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From the Pastor’s Pen . . .  

 

Recently, someone on a morning news show was discussing the plight of mov-
ie theaters in the wake of the pandemic. His observation was that, though he 
and his family once frequented theaters, he was unsure whether they would 
be returning to theaters when they re-opened. His reason had nothing to do 
with concerns about the virus. Rather, it was simply that he and his family had 
been watching movies at home, and had gotten out of the habit of going to 
the theater.  

 

There is an important parallel here with the way many Christians have come to 
think and feel about church attendance. They’ve gotten out of the habit of 
attending church. After months of “virtual” worship—or even no participation 
in worship at all—it is easy to fall prey to the idea that being able to “attend” 
church virtually is “just as good” as being there . . . and a lot more convenient. 
Now, I should quickly add that having the ability to “attend” church virtually is 
exponentially better than having no opportunity at all. What’s more, “virtual” 
church allows us to reach many more people with the gospel than would be 
possible without that capability. But for all its benefits, it is not the same. Per-
haps a look at the theater experience will help clarify the point. 

 

In the case of theaters, it is easy to forget the larger movie-going experience as 
a whole: the smell of popcorn; the visual immersion that is possible only with a 
really big screen; the sound effects that are just not the same at home (even 
with a very good home theater system); the subtle (or not-so-subtle!) reac-
tions of other movie-goers; and not least, the absence of interruptions. After 
all, it’s a lot more convenient and less expensive to just stream a movie on that 
big beautiful 70-inch 8k ultra high-resolution smart TV. Soon, one forgets 
about all the little things connected with the in-theater-in-person experience. 
Without even realizing it, the excitement and anticipation of seeing a long 
awaited, just released major motion picture fades into “what are we going to 
watch tonight.” Something special is lost as the treat of “going to the movies” 
melds quietly into the routine of life. For the record, I’ve never been an avid 
movie buff—either on the flat screen or the big screen—but  (continued on page 3) 
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Happy Birthday! 

 

 

SEPTEMBER 

 12  Janice Grindstaff 

 15  Kimberly Hill 

 26  Sarah Walton 

 29  Nolan Hill 

 

 

 

OCTOBER 

 09  Louise Wyatt 

 16  Patsy Calway 

 30  Paul Walden 

  

 

  

  



STUDENT MINISTRY 

Normally, I write to you in some regard to our stu-
dent ministry, but today I would like to share some-
thing that came to my heart as I sat down to write 
this article. So, bear with me as I share this with you. 
I hope it blesses your heart. 
 
2020 has been a crazy year and it seems as if things 
are not letting up. The riots are continuing, hurri-
canes are making landfall, Covid is spreading, and the 
world is heading towards chaos. I must admit that 
this can be frightening at times. I have two young 
kids and this is not the world I had hoped to raise 
them in. If we are not careful we can become fixated 
on all of the chaos and forget that God is still on the 
throne. We can easily get caught up in the moment, 
feeling like the world going to end. I believe this is 
dangerous in two different ways. First, we can get so 
fixated on the bad and fail to trust in God. This, in my 
opinion, does not mean that we act foolishly and just 
hope everything will be okay. As a husband and fa-
ther I have the responsibility to protect and provide 
for my family. However, God needs to always be our 
“go to” in times of trouble. A phrase that my father 
has taught me is as follows, “Do your best and trust 
God with the rest.” This of course does not mean 
that we don’t trust God with everything, but that we 
do our part, what we can, and trust and rely on God 
to provide and accomplish His will in our lives. If we 
fail to trust God, then we are not using our greatest 
resource of all. Second, if we are caught up in worry, 
failing to trust God, we become so fixated our own 
situation that we may fail to see what God is placing 
before us. We must never forget that our main pur-
pose here on this earth is to worship Jesus and point 
the lost towards Him. I believe it is possible to get so 
caught up in our situations that we render ourselves 
obsolete to what God is wanting to use us for. We 
must keep our eyes on Jesus. 
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(Pastor’s Pen, continued)  even I know that it’s just not the same. 

When it comes to the church, there are many intangibles that are easily forgotten when we virtualize the worship 
experience: the joy and strength that comes from gathering with one’s brothers and sisters in Christ; the spiritual 
focus that comes from simply being in a place where you have a spiritual history; the sight of tears rolling down a 
sister or brother’s cheek as he or she freshly encounters God through Scripture, sermon, or song; the sounds of 
children laughing, believer’s singing, and musicians playing to the glory of God; the broad awareness of the Holy 
Spirit’s presence in the place; and certainly not least, the refuge from the hustle, bustle, and confusion of the out-
side world, if but for an hour. Can we watch a virtual worship service and be blessed? Absolutely! But it’s just not 
the same. 

 

At this point, an important distinction must be made between the theater experience and the church experience. 
The theater is about entertainment. It is about the enjoyment the movie goer can receive from the experience. Ac-
cordingly, a virtual theater experience can still accomplish it’s purpose, albeit less fully than its in-person counter-
part. The church experience, however, is quite the opposite. The primary, proper, biblical motivation for partici-
pating in church services is not what we can get out of the service, but rather what we can give simply by our 
wholehearted presence there. Those who attend church primarily for the blessing they can receive will usually 
leave empty handed. Those who attend out of a desire to bless the Lord and bless others will leave with blessings 
overflowing. 

 

The “worship service,” as it is commonly called is all about—you guessed it—worship of the One True and Living 
God. Worship is always about giving. It is about sacrificially giving of one’s self in surrender to the One Who has 
loved us and given Himself for us. We offer our “self” to Him through praise, through prayer, through singing, 
through attention to His word, and yes, through our tithes and offerings. There is a reason it is called a worship ser-
vice. Now, to be sure, all of these things we can and should do privately as well as when we gather corporately. It is 
certainly possible to genuinely worship our Lord privately and individually. But, for reasons we haven’t the space to 
consider here, God calls His people not only to worship Him individually, but to worship together as well. There are 
dimensions of true worship that can be full and complete only as He is worshiped by the church, the body of Christ, 
gathered as one. 

 

While worship is the primary reason that believers gather in service to the Lord, every believer has much to offer 
through his or her attendance at church. As I write this, I can almost hear someone say, “Pastor Mark, if church 
attendance is about what I can give, there is not much use in me coming. I can’t sing well, don’t play an instrument, 
am afraid to pray aloud, and can’t write a big check. What can I do?” Dear child of God, do you not remember what 
Jesus said? “He who believes in Me, as the Scripture has said, out of his heart will flow rivers of living water.” (John 
7:38) By your presence, by your love, by your faithfulness, by the Spirit flowing through you, you “stir up love and 
good works” (Heb. 10:24) in the family of God and strengthen others in the faith. 

 

One of these days, the pandemic will end. One of these days, I pray soon, Christians’ lives will no longer be gov-
erned by the virus. One of these days, churches will reopen and Christians across America who have “gotten out of 
the habit” of going to church will face a choice. Dear member of the Glenwood family, I pray that you have already 
determined to fulfill your unique “ministry of presence” at Glenwood. Come with a heart yearning to give. You will 
leave with your cup overflowing. 

 

Pastor Mark  

MUSIC NOTES 

Hello everyone,  
 
I hope and pray that everyone is doing well and staying 
safe. This is not how anyone thought 2020 was going to 
be. We live in different times these days and the new 
normal is just that new normal. I challenge you all to 
worship by reading the bible more, watch us 
online during the week more and more and to spend 
time with God. As we move into fall, take time to look at 
what God has done for you. Step outside and look 
around. Remember no matter what God is still in con-
trol. Worship with Him daily. 
 
I want to say, I miss you choir. I pray that we will be 
back together soon and back to worship together in 
song and fellowship. 
 
Praise ye the Lord  
Bryan 

(Student Ministry, continued)   

Now for the encouraging part. God’s Word is not short 
of encouraging verses for people going through a terri-
ble time. Perhaps one of my favorites is Matthew 24:35 
“Heaven and earth will pass away, but My words will 
not pass away.” Notice that Jesus says that Heaven and 
earth WILL pass away. How is that supposed to be en-
couraging? Look at the last six words. Jesus will always 
be there and remain true even after everything else 
that we know and understand has vanished. His prom-
ises in scripture will always remain true. Jesus will re-
main. 
 
In Christ, 
Isaac Walton 

What’s Happening 

Join the Praise Band, Pastor Mark and now the congregation 

every Sunday morning at 11:00 a.m. for a message from 

God’s word through song and word on the Glenwood Baptist 

Facebook Page or at gbcor.org. 


