
formula for an ulcer.”  

Unlike some sayings of dubious worth, this one has proved to be true and in-
valuable again and again in my own life and in the lives of many I have coun-
seled in industry, in ministry, and in the stuff of day-to-day life. Taken a prov-
erb, it is instructive. Responsibility without authority produces stress that is 
unhealthy, counterproductive, and of a sort not approved by our Creator. Tak-
en as a principle, it is diagnostic. Responsibility without authority is certainly 
not the only potential source of stress in an individual’s life, but it is surely one 
of the biggest. When trying to identify the source of stress in our lives, we do 
well to look for responsibility (whether assumed or actual) without having the 
authority to fulfill it. Taken as a precept, it is cautionary. To the extent possi-
ble, in life and in the workplace, avoid accepting or assuming responsibilities 
without concomitant authority. 

2020 was tough. To say that the past year has been “stressful” would be the 
understatement of the decade! Pandemic. Riots. Political shenanigans. Natural 
disasters. Cancel culture. In America, many have awoken to the realization that 
the fragile threads that bind our republic together are far more frayed than we 
ever imagined. What do all of these stressors have in common? Each one 
speaks of an insufferable condition that we feel must be fixed (responsibility) 
but lack the power (authority) to address. Much of the personal stress we ex-
perienced in 2020 comes from our response to things we have no direct power 
to change. 

Hopefully, 2021 will bring fewer of the challenges each of us faced in the past 
year. But let’s face it. The underlying conditions behind many of the stressors 
of the past year will be essentially unchanged when the clock ticks past mid-
night on December 31. So, what can we actually do to make  (continued on page 3) 
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STUDENT MINISTRY 

We have finally made it to 2021. I am hearing from 
just about everyone that 2020 has been one of if not 
the toughest year of their lives. I am hoping and 
praying that 2021 will be better and I wish each of 
you a blessed and happy new year. 
 
Most of the time at the beginning of the year I cen-
ter around the idea of starting fresh, or something to 
that extent. This month will be different, but not be-
cause I see something wrong with the past practice. 
As is the case every month, I will be writing to you 
about what God has placed on my heart.  
 
Recently, I have been saddened to see the amount 
of people rationalizing sin. I understand unbelievers 
acting immoral. While there is no doubt that God has 
placed morality in the hearts of man, we can be cer-
tain that we live in a fallen world. Without Christ we 
are doomed to be consumed by our sinful nature. 
What troubles me is that many people, who claim to 
be followers of Jesus, live in opposition to what the 
Bible teaches. Feelings are being chosen over facts 
listed in God’s word. Instead of thinking my sinful 
heart is leading me astray many people are saying 
that the Bible is wrong or out of date. One of the pri-
mary places I have seen this is homosexuality. You 
can’t honestly read the Bible and say that God thinks 
living in that manner is okay. There are far too many 
verses throughout the Bible that speak against this 
sinful act. It’s not brave to fall into sin, but it is brave 
and courageous to stand against sin in a sinful world. 
I am full of my faults and areas in which I need to 
change. I do not want to come across as self-
righteous or anything like that. I am simply trying to 
stand for the truth revealed in God’s word. If God 
has used this to somehow convict your heart, as it 
has mine, I encourage you to seek God and ask Him 
to change your heart. Don’t make the mistake of 
many and look at God through the eyes of the world. 
Look at the world through what has been revealed in 
God’s word. 
 
In Christ, 
Isaac Walton 

 
 

January 2021 January 2021 

(Pastor’s Pen, continued)  

2021 a better, less stressful year? We can learn not to fret the things we cannot fix. Allow me to suggest a simple, 
biblical strategy for the coming year. 

 1. Address whatever you have authority to change. Whenever and wherever it is in our power do good 
  and effect positive change, Scripture is clear that we should. There is much, of course, that is beyond 
  our ability in the natural world. I cannot develop a vaccine, stop a riot, or sign legislation into law. 
  But I can change my attitude, guard my heart, and be a voice for Christ. The natural world is in many 
  ways just a shadow of the spiritual realm where the true battle rages. As believers, we are ambassa-
  dors plenipotentiary for Christ and have been given authority in His name. With great authority  
  comes great responsibility to intercede where the battle rages for the souls of men and the cause of 
  Christ. Pray as you are led, change what you can, and rest in the confidence that you have done  
  what you can by the grace of God. 

 2. Adapt and adjust where you must. God’s timing is always perfect, but rarely conforms to the sched
  ules we set. God’s ways are always good, but His ways are not our ways and are often hidden to our 
  eyes. When our ways run afoul of the providence of God, guess who needs to change! As Henry 
  Blackaby wrote in his study Experiencing God, we often must make major adjustments in our lives in 
  order to walk with Him. God engineers the circumstances of the faithful believer. Rather than be 
  found kicking against God, adapt and adjust. I recently learned of a conversation between two  
  coworkers discussing the pandemic and what the future would look like if things did not change. 
  One remarked, “Well, I guess we’ll just have to live with it.” “No,” the other one corrected, “We’ll 
  make the best of it.” When in the providence of God things don’t go according to our wishes or  
  plans, adapt and adjust to God’s ways. They are always best. 

 3. Acknowledge what you cannot change, and leave it with the One who can. Some things are above 
  our pay grade. A dear old professor of mine once remarked that he “resigned as general manager of 
  the universe a long time ago.” He learned the secret of leaving the world and all its complexities in 
  the hands of God—exactly where they belong. In His sermon on the mount, Jesus told His disciples 
  to “consider the lilies” that neither toil or spin, but Solomon in all his glory was not dressed as finely 
  as them” (Matt. 6:28–30). The things that God has not put in our charge are best left in His care. 

Perhaps by now you’ve realized that I’ve taken nearly a thousand words to say what was expressed in a few 
words in a simple prayer originally penned by theologian Reinhold Niebuhr. It is called the Serenity Prayer, and 
usually quoted as follows: 

 

God, grant me the serenity to accept the things I cannot change, 

Courage to change the things I can, 

And wisdom to know the difference. 

 

As we move boldly and confidently into the new year, may this be our prayer, and may our God be our peace. 

 

Pastor Mark 

 

 

MUSIC NOTES 

Happy New Year 2021 
 
I want to wish everyone a great and happy New 
Year. If you are like me 2020 is a year to remember. 
As we start this 2021 year, let's keep focused on 
sharing God's word to others and worshipping to-
gether. Let's not forget that worship is something we 
do on a daily basis and let's not lose sight of that. 
Praise His name in song in reading of God’s word 
and time praying. We say at Christmas season that 
Jesus is the reason for the season. Jesus is the rea-
son for all seasons and let us share that reason with 
others. I want to challenge you to worship and 
spend time with Him every day.  
 
Let's make this new year a year for the Lord and 
sharing His love. 
 
Praise ye the lord  
Bryan  

What’s Happening 

In person every Sunday morning Bible Fellowship begins at 

9:45 a.m. every Sunday morning, followed immediately by an 

11:00 a.m. service for a message from God’s word through 

song and word. The 11:00 a.m. worship time can also be 

viewed on the Glenwood Baptist Facebook Page or at 

gbcor.org. 

Wednesday evening services have resumed. 

Please call the Church Office @ 865-483-7436 or email 

office@gbcor.org with any questions. 

A Blessed Year  by Richard Wright 

God bless you on this New Year’s Day, and all throughout the 

year.  

And may it be your happiest, with every moment, dear. 

Each moment of the days and weeks, and every month in 

store 

with progress toward whatever goal your heart is striving for.  

Whatever days have disappeared, the past is over now. 

And all the future hinges on, how well you keep your vow.  

Your New Year’s resolution and your eagerness to win  

depend on how sincerely and how bravely you begin. 

And so as this new calendar is joyously begun, 

may God be with you every day until the year is done . 



 

January 2021 

 

From the Pastor’s Pen . . .  

 

It’s strange, sometimes, the kinds of things that will stick with you. Many, 
many moons ago while in technical college, one of the requirements for the 
engineering degree I was pursuing was a course entitled “Principles of Supervi-
sion.” It had the reputation of being one of the more boring courses in the en-
gineering curriculum. It did not disappoint. In fact, I can’t say that I remember 
much of anything from the course—anything, that is, except one little maxim 
that stuck with me through the years: “Responsibility without authority is the 
formula for an ulcer.”  

Unlike some sayings of dubious worth, this one has proved to be true and in-
valuable again and again in my own life and in the lives of many I have coun-
seled in industry, in ministry, and in the stuff of day-to-day life. Taken a prov-
erb, it is instructive. Responsibility without authority produces stress that is 
unhealthy, counterproductive, and of a sort not approved by our Creator. Tak-
en as a principle, it is diagnostic. Responsibility without authority is certainly 
not the only potential source of stress in an individual’s life, but it is surely one 
of the biggest. When trying to identify the source of stress in our lives, we do 
well to look for responsibility (whether assumed or actual) without having the 
authority to fulfill it. Taken as a precept, it is cautionary. To the extent possi-
ble, in life and in the workplace, avoid accepting or assuming responsibilities 
without concomitant authority. 

2020 was tough. To say that the past year has been “stressful” would be the 
understatement of the decade! Pandemic. Riots. Political shenanigans. Natural 
disasters. Cancel culture. In America, many have awoken to the realization that 
the fragile threads that bind our republic together are far more frayed than we 
ever imagined. What do all of these stressors have in common? Each one 
speaks of an insufferable condition that we feel must be fixed (responsibility) 
but lack the power (authority) to address. Much of the personal stress we ex-
perienced in 2020 comes from our response to things we have no direct power 
to change. 

Hopefully, 2021 will bring fewer of the challenges each of us faced in the past 
year. But let’s face it. The underlying conditions behind many of the stressors 
of the past year will be essentially unchanged when the clock ticks past mid-
night on December 31. So, what can we actually do to make  (continued on page 3) 
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STUDENT MINISTRY 

We have finally made it to 2021. I am hearing from 
just about everyone that 2020 has been one of if not 
the toughest year of their lives. I am hoping and 
praying that 2021 will be better and I wish each of 
you a blessed and happy new year. 
 
Most of the time at the beginning of the year I cen-
ter around the idea of starting fresh, or something to 
that extent. This month will be different, but not be-
cause I see something wrong with the past practice. 
As is the case every month, I will be writing to you 
about what God has placed on my heart.  
 
Recently, I have been saddened to see the amount 
of people rationalizing sin. I understand unbelievers 
acting immoral. While there is no doubt that God has 
placed morality in the hearts of man, we can be cer-
tain that we live in a fallen world. Without Christ we 
are doomed to be consumed by our sinful nature. 
What troubles me is that many people, who claim to 
be followers of Jesus, live in opposition to what the 
Bible teaches. Feelings are being chosen over facts 
listed in God’s word. Instead of thinking my sinful 
heart is leading me astray many people are saying 
that the Bible is wrong or out of date. One of the pri-
mary places I have seen this is homosexuality. You 
can’t honestly read the Bible and say that God thinks 
living in that manner is okay. There are far too many 
verses throughout the Bible that speak against this 
sinful act. It’s not brave to fall into sin, but it is brave 
and courageous to stand against sin in a sinful world. 
I am full of my faults and areas in which I need to 
change. I do not want to come across as self-
righteous or anything like that. I am simply trying to 
stand for the truth revealed in God’s word. If God 
has used this to somehow convict your heart, as it 
has mine, I encourage you to seek God and ask Him 
to change your heart. Don’t make the mistake of 
many and look at God through the eyes of the world. 
Look at the world through what has been revealed in 
God’s word. 
 
In Christ, 
Isaac Walton 
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(Pastor’s Pen, continued)  

2021 a better, less stressful year? We can learn not to fret the things we cannot fix. Allow me to suggest a simple, 
biblical strategy for the coming year. 

 1. Address whatever you have authority to change. Whenever and wherever it is in our power do good 
  and effect positive change, Scripture is clear that we should. There is much, of course, that is beyond 
  our ability in the natural world. I cannot develop a vaccine, stop a riot, or sign legislation into law. 
  But I can change my attitude, guard my heart, and be a voice for Christ. The natural world is in many 
  ways just a shadow of the spiritual realm where the true battle rages. As believers, we are ambassa-
  dors plenipotentiary for Christ and have been given authority in His name. With great authority  
  comes great responsibility to intercede where the battle rages for the souls of men and the cause of 
  Christ. Pray as you are led, change what you can, and rest in the confidence that you have done  
  what you can by the grace of God. 

 2. Adapt and adjust where you must. God’s timing is always perfect, but rarely conforms to the sched
  ules we set. God’s ways are always good, but His ways are not our ways and are often hidden to our 
  eyes. When our ways run afoul of the providence of God, guess who needs to change! As Henry 
  Blackaby wrote in his study Experiencing God, we often must make major adjustments in our lives in 
  order to walk with Him. God engineers the circumstances of the faithful believer. Rather than be 
  found kicking against God, adapt and adjust. I recently learned of a conversation between two  
  coworkers discussing the pandemic and what the future would look like if things did not change. 
  One remarked, “Well, I guess we’ll just have to live with it.” “No,” the other one corrected, “We’ll 
  make the best of it.” When in the providence of God things don’t go according to our wishes or  
  plans, adapt and adjust to God’s ways. They are always best. 

 3. Acknowledge what you cannot change, and leave it with the One who can. Some things are above 
  our pay grade. A dear old professor of mine once remarked that he “resigned as general manager of 
  the universe a long time ago.” He learned the secret of leaving the world and all its complexities in 
  the hands of God—exactly where they belong. In His sermon on the mount, Jesus told His disciples 
  to “consider the lilies” that neither toil or spin, but Solomon in all his glory was not dressed as finely 
  as them” (Matt. 6:28–30). The things that God has not put in our charge are best left in His care. 

Perhaps by now you’ve realized that I’ve taken nearly a thousand words to say what was expressed in a few 
words in a simple prayer originally penned by theologian Reinhold Niebuhr. It is called the Serenity Prayer, and 
usually quoted as follows: 

 

God, grant me the serenity to accept the things I cannot change, 

Courage to change the things I can, 

And wisdom to know the difference. 

 

As we move boldly and confidently into the new year, may this be our prayer, and may our God be our peace. 

 

Pastor Mark 

 

 

MUSIC NOTES 

Happy New Year 2021 
 
I want to wish everyone a great and happy New 
Year. If you are like me 2020 is a year to remember. 
As we start this 2021 year, let's keep focused on 
sharing God's word to others and worshipping to-
gether. Let's not forget that worship is something we 
do on a daily basis and let's not lose sight of that. 
Praise His name in song in reading of God’s word 
and time praying. We say at Christmas season that 
Jesus is the reason for the season. Jesus is the rea-
son for all seasons and let us share that reason with 
others. I want to challenge you to worship and 
spend time with Him every day.  
 
Let's make this new year a year for the Lord and 
sharing His love. 
 
Praise ye the lord  
Bryan  

What’s Happening 

In person every Sunday morning Bible Fellowship begins at 

9:45 a.m. every Sunday morning, followed immediately by an 

11:00 a.m. service for a message from God’s word through 

song and word. The 11:00 a.m. worship time can also be 

viewed on the Glenwood Baptist Facebook Page or at 

gbcor.org. 

Wednesday evening services have resumed. 

Please call the Church Office @ 865-483-7436 or email 

office@gbcor.org with any questions. 

A Blessed Year  by Richard Wright 

God bless you on this New Year’s Day, and all throughout the 

year.  

And may it be your happiest, with every moment, dear. 

Each moment of the days and weeks, and every month in 

store 

with progress toward whatever goal your heart is striving for.  

Whatever days have disappeared, the past is over now. 

And all the future hinges on, how well you keep your vow.  

Your New Year’s resolution and your eagerness to win  

depend on how sincerely and how bravely you begin. 

And so as this new calendar is joyously begun, 

may God be with you every day until the year is done . 



 

January 2021 

 

From the Pastor’s Pen . . .  

 

It’s strange, sometimes, the kinds of things that will stick with you. Many, 
many moons ago while in technical college, one of the requirements for the 
engineering degree I was pursuing was a course entitled “Principles of Supervi-
sion.” It had the reputation of being one of the more boring courses in the en-
gineering curriculum. It did not disappoint. In fact, I can’t say that I remember 
much of anything from the course—anything, that is, except one little maxim 
that stuck with me through the years: “Responsibility without authority is the 
formula for an ulcer.”  

Unlike some sayings of dubious worth, this one has proved to be true and in-
valuable again and again in my own life and in the lives of many I have coun-
seled in industry, in ministry, and in the stuff of day-to-day life. Taken a prov-
erb, it is instructive. Responsibility without authority produces stress that is 
unhealthy, counterproductive, and of a sort not approved by our Creator. Tak-
en as a principle, it is diagnostic. Responsibility without authority is certainly 
not the only potential source of stress in an individual’s life, but it is surely one 
of the biggest. When trying to identify the source of stress in our lives, we do 
well to look for responsibility (whether assumed or actual) without having the 
authority to fulfill it. Taken as a precept, it is cautionary. To the extent possi-
ble, in life and in the workplace, avoid accepting or assuming responsibilities 
without concomitant authority. 

2020 was tough. To say that the past year has been “stressful” would be the 
understatement of the decade! Pandemic. Riots. Political shenanigans. Natural 
disasters. Cancel culture. In America, many have awoken to the realization that 
the fragile threads that bind our republic together are far more frayed than we 
ever imagined. What do all of these stressors have in common? Each one 
speaks of an insufferable condition that we feel must be fixed (responsibility) 
but lack the power (authority) to address. Much of the personal stress we ex-
perienced in 2020 comes from our response to things we have no direct power 
to change. 

Hopefully, 2021 will bring fewer of the challenges each of us faced in the past 
year. But let’s face it. The underlying conditions behind many of the stressors 
of the past year will be essentially unchanged when the clock ticks past mid-
night on December 31. So, what can we actually do to make  (continued on page 3) 
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STUDENT MINISTRY 

We have finally made it to 2021. I am hearing from 
just about everyone that 2020 has been one of if not 
the toughest year of their lives. I am hoping and 
praying that 2021 will be better and I wish each of 
you a blessed and happy new year. 
 
Most of the time at the beginning of the year I cen-
ter around the idea of starting fresh, or something to 
that extent. This month will be different, but not be-
cause I see something wrong with the past practice. 
As is the case every month, I will be writing to you 
about what God has placed on my heart.  
 
Recently, I have been saddened to see the amount 
of people rationalizing sin. I understand unbelievers 
acting immoral. While there is no doubt that God has 
placed morality in the hearts of man, we can be cer-
tain that we live in a fallen world. Without Christ we 
are doomed to be consumed by our sinful nature. 
What troubles me is that many people, who claim to 
be followers of Jesus, live in opposition to what the 
Bible teaches. Feelings are being chosen over facts 
listed in God’s word. Instead of thinking my sinful 
heart is leading me astray many people are saying 
that the Bible is wrong or out of date. One of the pri-
mary places I have seen this is homosexuality. You 
can’t honestly read the Bible and say that God thinks 
living in that manner is okay. There are far too many 
verses throughout the Bible that speak against this 
sinful act. It’s not brave to fall into sin, but it is brave 
and courageous to stand against sin in a sinful world. 
I am full of my faults and areas in which I need to 
change. I do not want to come across as self-
righteous or anything like that. I am simply trying to 
stand for the truth revealed in God’s word. If God 
has used this to somehow convict your heart, as it 
has mine, I encourage you to seek God and ask Him 
to change your heart. Don’t make the mistake of 
many and look at God through the eyes of the world. 
Look at the world through what has been revealed in 
God’s word. 
 
In Christ, 
Isaac Walton 
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(Pastor’s Pen, continued)  

2021 a better, less stressful year? We can learn not to fret the things we cannot fix. Allow me to suggest a simple, 
biblical strategy for the coming year. 

 1. Address whatever you have authority to change. Whenever and wherever it is in our power do good 
  and effect positive change, Scripture is clear that we should. There is much, of course, that is beyond 
  our ability in the natural world. I cannot develop a vaccine, stop a riot, or sign legislation into law. 
  But I can change my attitude, guard my heart, and be a voice for Christ. The natural world is in many 
  ways just a shadow of the spiritual realm where the true battle rages. As believers, we are ambassa-
  dors plenipotentiary for Christ and have been given authority in His name. With great authority  
  comes great responsibility to intercede where the battle rages for the souls of men and the cause of 
  Christ. Pray as you are led, change what you can, and rest in the confidence that you have done  
  what you can by the grace of God. 

 2. Adapt and adjust where you must. God’s timing is always perfect, but rarely conforms to the sched
  ules we set. God’s ways are always good, but His ways are not our ways and are often hidden to our 
  eyes. When our ways run afoul of the providence of God, guess who needs to change! As Henry 
  Blackaby wrote in his study Experiencing God, we often must make major adjustments in our lives in 
  order to walk with Him. God engineers the circumstances of the faithful believer. Rather than be 
  found kicking against God, adapt and adjust. I recently learned of a conversation between two  
  coworkers discussing the pandemic and what the future would look like if things did not change. 
  One remarked, “Well, I guess we’ll just have to live with it.” “No,” the other one corrected, “We’ll 
  make the best of it.” When in the providence of God things don’t go according to our wishes or  
  plans, adapt and adjust to God’s ways. They are always best. 

 3. Acknowledge what you cannot change, and leave it with the One who can. Some things are above 
  our pay grade. A dear old professor of mine once remarked that he “resigned as general manager of 
  the universe a long time ago.” He learned the secret of leaving the world and all its complexities in 
  the hands of God—exactly where they belong. In His sermon on the mount, Jesus told His disciples 
  to “consider the lilies” that neither toil or spin, but Solomon in all his glory was not dressed as finely 
  as them” (Matt. 6:28–30). The things that God has not put in our charge are best left in His care. 

Perhaps by now you’ve realized that I’ve taken nearly a thousand words to say what was expressed in a few 
words in a simple prayer originally penned by theologian Reinhold Niebuhr. It is called the Serenity Prayer, and 
usually quoted as follows: 

 

God, grant me the serenity to accept the things I cannot change, 

Courage to change the things I can, 

And wisdom to know the difference. 

 

As we move boldly and confidently into the new year, may this be our prayer, and may our God be our peace. 

 

Pastor Mark 

 

 

MUSIC NOTES 

Happy New Year 2021 
 
I want to wish everyone a great and happy New 
Year. If you are like me 2020 is a year to remember. 
As we start this 2021 year, let's keep focused on 
sharing God's word to others and worshipping to-
gether. Let's not forget that worship is something we 
do on a daily basis and let's not lose sight of that. 
Praise His name in song in reading of God’s word 
and time praying. We say at Christmas season that 
Jesus is the reason for the season. Jesus is the rea-
son for all seasons and let us share that reason with 
others. I want to challenge you to worship and 
spend time with Him every day.  
 
Let's make this new year a year for the Lord and 
sharing His love. 
 
Praise ye the lord  
Bryan  

What’s Happening 

In person every Sunday morning Bible Fellowship begins at 

9:45 a.m. every Sunday morning, followed immediately by an 

11:00 a.m. service for a message from God’s word through 

song and word. The 11:00 a.m. worship time can also be 

viewed on the Glenwood Baptist Facebook Page or at 

gbcor.org. 

Wednesday evening services have resumed. 

Please call the Church Office @ 865-483-7436 or email 

office@gbcor.org with any questions. 

A Blessed Year  by Richard Wright 

God bless you on this New Year’s Day, and all throughout the 

year.  

And may it be your happiest, with every moment, dear. 

Each moment of the days and weeks, and every month in 

store 

with progress toward whatever goal your heart is striving for.  

Whatever days have disappeared, the past is over now. 

And all the future hinges on, how well you keep your vow.  

Your New Year’s resolution and your eagerness to win  

depend on how sincerely and how bravely you begin. 

And so as this new calendar is joyously begun, 

may God be with you every day until the year is done . 



 

January 2021 

 

From the Pastor’s Pen . . .  

 

It’s strange, sometimes, the kinds of things that will stick with you. Many, 
many moons ago while in technical college, one of the requirements for the 
engineering degree I was pursuing was a course entitled “Principles of Supervi-
sion.” It had the reputation of being one of the more boring courses in the en-
gineering curriculum. It did not disappoint. In fact, I can’t say that I remember 
much of anything from the course—anything, that is, except one little maxim 
that stuck with me through the years: “Responsibility without authority is the 
formula for an ulcer.”  

Unlike some sayings of dubious worth, this one has proved to be true and in-
valuable again and again in my own life and in the lives of many I have coun-
seled in industry, in ministry, and in the stuff of day-to-day life. Taken a prov-
erb, it is instructive. Responsibility without authority produces stress that is 
unhealthy, counterproductive, and of a sort not approved by our Creator. Tak-
en as a principle, it is diagnostic. Responsibility without authority is certainly 
not the only potential source of stress in an individual’s life, but it is surely one 
of the biggest. When trying to identify the source of stress in our lives, we do 
well to look for responsibility (whether assumed or actual) without having the 
authority to fulfill it. Taken as a precept, it is cautionary. To the extent possi-
ble, in life and in the workplace, avoid accepting or assuming responsibilities 
without concomitant authority. 

2020 was tough. To say that the past year has been “stressful” would be the 
understatement of the decade! Pandemic. Riots. Political shenanigans. Natural 
disasters. Cancel culture. In America, many have awoken to the realization that 
the fragile threads that bind our republic together are far more frayed than we 
ever imagined. What do all of these stressors have in common? Each one 
speaks of an insufferable condition that we feel must be fixed (responsibility) 
but lack the power (authority) to address. Much of the personal stress we ex-
perienced in 2020 comes from our response to things we have no direct power 
to change. 

Hopefully, 2021 will bring fewer of the challenges each of us faced in the past 
year. But let’s face it. The underlying conditions behind many of the stressors 
of the past year will be essentially unchanged when the clock ticks past mid-
night on December 31. So, what can we actually do to make  (continued on page 3) 
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STUDENT MINISTRY 

We have finally made it to 2021. I am hearing from 
just about everyone that 2020 has been one of if not 
the toughest year of their lives. I am hoping and 
praying that 2021 will be better and I wish each of 
you a blessed and happy new year. 
 
Most of the time at the beginning of the year I cen-
ter around the idea of starting fresh, or something to 
that extent. This month will be different, but not be-
cause I see something wrong with the past practice. 
As is the case every month, I will be writing to you 
about what God has placed on my heart.  
 
Recently, I have been saddened to see the amount 
of people rationalizing sin. I understand unbelievers 
acting immoral. While there is no doubt that God has 
placed morality in the hearts of man, we can be cer-
tain that we live in a fallen world. Without Christ we 
are doomed to be consumed by our sinful nature. 
What troubles me is that many people, who claim to 
be followers of Jesus, live in opposition to what the 
Bible teaches. Feelings are being chosen over facts 
listed in God’s word. Instead of thinking my sinful 
heart is leading me astray many people are saying 
that the Bible is wrong or out of date. One of the pri-
mary places I have seen this is homosexuality. You 
can’t honestly read the Bible and say that God thinks 
living in that manner is okay. There are far too many 
verses throughout the Bible that speak against this 
sinful act. It’s not brave to fall into sin, but it is brave 
and courageous to stand against sin in a sinful world. 
I am full of my faults and areas in which I need to 
change. I do not want to come across as self-
righteous or anything like that. I am simply trying to 
stand for the truth revealed in God’s word. If God 
has used this to somehow convict your heart, as it 
has mine, I encourage you to seek God and ask Him 
to change your heart. Don’t make the mistake of 
many and look at God through the eyes of the world. 
Look at the world through what has been revealed in 
God’s word. 
 
In Christ, 
Isaac Walton 

 
 

January 2021 January 2021 

(Pastor’s Pen, continued)  

2021 a better, less stressful year? We can learn not to fret the things we cannot fix. Allow me to suggest a simple, 
biblical strategy for the coming year. 

 1. Address whatever you have authority to change. Whenever and wherever it is in our power do good 
  and effect positive change, Scripture is clear that we should. There is much, of course, that is beyond 
  our ability in the natural world. I cannot develop a vaccine, stop a riot, or sign legislation into law. 
  But I can change my attitude, guard my heart, and be a voice for Christ. The natural world is in many 
  ways just a shadow of the spiritual realm where the true battle rages. As believers, we are ambassa-
  dors plenipotentiary for Christ and have been given authority in His name. With great authority  
  comes great responsibility to intercede where the battle rages for the souls of men and the cause of 
  Christ. Pray as you are led, change what you can, and rest in the confidence that you have done  
  what you can by the grace of God. 

 2. Adapt and adjust where you must. God’s timing is always perfect, but rarely conforms to the sched
  ules we set. God’s ways are always good, but His ways are not our ways and are often hidden to our 
  eyes. When our ways run afoul of the providence of God, guess who needs to change! As Henry 
  Blackaby wrote in his study Experiencing God, we often must make major adjustments in our lives in 
  order to walk with Him. God engineers the circumstances of the faithful believer. Rather than be 
  found kicking against God, adapt and adjust. I recently learned of a conversation between two  
  coworkers discussing the pandemic and what the future would look like if things did not change. 
  One remarked, “Well, I guess we’ll just have to live with it.” “No,” the other one corrected, “We’ll 
  make the best of it.” When in the providence of God things don’t go according to our wishes or  
  plans, adapt and adjust to God’s ways. They are always best. 

 3. Acknowledge what you cannot change, and leave it with the One who can. Some things are above 
  our pay grade. A dear old professor of mine once remarked that he “resigned as general manager of 
  the universe a long time ago.” He learned the secret of leaving the world and all its complexities in 
  the hands of God—exactly where they belong. In His sermon on the mount, Jesus told His disciples 
  to “consider the lilies” that neither toil or spin, but Solomon in all his glory was not dressed as finely 
  as them” (Matt. 6:28–30). The things that God has not put in our charge are best left in His care. 

Perhaps by now you’ve realized that I’ve taken nearly a thousand words to say what was expressed in a few 
words in a simple prayer originally penned by theologian Reinhold Niebuhr. It is called the Serenity Prayer, and 
usually quoted as follows: 

 

God, grant me the serenity to accept the things I cannot change, 

Courage to change the things I can, 

And wisdom to know the difference. 

 

As we move boldly and confidently into the new year, may this be our prayer, and may our God be our peace. 

 

Pastor Mark 

 

 

MUSIC NOTES 

Happy New Year 2021 
 
I want to wish everyone a great and happy New 
Year. If you are like me 2020 is a year to remember. 
As we start this 2021 year, let's keep focused on 
sharing God's word to others and worshipping to-
gether. Let's not forget that worship is something we 
do on a daily basis and let's not lose sight of that. 
Praise His name in song in reading of God’s word 
and time praying. We say at Christmas season that 
Jesus is the reason for the season. Jesus is the rea-
son for all seasons and let us share that reason with 
others. I want to challenge you to worship and 
spend time with Him every day.  
 
Let's make this new year a year for the Lord and 
sharing His love. 
 
Praise ye the lord  
Bryan  

What’s Happening 

In person every Sunday morning Bible Fellowship begins at 

9:45 a.m. every Sunday morning, followed immediately by an 

11:00 a.m. service for a message from God’s word through 

song and word. The 11:00 a.m. worship time can also be 

viewed on the Glenwood Baptist Facebook Page or at 

gbcor.org. 

Wednesday evening services have resumed. 

Please call the Church Office @ 865-483-7436 or email 

office@gbcor.org with any questions. 

A Blessed Year  by Richard Wright 

God bless you on this New Year’s Day, and all throughout the 

year.  

And may it be your happiest, with every moment, dear. 

Each moment of the days and weeks, and every month in 

store 

with progress toward whatever goal your heart is striving for.  

Whatever days have disappeared, the past is over now. 

And all the future hinges on, how well you keep your vow.  

Your New Year’s resolution and your eagerness to win  

depend on how sincerely and how bravely you begin. 

And so as this new calendar is joyously begun, 

may God be with you every day until the year is done . 



 

January 2021 

 

From the Pastor’s Pen . . .  

 

It’s strange, sometimes, the kinds of things that will stick with you. Many, 
many moons ago while in technical college, one of the requirements for the 
engineering degree I was pursuing was a course entitled “Principles of Supervi-
sion.” It had the reputation of being one of the more boring courses in the en-
gineering curriculum. It did not disappoint. In fact, I can’t say that I remember 
much of anything from the course—anything, that is, except one little maxim 
that stuck with me through the years: “Responsibility without authority is the 
formula for an ulcer.”  

Unlike some sayings of dubious worth, this one has proved to be true and in-
valuable again and again in my own life and in the lives of many I have coun-
seled in industry, in ministry, and in the stuff of day-to-day life. Taken a prov-
erb, it is instructive. Responsibility without authority produces stress that is 
unhealthy, counterproductive, and of a sort not approved by our Creator. Tak-
en as a principle, it is diagnostic. Responsibility without authority is certainly 
not the only potential source of stress in an individual’s life, but it is surely one 
of the biggest. When trying to identify the source of stress in our lives, we do 
well to look for responsibility (whether assumed or actual) without having the 
authority to fulfill it. Taken as a precept, it is cautionary. To the extent possi-
ble, in life and in the workplace, avoid accepting or assuming responsibilities 
without concomitant authority. 

2020 was tough. To say that the past year has been “stressful” would be the 
understatement of the decade! Pandemic. Riots. Political shenanigans. Natural 
disasters. Cancel culture. In America, many have awoken to the realization that 
the fragile threads that bind our republic together are far more frayed than we 
ever imagined. What do all of these stressors have in common? Each one 
speaks of an insufferable condition that we feel must be fixed (responsibility) 
but lack the power (authority) to address. Much of the personal stress we ex-
perienced in 2020 comes from our response to things we have no direct power 
to change. 

Hopefully, 2021 will bring fewer of the challenges each of us faced in the past 
year. But let’s face it. The underlying conditions behind many of the stressors 
of the past year will be essentially unchanged when the clock ticks past mid-
night on December 31. So, what can we actually do to make  (continued on page 3) 
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STUDENT MINISTRY 

We have finally made it to 2021. I am hearing from 
just about everyone that 2020 has been one of if not 
the toughest year of their lives. I am hoping and 
praying that 2021 will be better and I wish each of 
you a blessed and happy new year. 
 
Most of the time at the beginning of the year I cen-
ter around the idea of starting fresh, or something to 
that extent. This month will be different, but not be-
cause I see something wrong with the past practice. 
As is the case every month, I will be writing to you 
about what God has placed on my heart.  
 
Recently, I have been saddened to see the amount 
of people rationalizing sin. I understand unbelievers 
acting immoral. While there is no doubt that God has 
placed morality in the hearts of man, we can be cer-
tain that we live in a fallen world. Without Christ we 
are doomed to be consumed by our sinful nature. 
What troubles me is that many people, who claim to 
be followers of Jesus, live in opposition to what the 
Bible teaches. Feelings are being chosen over facts 
listed in God’s word. Instead of thinking my sinful 
heart is leading me astray many people are saying 
that the Bible is wrong or out of date. One of the pri-
mary places I have seen this is homosexuality. You 
can’t honestly read the Bible and say that God thinks 
living in that manner is okay. There are far too many 
verses throughout the Bible that speak against this 
sinful act. It’s not brave to fall into sin, but it is brave 
and courageous to stand against sin in a sinful world. 
I am full of my faults and areas in which I need to 
change. I do not want to come across as self-
righteous or anything like that. I am simply trying to 
stand for the truth revealed in God’s word. If God 
has used this to somehow convict your heart, as it 
has mine, I encourage you to seek God and ask Him 
to change your heart. Don’t make the mistake of 
many and look at God through the eyes of the world. 
Look at the world through what has been revealed in 
God’s word. 
 
In Christ, 
Isaac Walton 
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(Pastor’s Pen, continued)  

2021 a better, less stressful year? We can learn not to fret the things we cannot fix. Allow me to suggest a simple, 
biblical strategy for the coming year. 

 1. Address whatever you have authority to change. Whenever and wherever it is in our power do good 
  and effect positive change, Scripture is clear that we should. There is much, of course, that is beyond 
  our ability in the natural world. I cannot develop a vaccine, stop a riot, or sign legislation into law. 
  But I can change my attitude, guard my heart, and be a voice for Christ. The natural world is in many 
  ways just a shadow of the spiritual realm where the true battle rages. As believers, we are ambassa-
  dors plenipotentiary for Christ and have been given authority in His name. With great authority  
  comes great responsibility to intercede where the battle rages for the souls of men and the cause of 
  Christ. Pray as you are led, change what you can, and rest in the confidence that you have done  
  what you can by the grace of God. 

 2. Adapt and adjust where you must. God’s timing is always perfect, but rarely conforms to the sched
  ules we set. God’s ways are always good, but His ways are not our ways and are often hidden to our 
  eyes. When our ways run afoul of the providence of God, guess who needs to change! As Henry 
  Blackaby wrote in his study Experiencing God, we often must make major adjustments in our lives in 
  order to walk with Him. God engineers the circumstances of the faithful believer. Rather than be 
  found kicking against God, adapt and adjust. I recently learned of a conversation between two  
  coworkers discussing the pandemic and what the future would look like if things did not change. 
  One remarked, “Well, I guess we’ll just have to live with it.” “No,” the other one corrected, “We’ll 
  make the best of it.” When in the providence of God things don’t go according to our wishes or  
  plans, adapt and adjust to God’s ways. They are always best. 

 3. Acknowledge what you cannot change, and leave it with the One who can. Some things are above 
  our pay grade. A dear old professor of mine once remarked that he “resigned as general manager of 
  the universe a long time ago.” He learned the secret of leaving the world and all its complexities in 
  the hands of God—exactly where they belong. In His sermon on the mount, Jesus told His disciples 
  to “consider the lilies” that neither toil or spin, but Solomon in all his glory was not dressed as finely 
  as them” (Matt. 6:28–30). The things that God has not put in our charge are best left in His care. 

Perhaps by now you’ve realized that I’ve taken nearly a thousand words to say what was expressed in a few 
words in a simple prayer originally penned by theologian Reinhold Niebuhr. It is called the Serenity Prayer, and 
usually quoted as follows: 

 

God, grant me the serenity to accept the things I cannot change, 

Courage to change the things I can, 

And wisdom to know the difference. 

 

As we move boldly and confidently into the new year, may this be our prayer, and may our God be our peace. 

 

Pastor Mark 

 

 

MUSIC NOTES 

Happy New Year 2021 
 
I want to wish everyone a great and happy New 
Year. If you are like me 2020 is a year to remember. 
As we start this 2021 year, let's keep focused on 
sharing God's word to others and worshipping to-
gether. Let's not forget that worship is something we 
do on a daily basis and let's not lose sight of that. 
Praise His name in song in reading of God’s word 
and time praying. We say at Christmas season that 
Jesus is the reason for the season. Jesus is the rea-
son for all seasons and let us share that reason with 
others. I want to challenge you to worship and 
spend time with Him every day.  
 
Let's make this new year a year for the Lord and 
sharing His love. 
 
Praise ye the lord  
Bryan  

What’s Happening 

In person every Sunday morning Bible Fellowship begins at 

9:45 a.m. every Sunday morning, followed immediately by an 

11:00 a.m. service for a message from God’s word through 

song and word. The 11:00 a.m. worship time can also be 

viewed on the Glenwood Baptist Facebook Page or at 

gbcor.org. 

Wednesday evening services have resumed. 

Please call the Church Office @ 865-483-7436 or email 

office@gbcor.org with any questions. 

A Blessed Year  by Richard Wright 

God bless you on this New Year’s Day, and all throughout the 

year.  

And may it be your happiest, with every moment, dear. 

Each moment of the days and weeks, and every month in 

store 

with progress toward whatever goal your heart is striving for.  

Whatever days have disappeared, the past is over now. 

And all the future hinges on, how well you keep your vow.  

Your New Year’s resolution and your eagerness to win  

depend on how sincerely and how bravely you begin. 

And so as this new calendar is joyously begun, 

may God be with you every day until the year is done . 
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From the Pastor’s Pen . . .  

 

It’s strange, sometimes, the kinds of things that will stick with you. Many, 
many moons ago while in technical college, one of the requirements for the 
engineering degree I was pursuing was a course entitled “Principles of Supervi-
sion.” It had the reputation of being one of the more boring courses in the en-
gineering curriculum. It did not disappoint. In fact, I can’t say that I remember 
much of anything from the course—anything, that is, except one little maxim 
that stuck with me through the years: “Responsibility without authority is the 
formula for an ulcer.”  

Unlike some sayings of dubious worth, this one has proved to be true and in-
valuable again and again in my own life and in the lives of many I have coun-
seled in industry, in ministry, and in the stuff of day-to-day life. Taken a prov-
erb, it is instructive. Responsibility without authority produces stress that is 
unhealthy, counterproductive, and of a sort not approved by our Creator. Tak-
en as a principle, it is diagnostic. Responsibility without authority is certainly 
not the only potential source of stress in an individual’s life, but it is surely one 
of the biggest. When trying to identify the source of stress in our lives, we do 
well to look for responsibility (whether assumed or actual) without having the 
authority to fulfill it. Taken as a precept, it is cautionary. To the extent possi-
ble, in life and in the workplace, avoid accepting or assuming responsibilities 
without concomitant authority. 

2020 was tough. To say that the past year has been “stressful” would be the 
understatement of the decade! Pandemic. Riots. Political shenanigans. Natural 
disasters. Cancel culture. In America, many have awoken to the realization that 
the fragile threads that bind our republic together are far more frayed than we 
ever imagined. What do all of these stressors have in common? Each one 
speaks of an insufferable condition that we feel must be fixed (responsibility) 
but lack the power (authority) to address. Much of the personal stress we ex-
perienced in 2020 comes from our response to things we have no direct power 
to change. 

Hopefully, 2021 will bring fewer of the challenges each of us faced in the past 
year. But let’s face it. The underlying conditions behind many of the stressors 
of the past year will be essentially unchanged when the clock ticks past mid-
night on December 31. So, what can we actually do to make  (continued on page 3) 
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STUDENT MINISTRY 

We have finally made it to 2021. I am hearing from 
just about everyone that 2020 has been one of if not 
the toughest year of their lives. I am hoping and 
praying that 2021 will be better and I wish each of 
you a blessed and happy new year. 
 
Most of the time at the beginning of the year I cen-
ter around the idea of starting fresh, or something to 
that extent. This month will be different, but not be-
cause I see something wrong with the past practice. 
As is the case every month, I will be writing to you 
about what God has placed on my heart.  
 
Recently, I have been saddened to see the amount 
of people rationalizing sin. I understand unbelievers 
acting immoral. While there is no doubt that God has 
placed morality in the hearts of man, we can be cer-
tain that we live in a fallen world. Without Christ we 
are doomed to be consumed by our sinful nature. 
What troubles me is that many people, who claim to 
be followers of Jesus, live in opposition to what the 
Bible teaches. Feelings are being chosen over facts 
listed in God’s word. Instead of thinking my sinful 
heart is leading me astray many people are saying 
that the Bible is wrong or out of date. One of the pri-
mary places I have seen this is homosexuality. You 
can’t honestly read the Bible and say that God thinks 
living in that manner is okay. There are far too many 
verses throughout the Bible that speak against this 
sinful act. It’s not brave to fall into sin, but it is brave 
and courageous to stand against sin in a sinful world. 
I am full of my faults and areas in which I need to 
change. I do not want to come across as self-
righteous or anything like that. I am simply trying to 
stand for the truth revealed in God’s word. If God 
has used this to somehow convict your heart, as it 
has mine, I encourage you to seek God and ask Him 
to change your heart. Don’t make the mistake of 
many and look at God through the eyes of the world. 
Look at the world through what has been revealed in 
God’s word. 
 
In Christ, 
Isaac Walton 

 
 

January 2021 January 2021 

(Pastor’s Pen, continued)  

2021 a better, less stressful year? We can learn not to fret the things we cannot fix. Allow me to suggest a simple, 
biblical strategy for the coming year. 

 1. Address whatever you have authority to change. Whenever and wherever it is in our power do good 
  and effect positive change, Scripture is clear that we should. There is much, of course, that is beyond 
  our ability in the natural world. I cannot develop a vaccine, stop a riot, or sign legislation into law. 
  But I can change my attitude, guard my heart, and be a voice for Christ. The natural world is in many 
  ways just a shadow of the spiritual realm where the true battle rages. As believers, we are ambassa-
  dors plenipotentiary for Christ and have been given authority in His name. With great authority  
  comes great responsibility to intercede where the battle rages for the souls of men and the cause of 
  Christ. Pray as you are led, change what you can, and rest in the confidence that you have done  
  what you can by the grace of God. 

 2. Adapt and adjust where you must. God’s timing is always perfect, but rarely conforms to the sched
  ules we set. God’s ways are always good, but His ways are not our ways and are often hidden to our 
  eyes. When our ways run afoul of the providence of God, guess who needs to change! As Henry 
  Blackaby wrote in his study Experiencing God, we often must make major adjustments in our lives in 
  order to walk with Him. God engineers the circumstances of the faithful believer. Rather than be 
  found kicking against God, adapt and adjust. I recently learned of a conversation between two  
  coworkers discussing the pandemic and what the future would look like if things did not change. 
  One remarked, “Well, I guess we’ll just have to live with it.” “No,” the other one corrected, “We’ll 
  make the best of it.” When in the providence of God things don’t go according to our wishes or  
  plans, adapt and adjust to God’s ways. They are always best. 

 3. Acknowledge what you cannot change, and leave it with the One who can. Some things are above 
  our pay grade. A dear old professor of mine once remarked that he “resigned as general manager of 
  the universe a long time ago.” He learned the secret of leaving the world and all its complexities in 
  the hands of God—exactly where they belong. In His sermon on the mount, Jesus told His disciples 
  to “consider the lilies” that neither toil or spin, but Solomon in all his glory was not dressed as finely 
  as them” (Matt. 6:28–30). The things that God has not put in our charge are best left in His care. 

Perhaps by now you’ve realized that I’ve taken nearly a thousand words to say what was expressed in a few 
words in a simple prayer originally penned by theologian Reinhold Niebuhr. It is called the Serenity Prayer, and 
usually quoted as follows: 

 

God, grant me the serenity to accept the things I cannot change, 

Courage to change the things I can, 

And wisdom to know the difference. 

 

As we move boldly and confidently into the new year, may this be our prayer, and may our God be our peace. 

 

Pastor Mark 

 

 

MUSIC NOTES 

Happy New Year 2021 
 
I want to wish everyone a great and happy New 
Year. If you are like me 2020 is a year to remember. 
As we start this 2021 year, let's keep focused on 
sharing God's word to others and worshipping to-
gether. Let's not forget that worship is something we 
do on a daily basis and let's not lose sight of that. 
Praise His name in song in reading of God’s word 
and time praying. We say at Christmas season that 
Jesus is the reason for the season. Jesus is the rea-
son for all seasons and let us share that reason with 
others. I want to challenge you to worship and 
spend time with Him every day.  
 
Let's make this new year a year for the Lord and 
sharing His love. 
 
Praise ye the lord  
Bryan  

What’s Happening 

In person every Sunday morning Bible Fellowship begins at 

9:45 a.m. every Sunday morning, followed immediately by an 

11:00 a.m. service for a message from God’s word through 

song and word. The 11:00 a.m. worship time can also be 

viewed on the Glenwood Baptist Facebook Page or at 

gbcor.org. 

Wednesday evening services have resumed. 

Please call the Church Office @ 865-483-7436 or email 

office@gbcor.org with any questions. 

A Blessed Year  by Richard Wright 

God bless you on this New Year’s Day, and all throughout the 

year.  

And may it be your happiest, with every moment, dear. 

Each moment of the days and weeks, and every month in 

store 

with progress toward whatever goal your heart is striving for.  

Whatever days have disappeared, the past is over now. 

And all the future hinges on, how well you keep your vow.  

Your New Year’s resolution and your eagerness to win  

depend on how sincerely and how bravely you begin. 

And so as this new calendar is joyously begun, 

may God be with you every day until the year is done . 



 

January 2021 

 

From the Pastor’s Pen . . .  

 

It’s strange, sometimes, the kinds of things that will stick with you. Many, 
many moons ago while in technical college, one of the requirements for the 
engineering degree I was pursuing was a course entitled “Principles of Supervi-
sion.” It had the reputation of being one of the more boring courses in the en-
gineering curriculum. It did not disappoint. In fact, I can’t say that I remember 
much of anything from the course—anything, that is, except one little maxim 
that stuck with me through the years: “Responsibility without authority is the 
formula for an ulcer.”  

Unlike some sayings of dubious worth, this one has proved to be true and in-
valuable again and again in my own life and in the lives of many I have coun-
seled in industry, in ministry, and in the stuff of day-to-day life. Taken a prov-
erb, it is instructive. Responsibility without authority produces stress that is 
unhealthy, counterproductive, and of a sort not approved by our Creator. Tak-
en as a principle, it is diagnostic. Responsibility without authority is certainly 
not the only potential source of stress in an individual’s life, but it is surely one 
of the biggest. When trying to identify the source of stress in our lives, we do 
well to look for responsibility (whether assumed or actual) without having the 
authority to fulfill it. Taken as a precept, it is cautionary. To the extent possi-
ble, in life and in the workplace, avoid accepting or assuming responsibilities 
without concomitant authority. 

2020 was tough. To say that the past year has been “stressful” would be the 
understatement of the decade! Pandemic. Riots. Political shenanigans. Natural 
disasters. Cancel culture. In America, many have awoken to the realization that 
the fragile threads that bind our republic together are far more frayed than we 
ever imagined. What do all of these stressors have in common? Each one 
speaks of an insufferable condition that we feel must be fixed (responsibility) 
but lack the power (authority) to address. Much of the personal stress we ex-
perienced in 2020 comes from our response to things we have no direct power 
to change. 

Hopefully, 2021 will bring fewer of the challenges each of us faced in the past 
year. But let’s face it. The underlying conditions behind many of the stressors 
of the past year will be essentially unchanged when the clock ticks past mid-
night on December 31. So, what can we actually do to make  (continued on page 3) 
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STUDENT MINISTRY 

We have finally made it to 2021. I am hearing from 
just about everyone that 2020 has been one of if not 
the toughest year of their lives. I am hoping and 
praying that 2021 will be better and I wish each of 
you a blessed and happy new year. 
 
Most of the time at the beginning of the year I cen-
ter around the idea of starting fresh, or something to 
that extent. This month will be different, but not be-
cause I see something wrong with the past practice. 
As is the case every month, I will be writing to you 
about what God has placed on my heart.  
 
Recently, I have been saddened to see the amount 
of people rationalizing sin. I understand unbelievers 
acting immoral. While there is no doubt that God has 
placed morality in the hearts of man, we can be cer-
tain that we live in a fallen world. Without Christ we 
are doomed to be consumed by our sinful nature. 
What troubles me is that many people, who claim to 
be followers of Jesus, live in opposition to what the 
Bible teaches. Feelings are being chosen over facts 
listed in God’s word. Instead of thinking my sinful 
heart is leading me astray many people are saying 
that the Bible is wrong or out of date. One of the pri-
mary places I have seen this is homosexuality. You 
can’t honestly read the Bible and say that God thinks 
living in that manner is okay. There are far too many 
verses throughout the Bible that speak against this 
sinful act. It’s not brave to fall into sin, but it is brave 
and courageous to stand against sin in a sinful world. 
I am full of my faults and areas in which I need to 
change. I do not want to come across as self-
righteous or anything like that. I am simply trying to 
stand for the truth revealed in God’s word. If God 
has used this to somehow convict your heart, as it 
has mine, I encourage you to seek God and ask Him 
to change your heart. Don’t make the mistake of 
many and look at God through the eyes of the world. 
Look at the world through what has been revealed in 
God’s word. 
 
In Christ, 
Isaac Walton 

 
 

January 2021 January 2021 

(Pastor’s Pen, continued)  

2021 a better, less stressful year? We can learn not to fret the things we cannot fix. Allow me to suggest a simple, 
biblical strategy for the coming year. 

 1. Address whatever you have authority to change. Whenever and wherever it is in our power do good 
  and effect positive change, Scripture is clear that we should. There is much, of course, that is beyond 
  our ability in the natural world. I cannot develop a vaccine, stop a riot, or sign legislation into law. 
  But I can change my attitude, guard my heart, and be a voice for Christ. The natural world is in many 
  ways just a shadow of the spiritual realm where the true battle rages. As believers, we are ambassa-
  dors plenipotentiary for Christ and have been given authority in His name. With great authority  
  comes great responsibility to intercede where the battle rages for the souls of men and the cause of 
  Christ. Pray as you are led, change what you can, and rest in the confidence that you have done  
  what you can by the grace of God. 

 2. Adapt and adjust where you must. God’s timing is always perfect, but rarely conforms to the sched
  ules we set. God’s ways are always good, but His ways are not our ways and are often hidden to our 
  eyes. When our ways run afoul of the providence of God, guess who needs to change! As Henry 
  Blackaby wrote in his study Experiencing God, we often must make major adjustments in our lives in 
  order to walk with Him. God engineers the circumstances of the faithful believer. Rather than be 
  found kicking against God, adapt and adjust. I recently learned of a conversation between two  
  coworkers discussing the pandemic and what the future would look like if things did not change. 
  One remarked, “Well, I guess we’ll just have to live with it.” “No,” the other one corrected, “We’ll 
  make the best of it.” When in the providence of God things don’t go according to our wishes or  
  plans, adapt and adjust to God’s ways. They are always best. 

 3. Acknowledge what you cannot change, and leave it with the One who can. Some things are above 
  our pay grade. A dear old professor of mine once remarked that he “resigned as general manager of 
  the universe a long time ago.” He learned the secret of leaving the world and all its complexities in 
  the hands of God—exactly where they belong. In His sermon on the mount, Jesus told His disciples 
  to “consider the lilies” that neither toil or spin, but Solomon in all his glory was not dressed as finely 
  as them” (Matt. 6:28–30). The things that God has not put in our charge are best left in His care. 

Perhaps by now you’ve realized that I’ve taken nearly a thousand words to say what was expressed in a few 
words in a simple prayer originally penned by theologian Reinhold Niebuhr. It is called the Serenity Prayer, and 
usually quoted as follows: 

 

God, grant me the serenity to accept the things I cannot change, 

Courage to change the things I can, 

And wisdom to know the difference. 

 

As we move boldly and confidently into the new year, may this be our prayer, and may our God be our peace. 

 

Pastor Mark 

 

 

MUSIC NOTES 

Happy New Year 2021 
 
I want to wish everyone a great and happy New 
Year. If you are like me 2020 is a year to remember. 
As we start this 2021 year, let's keep focused on 
sharing God's word to others and worshipping to-
gether. Let's not forget that worship is something we 
do on a daily basis and let's not lose sight of that. 
Praise His name in song in reading of God’s word 
and time praying. We say at Christmas season that 
Jesus is the reason for the season. Jesus is the rea-
son for all seasons and let us share that reason with 
others. I want to challenge you to worship and 
spend time with Him every day.  
 
Let's make this new year a year for the Lord and 
sharing His love. 
 
Praise ye the lord  
Bryan  

What’s Happening 

In person every Sunday morning Bible Fellowship begins at 

9:45 a.m. every Sunday morning, followed immediately by an 

11:00 a.m. service for a message from God’s word through 

song and word. The 11:00 a.m. worship time can also be 

viewed on the Glenwood Baptist Facebook Page or at 

gbcor.org. 

Wednesday evening services have resumed. 

Please call the Church Office @ 865-483-7436 or email 

office@gbcor.org with any questions. 

A Blessed Year  by Richard Wright 

God bless you on this New Year’s Day, and all throughout the 

year.  

And may it be your happiest, with every moment, dear. 

Each moment of the days and weeks, and every month in 

store 

with progress toward whatever goal your heart is striving for.  

Whatever days have disappeared, the past is over now. 

And all the future hinges on, how well you keep your vow.  

Your New Year’s resolution and your eagerness to win  

depend on how sincerely and how bravely you begin. 

And so as this new calendar is joyously begun, 

may God be with you every day until the year is done . 



 

January 2021 

 

From the Pastor’s Pen . . .  

 

It’s strange, sometimes, the kinds of things that will stick with you. Many, 
many moons ago while in technical college, one of the requirements for the 
engineering degree I was pursuing was a course entitled “Principles of Supervi-
sion.” It had the reputation of being one of the more boring courses in the en-
gineering curriculum. It did not disappoint. In fact, I can’t say that I remember 
much of anything from the course—anything, that is, except one little maxim 
that stuck with me through the years: “Responsibility without authority is the 
formula for an ulcer.”  

Unlike some sayings of dubious worth, this one has proved to be true and in-
valuable again and again in my own life and in the lives of many I have coun-
seled in industry, in ministry, and in the stuff of day-to-day life. Taken a prov-
erb, it is instructive. Responsibility without authority produces stress that is 
unhealthy, counterproductive, and of a sort not approved by our Creator. Tak-
en as a principle, it is diagnostic. Responsibility without authority is certainly 
not the only potential source of stress in an individual’s life, but it is surely one 
of the biggest. When trying to identify the source of stress in our lives, we do 
well to look for responsibility (whether assumed or actual) without having the 
authority to fulfill it. Taken as a precept, it is cautionary. To the extent possi-
ble, in life and in the workplace, avoid accepting or assuming responsibilities 
without concomitant authority. 

2020 was tough. To say that the past year has been “stressful” would be the 
understatement of the decade! Pandemic. Riots. Political shenanigans. Natural 
disasters. Cancel culture. In America, many have awoken to the realization that 
the fragile threads that bind our republic together are far more frayed than we 
ever imagined. What do all of these stressors have in common? Each one 
speaks of an insufferable condition that we feel must be fixed (responsibility) 
but lack the power (authority) to address. Much of the personal stress we ex-
perienced in 2020 comes from our response to things we have no direct power 
to change. 

Hopefully, 2021 will bring fewer of the challenges each of us faced in the past 
year. But let’s face it. The underlying conditions behind many of the stressors 
of the past year will be essentially unchanged when the clock ticks past mid-
night on December 31. So, what can we actually do to make  (continued on page 3) 
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 8  Gerald Pierce 
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STUDENT MINISTRY 

We have finally made it to 2021. I am hearing from 
just about everyone that 2020 has been one of if not 
the toughest year of their lives. I am hoping and 
praying that 2021 will be better and I wish each of 
you a blessed and happy new year. 
 
Most of the time at the beginning of the year I cen-
ter around the idea of starting fresh, or something to 
that extent. This month will be different, but not be-
cause I see something wrong with the past practice. 
As is the case every month, I will be writing to you 
about what God has placed on my heart.  
 
Recently, I have been saddened to see the amount 
of people rationalizing sin. I understand unbelievers 
acting immoral. While there is no doubt that God has 
placed morality in the hearts of man, we can be cer-
tain that we live in a fallen world. Without Christ we 
are doomed to be consumed by our sinful nature. 
What troubles me is that many people, who claim to 
be followers of Jesus, live in opposition to what the 
Bible teaches. Feelings are being chosen over facts 
listed in God’s word. Instead of thinking my sinful 
heart is leading me astray many people are saying 
that the Bible is wrong or out of date. One of the pri-
mary places I have seen this is homosexuality. You 
can’t honestly read the Bible and say that God thinks 
living in that manner is okay. There are far too many 
verses throughout the Bible that speak against this 
sinful act. It’s not brave to fall into sin, but it is brave 
and courageous to stand against sin in a sinful world. 
I am full of my faults and areas in which I need to 
change. I do not want to come across as self-
righteous or anything like that. I am simply trying to 
stand for the truth revealed in God’s word. If God 
has used this to somehow convict your heart, as it 
has mine, I encourage you to seek God and ask Him 
to change your heart. Don’t make the mistake of 
many and look at God through the eyes of the world. 
Look at the world through what has been revealed in 
God’s word. 
 
In Christ, 
Isaac Walton 
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(Pastor’s Pen, continued)  

2021 a better, less stressful year? We can learn not to fret the things we cannot fix. Allow me to suggest a simple, 
biblical strategy for the coming year. 

 1. Address whatever you have authority to change. Whenever and wherever it is in our power do good 
  and effect positive change, Scripture is clear that we should. There is much, of course, that is beyond 
  our ability in the natural world. I cannot develop a vaccine, stop a riot, or sign legislation into law. 
  But I can change my attitude, guard my heart, and be a voice for Christ. The natural world is in many 
  ways just a shadow of the spiritual realm where the true battle rages. As believers, we are ambassa-
  dors plenipotentiary for Christ and have been given authority in His name. With great authority  
  comes great responsibility to intercede where the battle rages for the souls of men and the cause of 
  Christ. Pray as you are led, change what you can, and rest in the confidence that you have done  
  what you can by the grace of God. 

 2. Adapt and adjust where you must. God’s timing is always perfect, but rarely conforms to the sched
  ules we set. God’s ways are always good, but His ways are not our ways and are often hidden to our 
  eyes. When our ways run afoul of the providence of God, guess who needs to change! As Henry 
  Blackaby wrote in his study Experiencing God, we often must make major adjustments in our lives in 
  order to walk with Him. God engineers the circumstances of the faithful believer. Rather than be 
  found kicking against God, adapt and adjust. I recently learned of a conversation between two  
  coworkers discussing the pandemic and what the future would look like if things did not change. 
  One remarked, “Well, I guess we’ll just have to live with it.” “No,” the other one corrected, “We’ll 
  make the best of it.” When in the providence of God things don’t go according to our wishes or  
  plans, adapt and adjust to God’s ways. They are always best. 

 3. Acknowledge what you cannot change, and leave it with the One who can. Some things are above 
  our pay grade. A dear old professor of mine once remarked that he “resigned as general manager of 
  the universe a long time ago.” He learned the secret of leaving the world and all its complexities in 
  the hands of God—exactly where they belong. In His sermon on the mount, Jesus told His disciples 
  to “consider the lilies” that neither toil or spin, but Solomon in all his glory was not dressed as finely 
  as them” (Matt. 6:28–30). The things that God has not put in our charge are best left in His care. 

Perhaps by now you’ve realized that I’ve taken nearly a thousand words to say what was expressed in a few 
words in a simple prayer originally penned by theologian Reinhold Niebuhr. It is called the Serenity Prayer, and 
usually quoted as follows: 

 

God, grant me the serenity to accept the things I cannot change, 

Courage to change the things I can, 

And wisdom to know the difference. 

 

As we move boldly and confidently into the new year, may this be our prayer, and may our God be our peace. 

 

Pastor Mark 

 

 

MUSIC NOTES 

Happy New Year 2021 
 
I want to wish everyone a great and happy New 
Year. If you are like me 2020 is a year to remember. 
As we start this 2021 year, let's keep focused on 
sharing God's word to others and worshipping to-
gether. Let's not forget that worship is something we 
do on a daily basis and let's not lose sight of that. 
Praise His name in song in reading of God’s word 
and time praying. We say at Christmas season that 
Jesus is the reason for the season. Jesus is the rea-
son for all seasons and let us share that reason with 
others. I want to challenge you to worship and 
spend time with Him every day.  
 
Let's make this new year a year for the Lord and 
sharing His love. 
 
Praise ye the lord  
Bryan  

What’s Happening 

In person every Sunday morning Bible Fellowship begins at 

9:45 a.m. every Sunday morning, followed immediately by an 

11:00 a.m. service for a message from God’s word through 

song and word. The 11:00 a.m. worship time can also be 

viewed on the Glenwood Baptist Facebook Page or at 

gbcor.org. 

Wednesday evening services have resumed. 

Please call the Church Office @ 865-483-7436 or email 

office@gbcor.org with any questions. 

A Blessed Year  by Richard Wright 

God bless you on this New Year’s Day, and all throughout the 

year.  

And may it be your happiest, with every moment, dear. 

Each moment of the days and weeks, and every month in 

store 

with progress toward whatever goal your heart is striving for.  

Whatever days have disappeared, the past is over now. 

And all the future hinges on, how well you keep your vow.  

Your New Year’s resolution and your eagerness to win  

depend on how sincerely and how bravely you begin. 

And so as this new calendar is joyously begun, 

may God be with you every day until the year is done . 



 

January 2021 

 

From the Pastor’s Pen . . .  

 

It’s strange, sometimes, the kinds of things that will stick with you. Many, 
many moons ago while in technical college, one of the requirements for the 
engineering degree I was pursuing was a course entitled “Principles of Supervi-
sion.” It had the reputation of being one of the more boring courses in the en-
gineering curriculum. It did not disappoint. In fact, I can’t say that I remember 
much of anything from the course—anything, that is, except one little maxim 
that stuck with me through the years: “Responsibility without authority is the 
formula for an ulcer.”  

Unlike some sayings of dubious worth, this one has proved to be true and in-
valuable again and again in my own life and in the lives of many I have coun-
seled in industry, in ministry, and in the stuff of day-to-day life. Taken a prov-
erb, it is instructive. Responsibility without authority produces stress that is 
unhealthy, counterproductive, and of a sort not approved by our Creator. Tak-
en as a principle, it is diagnostic. Responsibility without authority is certainly 
not the only potential source of stress in an individual’s life, but it is surely one 
of the biggest. When trying to identify the source of stress in our lives, we do 
well to look for responsibility (whether assumed or actual) without having the 
authority to fulfill it. Taken as a precept, it is cautionary. To the extent possi-
ble, in life and in the workplace, avoid accepting or assuming responsibilities 
without concomitant authority. 

2020 was tough. To say that the past year has been “stressful” would be the 
understatement of the decade! Pandemic. Riots. Political shenanigans. Natural 
disasters. Cancel culture. In America, many have awoken to the realization that 
the fragile threads that bind our republic together are far more frayed than we 
ever imagined. What do all of these stressors have in common? Each one 
speaks of an insufferable condition that we feel must be fixed (responsibility) 
but lack the power (authority) to address. Much of the personal stress we ex-
perienced in 2020 comes from our response to things we have no direct power 
to change. 

Hopefully, 2021 will bring fewer of the challenges each of us faced in the past 
year. But let’s face it. The underlying conditions behind many of the stressors 
of the past year will be essentially unchanged when the clock ticks past mid-
night on December 31. So, what can we actually do to make  (continued on page 3) 
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Happy Birthday! 

 

JANUARY 

 1  Sandy Walton 

 2  Ethan Hewitt 

 6  Isaac Walton 

 

JANUARY 

 8  Gerald Pierce 

 9  Rose Farahi 

 13  Mary Crouse 

 13  Lovie Rowell 

 24  Harold Tidwell 

  

  

  

 

  

  



STUDENT MINISTRY 

We have finally made it to 2021. I am hearing from 
just about everyone that 2020 has been one of if not 
the toughest year of their lives. I am hoping and 
praying that 2021 will be better and I wish each of 
you a blessed and happy new year. 
 
Most of the time at the beginning of the year I cen-
ter around the idea of starting fresh, or something to 
that extent. This month will be different, but not be-
cause I see something wrong with the past practice. 
As is the case every month, I will be writing to you 
about what God has placed on my heart.  
 
Recently, I have been saddened to see the amount 
of people rationalizing sin. I understand unbelievers 
acting immoral. While there is no doubt that God has 
placed morality in the hearts of man, we can be cer-
tain that we live in a fallen world. Without Christ we 
are doomed to be consumed by our sinful nature. 
What troubles me is that many people, who claim to 
be followers of Jesus, live in opposition to what the 
Bible teaches. Feelings are being chosen over facts 
listed in God’s word. Instead of thinking my sinful 
heart is leading me astray many people are saying 
that the Bible is wrong or out of date. One of the pri-
mary places I have seen this is homosexuality. You 
can’t honestly read the Bible and say that God thinks 
living in that manner is okay. There are far too many 
verses throughout the Bible that speak against this 
sinful act. It’s not brave to fall into sin, but it is brave 
and courageous to stand against sin in a sinful world. 
I am full of my faults and areas in which I need to 
change. I do not want to come across as self-
righteous or anything like that. I am simply trying to 
stand for the truth revealed in God’s word. If God 
has used this to somehow convict your heart, as it 
has mine, I encourage you to seek God and ask Him 
to change your heart. Don’t make the mistake of 
many and look at God through the eyes of the world. 
Look at the world through what has been revealed in 
God’s word. 
 
In Christ, 
Isaac Walton 
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(Pastor’s Pen, continued)  

2021 a better, less stressful year? We can learn not to fret the things we cannot fix. Allow me to suggest a simple, 
biblical strategy for the coming year. 

 1. Address whatever you have authority to change. Whenever and wherever it is in our power do good 
  and effect positive change, Scripture is clear that we should. There is much, of course, that is beyond 
  our ability in the natural world. I cannot develop a vaccine, stop a riot, or sign legislation into law. 
  But I can change my attitude, guard my heart, and be a voice for Christ. The natural world is in many 
  ways just a shadow of the spiritual realm where the true battle rages. As believers, we are ambassa-
  dors plenipotentiary for Christ and have been given authority in His name. With great authority  
  comes great responsibility to intercede where the battle rages for the souls of men and the cause of 
  Christ. Pray as you are led, change what you can, and rest in the confidence that you have done  
  what you can by the grace of God. 

 2. Adapt and adjust where you must. God’s timing is always perfect, but rarely conforms to the sched
  ules we set. God’s ways are always good, but His ways are not our ways and are often hidden to our 
  eyes. When our ways run afoul of the providence of God, guess who needs to change! As Henry 
  Blackaby wrote in his study Experiencing God, we often must make major adjustments in our lives in 
  order to walk with Him. God engineers the circumstances of the faithful believer. Rather than be 
  found kicking against God, adapt and adjust. I recently learned of a conversation between two  
  coworkers discussing the pandemic and what the future would look like if things did not change. 
  One remarked, “Well, I guess we’ll just have to live with it.” “No,” the other one corrected, “We’ll 
  make the best of it.” When in the providence of God things don’t go according to our wishes or  
  plans, adapt and adjust to God’s ways. They are always best. 

 3. Acknowledge what you cannot change, and leave it with the One who can. Some things are above 
  our pay grade. A dear old professor of mine once remarked that he “resigned as general manager of 
  the universe a long time ago.” He learned the secret of leaving the world and all its complexities in 
  the hands of God—exactly where they belong. In His sermon on the mount, Jesus told His disciples 
  to “consider the lilies” that neither toil or spin, but Solomon in all his glory was not dressed as finely 
  as them” (Matt. 6:28–30). The things that God has not put in our charge are best left in His care. 

Perhaps by now you’ve realized that I’ve taken nearly a thousand words to say what was expressed in a few 
words in a simple prayer originally penned by theologian Reinhold Niebuhr. It is called the Serenity Prayer, and 
usually quoted as follows: 

 

God, grant me the serenity to accept the things I cannot change, 

Courage to change the things I can, 

And wisdom to know the difference. 

 

As we move boldly and confidently into the new year, may this be our prayer, and may our God be our peace. 

 

Pastor Mark 

 

 

MUSIC NOTES 

Happy New Year 2021 
 
I want to wish everyone a great and happy New 
Year. If you are like me 2020 is a year to remember. 
As we start this 2021 year, let's keep focused on 
sharing God's word to others and worshipping to-
gether. Let's not forget that worship is something we 
do on a daily basis and let's not lose sight of that. 
Praise His name in song in reading of God’s word 
and time praying. We say at Christmas season that 
Jesus is the reason for the season. Jesus is the rea-
son for all seasons and let us share that reason with 
others. I want to challenge you to worship and 
spend time with Him every day.  
 
Let's make this new year a year for the Lord and 
sharing His love. 
 
Praise ye the lord  
Bryan  

What’s Happening 

In person every Sunday morning Bible Fellowship begins at 

9:45 a.m. every Sunday morning, followed immediately by an 

11:00 a.m. service for a message from God’s word through 

song and word. The 11:00 a.m. worship time can also be 

viewed on the Glenwood Baptist Facebook Page or at 

gbcor.org. 

Wednesday evening services have resumed. 

Please call the Church Office @ 865-483-7436 or email 

office@gbcor.org with any questions. 

A Blessed Year  by Richard Wright 

God bless you on this New Year’s Day, and all throughout the 

year.  

And may it be your happiest, with every moment, dear. 

Each moment of the days and weeks, and every month in 

store 

with progress toward whatever goal your heart is striving for.  

Whatever days have disappeared, the past is over now. 

And all the future hinges on, how well you keep your vow.  

Your New Year’s resolution and your eagerness to win  

depend on how sincerely and how bravely you begin. 

And so as this new calendar is joyously begun, 

may God be with you every day until the year is done . 


