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Pastor’s Pen 

Election Day 2020 is just a few days away. Candidates on both sides of the aisle 
enjoin voters to go to the polls with the declaration that this is the most im-
portant election of our time (that seems to be about the only thing both presi-
dential candidates can agree on). Whether it is the most important in Ameri-
ca’s history, only history will tell. What I can confidently affirm, however, is 
that this is the most pivotal election in my life time. Indeed, that has been true 
of the last several presidential election cycles, not so much because of the can-
didates themselves (all human beings are deeply flawed), but rather because 
of the increasingly divergent ideologies they represent. 

On the right, there is conservatism. Political conservatism seeks to preserve 
and protect the liberties, system of government, religious freedoms, and fiscal 
policies that have served to make this nation a beacon of hope and the 
preeminent icon of freedom for the world. Conservatism, by definition, is not 
activist in nature. It is not opposed to progress, but sees legitimate progress as 
that which serves to refine and perfect government, society, and culture with-
in the framework established by America’s founders as articulated in the Unit-
ed States Constitution. Conservatism seeks to learn from the errors of the 
past, and build upon successes in a mature and measured fashion “in order to 
form a more perfect union.” 

Progressivism, on the other hand, is something of a misnomer. It is not so 
much about progress as revolution. It is activist by nature. Progressivism does 
not seek to preserve or conserve anything of the past. Rather—and unlike clas-
sic liberalism—progressivism it seeks to erase and cancel, deconstruct and de-
stroy, the achievements of the past (bad and good) in order to pave the way 
for revolution and establish a new framework for government, society, and 
culture. It is no surprise that progressivism is especially attractive to younger 
generations in society, because many suppose it easier and more desirable to 
find their place in a new system that they helped build than to figure out how 
to fit into an old system alongside their parents. Much more could be said on 
this point, but I’ll leave it with this: Progressivism is essentially a euphemism 
for atheistic Marxism, i.e., the social and economic philosophy of Friedrich En-
gels and Karl Marx that underlies socialism and communism. Marxism is utterly 
unbiblical from peel to core, blatantly immoral, and utterly incompatible with 
the American way as envisioned by the Founding Fathers and the America 
dream that has inspired and been realized by millions. The division in this 
country will only deepen as long as progressivism progresses. (continued on page 3) 
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SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

1 2 3 4 

6:00 p.m. Children’s Ministry 

6:30 p.m. Students/Adults 

5 6 7 
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9:45 a.m. Bible Fellowship 

11:00 a.m. Morning Worship 
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6:30 p.m. Students/Adults 
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9:45 a.m. Bible Fellowship 

11:00 a.m. Morning Worship 
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Happy Birthday! 

 

 

NOVEMBER 

 01  Becky Hodge 

 08  Rachel Hamblen 

 12  Sharon Hamblen 

 14  Teresa Hope 

 

 

 

DECEMBER 

 12  Amy Rigney 

 13  Brandy Hewitt 

 13  Jim Luttrell 

 16  Irene Blevins 

 19  Peggy Walden 

 23  Shanda Wheeler 

 26  Michael Wyatt 

 29  Daniel Hewitt 

 31  Thomas Rector 

 

  



STUDENT MINISTRY 

Hello, 
 

November is here and I am excited to see what God is 
going to do through Glenwood and the ministries with-
in. 
 
As you may know by now, we have started back our 
Wednesday night services. The 21st of October was our 
first Wednesday evening back and we had a great time 
getting to see students and children that we have 
missed greatly.  
 
We need your prayers and support as we seek to re-
build these ministries which were impacted by the pan-
demic. The first thing we should do is pray. Many times 
that is used as a last resort, but that should not be the 
case. Before we move we should pray and seek God’s 
direction and wisdom. So, pray for God to give us direc-
tion and wisdom as we minister to the students and 
children in Oak Ridge and surrounding areas. Second, 
there is much that needs to be done. Due to the pan-
demic we have extra guidelines we are following to in-
crease safety. We are currently in need of someone to 
welcome students and Children into the church and 
preform temperature scans. We need prayer warriors 
to pray for the students and children while they are 
here. We need people to serve and invest in the lives of 
our children. We need people to recruit and point peo-
ple towards what God is doing at Glenwood. Pray and 
ask God how He would have you to serve in our 
Wednesday evening programs. I am confident that we 
can find a place to use you and your God given gifts to 
build the Kingdom of God. 
 
In Christ, 
Isaac Walton 
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(Pastor’s Pen, continued)  

By its very nature, conservatism seeks simply, albeit stridently, to maintain its fundamental principles and positions. 
Conservatism plays defense, and “plays by the rules.” Progressivism, on the other hand, plays offense with no sense 
of obligation to “the rules.” In the Marxist playbook, the end justifies the means. Any means. The progressive left will 
continue to move relentlessly to the left until they effect a Marxist revolution . . . or suffer total defeat. 

Therefore, preserving the principles upon which this great nation was founded requires more than good defense. It 
requires an effective offense with a strategy for winning the game, not merely stopping the drive. Such a strategy be-
gins with the education of teachers and children. If progressives continue to dominate post-secondary and K-12 edu-
cation, the defeat of conservatism—and our nation as we know it—is inevitable apart from divine intervention.  

Where do we begin? First, there must be a return to an even-handed instruction 1) in the history of our nation’s 
founding (warts and all), 2) in the Judeo-Christian ethic that is the foundation of our system of law, and 3) in the radi-
cal principles of liberty (radical for their time) upon which this great republic was established. Second, though not 
secondary in importance, there is a role for the church. We must not be cowed by false interpretations of the 
“separation of church and state.” We must not become distracted by social justice movements seeking to appease 
the “woke” crowd. Rather, we must teach, preach, and live-out the Gospel of Jesus Christ. Where the Gospel reigns, 
social justice will take care of itself. (Imagine what could happen if as much time, money, and energy were spent pro-
claiming the Good News of the Gospel as has been spent promoting political candidates this year.) Finally, as faithful 
followers of the Lord Jesus Christ, we must fearlessly enter the arena of ideas. We must see to it that our children 
and grandchildren know the truth and the Truth. And we must pray, pray, pray. 

That Americans sense the significance of this election is evidenced by the historic voter turnout. One need only look 
at the long lines at early voting locations around the country for visible confirmation of this fact. To use a football 
analogy, it is first and goal, with seconds left in the game. A touchdown for progressives here and it is “game over” 
for America as we know it, perhaps for a generation. 

For now, it is essential that every conservative vote. Should progressivism prevail, we must not despair. But should 
conservatives manage to hold the line this election, the work is not done. Either way, we must develop and imple-
ment a strategic offense for the utter defeat of Marxist ideology. Our way of life, our religious freedom, and, indeed, 
the unfettered proclamation of the Gospel is at stake. 

 

Pastor Mark 

 

 

See Pastor Mark’s message, “What’s So Bad About Socialism” (Sunday, October 25, 2020) on FaceBook.  

MUSIC NOTES 

Hello everyone,  
 
Can you believe it that it's already November 2020. 
This has been a year to say the least. I know if you are 
like me , you are ready for 2020 to be gone and over.  
 
As we enter into this time of the year, we still all have 
lots to be thankful for. Let's all take time during this 
busy time of the year to say thank you and look at 
how blessed we truly are. Take time during the day 
and week to praise Him say Thank You Lord for today 
and what You have done for me.  
 
The praise band has been back on the road and we 
are excited to be. It's truly a blessing and fun for us to 
be on the road again.  
 
As you know Wednesday night has started back but, 
right now, we are not meeting as a choir. As soon as 
the time is right we will get back together. I miss you 
all and will let you know as soon as the time is right. I 
love you church . Remember to worship with Him and 
give all the glory to our risen King.  
 
Praise ye the Lord! 
Bryan 

What’s Happening 

In person every Sunday morning Bible Fellowship begins at 

9:45 a.m. every Sunday morning, followed immediately by 

an 11:00 a.m. service for a message from God’s word 

through song and word. The 11:00 a.m. worship time can 

also be viewed on the Glenwood Baptist Facebook Page or 

at gbcor.org. 

Wednesday evening services have resumed. 

Please call the Church Office @ 865-483-7436 or email 

office@gbcor.org with any questions. 

The Andromeda Galaxy is 13.1 trillion miles from 
earth; it contains 
about 500 billion 
stars.  
 
God knows the ex-
act number and 
“calls them each 
by name” (Isaiah 
40:26). 


