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As I write these words, large portions of the cities of St. Paul and Minneapolis are still smoldering after another night of rioting, looting, and senseless
destruction of property. Firefighters were unable to access the fires because
of the violent mobs. Police officers were ordered to retreat as buildings
burned, rocks and bottles were hurled, and anarchy prevailed. What ignited
this explosion of lawlessness? The killing of a man named George Floyd by a
Minneapolis police officer. Was the killing justified? Hardly. Was it tragic?
Absolutely. Was it murder? I do not know. Sadly, our nation has been down
this road often enough for us to know that things are not always what they
seem. There seems always to be video and other evidence that goes unseen
by the public because it does not further the agenda of whomever happens
to be doing the reporting—on either side of the issue. Such irresponsible reporting by the media serves only to fan the flames of chaos, causing it to
spread in unpredictable and often unrestrainable ways.
Given all of this unrest on the heels of the pandemic, the overreach of many
government officials, and nationwide protests over violations of civil liberties, it may seem that the very fabric of society is unraveling and “the failure
of civility” has begun. Personally, I am hopeful that these issues will be resolved before things go that far. But in times like these, the people of God
need to be well-versed on the moral and ethical principles of civil disobedience, and to develop the skill to be clear-headed in a sea of raging emotions.
Obviously, that is a tall order and beyond what a brief newsletter article
could hope to accomplish, but allow me to share with you a few basic principles that are fundamental to building a robust Christian ethic.
Principle No. 1—God, not human consensus, defines what is moral. As Christians, we understand that true morality is not defined by majority vote, minority pressure, or dictatorial decree. The question of morality is not to be
adjudicated by cultural norms, political correctness, or social pressure. Pragmatically speaking, each of these things are fickle, fluid, and inconsistent.
Defining morality by these factors results in an ethic that is (continued on page 3)

STUDENT MINISTRY
Students,
I hope that each of you are doing well. It has been great to be
back together on Sunday mornings. While I am thankful for
how we have been able to keep things going through other
methods, there is no replacement for worshiping the Lord together.
Today, I am saddened because of some of the recent events.
What was done to George Floyd is a horrible. Things like this
just shouldn’t happen anywhere, let alone in America where
we are innocent until proven guilty. I do not know if this was
racially motivated, or simply a case of poor policing, or both.
Whatever the case may be, a man should not be killed while
under arrest. As a country we need to address these issues.
However, the response by many has been sinful. People are
rioting, stealing, burning down buildings, and throwing rocks
at the police. How does this help bring justice? Why are people hurting the local businesses that have nothing to do with
the situation? How does stealing tvs, liquor, and gaming systems help bring justice to what was done to George Floyd?
Sure there is a time for people to stand up and fight. After all
that is how America was born, but is this really one of those
times?
You might be wondering how this relates to our student ministry. After all, this is different from what we normally discuss.
At Glenwood we have a diverse group. We have students that
are from different races, economic statuses, and cultures.
Throughout the New Testament Jesus teaches us to love one
another. Jesus did not say that the rich should love only the
rich and the poor should love only the poor. Jesus did not say
that people need to only love those associated with their ethnicity. We are to love everyone, because Jesus loves everyone.
When a brother or sister in Christ is hurting, angry, or scared
we as the body of Christ need to stand for what is right. We all
come from different places in life and can’t always understand
what people feel, but that’s okay. We can still share the love
of Jesus and stand up for what is right. If one of my youth
would have been in the same situation as George Floyd I
would be out protesting peacefully.
This all just shows the need for Jesus. A few years ago on June
15, 2015 there was a man that went into a church in South
Carolina and killed nine people. There were racial tensions
over this case as there are with what happened to George
Floyd. The difference is in the response. When the families
were given the opportunity they forgave the man that took
the life of their loved ones. What is the difference between
the two? Jesus. Our students are growing up in a time and in
communities that see no issues with correcting wrong with a
wrong. As the church, the body of Christ, we need to do two

things. First, we need to pray that
Jesus would overwhelm the heart of people. Pray that this
rising generation would be the change that this world
needs. Second, we need to be the example. We need to
model what this is like in real life. Students need to be
taught and led by God fearing men and women that will
point them in the right direction. Pray that God would give
you an opportunity to share how Jesus has changed your
life. I hope that each of you have a great month. God

constantly in flux. This nation was founded on the ethic divinely revealed in the Bible. A truly
Christian ethic does not change with the times, and comprises the standards by which all human behavior ultimately
will be judged. As Christians, we are concerned with true morality; legality is, at most, a secondary concern.
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Principle No. 2—There is a profound distinction between “moral” and “legal.” There are certain behaviors in any governed society that are legal but not moral. For example, a member of Congress can deliberately, slanderously, lie with
impunity in the well of the House. It is perfectly legal. Legal, but immoral. Conversely, in most societies there are behaviors that may be perfectly moral but not strictly legal. For example, in every public school in America, it is illegal
for a teacher to lead her class in prayer. It’s illegal, but certainly not immoral. In North Korea possession of a
[Christian] Bible is illegal and reportedly punishable by torture or execution. Possession of a Bible is never immoral. It
is impossible to think clearly about the “rightness” or “wrongness” of human actions when questions of legality and
morality become confused or conflated. To answer the question, “Is it legal?” ask a lawyer. To answer the question,
“Is it moral?” read on.

In Christ,
Isaac Walton
What’s Happening
Join the Praise Band, Pastor Mark and now the congregation every Sunday morning at 11:00 a.m. for a message from God’s word through song and word on the
Glenwood Baptist Facebook Page or at gbcor.org.

MUSIC NOTES
It is so great to be back with you in worship service.
God has been so faithful to us during this time. God
has also allowed us to start a new Ministry here at
Glenwood. We are able to now be live with our services. Isaac, Pastor Mark and I have talked and prayed
about this for well over a year and we felt like we was
not ready, but God told us you all are ready. God is
good all the time and all the time God is good.
With summer here, and everything that is happening,
we have decided to postpone choir until sometime
around August. We want everyone to be safe. We are
eagerly anticipating getting back together. We are
praying for each and every one of you during this
time.
I said it before and I will say it again, you know that
worship is not just on Sunday mornings, it is every day
of the week.
Pray for the Praise team and for Pastor Mark as God
allows us to be His vessels through worship and leadership during the coming days and weeks.
Praise ye the Lord,
Bryan

Principle No. 3—The morality of any thought, action, behavior, or law can be determined by applying the law of love.
As Christians, the standard by which we must live is higher than the laws of men and of nations. We are called to live
by the law of love: Love the Lord your God with all your heart, soul, and mind, and your neighbor as yourself. Such
love is love that prefers others above self, love that adheres to the Golden Rule, love that is consistent with the Ten
Commandments, love that always seeks for others God’s best for their lives. I’ve found—and believe that the Bible
teaches—that the morality of any human behavior, action, or legal stipulation can be discovered by carefully applying
God’s law of love. Note the caveat “carefully.” A superficial or simplistic understanding of the law of love and its application will frequently lead one astray. To assume that the law of love leaves no room for discipline, correction, selfdefense, or even war is to dangerously misunderstand the law of love. It is never true love to be complicit with, and
thereby to abet, immoral behavior. Properly understood, the law of love stands against evil, stands for righteousness
and truth, and promotes that which is loving, noble, and good.
Principle No. 4—In certain situations, civil disobedience may be morally permissible, morally obligatory, or morally
supererogatory. I mention civil disobedience here specifically because of its timeliness. Are there situations in which
civil disobedience is morally acceptable? Yes. Are there times when civil disobedience is morally required? Yes. Are
there situations in which civil disobedience exceeds what is morally required? Again, the answer is “Yes.” There are
also times and situations in which civil disobedience is terribly immoral. How is one to know the difference. As with
the law of love, a simplistic approach is dangerous, but the answer to two questions will help us evaluate any act of
civil disobedience responsibly:
Do civil authorities command what God forbids or forbid what God commands?
Is the expression of civil disobedience consistent with the law of love?
If the answer to either of these questions is “No,” then civil disobedience is immoral. If the answer to both questions
is “Yes,” then civil disobedience may be morally permissible or even morally required.
In the case of the “civil disobedience” we see in major cities around the nation, clearly the answer to both questions
above is “No.” The riotous behavior we see on the news is an utterly immoral response to any event, however tragic
and reprehensible that event may have been.
As we “see the Day approaching” (Heb. 10:25) it is more important than ever that Christians be clear-headed in our
thinking, and moral in our response to happenings all around us. “Fuzzy thinking” can do great harm to Kingdom
causes. If we carefully apply the principles outlined above, we will be able to address the issues of the day with confidence and represent well the way of Christ.
Pastor Mark
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As I write these words, large portions of the cities of St. Paul and Minneapolis are still smoldering after another night of rioting, looting, and senseless
destruction of property. Firefighters were unable to access the fires because
of the violent mobs. Police officers were ordered to retreat as buildings
burned, rocks and bottles were hurled, and anarchy prevailed. What ignited
this explosion of lawlessness? The killing of a man named George Floyd by a
Minneapolis police officer. Was the killing justified? Hardly. Was it tragic?
Absolutely. Was it murder? I do not know. Sadly, our nation has been down
this road often enough for us to know that things are not always what they
seem. There seems always to be video and other evidence that goes unseen
by the public because it does not further the agenda of whomever happens
to be doing the reporting—on either side of the issue. Such irresponsible reporting by the media serves only to fan the flames of chaos, causing it to
spread in unpredictable and often unrestrainable ways.
Given all of this unrest on the heels of the pandemic, the overreach of many
government officials, and nationwide protests over violations of civil liberties, it may seem that the very fabric of society is unraveling and “the failure
of civility” has begun. Personally, I am hopeful that these issues will be resolved before things go that far. But in times like these, the people of God
need to be well-versed on the moral and ethical principles of civil disobedience, and to develop the skill to be clear-headed in a sea of raging emotions.
Obviously, that is a tall order and beyond what a brief newsletter article
could hope to accomplish, but allow me to share with you a few basic principles that are fundamental to building a robust Christian ethic.
Principle No. 1—God, not human consensus, defines what is moral. As Christians, we understand that true morality is not defined by majority vote, minority pressure, or dictatorial decree. The question of morality is not to be
adjudicated by cultural norms, political correctness, or social pressure. Pragmatically speaking, each of these things are fickle, fluid, and inconsistent.
Defining morality by these factors results in an ethic that is (continued on page 3)

STUDENT MINISTRY
Students,
I hope that each of you are doing well. It has been great to be
back together on Sunday mornings. While I am thankful for
how we have been able to keep things going through other
methods, there is no replacement for worshiping the Lord together.
Today, I am saddened because of some of the recent events.
What was done to George Floyd is a horrible. Things like this
just shouldn’t happen anywhere, let alone in America where
we are innocent until proven guilty. I do not know if this was
racially motivated, or simply a case of poor policing, or both.
Whatever the case may be, a man should not be killed while
under arrest. As a country we need to address these issues.
However, the response by many has been sinful. People are
rioting, stealing, burning down buildings, and throwing rocks
at the police. How does this help bring justice? Why are people hurting the local businesses that have nothing to do with
the situation? How does stealing tvs, liquor, and gaming systems help bring justice to what was done to George Floyd?
Sure there is a time for people to stand up and fight. After all
that is how America was born, but is this really one of those
times?
You might be wondering how this relates to our student ministry. After all, this is different from what we normally discuss.
At Glenwood we have a diverse group. We have students that
are from different races, economic statuses, and cultures.
Throughout the New Testament Jesus teaches us to love one
another. Jesus did not say that the rich should love only the
rich and the poor should love only the poor. Jesus did not say
that people need to only love those associated with their ethnicity. We are to love everyone, because Jesus loves everyone.
When a brother or sister in Christ is hurting, angry, or scared
we as the body of Christ need to stand for what is right. We all
come from different places in life and can’t always understand
what people feel, but that’s okay. We can still share the love
of Jesus and stand up for what is right. If one of my youth
would have been in the same situation as George Floyd I
would be out protesting peacefully.
This all just shows the need for Jesus. A few years ago on June
15, 2015 there was a man that went into a church in South
Carolina and killed nine people. There were racial tensions
over this case as there are with what happened to George
Floyd. The difference is in the response. When the families
were given the opportunity they forgave the man that took
the life of their loved ones. What is the difference between
the two? Jesus. Our students are growing up in a time and in
communities that see no issues with correcting wrong with a
wrong. As the church, the body of Christ, we need to do two

things. First, we need to pray that
Jesus would overwhelm the heart of people. Pray that this
rising generation would be the change that this world
needs. Second, we need to be the example. We need to
model what this is like in real life. Students need to be
taught and led by God fearing men and women that will
point them in the right direction. Pray that God would give
you an opportunity to share how Jesus has changed your
life. I hope that each of you have a great month. God

constantly in flux. This nation was founded on the ethic divinely revealed in the Bible. A truly
Christian ethic does not change with the times, and comprises the standards by which all human behavior ultimately
will be judged. As Christians, we are concerned with true morality; legality is, at most, a secondary concern.
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Principle No. 2—There is a profound distinction between “moral” and “legal.” There are certain behaviors in any governed society that are legal but not moral. For example, a member of Congress can deliberately, slanderously, lie with
impunity in the well of the House. It is perfectly legal. Legal, but immoral. Conversely, in most societies there are behaviors that may be perfectly moral but not strictly legal. For example, in every public school in America, it is illegal
for a teacher to lead her class in prayer. It’s illegal, but certainly not immoral. In North Korea possession of a
[Christian] Bible is illegal and reportedly punishable by torture or execution. Possession of a Bible is never immoral. It
is impossible to think clearly about the “rightness” or “wrongness” of human actions when questions of legality and
morality become confused or conflated. To answer the question, “Is it legal?” ask a lawyer. To answer the question,
“Is it moral?” read on.

In Christ,
Isaac Walton
What’s Happening
Join the Praise Band, Pastor Mark and now the congregation every Sunday morning at 11:00 a.m. for a message from God’s word through song and word on the
Glenwood Baptist Facebook Page or at gbcor.org.

MUSIC NOTES
It is so great to be back with you in worship service.
God has been so faithful to us during this time. God
has also allowed us to start a new Ministry here at
Glenwood. We are able to now be live with our services. Isaac, Pastor Mark and I have talked and prayed
about this for well over a year and we felt like we was
not ready, but God told us you all are ready. God is
good all the time and all the time God is good.
With summer here, and everything that is happening,
we have decided to postpone choir until sometime
around August. We want everyone to be safe. We are
eagerly anticipating getting back together. We are
praying for each and every one of you during this
time.
I said it before and I will say it again, you know that
worship is not just on Sunday mornings, it is every day
of the week.
Pray for the Praise team and for Pastor Mark as God
allows us to be His vessels through worship and leadership during the coming days and weeks.
Praise ye the Lord,
Bryan

Principle No. 3—The morality of any thought, action, behavior, or law can be determined by applying the law of love.
As Christians, the standard by which we must live is higher than the laws of men and of nations. We are called to live
by the law of love: Love the Lord your God with all your heart, soul, and mind, and your neighbor as yourself. Such
love is love that prefers others above self, love that adheres to the Golden Rule, love that is consistent with the Ten
Commandments, love that always seeks for others God’s best for their lives. I’ve found—and believe that the Bible
teaches—that the morality of any human behavior, action, or legal stipulation can be discovered by carefully applying
God’s law of love. Note the caveat “carefully.” A superficial or simplistic understanding of the law of love and its application will frequently lead one astray. To assume that the law of love leaves no room for discipline, correction, selfdefense, or even war is to dangerously misunderstand the law of love. It is never true love to be complicit with, and
thereby to abet, immoral behavior. Properly understood, the law of love stands against evil, stands for righteousness
and truth, and promotes that which is loving, noble, and good.
Principle No. 4—In certain situations, civil disobedience may be morally permissible, morally obligatory, or morally
supererogatory. I mention civil disobedience here specifically because of its timeliness. Are there situations in which
civil disobedience is morally acceptable? Yes. Are there times when civil disobedience is morally required? Yes. Are
there situations in which civil disobedience exceeds what is morally required? Again, the answer is “Yes.” There are
also times and situations in which civil disobedience is terribly immoral. How is one to know the difference. As with
the law of love, a simplistic approach is dangerous, but the answer to two questions will help us evaluate any act of
civil disobedience responsibly:
Do civil authorities command what God forbids or forbid what God commands?
Is the expression of civil disobedience consistent with the law of love?
If the answer to either of these questions is “No,” then civil disobedience is immoral. If the answer to both questions
is “Yes,” then civil disobedience may be morally permissible or even morally required.
In the case of the “civil disobedience” we see in major cities around the nation, clearly the answer to both questions
above is “No.” The riotous behavior we see on the news is an utterly immoral response to any event, however tragic
and reprehensible that event may have been.
As we “see the Day approaching” (Heb. 10:25) it is more important than ever that Christians be clear-headed in our
thinking, and moral in our response to happenings all around us. “Fuzzy thinking” can do great harm to Kingdom
causes. If we carefully apply the principles outlined above, we will be able to address the issues of the day with confidence and represent well the way of Christ.
Pastor Mark
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As I write these words, large portions of the cities of St. Paul and Minneapolis are still smoldering after another night of rioting, looting, and senseless
destruction of property. Firefighters were unable to access the fires because
of the violent mobs. Police officers were ordered to retreat as buildings
burned, rocks and bottles were hurled, and anarchy prevailed. What ignited
this explosion of lawlessness? The killing of a man named George Floyd by a
Minneapolis police officer. Was the killing justified? Hardly. Was it tragic?
Absolutely. Was it murder? I do not know. Sadly, our nation has been down
this road often enough for us to know that things are not always what they
seem. There seems always to be video and other evidence that goes unseen
by the public because it does not further the agenda of whomever happens
to be doing the reporting—on either side of the issue. Such irresponsible reporting by the media serves only to fan the flames of chaos, causing it to
spread in unpredictable and often unrestrainable ways.
Given all of this unrest on the heels of the pandemic, the overreach of many
government officials, and nationwide protests over violations of civil liberties, it may seem that the very fabric of society is unraveling and “the failure
of civility” has begun. Personally, I am hopeful that these issues will be resolved before things go that far. But in times like these, the people of God
need to be well-versed on the moral and ethical principles of civil disobedience, and to develop the skill to be clear-headed in a sea of raging emotions.
Obviously, that is a tall order and beyond what a brief newsletter article
could hope to accomplish, but allow me to share with you a few basic principles that are fundamental to building a robust Christian ethic.
Principle No. 1—God, not human consensus, defines what is moral. As Christians, we understand that true morality is not defined by majority vote, minority pressure, or dictatorial decree. The question of morality is not to be
adjudicated by cultural norms, political correctness, or social pressure. Pragmatically speaking, each of these things are fickle, fluid, and inconsistent.
Defining morality by these factors results in an ethic that is (continued on page 3)
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I hope that each of you are doing well. It has been great to be
back together on Sunday mornings. While I am thankful for
how we have been able to keep things going through other
methods, there is no replacement for worshiping the Lord together.
Today, I am saddened because of some of the recent events.
What was done to George Floyd is a horrible. Things like this
just shouldn’t happen anywhere, let alone in America where
we are innocent until proven guilty. I do not know if this was
racially motivated, or simply a case of poor policing, or both.
Whatever the case may be, a man should not be killed while
under arrest. As a country we need to address these issues.
However, the response by many has been sinful. People are
rioting, stealing, burning down buildings, and throwing rocks
at the police. How does this help bring justice? Why are people hurting the local businesses that have nothing to do with
the situation? How does stealing tvs, liquor, and gaming systems help bring justice to what was done to George Floyd?
Sure there is a time for people to stand up and fight. After all
that is how America was born, but is this really one of those
times?
You might be wondering how this relates to our student ministry. After all, this is different from what we normally discuss.
At Glenwood we have a diverse group. We have students that
are from different races, economic statuses, and cultures.
Throughout the New Testament Jesus teaches us to love one
another. Jesus did not say that the rich should love only the
rich and the poor should love only the poor. Jesus did not say
that people need to only love those associated with their ethnicity. We are to love everyone, because Jesus loves everyone.
When a brother or sister in Christ is hurting, angry, or scared
we as the body of Christ need to stand for what is right. We all
come from different places in life and can’t always understand
what people feel, but that’s okay. We can still share the love
of Jesus and stand up for what is right. If one of my youth
would have been in the same situation as George Floyd I
would be out protesting peacefully.
This all just shows the need for Jesus. A few years ago on June
15, 2015 there was a man that went into a church in South
Carolina and killed nine people. There were racial tensions
over this case as there are with what happened to George
Floyd. The difference is in the response. When the families
were given the opportunity they forgave the man that took
the life of their loved ones. What is the difference between
the two? Jesus. Our students are growing up in a time and in
communities that see no issues with correcting wrong with a
wrong. As the church, the body of Christ, we need to do two

things. First, we need to pray that
Jesus would overwhelm the heart of people. Pray that this
rising generation would be the change that this world
needs. Second, we need to be the example. We need to
model what this is like in real life. Students need to be
taught and led by God fearing men and women that will
point them in the right direction. Pray that God would give
you an opportunity to share how Jesus has changed your
life. I hope that each of you have a great month. God

constantly in flux. This nation was founded on the ethic divinely revealed in the Bible. A truly
Christian ethic does not change with the times, and comprises the standards by which all human behavior ultimately
will be judged. As Christians, we are concerned with true morality; legality is, at most, a secondary concern.

(Student Ministry, continued)

(Pastor’s Pen, continued)
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Principle No. 2—There is a profound distinction between “moral” and “legal.” There are certain behaviors in any governed society that are legal but not moral. For example, a member of Congress can deliberately, slanderously, lie with
impunity in the well of the House. It is perfectly legal. Legal, but immoral. Conversely, in most societies there are behaviors that may be perfectly moral but not strictly legal. For example, in every public school in America, it is illegal
for a teacher to lead her class in prayer. It’s illegal, but certainly not immoral. In North Korea possession of a
[Christian] Bible is illegal and reportedly punishable by torture or execution. Possession of a Bible is never immoral. It
is impossible to think clearly about the “rightness” or “wrongness” of human actions when questions of legality and
morality become confused or conflated. To answer the question, “Is it legal?” ask a lawyer. To answer the question,
“Is it moral?” read on.

In Christ,
Isaac Walton
What’s Happening
Join the Praise Band, Pastor Mark and now the congregation every Sunday morning at 11:00 a.m. for a message from God’s word through song and word on the
Glenwood Baptist Facebook Page or at gbcor.org.

MUSIC NOTES
It is so great to be back with you in worship service.
God has been so faithful to us during this time. God
has also allowed us to start a new Ministry here at
Glenwood. We are able to now be live with our services. Isaac, Pastor Mark and I have talked and prayed
about this for well over a year and we felt like we was
not ready, but God told us you all are ready. God is
good all the time and all the time God is good.
With summer here, and everything that is happening,
we have decided to postpone choir until sometime
around August. We want everyone to be safe. We are
eagerly anticipating getting back together. We are
praying for each and every one of you during this
time.
I said it before and I will say it again, you know that
worship is not just on Sunday mornings, it is every day
of the week.
Pray for the Praise team and for Pastor Mark as God
allows us to be His vessels through worship and leadership during the coming days and weeks.
Praise ye the Lord,
Bryan

Principle No. 3—The morality of any thought, action, behavior, or law can be determined by applying the law of love.
As Christians, the standard by which we must live is higher than the laws of men and of nations. We are called to live
by the law of love: Love the Lord your God with all your heart, soul, and mind, and your neighbor as yourself. Such
love is love that prefers others above self, love that adheres to the Golden Rule, love that is consistent with the Ten
Commandments, love that always seeks for others God’s best for their lives. I’ve found—and believe that the Bible
teaches—that the morality of any human behavior, action, or legal stipulation can be discovered by carefully applying
God’s law of love. Note the caveat “carefully.” A superficial or simplistic understanding of the law of love and its application will frequently lead one astray. To assume that the law of love leaves no room for discipline, correction, selfdefense, or even war is to dangerously misunderstand the law of love. It is never true love to be complicit with, and
thereby to abet, immoral behavior. Properly understood, the law of love stands against evil, stands for righteousness
and truth, and promotes that which is loving, noble, and good.
Principle No. 4—In certain situations, civil disobedience may be morally permissible, morally obligatory, or morally
supererogatory. I mention civil disobedience here specifically because of its timeliness. Are there situations in which
civil disobedience is morally acceptable? Yes. Are there times when civil disobedience is morally required? Yes. Are
there situations in which civil disobedience exceeds what is morally required? Again, the answer is “Yes.” There are
also times and situations in which civil disobedience is terribly immoral. How is one to know the difference. As with
the law of love, a simplistic approach is dangerous, but the answer to two questions will help us evaluate any act of
civil disobedience responsibly:
Do civil authorities command what God forbids or forbid what God commands?
Is the expression of civil disobedience consistent with the law of love?
If the answer to either of these questions is “No,” then civil disobedience is immoral. If the answer to both questions
is “Yes,” then civil disobedience may be morally permissible or even morally required.
In the case of the “civil disobedience” we see in major cities around the nation, clearly the answer to both questions
above is “No.” The riotous behavior we see on the news is an utterly immoral response to any event, however tragic
and reprehensible that event may have been.
As we “see the Day approaching” (Heb. 10:25) it is more important than ever that Christians be clear-headed in our
thinking, and moral in our response to happenings all around us. “Fuzzy thinking” can do great harm to Kingdom
causes. If we carefully apply the principles outlined above, we will be able to address the issues of the day with confidence and represent well the way of Christ.
Pastor Mark
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As I write these words, large portions of the cities of St. Paul and Minneapolis are still smoldering after another night of rioting, looting, and senseless
destruction of property. Firefighters were unable to access the fires because
of the violent mobs. Police officers were ordered to retreat as buildings
burned, rocks and bottles were hurled, and anarchy prevailed. What ignited
this explosion of lawlessness? The killing of a man named George Floyd by a
Minneapolis police officer. Was the killing justified? Hardly. Was it tragic?
Absolutely. Was it murder? I do not know. Sadly, our nation has been down
this road often enough for us to know that things are not always what they
seem. There seems always to be video and other evidence that goes unseen
by the public because it does not further the agenda of whomever happens
to be doing the reporting—on either side of the issue. Such irresponsible reporting by the media serves only to fan the flames of chaos, causing it to
spread in unpredictable and often unrestrainable ways.
Given all of this unrest on the heels of the pandemic, the overreach of many
government officials, and nationwide protests over violations of civil liberties, it may seem that the very fabric of society is unraveling and “the failure
of civility” has begun. Personally, I am hopeful that these issues will be resolved before things go that far. But in times like these, the people of God
need to be well-versed on the moral and ethical principles of civil disobedience, and to develop the skill to be clear-headed in a sea of raging emotions.
Obviously, that is a tall order and beyond what a brief newsletter article
could hope to accomplish, but allow me to share with you a few basic principles that are fundamental to building a robust Christian ethic.
Principle No. 1—God, not human consensus, defines what is moral. As Christians, we understand that true morality is not defined by majority vote, minority pressure, or dictatorial decree. The question of morality is not to be
adjudicated by cultural norms, political correctness, or social pressure. Pragmatically speaking, each of these things are fickle, fluid, and inconsistent.
Defining morality by these factors results in an ethic that is (continued on page 3)

STUDENT MINISTRY
Students,
I hope that each of you are doing well. It has been great to be
back together on Sunday mornings. While I am thankful for
how we have been able to keep things going through other
methods, there is no replacement for worshiping the Lord together.
Today, I am saddened because of some of the recent events.
What was done to George Floyd is a horrible. Things like this
just shouldn’t happen anywhere, let alone in America where
we are innocent until proven guilty. I do not know if this was
racially motivated, or simply a case of poor policing, or both.
Whatever the case may be, a man should not be killed while
under arrest. As a country we need to address these issues.
However, the response by many has been sinful. People are
rioting, stealing, burning down buildings, and throwing rocks
at the police. How does this help bring justice? Why are people hurting the local businesses that have nothing to do with
the situation? How does stealing tvs, liquor, and gaming systems help bring justice to what was done to George Floyd?
Sure there is a time for people to stand up and fight. After all
that is how America was born, but is this really one of those
times?
You might be wondering how this relates to our student ministry. After all, this is different from what we normally discuss.
At Glenwood we have a diverse group. We have students that
are from different races, economic statuses, and cultures.
Throughout the New Testament Jesus teaches us to love one
another. Jesus did not say that the rich should love only the
rich and the poor should love only the poor. Jesus did not say
that people need to only love those associated with their ethnicity. We are to love everyone, because Jesus loves everyone.
When a brother or sister in Christ is hurting, angry, or scared
we as the body of Christ need to stand for what is right. We all
come from different places in life and can’t always understand
what people feel, but that’s okay. We can still share the love
of Jesus and stand up for what is right. If one of my youth
would have been in the same situation as George Floyd I
would be out protesting peacefully.
This all just shows the need for Jesus. A few years ago on June
15, 2015 there was a man that went into a church in South
Carolina and killed nine people. There were racial tensions
over this case as there are with what happened to George
Floyd. The difference is in the response. When the families
were given the opportunity they forgave the man that took
the life of their loved ones. What is the difference between
the two? Jesus. Our students are growing up in a time and in
communities that see no issues with correcting wrong with a
wrong. As the church, the body of Christ, we need to do two

things. First, we need to pray that
Jesus would overwhelm the heart of people. Pray that this
rising generation would be the change that this world
needs. Second, we need to be the example. We need to
model what this is like in real life. Students need to be
taught and led by God fearing men and women that will
point them in the right direction. Pray that God would give
you an opportunity to share how Jesus has changed your
life. I hope that each of you have a great month. God

constantly in flux. This nation was founded on the ethic divinely revealed in the Bible. A truly
Christian ethic does not change with the times, and comprises the standards by which all human behavior ultimately
will be judged. As Christians, we are concerned with true morality; legality is, at most, a secondary concern.
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Principle No. 2—There is a profound distinction between “moral” and “legal.” There are certain behaviors in any governed society that are legal but not moral. For example, a member of Congress can deliberately, slanderously, lie with
impunity in the well of the House. It is perfectly legal. Legal, but immoral. Conversely, in most societies there are behaviors that may be perfectly moral but not strictly legal. For example, in every public school in America, it is illegal
for a teacher to lead her class in prayer. It’s illegal, but certainly not immoral. In North Korea possession of a
[Christian] Bible is illegal and reportedly punishable by torture or execution. Possession of a Bible is never immoral. It
is impossible to think clearly about the “rightness” or “wrongness” of human actions when questions of legality and
morality become confused or conflated. To answer the question, “Is it legal?” ask a lawyer. To answer the question,
“Is it moral?” read on.

In Christ,
Isaac Walton
What’s Happening
Join the Praise Band, Pastor Mark and now the congregation every Sunday morning at 11:00 a.m. for a message from God’s word through song and word on the
Glenwood Baptist Facebook Page or at gbcor.org.

MUSIC NOTES
It is so great to be back with you in worship service.
God has been so faithful to us during this time. God
has also allowed us to start a new Ministry here at
Glenwood. We are able to now be live with our services. Isaac, Pastor Mark and I have talked and prayed
about this for well over a year and we felt like we was
not ready, but God told us you all are ready. God is
good all the time and all the time God is good.
With summer here, and everything that is happening,
we have decided to postpone choir until sometime
around August. We want everyone to be safe. We are
eagerly anticipating getting back together. We are
praying for each and every one of you during this
time.
I said it before and I will say it again, you know that
worship is not just on Sunday mornings, it is every day
of the week.
Pray for the Praise team and for Pastor Mark as God
allows us to be His vessels through worship and leadership during the coming days and weeks.
Praise ye the Lord,
Bryan

Principle No. 3—The morality of any thought, action, behavior, or law can be determined by applying the law of love.
As Christians, the standard by which we must live is higher than the laws of men and of nations. We are called to live
by the law of love: Love the Lord your God with all your heart, soul, and mind, and your neighbor as yourself. Such
love is love that prefers others above self, love that adheres to the Golden Rule, love that is consistent with the Ten
Commandments, love that always seeks for others God’s best for their lives. I’ve found—and believe that the Bible
teaches—that the morality of any human behavior, action, or legal stipulation can be discovered by carefully applying
God’s law of love. Note the caveat “carefully.” A superficial or simplistic understanding of the law of love and its application will frequently lead one astray. To assume that the law of love leaves no room for discipline, correction, selfdefense, or even war is to dangerously misunderstand the law of love. It is never true love to be complicit with, and
thereby to abet, immoral behavior. Properly understood, the law of love stands against evil, stands for righteousness
and truth, and promotes that which is loving, noble, and good.
Principle No. 4—In certain situations, civil disobedience may be morally permissible, morally obligatory, or morally
supererogatory. I mention civil disobedience here specifically because of its timeliness. Are there situations in which
civil disobedience is morally acceptable? Yes. Are there times when civil disobedience is morally required? Yes. Are
there situations in which civil disobedience exceeds what is morally required? Again, the answer is “Yes.” There are
also times and situations in which civil disobedience is terribly immoral. How is one to know the difference. As with
the law of love, a simplistic approach is dangerous, but the answer to two questions will help us evaluate any act of
civil disobedience responsibly:
Do civil authorities command what God forbids or forbid what God commands?
Is the expression of civil disobedience consistent with the law of love?
If the answer to either of these questions is “No,” then civil disobedience is immoral. If the answer to both questions
is “Yes,” then civil disobedience may be morally permissible or even morally required.
In the case of the “civil disobedience” we see in major cities around the nation, clearly the answer to both questions
above is “No.” The riotous behavior we see on the news is an utterly immoral response to any event, however tragic
and reprehensible that event may have been.
As we “see the Day approaching” (Heb. 10:25) it is more important than ever that Christians be clear-headed in our
thinking, and moral in our response to happenings all around us. “Fuzzy thinking” can do great harm to Kingdom
causes. If we carefully apply the principles outlined above, we will be able to address the issues of the day with confidence and represent well the way of Christ.
Pastor Mark
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As I write these words, large portions of the cities of St. Paul and Minneapolis are still smoldering after another night of rioting, looting, and senseless
destruction of property. Firefighters were unable to access the fires because
of the violent mobs. Police officers were ordered to retreat as buildings
burned, rocks and bottles were hurled, and anarchy prevailed. What ignited
this explosion of lawlessness? The killing of a man named George Floyd by a
Minneapolis police officer. Was the killing justified? Hardly. Was it tragic?
Absolutely. Was it murder? I do not know. Sadly, our nation has been down
this road often enough for us to know that things are not always what they
seem. There seems always to be video and other evidence that goes unseen
by the public because it does not further the agenda of whomever happens
to be doing the reporting—on either side of the issue. Such irresponsible reporting by the media serves only to fan the flames of chaos, causing it to
spread in unpredictable and often unrestrainable ways.
Given all of this unrest on the heels of the pandemic, the overreach of many
government officials, and nationwide protests over violations of civil liberties, it may seem that the very fabric of society is unraveling and “the failure
of civility” has begun. Personally, I am hopeful that these issues will be resolved before things go that far. But in times like these, the people of God
need to be well-versed on the moral and ethical principles of civil disobedience, and to develop the skill to be clear-headed in a sea of raging emotions.
Obviously, that is a tall order and beyond what a brief newsletter article
could hope to accomplish, but allow me to share with you a few basic principles that are fundamental to building a robust Christian ethic.
Principle No. 1—God, not human consensus, defines what is moral. As Christians, we understand that true morality is not defined by majority vote, minority pressure, or dictatorial decree. The question of morality is not to be
adjudicated by cultural norms, political correctness, or social pressure. Pragmatically speaking, each of these things are fickle, fluid, and inconsistent.
Defining morality by these factors results in an ethic that is (continued on page 3)

STUDENT MINISTRY
Students,
I hope that each of you are doing well. It has been great to be
back together on Sunday mornings. While I am thankful for
how we have been able to keep things going through other
methods, there is no replacement for worshiping the Lord together.
Today, I am saddened because of some of the recent events.
What was done to George Floyd is a horrible. Things like this
just shouldn’t happen anywhere, let alone in America where
we are innocent until proven guilty. I do not know if this was
racially motivated, or simply a case of poor policing, or both.
Whatever the case may be, a man should not be killed while
under arrest. As a country we need to address these issues.
However, the response by many has been sinful. People are
rioting, stealing, burning down buildings, and throwing rocks
at the police. How does this help bring justice? Why are people hurting the local businesses that have nothing to do with
the situation? How does stealing tvs, liquor, and gaming systems help bring justice to what was done to George Floyd?
Sure there is a time for people to stand up and fight. After all
that is how America was born, but is this really one of those
times?
You might be wondering how this relates to our student ministry. After all, this is different from what we normally discuss.
At Glenwood we have a diverse group. We have students that
are from different races, economic statuses, and cultures.
Throughout the New Testament Jesus teaches us to love one
another. Jesus did not say that the rich should love only the
rich and the poor should love only the poor. Jesus did not say
that people need to only love those associated with their ethnicity. We are to love everyone, because Jesus loves everyone.
When a brother or sister in Christ is hurting, angry, or scared
we as the body of Christ need to stand for what is right. We all
come from different places in life and can’t always understand
what people feel, but that’s okay. We can still share the love
of Jesus and stand up for what is right. If one of my youth
would have been in the same situation as George Floyd I
would be out protesting peacefully.
This all just shows the need for Jesus. A few years ago on June
15, 2015 there was a man that went into a church in South
Carolina and killed nine people. There were racial tensions
over this case as there are with what happened to George
Floyd. The difference is in the response. When the families
were given the opportunity they forgave the man that took
the life of their loved ones. What is the difference between
the two? Jesus. Our students are growing up in a time and in
communities that see no issues with correcting wrong with a
wrong. As the church, the body of Christ, we need to do two

things. First, we need to pray that
Jesus would overwhelm the heart of people. Pray that this
rising generation would be the change that this world
needs. Second, we need to be the example. We need to
model what this is like in real life. Students need to be
taught and led by God fearing men and women that will
point them in the right direction. Pray that God would give
you an opportunity to share how Jesus has changed your
life. I hope that each of you have a great month. God

constantly in flux. This nation was founded on the ethic divinely revealed in the Bible. A truly
Christian ethic does not change with the times, and comprises the standards by which all human behavior ultimately
will be judged. As Christians, we are concerned with true morality; legality is, at most, a secondary concern.
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Principle No. 2—There is a profound distinction between “moral” and “legal.” There are certain behaviors in any governed society that are legal but not moral. For example, a member of Congress can deliberately, slanderously, lie with
impunity in the well of the House. It is perfectly legal. Legal, but immoral. Conversely, in most societies there are behaviors that may be perfectly moral but not strictly legal. For example, in every public school in America, it is illegal
for a teacher to lead her class in prayer. It’s illegal, but certainly not immoral. In North Korea possession of a
[Christian] Bible is illegal and reportedly punishable by torture or execution. Possession of a Bible is never immoral. It
is impossible to think clearly about the “rightness” or “wrongness” of human actions when questions of legality and
morality become confused or conflated. To answer the question, “Is it legal?” ask a lawyer. To answer the question,
“Is it moral?” read on.

In Christ,
Isaac Walton
What’s Happening
Join the Praise Band, Pastor Mark and now the congregation every Sunday morning at 11:00 a.m. for a message from God’s word through song and word on the
Glenwood Baptist Facebook Page or at gbcor.org.

MUSIC NOTES
It is so great to be back with you in worship service.
God has been so faithful to us during this time. God
has also allowed us to start a new Ministry here at
Glenwood. We are able to now be live with our services. Isaac, Pastor Mark and I have talked and prayed
about this for well over a year and we felt like we was
not ready, but God told us you all are ready. God is
good all the time and all the time God is good.
With summer here, and everything that is happening,
we have decided to postpone choir until sometime
around August. We want everyone to be safe. We are
eagerly anticipating getting back together. We are
praying for each and every one of you during this
time.
I said it before and I will say it again, you know that
worship is not just on Sunday mornings, it is every day
of the week.
Pray for the Praise team and for Pastor Mark as God
allows us to be His vessels through worship and leadership during the coming days and weeks.
Praise ye the Lord,
Bryan

Principle No. 3—The morality of any thought, action, behavior, or law can be determined by applying the law of love.
As Christians, the standard by which we must live is higher than the laws of men and of nations. We are called to live
by the law of love: Love the Lord your God with all your heart, soul, and mind, and your neighbor as yourself. Such
love is love that prefers others above self, love that adheres to the Golden Rule, love that is consistent with the Ten
Commandments, love that always seeks for others God’s best for their lives. I’ve found—and believe that the Bible
teaches—that the morality of any human behavior, action, or legal stipulation can be discovered by carefully applying
God’s law of love. Note the caveat “carefully.” A superficial or simplistic understanding of the law of love and its application will frequently lead one astray. To assume that the law of love leaves no room for discipline, correction, selfdefense, or even war is to dangerously misunderstand the law of love. It is never true love to be complicit with, and
thereby to abet, immoral behavior. Properly understood, the law of love stands against evil, stands for righteousness
and truth, and promotes that which is loving, noble, and good.
Principle No. 4—In certain situations, civil disobedience may be morally permissible, morally obligatory, or morally
supererogatory. I mention civil disobedience here specifically because of its timeliness. Are there situations in which
civil disobedience is morally acceptable? Yes. Are there times when civil disobedience is morally required? Yes. Are
there situations in which civil disobedience exceeds what is morally required? Again, the answer is “Yes.” There are
also times and situations in which civil disobedience is terribly immoral. How is one to know the difference. As with
the law of love, a simplistic approach is dangerous, but the answer to two questions will help us evaluate any act of
civil disobedience responsibly:
Do civil authorities command what God forbids or forbid what God commands?
Is the expression of civil disobedience consistent with the law of love?
If the answer to either of these questions is “No,” then civil disobedience is immoral. If the answer to both questions
is “Yes,” then civil disobedience may be morally permissible or even morally required.
In the case of the “civil disobedience” we see in major cities around the nation, clearly the answer to both questions
above is “No.” The riotous behavior we see on the news is an utterly immoral response to any event, however tragic
and reprehensible that event may have been.
As we “see the Day approaching” (Heb. 10:25) it is more important than ever that Christians be clear-headed in our
thinking, and moral in our response to happenings all around us. “Fuzzy thinking” can do great harm to Kingdom
causes. If we carefully apply the principles outlined above, we will be able to address the issues of the day with confidence and represent well the way of Christ.
Pastor Mark
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As I write these words, large portions of the cities of St. Paul and Minneapolis are still smoldering after another night of rioting, looting, and senseless
destruction of property. Firefighters were unable to access the fires because
of the violent mobs. Police officers were ordered to retreat as buildings
burned, rocks and bottles were hurled, and anarchy prevailed. What ignited
this explosion of lawlessness? The killing of a man named George Floyd by a
Minneapolis police officer. Was the killing justified? Hardly. Was it tragic?
Absolutely. Was it murder? I do not know. Sadly, our nation has been down
this road often enough for us to know that things are not always what they
seem. There seems always to be video and other evidence that goes unseen
by the public because it does not further the agenda of whomever happens
to be doing the reporting—on either side of the issue. Such irresponsible reporting by the media serves only to fan the flames of chaos, causing it to
spread in unpredictable and often unrestrainable ways.
Given all of this unrest on the heels of the pandemic, the overreach of many
government officials, and nationwide protests over violations of civil liberties, it may seem that the very fabric of society is unraveling and “the failure
of civility” has begun. Personally, I am hopeful that these issues will be resolved before things go that far. But in times like these, the people of God
need to be well-versed on the moral and ethical principles of civil disobedience, and to develop the skill to be clear-headed in a sea of raging emotions.
Obviously, that is a tall order and beyond what a brief newsletter article
could hope to accomplish, but allow me to share with you a few basic principles that are fundamental to building a robust Christian ethic.
Principle No. 1—God, not human consensus, defines what is moral. As Christians, we understand that true morality is not defined by majority vote, minority pressure, or dictatorial decree. The question of morality is not to be
adjudicated by cultural norms, political correctness, or social pressure. Pragmatically speaking, each of these things are fickle, fluid, and inconsistent.
Defining morality by these factors results in an ethic that is (continued on page 3)

STUDENT MINISTRY
Students,
I hope that each of you are doing well. It has been great to be
back together on Sunday mornings. While I am thankful for
how we have been able to keep things going through other
methods, there is no replacement for worshiping the Lord together.
Today, I am saddened because of some of the recent events.
What was done to George Floyd is a horrible. Things like this
just shouldn’t happen anywhere, let alone in America where
we are innocent until proven guilty. I do not know if this was
racially motivated, or simply a case of poor policing, or both.
Whatever the case may be, a man should not be killed while
under arrest. As a country we need to address these issues.
However, the response by many has been sinful. People are
rioting, stealing, burning down buildings, and throwing rocks
at the police. How does this help bring justice? Why are people hurting the local businesses that have nothing to do with
the situation? How does stealing tvs, liquor, and gaming systems help bring justice to what was done to George Floyd?
Sure there is a time for people to stand up and fight. After all
that is how America was born, but is this really one of those
times?
You might be wondering how this relates to our student ministry. After all, this is different from what we normally discuss.
At Glenwood we have a diverse group. We have students that
are from different races, economic statuses, and cultures.
Throughout the New Testament Jesus teaches us to love one
another. Jesus did not say that the rich should love only the
rich and the poor should love only the poor. Jesus did not say
that people need to only love those associated with their ethnicity. We are to love everyone, because Jesus loves everyone.
When a brother or sister in Christ is hurting, angry, or scared
we as the body of Christ need to stand for what is right. We all
come from different places in life and can’t always understand
what people feel, but that’s okay. We can still share the love
of Jesus and stand up for what is right. If one of my youth
would have been in the same situation as George Floyd I
would be out protesting peacefully.
This all just shows the need for Jesus. A few years ago on June
15, 2015 there was a man that went into a church in South
Carolina and killed nine people. There were racial tensions
over this case as there are with what happened to George
Floyd. The difference is in the response. When the families
were given the opportunity they forgave the man that took
the life of their loved ones. What is the difference between
the two? Jesus. Our students are growing up in a time and in
communities that see no issues with correcting wrong with a
wrong. As the church, the body of Christ, we need to do two

things. First, we need to pray that
Jesus would overwhelm the heart of people. Pray that this
rising generation would be the change that this world
needs. Second, we need to be the example. We need to
model what this is like in real life. Students need to be
taught and led by God fearing men and women that will
point them in the right direction. Pray that God would give
you an opportunity to share how Jesus has changed your
life. I hope that each of you have a great month. God

constantly in flux. This nation was founded on the ethic divinely revealed in the Bible. A truly
Christian ethic does not change with the times, and comprises the standards by which all human behavior ultimately
will be judged. As Christians, we are concerned with true morality; legality is, at most, a secondary concern.

(Student Ministry, continued)

(Pastor’s Pen, continued)

bless!

Principle No. 2—There is a profound distinction between “moral” and “legal.” There are certain behaviors in any governed society that are legal but not moral. For example, a member of Congress can deliberately, slanderously, lie with
impunity in the well of the House. It is perfectly legal. Legal, but immoral. Conversely, in most societies there are behaviors that may be perfectly moral but not strictly legal. For example, in every public school in America, it is illegal
for a teacher to lead her class in prayer. It’s illegal, but certainly not immoral. In North Korea possession of a
[Christian] Bible is illegal and reportedly punishable by torture or execution. Possession of a Bible is never immoral. It
is impossible to think clearly about the “rightness” or “wrongness” of human actions when questions of legality and
morality become confused or conflated. To answer the question, “Is it legal?” ask a lawyer. To answer the question,
“Is it moral?” read on.

In Christ,
Isaac Walton
What’s Happening
Join the Praise Band, Pastor Mark and now the congregation every Sunday morning at 11:00 a.m. for a message from God’s word through song and word on the
Glenwood Baptist Facebook Page or at gbcor.org.

MUSIC NOTES
It is so great to be back with you in worship service.
God has been so faithful to us during this time. God
has also allowed us to start a new Ministry here at
Glenwood. We are able to now be live with our services. Isaac, Pastor Mark and I have talked and prayed
about this for well over a year and we felt like we was
not ready, but God told us you all are ready. God is
good all the time and all the time God is good.
With summer here, and everything that is happening,
we have decided to postpone choir until sometime
around August. We want everyone to be safe. We are
eagerly anticipating getting back together. We are
praying for each and every one of you during this
time.
I said it before and I will say it again, you know that
worship is not just on Sunday mornings, it is every day
of the week.
Pray for the Praise team and for Pastor Mark as God
allows us to be His vessels through worship and leadership during the coming days and weeks.
Praise ye the Lord,
Bryan

Principle No. 3—The morality of any thought, action, behavior, or law can be determined by applying the law of love.
As Christians, the standard by which we must live is higher than the laws of men and of nations. We are called to live
by the law of love: Love the Lord your God with all your heart, soul, and mind, and your neighbor as yourself. Such
love is love that prefers others above self, love that adheres to the Golden Rule, love that is consistent with the Ten
Commandments, love that always seeks for others God’s best for their lives. I’ve found—and believe that the Bible
teaches—that the morality of any human behavior, action, or legal stipulation can be discovered by carefully applying
God’s law of love. Note the caveat “carefully.” A superficial or simplistic understanding of the law of love and its application will frequently lead one astray. To assume that the law of love leaves no room for discipline, correction, selfdefense, or even war is to dangerously misunderstand the law of love. It is never true love to be complicit with, and
thereby to abet, immoral behavior. Properly understood, the law of love stands against evil, stands for righteousness
and truth, and promotes that which is loving, noble, and good.
Principle No. 4—In certain situations, civil disobedience may be morally permissible, morally obligatory, or morally
supererogatory. I mention civil disobedience here specifically because of its timeliness. Are there situations in which
civil disobedience is morally acceptable? Yes. Are there times when civil disobedience is morally required? Yes. Are
there situations in which civil disobedience exceeds what is morally required? Again, the answer is “Yes.” There are
also times and situations in which civil disobedience is terribly immoral. How is one to know the difference. As with
the law of love, a simplistic approach is dangerous, but the answer to two questions will help us evaluate any act of
civil disobedience responsibly:
Do civil authorities command what God forbids or forbid what God commands?
Is the expression of civil disobedience consistent with the law of love?
If the answer to either of these questions is “No,” then civil disobedience is immoral. If the answer to both questions
is “Yes,” then civil disobedience may be morally permissible or even morally required.
In the case of the “civil disobedience” we see in major cities around the nation, clearly the answer to both questions
above is “No.” The riotous behavior we see on the news is an utterly immoral response to any event, however tragic
and reprehensible that event may have been.
As we “see the Day approaching” (Heb. 10:25) it is more important than ever that Christians be clear-headed in our
thinking, and moral in our response to happenings all around us. “Fuzzy thinking” can do great harm to Kingdom
causes. If we carefully apply the principles outlined above, we will be able to address the issues of the day with confidence and represent well the way of Christ.
Pastor Mark
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As I write these words, large portions of the cities of St. Paul and Minneapolis are still smoldering after another night of rioting, looting, and senseless
destruction of property. Firefighters were unable to access the fires because
of the violent mobs. Police officers were ordered to retreat as buildings
burned, rocks and bottles were hurled, and anarchy prevailed. What ignited
this explosion of lawlessness? The killing of a man named George Floyd by a
Minneapolis police officer. Was the killing justified? Hardly. Was it tragic?
Absolutely. Was it murder? I do not know. Sadly, our nation has been down
this road often enough for us to know that things are not always what they
seem. There seems always to be video and other evidence that goes unseen
by the public because it does not further the agenda of whomever happens
to be doing the reporting—on either side of the issue. Such irresponsible reporting by the media serves only to fan the flames of chaos, causing it to
spread in unpredictable and often unrestrainable ways.
Given all of this unrest on the heels of the pandemic, the overreach of many
government officials, and nationwide protests over violations of civil liberties, it may seem that the very fabric of society is unraveling and “the failure
of civility” has begun. Personally, I am hopeful that these issues will be resolved before things go that far. But in times like these, the people of God
need to be well-versed on the moral and ethical principles of civil disobedience, and to develop the skill to be clear-headed in a sea of raging emotions.
Obviously, that is a tall order and beyond what a brief newsletter article
could hope to accomplish, but allow me to share with you a few basic principles that are fundamental to building a robust Christian ethic.
Principle No. 1—God, not human consensus, defines what is moral. As Christians, we understand that true morality is not defined by majority vote, minority pressure, or dictatorial decree. The question of morality is not to be
adjudicated by cultural norms, political correctness, or social pressure. Pragmatically speaking, each of these things are fickle, fluid, and inconsistent.
Defining morality by these factors results in an ethic that is (continued on page 3)

STUDENT MINISTRY
Students,
I hope that each of you are doing well. It has been great to be
back together on Sunday mornings. While I am thankful for
how we have been able to keep things going through other
methods, there is no replacement for worshiping the Lord together.
Today, I am saddened because of some of the recent events.
What was done to George Floyd is a horrible. Things like this
just shouldn’t happen anywhere, let alone in America where
we are innocent until proven guilty. I do not know if this was
racially motivated, or simply a case of poor policing, or both.
Whatever the case may be, a man should not be killed while
under arrest. As a country we need to address these issues.
However, the response by many has been sinful. People are
rioting, stealing, burning down buildings, and throwing rocks
at the police. How does this help bring justice? Why are people hurting the local businesses that have nothing to do with
the situation? How does stealing tvs, liquor, and gaming systems help bring justice to what was done to George Floyd?
Sure there is a time for people to stand up and fight. After all
that is how America was born, but is this really one of those
times?
You might be wondering how this relates to our student ministry. After all, this is different from what we normally discuss.
At Glenwood we have a diverse group. We have students that
are from different races, economic statuses, and cultures.
Throughout the New Testament Jesus teaches us to love one
another. Jesus did not say that the rich should love only the
rich and the poor should love only the poor. Jesus did not say
that people need to only love those associated with their ethnicity. We are to love everyone, because Jesus loves everyone.
When a brother or sister in Christ is hurting, angry, or scared
we as the body of Christ need to stand for what is right. We all
come from different places in life and can’t always understand
what people feel, but that’s okay. We can still share the love
of Jesus and stand up for what is right. If one of my youth
would have been in the same situation as George Floyd I
would be out protesting peacefully.
This all just shows the need for Jesus. A few years ago on June
15, 2015 there was a man that went into a church in South
Carolina and killed nine people. There were racial tensions
over this case as there are with what happened to George
Floyd. The difference is in the response. When the families
were given the opportunity they forgave the man that took
the life of their loved ones. What is the difference between
the two? Jesus. Our students are growing up in a time and in
communities that see no issues with correcting wrong with a
wrong. As the church, the body of Christ, we need to do two

things. First, we need to pray that
Jesus would overwhelm the heart of people. Pray that this
rising generation would be the change that this world
needs. Second, we need to be the example. We need to
model what this is like in real life. Students need to be
taught and led by God fearing men and women that will
point them in the right direction. Pray that God would give
you an opportunity to share how Jesus has changed your
life. I hope that each of you have a great month. God

constantly in flux. This nation was founded on the ethic divinely revealed in the Bible. A truly
Christian ethic does not change with the times, and comprises the standards by which all human behavior ultimately
will be judged. As Christians, we are concerned with true morality; legality is, at most, a secondary concern.
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Principle No. 2—There is a profound distinction between “moral” and “legal.” There are certain behaviors in any governed society that are legal but not moral. For example, a member of Congress can deliberately, slanderously, lie with
impunity in the well of the House. It is perfectly legal. Legal, but immoral. Conversely, in most societies there are behaviors that may be perfectly moral but not strictly legal. For example, in every public school in America, it is illegal
for a teacher to lead her class in prayer. It’s illegal, but certainly not immoral. In North Korea possession of a
[Christian] Bible is illegal and reportedly punishable by torture or execution. Possession of a Bible is never immoral. It
is impossible to think clearly about the “rightness” or “wrongness” of human actions when questions of legality and
morality become confused or conflated. To answer the question, “Is it legal?” ask a lawyer. To answer the question,
“Is it moral?” read on.

In Christ,
Isaac Walton
What’s Happening
Join the Praise Band, Pastor Mark and now the congregation every Sunday morning at 11:00 a.m. for a message from God’s word through song and word on the
Glenwood Baptist Facebook Page or at gbcor.org.

MUSIC NOTES
It is so great to be back with you in worship service.
God has been so faithful to us during this time. God
has also allowed us to start a new Ministry here at
Glenwood. We are able to now be live with our services. Isaac, Pastor Mark and I have talked and prayed
about this for well over a year and we felt like we was
not ready, but God told us you all are ready. God is
good all the time and all the time God is good.
With summer here, and everything that is happening,
we have decided to postpone choir until sometime
around August. We want everyone to be safe. We are
eagerly anticipating getting back together. We are
praying for each and every one of you during this
time.
I said it before and I will say it again, you know that
worship is not just on Sunday mornings, it is every day
of the week.
Pray for the Praise team and for Pastor Mark as God
allows us to be His vessels through worship and leadership during the coming days and weeks.
Praise ye the Lord,
Bryan

Principle No. 3—The morality of any thought, action, behavior, or law can be determined by applying the law of love.
As Christians, the standard by which we must live is higher than the laws of men and of nations. We are called to live
by the law of love: Love the Lord your God with all your heart, soul, and mind, and your neighbor as yourself. Such
love is love that prefers others above self, love that adheres to the Golden Rule, love that is consistent with the Ten
Commandments, love that always seeks for others God’s best for their lives. I’ve found—and believe that the Bible
teaches—that the morality of any human behavior, action, or legal stipulation can be discovered by carefully applying
God’s law of love. Note the caveat “carefully.” A superficial or simplistic understanding of the law of love and its application will frequently lead one astray. To assume that the law of love leaves no room for discipline, correction, selfdefense, or even war is to dangerously misunderstand the law of love. It is never true love to be complicit with, and
thereby to abet, immoral behavior. Properly understood, the law of love stands against evil, stands for righteousness
and truth, and promotes that which is loving, noble, and good.
Principle No. 4—In certain situations, civil disobedience may be morally permissible, morally obligatory, or morally
supererogatory. I mention civil disobedience here specifically because of its timeliness. Are there situations in which
civil disobedience is morally acceptable? Yes. Are there times when civil disobedience is morally required? Yes. Are
there situations in which civil disobedience exceeds what is morally required? Again, the answer is “Yes.” There are
also times and situations in which civil disobedience is terribly immoral. How is one to know the difference. As with
the law of love, a simplistic approach is dangerous, but the answer to two questions will help us evaluate any act of
civil disobedience responsibly:
Do civil authorities command what God forbids or forbid what God commands?
Is the expression of civil disobedience consistent with the law of love?
If the answer to either of these questions is “No,” then civil disobedience is immoral. If the answer to both questions
is “Yes,” then civil disobedience may be morally permissible or even morally required.
In the case of the “civil disobedience” we see in major cities around the nation, clearly the answer to both questions
above is “No.” The riotous behavior we see on the news is an utterly immoral response to any event, however tragic
and reprehensible that event may have been.
As we “see the Day approaching” (Heb. 10:25) it is more important than ever that Christians be clear-headed in our
thinking, and moral in our response to happenings all around us. “Fuzzy thinking” can do great harm to Kingdom
causes. If we carefully apply the principles outlined above, we will be able to address the issues of the day with confidence and represent well the way of Christ.
Pastor Mark
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As I write these words, large portions of the cities of St. Paul and Minneapolis are still smoldering after another night of rioting, looting, and senseless
destruction of property. Firefighters were unable to access the fires because
of the violent mobs. Police officers were ordered to retreat as buildings
burned, rocks and bottles were hurled, and anarchy prevailed. What ignited
this explosion of lawlessness? The killing of a man named George Floyd by a
Minneapolis police officer. Was the killing justified? Hardly. Was it tragic?
Absolutely. Was it murder? I do not know. Sadly, our nation has been down
this road often enough for us to know that things are not always what they
seem. There seems always to be video and other evidence that goes unseen
by the public because it does not further the agenda of whomever happens
to be doing the reporting—on either side of the issue. Such irresponsible reporting by the media serves only to fan the flames of chaos, causing it to
spread in unpredictable and often unrestrainable ways.
Given all of this unrest on the heels of the pandemic, the overreach of many
government officials, and nationwide protests over violations of civil liberties, it may seem that the very fabric of society is unraveling and “the failure
of civility” has begun. Personally, I am hopeful that these issues will be resolved before things go that far. But in times like these, the people of God
need to be well-versed on the moral and ethical principles of civil disobedience, and to develop the skill to be clear-headed in a sea of raging emotions.
Obviously, that is a tall order and beyond what a brief newsletter article
could hope to accomplish, but allow me to share with you a few basic principles that are fundamental to building a robust Christian ethic.
Principle No. 1—God, not human consensus, defines what is moral. As Christians, we understand that true morality is not defined by majority vote, minority pressure, or dictatorial decree. The question of morality is not to be
adjudicated by cultural norms, political correctness, or social pressure. Pragmatically speaking, each of these things are fickle, fluid, and inconsistent.
Defining morality by these factors results in an ethic that is (continued on page 3)

STUDENT MINISTRY
Students,
I hope that each of you are doing well. It has been great to be
back together on Sunday mornings. While I am thankful for
how we have been able to keep things going through other
methods, there is no replacement for worshiping the Lord together.
Today, I am saddened because of some of the recent events.
What was done to George Floyd is a horrible. Things like this
just shouldn’t happen anywhere, let alone in America where
we are innocent until proven guilty. I do not know if this was
racially motivated, or simply a case of poor policing, or both.
Whatever the case may be, a man should not be killed while
under arrest. As a country we need to address these issues.
However, the response by many has been sinful. People are
rioting, stealing, burning down buildings, and throwing rocks
at the police. How does this help bring justice? Why are people hurting the local businesses that have nothing to do with
the situation? How does stealing tvs, liquor, and gaming systems help bring justice to what was done to George Floyd?
Sure there is a time for people to stand up and fight. After all
that is how America was born, but is this really one of those
times?
You might be wondering how this relates to our student ministry. After all, this is different from what we normally discuss.
At Glenwood we have a diverse group. We have students that
are from different races, economic statuses, and cultures.
Throughout the New Testament Jesus teaches us to love one
another. Jesus did not say that the rich should love only the
rich and the poor should love only the poor. Jesus did not say
that people need to only love those associated with their ethnicity. We are to love everyone, because Jesus loves everyone.
When a brother or sister in Christ is hurting, angry, or scared
we as the body of Christ need to stand for what is right. We all
come from different places in life and can’t always understand
what people feel, but that’s okay. We can still share the love
of Jesus and stand up for what is right. If one of my youth
would have been in the same situation as George Floyd I
would be out protesting peacefully.
This all just shows the need for Jesus. A few years ago on June
15, 2015 there was a man that went into a church in South
Carolina and killed nine people. There were racial tensions
over this case as there are with what happened to George
Floyd. The difference is in the response. When the families
were given the opportunity they forgave the man that took
the life of their loved ones. What is the difference between
the two? Jesus. Our students are growing up in a time and in
communities that see no issues with correcting wrong with a
wrong. As the church, the body of Christ, we need to do two

things. First, we need to pray that
Jesus would overwhelm the heart of people. Pray that this
rising generation would be the change that this world
needs. Second, we need to be the example. We need to
model what this is like in real life. Students need to be
taught and led by God fearing men and women that will
point them in the right direction. Pray that God would give
you an opportunity to share how Jesus has changed your
life. I hope that each of you have a great month. God

constantly in flux. This nation was founded on the ethic divinely revealed in the Bible. A truly
Christian ethic does not change with the times, and comprises the standards by which all human behavior ultimately
will be judged. As Christians, we are concerned with true morality; legality is, at most, a secondary concern.

(Student Ministry, continued)

(Pastor’s Pen, continued)

bless!

Principle No. 2—There is a profound distinction between “moral” and “legal.” There are certain behaviors in any governed society that are legal but not moral. For example, a member of Congress can deliberately, slanderously, lie with
impunity in the well of the House. It is perfectly legal. Legal, but immoral. Conversely, in most societies there are behaviors that may be perfectly moral but not strictly legal. For example, in every public school in America, it is illegal
for a teacher to lead her class in prayer. It’s illegal, but certainly not immoral. In North Korea possession of a
[Christian] Bible is illegal and reportedly punishable by torture or execution. Possession of a Bible is never immoral. It
is impossible to think clearly about the “rightness” or “wrongness” of human actions when questions of legality and
morality become confused or conflated. To answer the question, “Is it legal?” ask a lawyer. To answer the question,
“Is it moral?” read on.

In Christ,
Isaac Walton
What’s Happening
Join the Praise Band, Pastor Mark and now the congregation every Sunday morning at 11:00 a.m. for a message from God’s word through song and word on the
Glenwood Baptist Facebook Page or at gbcor.org.

MUSIC NOTES
It is so great to be back with you in worship service.
God has been so faithful to us during this time. God
has also allowed us to start a new Ministry here at
Glenwood. We are able to now be live with our services. Isaac, Pastor Mark and I have talked and prayed
about this for well over a year and we felt like we was
not ready, but God told us you all are ready. God is
good all the time and all the time God is good.
With summer here, and everything that is happening,
we have decided to postpone choir until sometime
around August. We want everyone to be safe. We are
eagerly anticipating getting back together. We are
praying for each and every one of you during this
time.
I said it before and I will say it again, you know that
worship is not just on Sunday mornings, it is every day
of the week.
Pray for the Praise team and for Pastor Mark as God
allows us to be His vessels through worship and leadership during the coming days and weeks.
Praise ye the Lord,
Bryan

Principle No. 3—The morality of any thought, action, behavior, or law can be determined by applying the law of love.
As Christians, the standard by which we must live is higher than the laws of men and of nations. We are called to live
by the law of love: Love the Lord your God with all your heart, soul, and mind, and your neighbor as yourself. Such
love is love that prefers others above self, love that adheres to the Golden Rule, love that is consistent with the Ten
Commandments, love that always seeks for others God’s best for their lives. I’ve found—and believe that the Bible
teaches—that the morality of any human behavior, action, or legal stipulation can be discovered by carefully applying
God’s law of love. Note the caveat “carefully.” A superficial or simplistic understanding of the law of love and its application will frequently lead one astray. To assume that the law of love leaves no room for discipline, correction, selfdefense, or even war is to dangerously misunderstand the law of love. It is never true love to be complicit with, and
thereby to abet, immoral behavior. Properly understood, the law of love stands against evil, stands for righteousness
and truth, and promotes that which is loving, noble, and good.
Principle No. 4—In certain situations, civil disobedience may be morally permissible, morally obligatory, or morally
supererogatory. I mention civil disobedience here specifically because of its timeliness. Are there situations in which
civil disobedience is morally acceptable? Yes. Are there times when civil disobedience is morally required? Yes. Are
there situations in which civil disobedience exceeds what is morally required? Again, the answer is “Yes.” There are
also times and situations in which civil disobedience is terribly immoral. How is one to know the difference. As with
the law of love, a simplistic approach is dangerous, but the answer to two questions will help us evaluate any act of
civil disobedience responsibly:
Do civil authorities command what God forbids or forbid what God commands?
Is the expression of civil disobedience consistent with the law of love?
If the answer to either of these questions is “No,” then civil disobedience is immoral. If the answer to both questions
is “Yes,” then civil disobedience may be morally permissible or even morally required.
In the case of the “civil disobedience” we see in major cities around the nation, clearly the answer to both questions
above is “No.” The riotous behavior we see on the news is an utterly immoral response to any event, however tragic
and reprehensible that event may have been.
As we “see the Day approaching” (Heb. 10:25) it is more important than ever that Christians be clear-headed in our
thinking, and moral in our response to happenings all around us. “Fuzzy thinking” can do great harm to Kingdom
causes. If we carefully apply the principles outlined above, we will be able to address the issues of the day with confidence and represent well the way of Christ.
Pastor Mark
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As I write these words, large portions of the cities of St. Paul and Minneapolis are still smoldering after another night of rioting, looting, and senseless
destruction of property. Firefighters were unable to access the fires because
of the violent mobs. Police officers were ordered to retreat as buildings
burned, rocks and bottles were hurled, and anarchy prevailed. What ignited
this explosion of lawlessness? The killing of a man named George Floyd by a
Minneapolis police officer. Was the killing justified? Hardly. Was it tragic?
Absolutely. Was it murder? I do not know. Sadly, our nation has been down
this road often enough for us to know that things are not always what they
seem. There seems always to be video and other evidence that goes unseen
by the public because it does not further the agenda of whomever happens
to be doing the reporting—on either side of the issue. Such irresponsible reporting by the media serves only to fan the flames of chaos, causing it to
spread in unpredictable and often unrestrainable ways.
Given all of this unrest on the heels of the pandemic, the overreach of many
government officials, and nationwide protests over violations of civil liberties, it may seem that the very fabric of society is unraveling and “the failure
of civility” has begun. Personally, I am hopeful that these issues will be resolved before things go that far. But in times like these, the people of God
need to be well-versed on the moral and ethical principles of civil disobedience, and to develop the skill to be clear-headed in a sea of raging emotions.
Obviously, that is a tall order and beyond what a brief newsletter article
could hope to accomplish, but allow me to share with you a few basic principles that are fundamental to building a robust Christian ethic.
Principle No. 1—God, not human consensus, defines what is moral. As Christians, we understand that true morality is not defined by majority vote, minority pressure, or dictatorial decree. The question of morality is not to be
adjudicated by cultural norms, political correctness, or social pressure. Pragmatically speaking, each of these things are fickle, fluid, and inconsistent.
Defining morality by these factors results in an ethic that is (continued on page 3)

STUDENT MINISTRY
Students,
I hope that each of you are doing well. It has been great to be
back together on Sunday mornings. While I am thankful for
how we have been able to keep things going through other
methods, there is no replacement for worshiping the Lord together.
Today, I am saddened because of some of the recent events.
What was done to George Floyd is a horrible. Things like this
just shouldn’t happen anywhere, let alone in America where
we are innocent until proven guilty. I do not know if this was
racially motivated, or simply a case of poor policing, or both.
Whatever the case may be, a man should not be killed while
under arrest. As a country we need to address these issues.
However, the response by many has been sinful. People are
rioting, stealing, burning down buildings, and throwing rocks
at the police. How does this help bring justice? Why are people hurting the local businesses that have nothing to do with
the situation? How does stealing tvs, liquor, and gaming systems help bring justice to what was done to George Floyd?
Sure there is a time for people to stand up and fight. After all
that is how America was born, but is this really one of those
times?
You might be wondering how this relates to our student ministry. After all, this is different from what we normally discuss.
At Glenwood we have a diverse group. We have students that
are from different races, economic statuses, and cultures.
Throughout the New Testament Jesus teaches us to love one
another. Jesus did not say that the rich should love only the
rich and the poor should love only the poor. Jesus did not say
that people need to only love those associated with their ethnicity. We are to love everyone, because Jesus loves everyone.
When a brother or sister in Christ is hurting, angry, or scared
we as the body of Christ need to stand for what is right. We all
come from different places in life and can’t always understand
what people feel, but that’s okay. We can still share the love
of Jesus and stand up for what is right. If one of my youth
would have been in the same situation as George Floyd I
would be out protesting peacefully.
This all just shows the need for Jesus. A few years ago on June
15, 2015 there was a man that went into a church in South
Carolina and killed nine people. There were racial tensions
over this case as there are with what happened to George
Floyd. The difference is in the response. When the families
were given the opportunity they forgave the man that took
the life of their loved ones. What is the difference between
the two? Jesus. Our students are growing up in a time and in
communities that see no issues with correcting wrong with a
wrong. As the church, the body of Christ, we need to do two

things. First, we need to pray that
Jesus would overwhelm the heart of people. Pray that this
rising generation would be the change that this world
needs. Second, we need to be the example. We need to
model what this is like in real life. Students need to be
taught and led by God fearing men and women that will
point them in the right direction. Pray that God would give
you an opportunity to share how Jesus has changed your
life. I hope that each of you have a great month. God

constantly in flux. This nation was founded on the ethic divinely revealed in the Bible. A truly
Christian ethic does not change with the times, and comprises the standards by which all human behavior ultimately
will be judged. As Christians, we are concerned with true morality; legality is, at most, a secondary concern.

(Student Ministry, continued)

(Pastor’s Pen, continued)
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Principle No. 2—There is a profound distinction between “moral” and “legal.” There are certain behaviors in any governed society that are legal but not moral. For example, a member of Congress can deliberately, slanderously, lie with
impunity in the well of the House. It is perfectly legal. Legal, but immoral. Conversely, in most societies there are behaviors that may be perfectly moral but not strictly legal. For example, in every public school in America, it is illegal
for a teacher to lead her class in prayer. It’s illegal, but certainly not immoral. In North Korea possession of a
[Christian] Bible is illegal and reportedly punishable by torture or execution. Possession of a Bible is never immoral. It
is impossible to think clearly about the “rightness” or “wrongness” of human actions when questions of legality and
morality become confused or conflated. To answer the question, “Is it legal?” ask a lawyer. To answer the question,
“Is it moral?” read on.

In Christ,
Isaac Walton
What’s Happening
Join the Praise Band, Pastor Mark and now the congregation every Sunday morning at 11:00 a.m. for a message from God’s word through song and word on the
Glenwood Baptist Facebook Page or at gbcor.org.

MUSIC NOTES
It is so great to be back with you in worship service.
God has been so faithful to us during this time. God
has also allowed us to start a new Ministry here at
Glenwood. We are able to now be live with our services. Isaac, Pastor Mark and I have talked and prayed
about this for well over a year and we felt like we was
not ready, but God told us you all are ready. God is
good all the time and all the time God is good.
With summer here, and everything that is happening,
we have decided to postpone choir until sometime
around August. We want everyone to be safe. We are
eagerly anticipating getting back together. We are
praying for each and every one of you during this
time.
I said it before and I will say it again, you know that
worship is not just on Sunday mornings, it is every day
of the week.
Pray for the Praise team and for Pastor Mark as God
allows us to be His vessels through worship and leadership during the coming days and weeks.
Praise ye the Lord,
Bryan

Principle No. 3—The morality of any thought, action, behavior, or law can be determined by applying the law of love.
As Christians, the standard by which we must live is higher than the laws of men and of nations. We are called to live
by the law of love: Love the Lord your God with all your heart, soul, and mind, and your neighbor as yourself. Such
love is love that prefers others above self, love that adheres to the Golden Rule, love that is consistent with the Ten
Commandments, love that always seeks for others God’s best for their lives. I’ve found—and believe that the Bible
teaches—that the morality of any human behavior, action, or legal stipulation can be discovered by carefully applying
God’s law of love. Note the caveat “carefully.” A superficial or simplistic understanding of the law of love and its application will frequently lead one astray. To assume that the law of love leaves no room for discipline, correction, selfdefense, or even war is to dangerously misunderstand the law of love. It is never true love to be complicit with, and
thereby to abet, immoral behavior. Properly understood, the law of love stands against evil, stands for righteousness
and truth, and promotes that which is loving, noble, and good.
Principle No. 4—In certain situations, civil disobedience may be morally permissible, morally obligatory, or morally
supererogatory. I mention civil disobedience here specifically because of its timeliness. Are there situations in which
civil disobedience is morally acceptable? Yes. Are there times when civil disobedience is morally required? Yes. Are
there situations in which civil disobedience exceeds what is morally required? Again, the answer is “Yes.” There are
also times and situations in which civil disobedience is terribly immoral. How is one to know the difference. As with
the law of love, a simplistic approach is dangerous, but the answer to two questions will help us evaluate any act of
civil disobedience responsibly:
Do civil authorities command what God forbids or forbid what God commands?
Is the expression of civil disobedience consistent with the law of love?
If the answer to either of these questions is “No,” then civil disobedience is immoral. If the answer to both questions
is “Yes,” then civil disobedience may be morally permissible or even morally required.
In the case of the “civil disobedience” we see in major cities around the nation, clearly the answer to both questions
above is “No.” The riotous behavior we see on the news is an utterly immoral response to any event, however tragic
and reprehensible that event may have been.
As we “see the Day approaching” (Heb. 10:25) it is more important than ever that Christians be clear-headed in our
thinking, and moral in our response to happenings all around us. “Fuzzy thinking” can do great harm to Kingdom
causes. If we carefully apply the principles outlined above, we will be able to address the issues of the day with confidence and represent well the way of Christ.
Pastor Mark
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As I write these words, large portions of the cities of St. Paul and Minneapolis are still smoldering after another night of rioting, looting, and senseless
destruction of property. Firefighters were unable to access the fires because
of the violent mobs. Police officers were ordered to retreat as buildings
burned, rocks and bottles were hurled, and anarchy prevailed. What ignited
this explosion of lawlessness? The killing of a man named George Floyd by a
Minneapolis police officer. Was the killing justified? Hardly. Was it tragic?
Absolutely. Was it murder? I do not know. Sadly, our nation has been down
this road often enough for us to know that things are not always what they
seem. There seems always to be video and other evidence that goes unseen
by the public because it does not further the agenda of whomever happens
to be doing the reporting—on either side of the issue. Such irresponsible reporting by the media serves only to fan the flames of chaos, causing it to
spread in unpredictable and often unrestrainable ways.
Given all of this unrest on the heels of the pandemic, the overreach of many
government officials, and nationwide protests over violations of civil liberties, it may seem that the very fabric of society is unraveling and “the failure
of civility” has begun. Personally, I am hopeful that these issues will be resolved before things go that far. But in times like these, the people of God
need to be well-versed on the moral and ethical principles of civil disobedience, and to develop the skill to be clear-headed in a sea of raging emotions.
Obviously, that is a tall order and beyond what a brief newsletter article
could hope to accomplish, but allow me to share with you a few basic principles that are fundamental to building a robust Christian ethic.
Principle No. 1—God, not human consensus, defines what is moral. As Christians, we understand that true morality is not defined by majority vote, minority pressure, or dictatorial decree. The question of morality is not to be
adjudicated by cultural norms, political correctness, or social pressure. Pragmatically speaking, each of these things are fickle, fluid, and inconsistent.
Defining morality by these factors results in an ethic that is (continued on page 3)

STUDENT MINISTRY
Students,
I hope that each of you are doing well. It has been great to be
back together on Sunday mornings. While I am thankful for
how we have been able to keep things going through other
methods, there is no replacement for worshiping the Lord together.
Today, I am saddened because of some of the recent events.
What was done to George Floyd is a horrible. Things like this
just shouldn’t happen anywhere, let alone in America where
we are innocent until proven guilty. I do not know if this was
racially motivated, or simply a case of poor policing, or both.
Whatever the case may be, a man should not be killed while
under arrest. As a country we need to address these issues.
However, the response by many has been sinful. People are
rioting, stealing, burning down buildings, and throwing rocks
at the police. How does this help bring justice? Why are people hurting the local businesses that have nothing to do with
the situation? How does stealing tvs, liquor, and gaming systems help bring justice to what was done to George Floyd?
Sure there is a time for people to stand up and fight. After all
that is how America was born, but is this really one of those
times?
You might be wondering how this relates to our student ministry. After all, this is different from what we normally discuss.
At Glenwood we have a diverse group. We have students that
are from different races, economic statuses, and cultures.
Throughout the New Testament Jesus teaches us to love one
another. Jesus did not say that the rich should love only the
rich and the poor should love only the poor. Jesus did not say
that people need to only love those associated with their ethnicity. We are to love everyone, because Jesus loves everyone.
When a brother or sister in Christ is hurting, angry, or scared
we as the body of Christ need to stand for what is right. We all
come from different places in life and can’t always understand
what people feel, but that’s okay. We can still share the love
of Jesus and stand up for what is right. If one of my youth
would have been in the same situation as George Floyd I
would be out protesting peacefully.
This all just shows the need for Jesus. A few years ago on June
15, 2015 there was a man that went into a church in South
Carolina and killed nine people. There were racial tensions
over this case as there are with what happened to George
Floyd. The difference is in the response. When the families
were given the opportunity they forgave the man that took
the life of their loved ones. What is the difference between
the two? Jesus. Our students are growing up in a time and in
communities that see no issues with correcting wrong with a
wrong. As the church, the body of Christ, we need to do two

things. First, we need to pray that
Jesus would overwhelm the heart of people. Pray that this
rising generation would be the change that this world
needs. Second, we need to be the example. We need to
model what this is like in real life. Students need to be
taught and led by God fearing men and women that will
point them in the right direction. Pray that God would give
you an opportunity to share how Jesus has changed your
life. I hope that each of you have a great month. God

constantly in flux. This nation was founded on the ethic divinely revealed in the Bible. A truly
Christian ethic does not change with the times, and comprises the standards by which all human behavior ultimately
will be judged. As Christians, we are concerned with true morality; legality is, at most, a secondary concern.

(Student Ministry, continued)

(Pastor’s Pen, continued)
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Principle No. 2—There is a profound distinction between “moral” and “legal.” There are certain behaviors in any governed society that are legal but not moral. For example, a member of Congress can deliberately, slanderously, lie with
impunity in the well of the House. It is perfectly legal. Legal, but immoral. Conversely, in most societies there are behaviors that may be perfectly moral but not strictly legal. For example, in every public school in America, it is illegal
for a teacher to lead her class in prayer. It’s illegal, but certainly not immoral. In North Korea possession of a
[Christian] Bible is illegal and reportedly punishable by torture or execution. Possession of a Bible is never immoral. It
is impossible to think clearly about the “rightness” or “wrongness” of human actions when questions of legality and
morality become confused or conflated. To answer the question, “Is it legal?” ask a lawyer. To answer the question,
“Is it moral?” read on.

In Christ,
Isaac Walton
What’s Happening
Join the Praise Band, Pastor Mark and now the congregation every Sunday morning at 11:00 a.m. for a message from God’s word through song and word on the
Glenwood Baptist Facebook Page or at gbcor.org.

MUSIC NOTES
It is so great to be back with you in worship service.
God has been so faithful to us during this time. God
has also allowed us to start a new Ministry here at
Glenwood. We are able to now be live with our services. Isaac, Pastor Mark and I have talked and prayed
about this for well over a year and we felt like we was
not ready, but God told us you all are ready. God is
good all the time and all the time God is good.
With summer here, and everything that is happening,
we have decided to postpone choir until sometime
around August. We want everyone to be safe. We are
eagerly anticipating getting back together. We are
praying for each and every one of you during this
time.
I said it before and I will say it again, you know that
worship is not just on Sunday mornings, it is every day
of the week.
Pray for the Praise team and for Pastor Mark as God
allows us to be His vessels through worship and leadership during the coming days and weeks.
Praise ye the Lord,
Bryan

Principle No. 3—The morality of any thought, action, behavior, or law can be determined by applying the law of love.
As Christians, the standard by which we must live is higher than the laws of men and of nations. We are called to live
by the law of love: Love the Lord your God with all your heart, soul, and mind, and your neighbor as yourself. Such
love is love that prefers others above self, love that adheres to the Golden Rule, love that is consistent with the Ten
Commandments, love that always seeks for others God’s best for their lives. I’ve found—and believe that the Bible
teaches—that the morality of any human behavior, action, or legal stipulation can be discovered by carefully applying
God’s law of love. Note the caveat “carefully.” A superficial or simplistic understanding of the law of love and its application will frequently lead one astray. To assume that the law of love leaves no room for discipline, correction, selfdefense, or even war is to dangerously misunderstand the law of love. It is never true love to be complicit with, and
thereby to abet, immoral behavior. Properly understood, the law of love stands against evil, stands for righteousness
and truth, and promotes that which is loving, noble, and good.
Principle No. 4—In certain situations, civil disobedience may be morally permissible, morally obligatory, or morally
supererogatory. I mention civil disobedience here specifically because of its timeliness. Are there situations in which
civil disobedience is morally acceptable? Yes. Are there times when civil disobedience is morally required? Yes. Are
there situations in which civil disobedience exceeds what is morally required? Again, the answer is “Yes.” There are
also times and situations in which civil disobedience is terribly immoral. How is one to know the difference. As with
the law of love, a simplistic approach is dangerous, but the answer to two questions will help us evaluate any act of
civil disobedience responsibly:
Do civil authorities command what God forbids or forbid what God commands?
Is the expression of civil disobedience consistent with the law of love?
If the answer to either of these questions is “No,” then civil disobedience is immoral. If the answer to both questions
is “Yes,” then civil disobedience may be morally permissible or even morally required.
In the case of the “civil disobedience” we see in major cities around the nation, clearly the answer to both questions
above is “No.” The riotous behavior we see on the news is an utterly immoral response to any event, however tragic
and reprehensible that event may have been.
As we “see the Day approaching” (Heb. 10:25) it is more important than ever that Christians be clear-headed in our
thinking, and moral in our response to happenings all around us. “Fuzzy thinking” can do great harm to Kingdom
causes. If we carefully apply the principles outlined above, we will be able to address the issues of the day with confidence and represent well the way of Christ.
Pastor Mark
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As I write these words, large portions of the cities of St. Paul and Minneapolis are still smoldering after another night of rioting, looting, and senseless
destruction of property. Firefighters were unable to access the fires because
of the violent mobs. Police officers were ordered to retreat as buildings
burned, rocks and bottles were hurled, and anarchy prevailed. What ignited
this explosion of lawlessness? The killing of a man named George Floyd by a
Minneapolis police officer. Was the killing justified? Hardly. Was it tragic?
Absolutely. Was it murder? I do not know. Sadly, our nation has been down
this road often enough for us to know that things are not always what they
seem. There seems always to be video and other evidence that goes unseen
by the public because it does not further the agenda of whomever happens
to be doing the reporting—on either side of the issue. Such irresponsible reporting by the media serves only to fan the flames of chaos, causing it to
spread in unpredictable and often unrestrainable ways.
Given all of this unrest on the heels of the pandemic, the overreach of many
government officials, and nationwide protests over violations of civil liberties, it may seem that the very fabric of society is unraveling and “the failure
of civility” has begun. Personally, I am hopeful that these issues will be resolved before things go that far. But in times like these, the people of God
need to be well-versed on the moral and ethical principles of civil disobedience, and to develop the skill to be clear-headed in a sea of raging emotions.
Obviously, that is a tall order and beyond what a brief newsletter article
could hope to accomplish, but allow me to share with you a few basic principles that are fundamental to building a robust Christian ethic.
Principle No. 1—God, not human consensus, defines what is moral. As Christians, we understand that true morality is not defined by majority vote, minority pressure, or dictatorial decree. The question of morality is not to be
adjudicated by cultural norms, political correctness, or social pressure. Pragmatically speaking, each of these things are fickle, fluid, and inconsistent.
Defining morality by these factors results in an ethic that is (continued on page 3)

STUDENT MINISTRY
Students,
I hope that each of you are doing well. It has been great to be
back together on Sunday mornings. While I am thankful for
how we have been able to keep things going through other
methods, there is no replacement for worshiping the Lord together.
Today, I am saddened because of some of the recent events.
What was done to George Floyd is a horrible. Things like this
just shouldn’t happen anywhere, let alone in America where
we are innocent until proven guilty. I do not know if this was
racially motivated, or simply a case of poor policing, or both.
Whatever the case may be, a man should not be killed while
under arrest. As a country we need to address these issues.
However, the response by many has been sinful. People are
rioting, stealing, burning down buildings, and throwing rocks
at the police. How does this help bring justice? Why are people hurting the local businesses that have nothing to do with
the situation? How does stealing tvs, liquor, and gaming systems help bring justice to what was done to George Floyd?
Sure there is a time for people to stand up and fight. After all
that is how America was born, but is this really one of those
times?
You might be wondering how this relates to our student ministry. After all, this is different from what we normally discuss.
At Glenwood we have a diverse group. We have students that
are from different races, economic statuses, and cultures.
Throughout the New Testament Jesus teaches us to love one
another. Jesus did not say that the rich should love only the
rich and the poor should love only the poor. Jesus did not say
that people need to only love those associated with their ethnicity. We are to love everyone, because Jesus loves everyone.
When a brother or sister in Christ is hurting, angry, or scared
we as the body of Christ need to stand for what is right. We all
come from different places in life and can’t always understand
what people feel, but that’s okay. We can still share the love
of Jesus and stand up for what is right. If one of my youth
would have been in the same situation as George Floyd I
would be out protesting peacefully.
This all just shows the need for Jesus. A few years ago on June
15, 2015 there was a man that went into a church in South
Carolina and killed nine people. There were racial tensions
over this case as there are with what happened to George
Floyd. The difference is in the response. When the families
were given the opportunity they forgave the man that took
the life of their loved ones. What is the difference between
the two? Jesus. Our students are growing up in a time and in
communities that see no issues with correcting wrong with a
wrong. As the church, the body of Christ, we need to do two

things. First, we need to pray that
Jesus would overwhelm the heart of people. Pray that this
rising generation would be the change that this world
needs. Second, we need to be the example. We need to
model what this is like in real life. Students need to be
taught and led by God fearing men and women that will
point them in the right direction. Pray that God would give
you an opportunity to share how Jesus has changed your
life. I hope that each of you have a great month. God

constantly in flux. This nation was founded on the ethic divinely revealed in the Bible. A truly
Christian ethic does not change with the times, and comprises the standards by which all human behavior ultimately
will be judged. As Christians, we are concerned with true morality; legality is, at most, a secondary concern.
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(Pastor’s Pen, continued)
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Principle No. 2—There is a profound distinction between “moral” and “legal.” There are certain behaviors in any governed society that are legal but not moral. For example, a member of Congress can deliberately, slanderously, lie with
impunity in the well of the House. It is perfectly legal. Legal, but immoral. Conversely, in most societies there are behaviors that may be perfectly moral but not strictly legal. For example, in every public school in America, it is illegal
for a teacher to lead her class in prayer. It’s illegal, but certainly not immoral. In North Korea possession of a
[Christian] Bible is illegal and reportedly punishable by torture or execution. Possession of a Bible is never immoral. It
is impossible to think clearly about the “rightness” or “wrongness” of human actions when questions of legality and
morality become confused or conflated. To answer the question, “Is it legal?” ask a lawyer. To answer the question,
“Is it moral?” read on.

In Christ,
Isaac Walton
What’s Happening
Join the Praise Band, Pastor Mark and now the congregation every Sunday morning at 11:00 a.m. for a message from God’s word through song and word on the
Glenwood Baptist Facebook Page or at gbcor.org.

MUSIC NOTES
It is so great to be back with you in worship service.
God has been so faithful to us during this time. God
has also allowed us to start a new Ministry here at
Glenwood. We are able to now be live with our services. Isaac, Pastor Mark and I have talked and prayed
about this for well over a year and we felt like we was
not ready, but God told us you all are ready. God is
good all the time and all the time God is good.
With summer here, and everything that is happening,
we have decided to postpone choir until sometime
around August. We want everyone to be safe. We are
eagerly anticipating getting back together. We are
praying for each and every one of you during this
time.
I said it before and I will say it again, you know that
worship is not just on Sunday mornings, it is every day
of the week.
Pray for the Praise team and for Pastor Mark as God
allows us to be His vessels through worship and leadership during the coming days and weeks.
Praise ye the Lord,
Bryan

Principle No. 3—The morality of any thought, action, behavior, or law can be determined by applying the law of love.
As Christians, the standard by which we must live is higher than the laws of men and of nations. We are called to live
by the law of love: Love the Lord your God with all your heart, soul, and mind, and your neighbor as yourself. Such
love is love that prefers others above self, love that adheres to the Golden Rule, love that is consistent with the Ten
Commandments, love that always seeks for others God’s best for their lives. I’ve found—and believe that the Bible
teaches—that the morality of any human behavior, action, or legal stipulation can be discovered by carefully applying
God’s law of love. Note the caveat “carefully.” A superficial or simplistic understanding of the law of love and its application will frequently lead one astray. To assume that the law of love leaves no room for discipline, correction, selfdefense, or even war is to dangerously misunderstand the law of love. It is never true love to be complicit with, and
thereby to abet, immoral behavior. Properly understood, the law of love stands against evil, stands for righteousness
and truth, and promotes that which is loving, noble, and good.
Principle No. 4—In certain situations, civil disobedience may be morally permissible, morally obligatory, or morally
supererogatory. I mention civil disobedience here specifically because of its timeliness. Are there situations in which
civil disobedience is morally acceptable? Yes. Are there times when civil disobedience is morally required? Yes. Are
there situations in which civil disobedience exceeds what is morally required? Again, the answer is “Yes.” There are
also times and situations in which civil disobedience is terribly immoral. How is one to know the difference. As with
the law of love, a simplistic approach is dangerous, but the answer to two questions will help us evaluate any act of
civil disobedience responsibly:
Do civil authorities command what God forbids or forbid what God commands?
Is the expression of civil disobedience consistent with the law of love?
If the answer to either of these questions is “No,” then civil disobedience is immoral. If the answer to both questions
is “Yes,” then civil disobedience may be morally permissible or even morally required.
In the case of the “civil disobedience” we see in major cities around the nation, clearly the answer to both questions
above is “No.” The riotous behavior we see on the news is an utterly immoral response to any event, however tragic
and reprehensible that event may have been.
As we “see the Day approaching” (Heb. 10:25) it is more important than ever that Christians be clear-headed in our
thinking, and moral in our response to happenings all around us. “Fuzzy thinking” can do great harm to Kingdom
causes. If we carefully apply the principles outlined above, we will be able to address the issues of the day with confidence and represent well the way of Christ.
Pastor Mark
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As I write these words, large portions of the cities of St. Paul and Minneapolis are still smoldering after another night of rioting, looting, and senseless
destruction of property. Firefighters were unable to access the fires because
of the violent mobs. Police officers were ordered to retreat as buildings
burned, rocks and bottles were hurled, and anarchy prevailed. What ignited
this explosion of lawlessness? The killing of a man named George Floyd by a
Minneapolis police officer. Was the killing justified? Hardly. Was it tragic?
Absolutely. Was it murder? I do not know. Sadly, our nation has been down
this road often enough for us to know that things are not always what they
seem. There seems always to be video and other evidence that goes unseen
by the public because it does not further the agenda of whomever happens
to be doing the reporting—on either side of the issue. Such irresponsible reporting by the media serves only to fan the flames of chaos, causing it to
spread in unpredictable and often unrestrainable ways.
Given all of this unrest on the heels of the pandemic, the overreach of many
government officials, and nationwide protests over violations of civil liberties, it may seem that the very fabric of society is unraveling and “the failure
of civility” has begun. Personally, I am hopeful that these issues will be resolved before things go that far. But in times like these, the people of God
need to be well-versed on the moral and ethical principles of civil disobedience, and to develop the skill to be clear-headed in a sea of raging emotions.
Obviously, that is a tall order and beyond what a brief newsletter article
could hope to accomplish, but allow me to share with you a few basic principles that are fundamental to building a robust Christian ethic.
Principle No. 1—God, not human consensus, defines what is moral. As Christians, we understand that true morality is not defined by majority vote, minority pressure, or dictatorial decree. The question of morality is not to be
adjudicated by cultural norms, political correctness, or social pressure. Pragmatically speaking, each of these things are fickle, fluid, and inconsistent.
Defining morality by these factors results in an ethic that is (continued on page 3)

STUDENT MINISTRY
Students,
I hope that each of you are doing well. It has been great to be
back together on Sunday mornings. While I am thankful for
how we have been able to keep things going through other
methods, there is no replacement for worshiping the Lord together.
Today, I am saddened because of some of the recent events.
What was done to George Floyd is a horrible. Things like this
just shouldn’t happen anywhere, let alone in America where
we are innocent until proven guilty. I do not know if this was
racially motivated, or simply a case of poor policing, or both.
Whatever the case may be, a man should not be killed while
under arrest. As a country we need to address these issues.
However, the response by many has been sinful. People are
rioting, stealing, burning down buildings, and throwing rocks
at the police. How does this help bring justice? Why are people hurting the local businesses that have nothing to do with
the situation? How does stealing tvs, liquor, and gaming systems help bring justice to what was done to George Floyd?
Sure there is a time for people to stand up and fight. After all
that is how America was born, but is this really one of those
times?
You might be wondering how this relates to our student ministry. After all, this is different from what we normally discuss.
At Glenwood we have a diverse group. We have students that
are from different races, economic statuses, and cultures.
Throughout the New Testament Jesus teaches us to love one
another. Jesus did not say that the rich should love only the
rich and the poor should love only the poor. Jesus did not say
that people need to only love those associated with their ethnicity. We are to love everyone, because Jesus loves everyone.
When a brother or sister in Christ is hurting, angry, or scared
we as the body of Christ need to stand for what is right. We all
come from different places in life and can’t always understand
what people feel, but that’s okay. We can still share the love
of Jesus and stand up for what is right. If one of my youth
would have been in the same situation as George Floyd I
would be out protesting peacefully.
This all just shows the need for Jesus. A few years ago on June
15, 2015 there was a man that went into a church in South
Carolina and killed nine people. There were racial tensions
over this case as there are with what happened to George
Floyd. The difference is in the response. When the families
were given the opportunity they forgave the man that took
the life of their loved ones. What is the difference between
the two? Jesus. Our students are growing up in a time and in
communities that see no issues with correcting wrong with a
wrong. As the church, the body of Christ, we need to do two

things. First, we need to pray that
Jesus would overwhelm the heart of people. Pray that this
rising generation would be the change that this world
needs. Second, we need to be the example. We need to
model what this is like in real life. Students need to be
taught and led by God fearing men and women that will
point them in the right direction. Pray that God would give
you an opportunity to share how Jesus has changed your
life. I hope that each of you have a great month. God

constantly in flux. This nation was founded on the ethic divinely revealed in the Bible. A truly
Christian ethic does not change with the times, and comprises the standards by which all human behavior ultimately
will be judged. As Christians, we are concerned with true morality; legality is, at most, a secondary concern.
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Principle No. 2—There is a profound distinction between “moral” and “legal.” There are certain behaviors in any governed society that are legal but not moral. For example, a member of Congress can deliberately, slanderously, lie with
impunity in the well of the House. It is perfectly legal. Legal, but immoral. Conversely, in most societies there are behaviors that may be perfectly moral but not strictly legal. For example, in every public school in America, it is illegal
for a teacher to lead her class in prayer. It’s illegal, but certainly not immoral. In North Korea possession of a
[Christian] Bible is illegal and reportedly punishable by torture or execution. Possession of a Bible is never immoral. It
is impossible to think clearly about the “rightness” or “wrongness” of human actions when questions of legality and
morality become confused or conflated. To answer the question, “Is it legal?” ask a lawyer. To answer the question,
“Is it moral?” read on.

In Christ,
Isaac Walton
What’s Happening
Join the Praise Band, Pastor Mark and now the congregation every Sunday morning at 11:00 a.m. for a message from God’s word through song and word on the
Glenwood Baptist Facebook Page or at gbcor.org.

MUSIC NOTES
It is so great to be back with you in worship service.
God has been so faithful to us during this time. God
has also allowed us to start a new Ministry here at
Glenwood. We are able to now be live with our services. Isaac, Pastor Mark and I have talked and prayed
about this for well over a year and we felt like we was
not ready, but God told us you all are ready. God is
good all the time and all the time God is good.
With summer here, and everything that is happening,
we have decided to postpone choir until sometime
around August. We want everyone to be safe. We are
eagerly anticipating getting back together. We are
praying for each and every one of you during this
time.
I said it before and I will say it again, you know that
worship is not just on Sunday mornings, it is every day
of the week.
Pray for the Praise team and for Pastor Mark as God
allows us to be His vessels through worship and leadership during the coming days and weeks.
Praise ye the Lord,
Bryan

Principle No. 3—The morality of any thought, action, behavior, or law can be determined by applying the law of love.
As Christians, the standard by which we must live is higher than the laws of men and of nations. We are called to live
by the law of love: Love the Lord your God with all your heart, soul, and mind, and your neighbor as yourself. Such
love is love that prefers others above self, love that adheres to the Golden Rule, love that is consistent with the Ten
Commandments, love that always seeks for others God’s best for their lives. I’ve found—and believe that the Bible
teaches—that the morality of any human behavior, action, or legal stipulation can be discovered by carefully applying
God’s law of love. Note the caveat “carefully.” A superficial or simplistic understanding of the law of love and its application will frequently lead one astray. To assume that the law of love leaves no room for discipline, correction, selfdefense, or even war is to dangerously misunderstand the law of love. It is never true love to be complicit with, and
thereby to abet, immoral behavior. Properly understood, the law of love stands against evil, stands for righteousness
and truth, and promotes that which is loving, noble, and good.
Principle No. 4—In certain situations, civil disobedience may be morally permissible, morally obligatory, or morally
supererogatory. I mention civil disobedience here specifically because of its timeliness. Are there situations in which
civil disobedience is morally acceptable? Yes. Are there times when civil disobedience is morally required? Yes. Are
there situations in which civil disobedience exceeds what is morally required? Again, the answer is “Yes.” There are
also times and situations in which civil disobedience is terribly immoral. How is one to know the difference. As with
the law of love, a simplistic approach is dangerous, but the answer to two questions will help us evaluate any act of
civil disobedience responsibly:
Do civil authorities command what God forbids or forbid what God commands?
Is the expression of civil disobedience consistent with the law of love?
If the answer to either of these questions is “No,” then civil disobedience is immoral. If the answer to both questions
is “Yes,” then civil disobedience may be morally permissible or even morally required.
In the case of the “civil disobedience” we see in major cities around the nation, clearly the answer to both questions
above is “No.” The riotous behavior we see on the news is an utterly immoral response to any event, however tragic
and reprehensible that event may have been.
As we “see the Day approaching” (Heb. 10:25) it is more important than ever that Christians be clear-headed in our
thinking, and moral in our response to happenings all around us. “Fuzzy thinking” can do great harm to Kingdom
causes. If we carefully apply the principles outlined above, we will be able to address the issues of the day with confidence and represent well the way of Christ.
Pastor Mark
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As I write these words, large portions of the cities of St. Paul and Minneapolis are still smoldering after another night of rioting, looting, and senseless
destruction of property. Firefighters were unable to access the fires because
of the violent mobs. Police officers were ordered to retreat as buildings
burned, rocks and bottles were hurled, and anarchy prevailed. What ignited
this explosion of lawlessness? The killing of a man named George Floyd by a
Minneapolis police officer. Was the killing justified? Hardly. Was it tragic?
Absolutely. Was it murder? I do not know. Sadly, our nation has been down
this road often enough for us to know that things are not always what they
seem. There seems always to be video and other evidence that goes unseen
by the public because it does not further the agenda of whomever happens
to be doing the reporting—on either side of the issue. Such irresponsible reporting by the media serves only to fan the flames of chaos, causing it to
spread in unpredictable and often unrestrainable ways.
Given all of this unrest on the heels of the pandemic, the overreach of many
government officials, and nationwide protests over violations of civil liberties, it may seem that the very fabric of society is unraveling and “the failure
of civility” has begun. Personally, I am hopeful that these issues will be resolved before things go that far. But in times like these, the people of God
need to be well-versed on the moral and ethical principles of civil disobedience, and to develop the skill to be clear-headed in a sea of raging emotions.
Obviously, that is a tall order and beyond what a brief newsletter article
could hope to accomplish, but allow me to share with you a few basic principles that are fundamental to building a robust Christian ethic.
Principle No. 1—God, not human consensus, defines what is moral. As Christians, we understand that true morality is not defined by majority vote, minority pressure, or dictatorial decree. The question of morality is not to be
adjudicated by cultural norms, political correctness, or social pressure. Pragmatically speaking, each of these things are fickle, fluid, and inconsistent.
Defining morality by these factors results in an ethic that is (continued on page 3)

STUDENT MINISTRY
Students,
I hope that each of you are doing well. It has been great to be
back together on Sunday mornings. While I am thankful for
how we have been able to keep things going through other
methods, there is no replacement for worshiping the Lord together.
Today, I am saddened because of some of the recent events.
What was done to George Floyd is a horrible. Things like this
just shouldn’t happen anywhere, let alone in America where
we are innocent until proven guilty. I do not know if this was
racially motivated, or simply a case of poor policing, or both.
Whatever the case may be, a man should not be killed while
under arrest. As a country we need to address these issues.
However, the response by many has been sinful. People are
rioting, stealing, burning down buildings, and throwing rocks
at the police. How does this help bring justice? Why are people hurting the local businesses that have nothing to do with
the situation? How does stealing tvs, liquor, and gaming systems help bring justice to what was done to George Floyd?
Sure there is a time for people to stand up and fight. After all
that is how America was born, but is this really one of those
times?
You might be wondering how this relates to our student ministry. After all, this is different from what we normally discuss.
At Glenwood we have a diverse group. We have students that
are from different races, economic statuses, and cultures.
Throughout the New Testament Jesus teaches us to love one
another. Jesus did not say that the rich should love only the
rich and the poor should love only the poor. Jesus did not say
that people need to only love those associated with their ethnicity. We are to love everyone, because Jesus loves everyone.
When a brother or sister in Christ is hurting, angry, or scared
we as the body of Christ need to stand for what is right. We all
come from different places in life and can’t always understand
what people feel, but that’s okay. We can still share the love
of Jesus and stand up for what is right. If one of my youth
would have been in the same situation as George Floyd I
would be out protesting peacefully.
This all just shows the need for Jesus. A few years ago on June
15, 2015 there was a man that went into a church in South
Carolina and killed nine people. There were racial tensions
over this case as there are with what happened to George
Floyd. The difference is in the response. When the families
were given the opportunity they forgave the man that took
the life of their loved ones. What is the difference between
the two? Jesus. Our students are growing up in a time and in
communities that see no issues with correcting wrong with a
wrong. As the church, the body of Christ, we need to do two

things. First, we need to pray that
Jesus would overwhelm the heart of people. Pray that this
rising generation would be the change that this world
needs. Second, we need to be the example. We need to
model what this is like in real life. Students need to be
taught and led by God fearing men and women that will
point them in the right direction. Pray that God would give
you an opportunity to share how Jesus has changed your
life. I hope that each of you have a great month. God

constantly in flux. This nation was founded on the ethic divinely revealed in the Bible. A truly
Christian ethic does not change with the times, and comprises the standards by which all human behavior ultimately
will be judged. As Christians, we are concerned with true morality; legality is, at most, a secondary concern.

(Student Ministry, continued)

(Pastor’s Pen, continued)

bless!

Principle No. 2—There is a profound distinction between “moral” and “legal.” There are certain behaviors in any governed society that are legal but not moral. For example, a member of Congress can deliberately, slanderously, lie with
impunity in the well of the House. It is perfectly legal. Legal, but immoral. Conversely, in most societies there are behaviors that may be perfectly moral but not strictly legal. For example, in every public school in America, it is illegal
for a teacher to lead her class in prayer. It’s illegal, but certainly not immoral. In North Korea possession of a
[Christian] Bible is illegal and reportedly punishable by torture or execution. Possession of a Bible is never immoral. It
is impossible to think clearly about the “rightness” or “wrongness” of human actions when questions of legality and
morality become confused or conflated. To answer the question, “Is it legal?” ask a lawyer. To answer the question,
“Is it moral?” read on.

In Christ,
Isaac Walton
What’s Happening
Join the Praise Band, Pastor Mark and now the congregation every Sunday morning at 11:00 a.m. for a message from God’s word through song and word on the
Glenwood Baptist Facebook Page or at gbcor.org.

MUSIC NOTES
It is so great to be back with you in worship service.
God has been so faithful to us during this time. God
has also allowed us to start a new Ministry here at
Glenwood. We are able to now be live with our services. Isaac, Pastor Mark and I have talked and prayed
about this for well over a year and we felt like we was
not ready, but God told us you all are ready. God is
good all the time and all the time God is good.
With summer here, and everything that is happening,
we have decided to postpone choir until sometime
around August. We want everyone to be safe. We are
eagerly anticipating getting back together. We are
praying for each and every one of you during this
time.
I said it before and I will say it again, you know that
worship is not just on Sunday mornings, it is every day
of the week.
Pray for the Praise team and for Pastor Mark as God
allows us to be His vessels through worship and leadership during the coming days and weeks.
Praise ye the Lord,
Bryan

Principle No. 3—The morality of any thought, action, behavior, or law can be determined by applying the law of love.
As Christians, the standard by which we must live is higher than the laws of men and of nations. We are called to live
by the law of love: Love the Lord your God with all your heart, soul, and mind, and your neighbor as yourself. Such
love is love that prefers others above self, love that adheres to the Golden Rule, love that is consistent with the Ten
Commandments, love that always seeks for others God’s best for their lives. I’ve found—and believe that the Bible
teaches—that the morality of any human behavior, action, or legal stipulation can be discovered by carefully applying
God’s law of love. Note the caveat “carefully.” A superficial or simplistic understanding of the law of love and its application will frequently lead one astray. To assume that the law of love leaves no room for discipline, correction, selfdefense, or even war is to dangerously misunderstand the law of love. It is never true love to be complicit with, and
thereby to abet, immoral behavior. Properly understood, the law of love stands against evil, stands for righteousness
and truth, and promotes that which is loving, noble, and good.
Principle No. 4—In certain situations, civil disobedience may be morally permissible, morally obligatory, or morally
supererogatory. I mention civil disobedience here specifically because of its timeliness. Are there situations in which
civil disobedience is morally acceptable? Yes. Are there times when civil disobedience is morally required? Yes. Are
there situations in which civil disobedience exceeds what is morally required? Again, the answer is “Yes.” There are
also times and situations in which civil disobedience is terribly immoral. How is one to know the difference. As with
the law of love, a simplistic approach is dangerous, but the answer to two questions will help us evaluate any act of
civil disobedience responsibly:
Do civil authorities command what God forbids or forbid what God commands?
Is the expression of civil disobedience consistent with the law of love?
If the answer to either of these questions is “No,” then civil disobedience is immoral. If the answer to both questions
is “Yes,” then civil disobedience may be morally permissible or even morally required.
In the case of the “civil disobedience” we see in major cities around the nation, clearly the answer to both questions
above is “No.” The riotous behavior we see on the news is an utterly immoral response to any event, however tragic
and reprehensible that event may have been.
As we “see the Day approaching” (Heb. 10:25) it is more important than ever that Christians be clear-headed in our
thinking, and moral in our response to happenings all around us. “Fuzzy thinking” can do great harm to Kingdom
causes. If we carefully apply the principles outlined above, we will be able to address the issues of the day with confidence and represent well the way of Christ.
Pastor Mark

June 2020

June 2020

glenwood

200 N Alabama Road, Oak Ridge, TN 37830

banner

June 2020

June 2020

Volume 31, Number 6
Inside this Issue…

From the Pastor’s Pen. . . .

Pastor’s Pen ................... 1 & 3
The Glenwood Banner is a monthly publication of: Glenwood Baptist Church

Birthdays ............................... 1

Phone: (865) 483–7436 · Office hours: 7:00 a.m.– 2:00 p.m. (T-TH) Website: www.gbcor.org

June 2020
SUN

Music Notes .......................... 2

MON

TUE

WED

THU

FRI

SAT

1

2

3

4

5

6

6:00 p.m. Children’s Ministry
6:00 p.m. Students/Adults

Youth News ........................... 2

Happy Birthday!

6:35 p.m. War Room
7:45 p.m. Adult Choir
7
9:45 a.m. Bible Fellowship
11:00 a.m. Morning Worship
6:30 p.m. Small Group

8

9

10

11

12

6:00 p.m. Students/Adults
6:35 p.m. War Room
7:45 p.m. Adult Choir

14
9:45 a.m. Bible Fellowship
11:00 a.m. Morning Worship
6:30 p.m. Small Group

15

16

17

18

19

20

6:00 p.m. Children’s Ministry
6:00 p.m. Students/Adults
6:35 p.m. War Room
7:45 p.m. Adult Choir

21
9:45 a.m. Bible Fellowship
11:00 a.m. Morning Worship
6:30 p.m. Small Group

22

23

24

25

26

JUNE

13

6:00 p.m. Children’s Ministry

27

06
07
09
13
14
15
16
30

6:00 p.m. Children’s Ministry
6:00 p.m. Students/Adults
6:35 p.m. War Room

JULY

7:45 p.m. Adult Choir

28
9:45 a.m. Bible Fellowship
11:00 a.m. Morning Worship
6:30 p.m. Small Group

Gus Bowers
Peggy Gibson
Louise Bible
Bryan Rigney
Mark Walton
Ronnie Rigney
Rena Rigney
Andrew Hamblen

29

09
11
16

30

Pastor Mark - pastor@gbcor.org

Isaac Walton - isaac@gbcor.org

Bob Calway - bob@gbcor.org

Bryan Rigney - bryan@gbcor.org

Carol Meredith - office@gbcor.org

Estel Underwood
Robert Rutzky
Bob Farahi

As I write these words, large portions of the cities of St. Paul and Minneapolis are still smoldering after another night of rioting, looting, and senseless
destruction of property. Firefighters were unable to access the fires because
of the violent mobs. Police officers were ordered to retreat as buildings
burned, rocks and bottles were hurled, and anarchy prevailed. What ignited
this explosion of lawlessness? The killing of a man named George Floyd by a
Minneapolis police officer. Was the killing justified? Hardly. Was it tragic?
Absolutely. Was it murder? I do not know. Sadly, our nation has been down
this road often enough for us to know that things are not always what they
seem. There seems always to be video and other evidence that goes unseen
by the public because it does not further the agenda of whomever happens
to be doing the reporting—on either side of the issue. Such irresponsible reporting by the media serves only to fan the flames of chaos, causing it to
spread in unpredictable and often unrestrainable ways.
Given all of this unrest on the heels of the pandemic, the overreach of many
government officials, and nationwide protests over violations of civil liberties, it may seem that the very fabric of society is unraveling and “the failure
of civility” has begun. Personally, I am hopeful that these issues will be resolved before things go that far. But in times like these, the people of God
need to be well-versed on the moral and ethical principles of civil disobedience, and to develop the skill to be clear-headed in a sea of raging emotions.
Obviously, that is a tall order and beyond what a brief newsletter article
could hope to accomplish, but allow me to share with you a few basic principles that are fundamental to building a robust Christian ethic.
Principle No. 1—God, not human consensus, defines what is moral. As Christians, we understand that true morality is not defined by majority vote, minority pressure, or dictatorial decree. The question of morality is not to be
adjudicated by cultural norms, political correctness, or social pressure. Pragmatically speaking, each of these things are fickle, fluid, and inconsistent.
Defining morality by these factors results in an ethic that is (continued on page 3)

STUDENT MINISTRY
Students,
I hope that each of you are doing well. It has been great to be
back together on Sunday mornings. While I am thankful for
how we have been able to keep things going through other
methods, there is no replacement for worshiping the Lord together.
Today, I am saddened because of some of the recent events.
What was done to George Floyd is a horrible. Things like this
just shouldn’t happen anywhere, let alone in America where
we are innocent until proven guilty. I do not know if this was
racially motivated, or simply a case of poor policing, or both.
Whatever the case may be, a man should not be killed while
under arrest. As a country we need to address these issues.
However, the response by many has been sinful. People are
rioting, stealing, burning down buildings, and throwing rocks
at the police. How does this help bring justice? Why are people hurting the local businesses that have nothing to do with
the situation? How does stealing tvs, liquor, and gaming systems help bring justice to what was done to George Floyd?
Sure there is a time for people to stand up and fight. After all
that is how America was born, but is this really one of those
times?
You might be wondering how this relates to our student ministry. After all, this is different from what we normally discuss.
At Glenwood we have a diverse group. We have students that
are from different races, economic statuses, and cultures.
Throughout the New Testament Jesus teaches us to love one
another. Jesus did not say that the rich should love only the
rich and the poor should love only the poor. Jesus did not say
that people need to only love those associated with their ethnicity. We are to love everyone, because Jesus loves everyone.
When a brother or sister in Christ is hurting, angry, or scared
we as the body of Christ need to stand for what is right. We all
come from different places in life and can’t always understand
what people feel, but that’s okay. We can still share the love
of Jesus and stand up for what is right. If one of my youth
would have been in the same situation as George Floyd I
would be out protesting peacefully.
This all just shows the need for Jesus. A few years ago on June
15, 2015 there was a man that went into a church in South
Carolina and killed nine people. There were racial tensions
over this case as there are with what happened to George
Floyd. The difference is in the response. When the families
were given the opportunity they forgave the man that took
the life of their loved ones. What is the difference between
the two? Jesus. Our students are growing up in a time and in
communities that see no issues with correcting wrong with a
wrong. As the church, the body of Christ, we need to do two

things. First, we need to pray that
Jesus would overwhelm the heart of people. Pray that this
rising generation would be the change that this world
needs. Second, we need to be the example. We need to
model what this is like in real life. Students need to be
taught and led by God fearing men and women that will
point them in the right direction. Pray that God would give
you an opportunity to share how Jesus has changed your
life. I hope that each of you have a great month. God

constantly in flux. This nation was founded on the ethic divinely revealed in the Bible. A truly
Christian ethic does not change with the times, and comprises the standards by which all human behavior ultimately
will be judged. As Christians, we are concerned with true morality; legality is, at most, a secondary concern.
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(Pastor’s Pen, continued)
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Principle No. 2—There is a profound distinction between “moral” and “legal.” There are certain behaviors in any governed society that are legal but not moral. For example, a member of Congress can deliberately, slanderously, lie with
impunity in the well of the House. It is perfectly legal. Legal, but immoral. Conversely, in most societies there are behaviors that may be perfectly moral but not strictly legal. For example, in every public school in America, it is illegal
for a teacher to lead her class in prayer. It’s illegal, but certainly not immoral. In North Korea possession of a
[Christian] Bible is illegal and reportedly punishable by torture or execution. Possession of a Bible is never immoral. It
is impossible to think clearly about the “rightness” or “wrongness” of human actions when questions of legality and
morality become confused or conflated. To answer the question, “Is it legal?” ask a lawyer. To answer the question,
“Is it moral?” read on.

In Christ,
Isaac Walton
What’s Happening
Join the Praise Band, Pastor Mark and now the congregation every Sunday morning at 11:00 a.m. for a message from God’s word through song and word on the
Glenwood Baptist Facebook Page or at gbcor.org.

MUSIC NOTES
It is so great to be back with you in worship service.
God has been so faithful to us during this time. God
has also allowed us to start a new Ministry here at
Glenwood. We are able to now be live with our services. Isaac, Pastor Mark and I have talked and prayed
about this for well over a year and we felt like we was
not ready, but God told us you all are ready. God is
good all the time and all the time God is good.
With summer here, and everything that is happening,
we have decided to postpone choir until sometime
around August. We want everyone to be safe. We are
eagerly anticipating getting back together. We are
praying for each and every one of you during this
time.
I said it before and I will say it again, you know that
worship is not just on Sunday mornings, it is every day
of the week.
Pray for the Praise team and for Pastor Mark as God
allows us to be His vessels through worship and leadership during the coming days and weeks.
Praise ye the Lord,
Bryan

Principle No. 3—The morality of any thought, action, behavior, or law can be determined by applying the law of love.
As Christians, the standard by which we must live is higher than the laws of men and of nations. We are called to live
by the law of love: Love the Lord your God with all your heart, soul, and mind, and your neighbor as yourself. Such
love is love that prefers others above self, love that adheres to the Golden Rule, love that is consistent with the Ten
Commandments, love that always seeks for others God’s best for their lives. I’ve found—and believe that the Bible
teaches—that the morality of any human behavior, action, or legal stipulation can be discovered by carefully applying
God’s law of love. Note the caveat “carefully.” A superficial or simplistic understanding of the law of love and its application will frequently lead one astray. To assume that the law of love leaves no room for discipline, correction, selfdefense, or even war is to dangerously misunderstand the law of love. It is never true love to be complicit with, and
thereby to abet, immoral behavior. Properly understood, the law of love stands against evil, stands for righteousness
and truth, and promotes that which is loving, noble, and good.
Principle No. 4—In certain situations, civil disobedience may be morally permissible, morally obligatory, or morally
supererogatory. I mention civil disobedience here specifically because of its timeliness. Are there situations in which
civil disobedience is morally acceptable? Yes. Are there times when civil disobedience is morally required? Yes. Are
there situations in which civil disobedience exceeds what is morally required? Again, the answer is “Yes.” There are
also times and situations in which civil disobedience is terribly immoral. How is one to know the difference. As with
the law of love, a simplistic approach is dangerous, but the answer to two questions will help us evaluate any act of
civil disobedience responsibly:
Do civil authorities command what God forbids or forbid what God commands?
Is the expression of civil disobedience consistent with the law of love?
If the answer to either of these questions is “No,” then civil disobedience is immoral. If the answer to both questions
is “Yes,” then civil disobedience may be morally permissible or even morally required.
In the case of the “civil disobedience” we see in major cities around the nation, clearly the answer to both questions
above is “No.” The riotous behavior we see on the news is an utterly immoral response to any event, however tragic
and reprehensible that event may have been.
As we “see the Day approaching” (Heb. 10:25) it is more important than ever that Christians be clear-headed in our
thinking, and moral in our response to happenings all around us. “Fuzzy thinking” can do great harm to Kingdom
causes. If we carefully apply the principles outlined above, we will be able to address the issues of the day with confidence and represent well the way of Christ.
Pastor Mark
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As I write these words, large portions of the cities of St. Paul and Minneapolis are still smoldering after another night of rioting, looting, and senseless
destruction of property. Firefighters were unable to access the fires because
of the violent mobs. Police officers were ordered to retreat as buildings
burned, rocks and bottles were hurled, and anarchy prevailed. What ignited
this explosion of lawlessness? The killing of a man named George Floyd by a
Minneapolis police officer. Was the killing justified? Hardly. Was it tragic?
Absolutely. Was it murder? I do not know. Sadly, our nation has been down
this road often enough for us to know that things are not always what they
seem. There seems always to be video and other evidence that goes unseen
by the public because it does not further the agenda of whomever happens
to be doing the reporting—on either side of the issue. Such irresponsible reporting by the media serves only to fan the flames of chaos, causing it to
spread in unpredictable and often unrestrainable ways.
Given all of this unrest on the heels of the pandemic, the overreach of many
government officials, and nationwide protests over violations of civil liberties, it may seem that the very fabric of society is unraveling and “the failure
of civility” has begun. Personally, I am hopeful that these issues will be resolved before things go that far. But in times like these, the people of God
need to be well-versed on the moral and ethical principles of civil disobedience, and to develop the skill to be clear-headed in a sea of raging emotions.
Obviously, that is a tall order and beyond what a brief newsletter article
could hope to accomplish, but allow me to share with you a few basic principles that are fundamental to building a robust Christian ethic.
Principle No. 1—God, not human consensus, defines what is moral. As Christians, we understand that true morality is not defined by majority vote, minority pressure, or dictatorial decree. The question of morality is not to be
adjudicated by cultural norms, political correctness, or social pressure. Pragmatically speaking, each of these things are fickle, fluid, and inconsistent.
Defining morality by these factors results in an ethic that is (continued on page 3)

STUDENT MINISTRY
Students,
I hope that each of you are doing well. It has been great to be
back together on Sunday mornings. While I am thankful for
how we have been able to keep things going through other
methods, there is no replacement for worshiping the Lord together.
Today, I am saddened because of some of the recent events.
What was done to George Floyd is a horrible. Things like this
just shouldn’t happen anywhere, let alone in America where
we are innocent until proven guilty. I do not know if this was
racially motivated, or simply a case of poor policing, or both.
Whatever the case may be, a man should not be killed while
under arrest. As a country we need to address these issues.
However, the response by many has been sinful. People are
rioting, stealing, burning down buildings, and throwing rocks
at the police. How does this help bring justice? Why are people hurting the local businesses that have nothing to do with
the situation? How does stealing tvs, liquor, and gaming systems help bring justice to what was done to George Floyd?
Sure there is a time for people to stand up and fight. After all
that is how America was born, but is this really one of those
times?
You might be wondering how this relates to our student ministry. After all, this is different from what we normally discuss.
At Glenwood we have a diverse group. We have students that
are from different races, economic statuses, and cultures.
Throughout the New Testament Jesus teaches us to love one
another. Jesus did not say that the rich should love only the
rich and the poor should love only the poor. Jesus did not say
that people need to only love those associated with their ethnicity. We are to love everyone, because Jesus loves everyone.
When a brother or sister in Christ is hurting, angry, or scared
we as the body of Christ need to stand for what is right. We all
come from different places in life and can’t always understand
what people feel, but that’s okay. We can still share the love
of Jesus and stand up for what is right. If one of my youth
would have been in the same situation as George Floyd I
would be out protesting peacefully.
This all just shows the need for Jesus. A few years ago on June
15, 2015 there was a man that went into a church in South
Carolina and killed nine people. There were racial tensions
over this case as there are with what happened to George
Floyd. The difference is in the response. When the families
were given the opportunity they forgave the man that took
the life of their loved ones. What is the difference between
the two? Jesus. Our students are growing up in a time and in
communities that see no issues with correcting wrong with a
wrong. As the church, the body of Christ, we need to do two

things. First, we need to pray that
Jesus would overwhelm the heart of people. Pray that this
rising generation would be the change that this world
needs. Second, we need to be the example. We need to
model what this is like in real life. Students need to be
taught and led by God fearing men and women that will
point them in the right direction. Pray that God would give
you an opportunity to share how Jesus has changed your
life. I hope that each of you have a great month. God

constantly in flux. This nation was founded on the ethic divinely revealed in the Bible. A truly
Christian ethic does not change with the times, and comprises the standards by which all human behavior ultimately
will be judged. As Christians, we are concerned with true morality; legality is, at most, a secondary concern.

(Student Ministry, continued)

(Pastor’s Pen, continued)
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Principle No. 2—There is a profound distinction between “moral” and “legal.” There are certain behaviors in any governed society that are legal but not moral. For example, a member of Congress can deliberately, slanderously, lie with
impunity in the well of the House. It is perfectly legal. Legal, but immoral. Conversely, in most societies there are behaviors that may be perfectly moral but not strictly legal. For example, in every public school in America, it is illegal
for a teacher to lead her class in prayer. It’s illegal, but certainly not immoral. In North Korea possession of a
[Christian] Bible is illegal and reportedly punishable by torture or execution. Possession of a Bible is never immoral. It
is impossible to think clearly about the “rightness” or “wrongness” of human actions when questions of legality and
morality become confused or conflated. To answer the question, “Is it legal?” ask a lawyer. To answer the question,
“Is it moral?” read on.

In Christ,
Isaac Walton
What’s Happening
Join the Praise Band, Pastor Mark and now the congregation every Sunday morning at 11:00 a.m. for a message from God’s word through song and word on the
Glenwood Baptist Facebook Page or at gbcor.org.

MUSIC NOTES
It is so great to be back with you in worship service.
God has been so faithful to us during this time. God
has also allowed us to start a new Ministry here at
Glenwood. We are able to now be live with our services. Isaac, Pastor Mark and I have talked and prayed
about this for well over a year and we felt like we was
not ready, but God told us you all are ready. God is
good all the time and all the time God is good.
With summer here, and everything that is happening,
we have decided to postpone choir until sometime
around August. We want everyone to be safe. We are
eagerly anticipating getting back together. We are
praying for each and every one of you during this
time.
I said it before and I will say it again, you know that
worship is not just on Sunday mornings, it is every day
of the week.
Pray for the Praise team and for Pastor Mark as God
allows us to be His vessels through worship and leadership during the coming days and weeks.
Praise ye the Lord,
Bryan

Principle No. 3—The morality of any thought, action, behavior, or law can be determined by applying the law of love.
As Christians, the standard by which we must live is higher than the laws of men and of nations. We are called to live
by the law of love: Love the Lord your God with all your heart, soul, and mind, and your neighbor as yourself. Such
love is love that prefers others above self, love that adheres to the Golden Rule, love that is consistent with the Ten
Commandments, love that always seeks for others God’s best for their lives. I’ve found—and believe that the Bible
teaches—that the morality of any human behavior, action, or legal stipulation can be discovered by carefully applying
God’s law of love. Note the caveat “carefully.” A superficial or simplistic understanding of the law of love and its application will frequently lead one astray. To assume that the law of love leaves no room for discipline, correction, selfdefense, or even war is to dangerously misunderstand the law of love. It is never true love to be complicit with, and
thereby to abet, immoral behavior. Properly understood, the law of love stands against evil, stands for righteousness
and truth, and promotes that which is loving, noble, and good.
Principle No. 4—In certain situations, civil disobedience may be morally permissible, morally obligatory, or morally
supererogatory. I mention civil disobedience here specifically because of its timeliness. Are there situations in which
civil disobedience is morally acceptable? Yes. Are there times when civil disobedience is morally required? Yes. Are
there situations in which civil disobedience exceeds what is morally required? Again, the answer is “Yes.” There are
also times and situations in which civil disobedience is terribly immoral. How is one to know the difference. As with
the law of love, a simplistic approach is dangerous, but the answer to two questions will help us evaluate any act of
civil disobedience responsibly:
Do civil authorities command what God forbids or forbid what God commands?
Is the expression of civil disobedience consistent with the law of love?
If the answer to either of these questions is “No,” then civil disobedience is immoral. If the answer to both questions
is “Yes,” then civil disobedience may be morally permissible or even morally required.
In the case of the “civil disobedience” we see in major cities around the nation, clearly the answer to both questions
above is “No.” The riotous behavior we see on the news is an utterly immoral response to any event, however tragic
and reprehensible that event may have been.
As we “see the Day approaching” (Heb. 10:25) it is more important than ever that Christians be clear-headed in our
thinking, and moral in our response to happenings all around us. “Fuzzy thinking” can do great harm to Kingdom
causes. If we carefully apply the principles outlined above, we will be able to address the issues of the day with confidence and represent well the way of Christ.
Pastor Mark
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As I write these words, large portions of the cities of St. Paul and Minneapolis are still smoldering after another night of rioting, looting, and senseless
destruction of property. Firefighters were unable to access the fires because
of the violent mobs. Police officers were ordered to retreat as buildings
burned, rocks and bottles were hurled, and anarchy prevailed. What ignited
this explosion of lawlessness? The killing of a man named George Floyd by a
Minneapolis police officer. Was the killing justified? Hardly. Was it tragic?
Absolutely. Was it murder? I do not know. Sadly, our nation has been down
this road often enough for us to know that things are not always what they
seem. There seems always to be video and other evidence that goes unseen
by the public because it does not further the agenda of whomever happens
to be doing the reporting—on either side of the issue. Such irresponsible reporting by the media serves only to fan the flames of chaos, causing it to
spread in unpredictable and often unrestrainable ways.
Given all of this unrest on the heels of the pandemic, the overreach of many
government officials, and nationwide protests over violations of civil liberties, it may seem that the very fabric of society is unraveling and “the failure
of civility” has begun. Personally, I am hopeful that these issues will be resolved before things go that far. But in times like these, the people of God
need to be well-versed on the moral and ethical principles of civil disobedience, and to develop the skill to be clear-headed in a sea of raging emotions.
Obviously, that is a tall order and beyond what a brief newsletter article
could hope to accomplish, but allow me to share with you a few basic principles that are fundamental to building a robust Christian ethic.
Principle No. 1—God, not human consensus, defines what is moral. As Christians, we understand that true morality is not defined by majority vote, minority pressure, or dictatorial decree. The question of morality is not to be
adjudicated by cultural norms, political correctness, or social pressure. Pragmatically speaking, each of these things are fickle, fluid, and inconsistent.
Defining morality by these factors results in an ethic that is (continued on page 3)

STUDENT MINISTRY
Students,
I hope that each of you are doing well. It has been great to be
back together on Sunday mornings. While I am thankful for
how we have been able to keep things going through other
methods, there is no replacement for worshiping the Lord together.
Today, I am saddened because of some of the recent events.
What was done to George Floyd is a horrible. Things like this
just shouldn’t happen anywhere, let alone in America where
we are innocent until proven guilty. I do not know if this was
racially motivated, or simply a case of poor policing, or both.
Whatever the case may be, a man should not be killed while
under arrest. As a country we need to address these issues.
However, the response by many has been sinful. People are
rioting, stealing, burning down buildings, and throwing rocks
at the police. How does this help bring justice? Why are people hurting the local businesses that have nothing to do with
the situation? How does stealing tvs, liquor, and gaming systems help bring justice to what was done to George Floyd?
Sure there is a time for people to stand up and fight. After all
that is how America was born, but is this really one of those
times?
You might be wondering how this relates to our student ministry. After all, this is different from what we normally discuss.
At Glenwood we have a diverse group. We have students that
are from different races, economic statuses, and cultures.
Throughout the New Testament Jesus teaches us to love one
another. Jesus did not say that the rich should love only the
rich and the poor should love only the poor. Jesus did not say
that people need to only love those associated with their ethnicity. We are to love everyone, because Jesus loves everyone.
When a brother or sister in Christ is hurting, angry, or scared
we as the body of Christ need to stand for what is right. We all
come from different places in life and can’t always understand
what people feel, but that’s okay. We can still share the love
of Jesus and stand up for what is right. If one of my youth
would have been in the same situation as George Floyd I
would be out protesting peacefully.
This all just shows the need for Jesus. A few years ago on June
15, 2015 there was a man that went into a church in South
Carolina and killed nine people. There were racial tensions
over this case as there are with what happened to George
Floyd. The difference is in the response. When the families
were given the opportunity they forgave the man that took
the life of their loved ones. What is the difference between
the two? Jesus. Our students are growing up in a time and in
communities that see no issues with correcting wrong with a
wrong. As the church, the body of Christ, we need to do two

things. First, we need to pray that
Jesus would overwhelm the heart of people. Pray that this
rising generation would be the change that this world
needs. Second, we need to be the example. We need to
model what this is like in real life. Students need to be
taught and led by God fearing men and women that will
point them in the right direction. Pray that God would give
you an opportunity to share how Jesus has changed your
life. I hope that each of you have a great month. God

constantly in flux. This nation was founded on the ethic divinely revealed in the Bible. A truly
Christian ethic does not change with the times, and comprises the standards by which all human behavior ultimately
will be judged. As Christians, we are concerned with true morality; legality is, at most, a secondary concern.
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Principle No. 2—There is a profound distinction between “moral” and “legal.” There are certain behaviors in any governed society that are legal but not moral. For example, a member of Congress can deliberately, slanderously, lie with
impunity in the well of the House. It is perfectly legal. Legal, but immoral. Conversely, in most societies there are behaviors that may be perfectly moral but not strictly legal. For example, in every public school in America, it is illegal
for a teacher to lead her class in prayer. It’s illegal, but certainly not immoral. In North Korea possession of a
[Christian] Bible is illegal and reportedly punishable by torture or execution. Possession of a Bible is never immoral. It
is impossible to think clearly about the “rightness” or “wrongness” of human actions when questions of legality and
morality become confused or conflated. To answer the question, “Is it legal?” ask a lawyer. To answer the question,
“Is it moral?” read on.

In Christ,
Isaac Walton
What’s Happening
Join the Praise Band, Pastor Mark and now the congregation every Sunday morning at 11:00 a.m. for a message from God’s word through song and word on the
Glenwood Baptist Facebook Page or at gbcor.org.

MUSIC NOTES
It is so great to be back with you in worship service.
God has been so faithful to us during this time. God
has also allowed us to start a new Ministry here at
Glenwood. We are able to now be live with our services. Isaac, Pastor Mark and I have talked and prayed
about this for well over a year and we felt like we was
not ready, but God told us you all are ready. God is
good all the time and all the time God is good.
With summer here, and everything that is happening,
we have decided to postpone choir until sometime
around August. We want everyone to be safe. We are
eagerly anticipating getting back together. We are
praying for each and every one of you during this
time.
I said it before and I will say it again, you know that
worship is not just on Sunday mornings, it is every day
of the week.
Pray for the Praise team and for Pastor Mark as God
allows us to be His vessels through worship and leadership during the coming days and weeks.
Praise ye the Lord,
Bryan

Principle No. 3—The morality of any thought, action, behavior, or law can be determined by applying the law of love.
As Christians, the standard by which we must live is higher than the laws of men and of nations. We are called to live
by the law of love: Love the Lord your God with all your heart, soul, and mind, and your neighbor as yourself. Such
love is love that prefers others above self, love that adheres to the Golden Rule, love that is consistent with the Ten
Commandments, love that always seeks for others God’s best for their lives. I’ve found—and believe that the Bible
teaches—that the morality of any human behavior, action, or legal stipulation can be discovered by carefully applying
God’s law of love. Note the caveat “carefully.” A superficial or simplistic understanding of the law of love and its application will frequently lead one astray. To assume that the law of love leaves no room for discipline, correction, selfdefense, or even war is to dangerously misunderstand the law of love. It is never true love to be complicit with, and
thereby to abet, immoral behavior. Properly understood, the law of love stands against evil, stands for righteousness
and truth, and promotes that which is loving, noble, and good.
Principle No. 4—In certain situations, civil disobedience may be morally permissible, morally obligatory, or morally
supererogatory. I mention civil disobedience here specifically because of its timeliness. Are there situations in which
civil disobedience is morally acceptable? Yes. Are there times when civil disobedience is morally required? Yes. Are
there situations in which civil disobedience exceeds what is morally required? Again, the answer is “Yes.” There are
also times and situations in which civil disobedience is terribly immoral. How is one to know the difference. As with
the law of love, a simplistic approach is dangerous, but the answer to two questions will help us evaluate any act of
civil disobedience responsibly:
Do civil authorities command what God forbids or forbid what God commands?
Is the expression of civil disobedience consistent with the law of love?
If the answer to either of these questions is “No,” then civil disobedience is immoral. If the answer to both questions
is “Yes,” then civil disobedience may be morally permissible or even morally required.
In the case of the “civil disobedience” we see in major cities around the nation, clearly the answer to both questions
above is “No.” The riotous behavior we see on the news is an utterly immoral response to any event, however tragic
and reprehensible that event may have been.
As we “see the Day approaching” (Heb. 10:25) it is more important than ever that Christians be clear-headed in our
thinking, and moral in our response to happenings all around us. “Fuzzy thinking” can do great harm to Kingdom
causes. If we carefully apply the principles outlined above, we will be able to address the issues of the day with confidence and represent well the way of Christ.
Pastor Mark
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As I write these words, large portions of the cities of St. Paul and Minneapolis are still smoldering after another night of rioting, looting, and senseless
destruction of property. Firefighters were unable to access the fires because
of the violent mobs. Police officers were ordered to retreat as buildings
burned, rocks and bottles were hurled, and anarchy prevailed. What ignited
this explosion of lawlessness? The killing of a man named George Floyd by a
Minneapolis police officer. Was the killing justified? Hardly. Was it tragic?
Absolutely. Was it murder? I do not know. Sadly, our nation has been down
this road often enough for us to know that things are not always what they
seem. There seems always to be video and other evidence that goes unseen
by the public because it does not further the agenda of whomever happens
to be doing the reporting—on either side of the issue. Such irresponsible reporting by the media serves only to fan the flames of chaos, causing it to
spread in unpredictable and often unrestrainable ways.
Given all of this unrest on the heels of the pandemic, the overreach of many
government officials, and nationwide protests over violations of civil liberties, it may seem that the very fabric of society is unraveling and “the failure
of civility” has begun. Personally, I am hopeful that these issues will be resolved before things go that far. But in times like these, the people of God
need to be well-versed on the moral and ethical principles of civil disobedience, and to develop the skill to be clear-headed in a sea of raging emotions.
Obviously, that is a tall order and beyond what a brief newsletter article
could hope to accomplish, but allow me to share with you a few basic principles that are fundamental to building a robust Christian ethic.
Principle No. 1—God, not human consensus, defines what is moral. As Christians, we understand that true morality is not defined by majority vote, minority pressure, or dictatorial decree. The question of morality is not to be
adjudicated by cultural norms, political correctness, or social pressure. Pragmatically speaking, each of these things are fickle, fluid, and inconsistent.
Defining morality by these factors results in an ethic that is (continued on page 3)

STUDENT MINISTRY
Students,
I hope that each of you are doing well. It has been great to be
back together on Sunday mornings. While I am thankful for
how we have been able to keep things going through other
methods, there is no replacement for worshiping the Lord together.
Today, I am saddened because of some of the recent events.
What was done to George Floyd is a horrible. Things like this
just shouldn’t happen anywhere, let alone in America where
we are innocent until proven guilty. I do not know if this was
racially motivated, or simply a case of poor policing, or both.
Whatever the case may be, a man should not be killed while
under arrest. As a country we need to address these issues.
However, the response by many has been sinful. People are
rioting, stealing, burning down buildings, and throwing rocks
at the police. How does this help bring justice? Why are people hurting the local businesses that have nothing to do with
the situation? How does stealing tvs, liquor, and gaming systems help bring justice to what was done to George Floyd?
Sure there is a time for people to stand up and fight. After all
that is how America was born, but is this really one of those
times?
You might be wondering how this relates to our student ministry. After all, this is different from what we normally discuss.
At Glenwood we have a diverse group. We have students that
are from different races, economic statuses, and cultures.
Throughout the New Testament Jesus teaches us to love one
another. Jesus did not say that the rich should love only the
rich and the poor should love only the poor. Jesus did not say
that people need to only love those associated with their ethnicity. We are to love everyone, because Jesus loves everyone.
When a brother or sister in Christ is hurting, angry, or scared
we as the body of Christ need to stand for what is right. We all
come from different places in life and can’t always understand
what people feel, but that’s okay. We can still share the love
of Jesus and stand up for what is right. If one of my youth
would have been in the same situation as George Floyd I
would be out protesting peacefully.
This all just shows the need for Jesus. A few years ago on June
15, 2015 there was a man that went into a church in South
Carolina and killed nine people. There were racial tensions
over this case as there are with what happened to George
Floyd. The difference is in the response. When the families
were given the opportunity they forgave the man that took
the life of their loved ones. What is the difference between
the two? Jesus. Our students are growing up in a time and in
communities that see no issues with correcting wrong with a
wrong. As the church, the body of Christ, we need to do two

things. First, we need to pray that
Jesus would overwhelm the heart of people. Pray that this
rising generation would be the change that this world
needs. Second, we need to be the example. We need to
model what this is like in real life. Students need to be
taught and led by God fearing men and women that will
point them in the right direction. Pray that God would give
you an opportunity to share how Jesus has changed your
life. I hope that each of you have a great month. God

constantly in flux. This nation was founded on the ethic divinely revealed in the Bible. A truly
Christian ethic does not change with the times, and comprises the standards by which all human behavior ultimately
will be judged. As Christians, we are concerned with true morality; legality is, at most, a secondary concern.
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Principle No. 2—There is a profound distinction between “moral” and “legal.” There are certain behaviors in any governed society that are legal but not moral. For example, a member of Congress can deliberately, slanderously, lie with
impunity in the well of the House. It is perfectly legal. Legal, but immoral. Conversely, in most societies there are behaviors that may be perfectly moral but not strictly legal. For example, in every public school in America, it is illegal
for a teacher to lead her class in prayer. It’s illegal, but certainly not immoral. In North Korea possession of a
[Christian] Bible is illegal and reportedly punishable by torture or execution. Possession of a Bible is never immoral. It
is impossible to think clearly about the “rightness” or “wrongness” of human actions when questions of legality and
morality become confused or conflated. To answer the question, “Is it legal?” ask a lawyer. To answer the question,
“Is it moral?” read on.

In Christ,
Isaac Walton
What’s Happening
Join the Praise Band, Pastor Mark and now the congregation every Sunday morning at 11:00 a.m. for a message from God’s word through song and word on the
Glenwood Baptist Facebook Page or at gbcor.org.

MUSIC NOTES
It is so great to be back with you in worship service.
God has been so faithful to us during this time. God
has also allowed us to start a new Ministry here at
Glenwood. We are able to now be live with our services. Isaac, Pastor Mark and I have talked and prayed
about this for well over a year and we felt like we was
not ready, but God told us you all are ready. God is
good all the time and all the time God is good.
With summer here, and everything that is happening,
we have decided to postpone choir until sometime
around August. We want everyone to be safe. We are
eagerly anticipating getting back together. We are
praying for each and every one of you during this
time.
I said it before and I will say it again, you know that
worship is not just on Sunday mornings, it is every day
of the week.
Pray for the Praise team and for Pastor Mark as God
allows us to be His vessels through worship and leadership during the coming days and weeks.
Praise ye the Lord,
Bryan

Principle No. 3—The morality of any thought, action, behavior, or law can be determined by applying the law of love.
As Christians, the standard by which we must live is higher than the laws of men and of nations. We are called to live
by the law of love: Love the Lord your God with all your heart, soul, and mind, and your neighbor as yourself. Such
love is love that prefers others above self, love that adheres to the Golden Rule, love that is consistent with the Ten
Commandments, love that always seeks for others God’s best for their lives. I’ve found—and believe that the Bible
teaches—that the morality of any human behavior, action, or legal stipulation can be discovered by carefully applying
God’s law of love. Note the caveat “carefully.” A superficial or simplistic understanding of the law of love and its application will frequently lead one astray. To assume that the law of love leaves no room for discipline, correction, selfdefense, or even war is to dangerously misunderstand the law of love. It is never true love to be complicit with, and
thereby to abet, immoral behavior. Properly understood, the law of love stands against evil, stands for righteousness
and truth, and promotes that which is loving, noble, and good.
Principle No. 4—In certain situations, civil disobedience may be morally permissible, morally obligatory, or morally
supererogatory. I mention civil disobedience here specifically because of its timeliness. Are there situations in which
civil disobedience is morally acceptable? Yes. Are there times when civil disobedience is morally required? Yes. Are
there situations in which civil disobedience exceeds what is morally required? Again, the answer is “Yes.” There are
also times and situations in which civil disobedience is terribly immoral. How is one to know the difference. As with
the law of love, a simplistic approach is dangerous, but the answer to two questions will help us evaluate any act of
civil disobedience responsibly:
Do civil authorities command what God forbids or forbid what God commands?
Is the expression of civil disobedience consistent with the law of love?
If the answer to either of these questions is “No,” then civil disobedience is immoral. If the answer to both questions
is “Yes,” then civil disobedience may be morally permissible or even morally required.
In the case of the “civil disobedience” we see in major cities around the nation, clearly the answer to both questions
above is “No.” The riotous behavior we see on the news is an utterly immoral response to any event, however tragic
and reprehensible that event may have been.
As we “see the Day approaching” (Heb. 10:25) it is more important than ever that Christians be clear-headed in our
thinking, and moral in our response to happenings all around us. “Fuzzy thinking” can do great harm to Kingdom
causes. If we carefully apply the principles outlined above, we will be able to address the issues of the day with confidence and represent well the way of Christ.
Pastor Mark
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As I write these words, large portions of the cities of St. Paul and Minneapolis are still smoldering after another night of rioting, looting, and senseless
destruction of property. Firefighters were unable to access the fires because
of the violent mobs. Police officers were ordered to retreat as buildings
burned, rocks and bottles were hurled, and anarchy prevailed. What ignited
this explosion of lawlessness? The killing of a man named George Floyd by a
Minneapolis police officer. Was the killing justified? Hardly. Was it tragic?
Absolutely. Was it murder? I do not know. Sadly, our nation has been down
this road often enough for us to know that things are not always what they
seem. There seems always to be video and other evidence that goes unseen
by the public because it does not further the agenda of whomever happens
to be doing the reporting—on either side of the issue. Such irresponsible reporting by the media serves only to fan the flames of chaos, causing it to
spread in unpredictable and often unrestrainable ways.
Given all of this unrest on the heels of the pandemic, the overreach of many
government officials, and nationwide protests over violations of civil liberties, it may seem that the very fabric of society is unraveling and “the failure
of civility” has begun. Personally, I am hopeful that these issues will be resolved before things go that far. But in times like these, the people of God
need to be well-versed on the moral and ethical principles of civil disobedience, and to develop the skill to be clear-headed in a sea of raging emotions.
Obviously, that is a tall order and beyond what a brief newsletter article
could hope to accomplish, but allow me to share with you a few basic principles that are fundamental to building a robust Christian ethic.
Principle No. 1—God, not human consensus, defines what is moral. As Christians, we understand that true morality is not defined by majority vote, minority pressure, or dictatorial decree. The question of morality is not to be
adjudicated by cultural norms, political correctness, or social pressure. Pragmatically speaking, each of these things are fickle, fluid, and inconsistent.
Defining morality by these factors results in an ethic that is (continued on page 3)

STUDENT MINISTRY
Students,
I hope that each of you are doing well. It has been great to be
back together on Sunday mornings. While I am thankful for
how we have been able to keep things going through other
methods, there is no replacement for worshiping the Lord together.
Today, I am saddened because of some of the recent events.
What was done to George Floyd is a horrible. Things like this
just shouldn’t happen anywhere, let alone in America where
we are innocent until proven guilty. I do not know if this was
racially motivated, or simply a case of poor policing, or both.
Whatever the case may be, a man should not be killed while
under arrest. As a country we need to address these issues.
However, the response by many has been sinful. People are
rioting, stealing, burning down buildings, and throwing rocks
at the police. How does this help bring justice? Why are people hurting the local businesses that have nothing to do with
the situation? How does stealing tvs, liquor, and gaming systems help bring justice to what was done to George Floyd?
Sure there is a time for people to stand up and fight. After all
that is how America was born, but is this really one of those
times?
You might be wondering how this relates to our student ministry. After all, this is different from what we normally discuss.
At Glenwood we have a diverse group. We have students that
are from different races, economic statuses, and cultures.
Throughout the New Testament Jesus teaches us to love one
another. Jesus did not say that the rich should love only the
rich and the poor should love only the poor. Jesus did not say
that people need to only love those associated with their ethnicity. We are to love everyone, because Jesus loves everyone.
When a brother or sister in Christ is hurting, angry, or scared
we as the body of Christ need to stand for what is right. We all
come from different places in life and can’t always understand
what people feel, but that’s okay. We can still share the love
of Jesus and stand up for what is right. If one of my youth
would have been in the same situation as George Floyd I
would be out protesting peacefully.
This all just shows the need for Jesus. A few years ago on June
15, 2015 there was a man that went into a church in South
Carolina and killed nine people. There were racial tensions
over this case as there are with what happened to George
Floyd. The difference is in the response. When the families
were given the opportunity they forgave the man that took
the life of their loved ones. What is the difference between
the two? Jesus. Our students are growing up in a time and in
communities that see no issues with correcting wrong with a
wrong. As the church, the body of Christ, we need to do two

things. First, we need to pray that
Jesus would overwhelm the heart of people. Pray that this
rising generation would be the change that this world
needs. Second, we need to be the example. We need to
model what this is like in real life. Students need to be
taught and led by God fearing men and women that will
point them in the right direction. Pray that God would give
you an opportunity to share how Jesus has changed your
life. I hope that each of you have a great month. God

constantly in flux. This nation was founded on the ethic divinely revealed in the Bible. A truly
Christian ethic does not change with the times, and comprises the standards by which all human behavior ultimately
will be judged. As Christians, we are concerned with true morality; legality is, at most, a secondary concern.

(Student Ministry, continued)

(Pastor’s Pen, continued)
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Principle No. 2—There is a profound distinction between “moral” and “legal.” There are certain behaviors in any governed society that are legal but not moral. For example, a member of Congress can deliberately, slanderously, lie with
impunity in the well of the House. It is perfectly legal. Legal, but immoral. Conversely, in most societies there are behaviors that may be perfectly moral but not strictly legal. For example, in every public school in America, it is illegal
for a teacher to lead her class in prayer. It’s illegal, but certainly not immoral. In North Korea possession of a
[Christian] Bible is illegal and reportedly punishable by torture or execution. Possession of a Bible is never immoral. It
is impossible to think clearly about the “rightness” or “wrongness” of human actions when questions of legality and
morality become confused or conflated. To answer the question, “Is it legal?” ask a lawyer. To answer the question,
“Is it moral?” read on.

In Christ,
Isaac Walton
What’s Happening
Join the Praise Band, Pastor Mark and now the congregation every Sunday morning at 11:00 a.m. for a message from God’s word through song and word on the
Glenwood Baptist Facebook Page or at gbcor.org.

MUSIC NOTES
It is so great to be back with you in worship service.
God has been so faithful to us during this time. God
has also allowed us to start a new Ministry here at
Glenwood. We are able to now be live with our services. Isaac, Pastor Mark and I have talked and prayed
about this for well over a year and we felt like we was
not ready, but God told us you all are ready. God is
good all the time and all the time God is good.
With summer here, and everything that is happening,
we have decided to postpone choir until sometime
around August. We want everyone to be safe. We are
eagerly anticipating getting back together. We are
praying for each and every one of you during this
time.
I said it before and I will say it again, you know that
worship is not just on Sunday mornings, it is every day
of the week.
Pray for the Praise team and for Pastor Mark as God
allows us to be His vessels through worship and leadership during the coming days and weeks.
Praise ye the Lord,
Bryan

Principle No. 3—The morality of any thought, action, behavior, or law can be determined by applying the law of love.
As Christians, the standard by which we must live is higher than the laws of men and of nations. We are called to live
by the law of love: Love the Lord your God with all your heart, soul, and mind, and your neighbor as yourself. Such
love is love that prefers others above self, love that adheres to the Golden Rule, love that is consistent with the Ten
Commandments, love that always seeks for others God’s best for their lives. I’ve found—and believe that the Bible
teaches—that the morality of any human behavior, action, or legal stipulation can be discovered by carefully applying
God’s law of love. Note the caveat “carefully.” A superficial or simplistic understanding of the law of love and its application will frequently lead one astray. To assume that the law of love leaves no room for discipline, correction, selfdefense, or even war is to dangerously misunderstand the law of love. It is never true love to be complicit with, and
thereby to abet, immoral behavior. Properly understood, the law of love stands against evil, stands for righteousness
and truth, and promotes that which is loving, noble, and good.
Principle No. 4—In certain situations, civil disobedience may be morally permissible, morally obligatory, or morally
supererogatory. I mention civil disobedience here specifically because of its timeliness. Are there situations in which
civil disobedience is morally acceptable? Yes. Are there times when civil disobedience is morally required? Yes. Are
there situations in which civil disobedience exceeds what is morally required? Again, the answer is “Yes.” There are
also times and situations in which civil disobedience is terribly immoral. How is one to know the difference. As with
the law of love, a simplistic approach is dangerous, but the answer to two questions will help us evaluate any act of
civil disobedience responsibly:
Do civil authorities command what God forbids or forbid what God commands?
Is the expression of civil disobedience consistent with the law of love?
If the answer to either of these questions is “No,” then civil disobedience is immoral. If the answer to both questions
is “Yes,” then civil disobedience may be morally permissible or even morally required.
In the case of the “civil disobedience” we see in major cities around the nation, clearly the answer to both questions
above is “No.” The riotous behavior we see on the news is an utterly immoral response to any event, however tragic
and reprehensible that event may have been.
As we “see the Day approaching” (Heb. 10:25) it is more important than ever that Christians be clear-headed in our
thinking, and moral in our response to happenings all around us. “Fuzzy thinking” can do great harm to Kingdom
causes. If we carefully apply the principles outlined above, we will be able to address the issues of the day with confidence and represent well the way of Christ.
Pastor Mark
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As I write these words, large portions of the cities of St. Paul and Minneapolis are still smoldering after another night of rioting, looting, and senseless
destruction of property. Firefighters were unable to access the fires because
of the violent mobs. Police officers were ordered to retreat as buildings
burned, rocks and bottles were hurled, and anarchy prevailed. What ignited
this explosion of lawlessness? The killing of a man named George Floyd by a
Minneapolis police officer. Was the killing justified? Hardly. Was it tragic?
Absolutely. Was it murder? I do not know. Sadly, our nation has been down
this road often enough for us to know that things are not always what they
seem. There seems always to be video and other evidence that goes unseen
by the public because it does not further the agenda of whomever happens
to be doing the reporting—on either side of the issue. Such irresponsible reporting by the media serves only to fan the flames of chaos, causing it to
spread in unpredictable and often unrestrainable ways.
Given all of this unrest on the heels of the pandemic, the overreach of many
government officials, and nationwide protests over violations of civil liberties, it may seem that the very fabric of society is unraveling and “the failure
of civility” has begun. Personally, I am hopeful that these issues will be resolved before things go that far. But in times like these, the people of God
need to be well-versed on the moral and ethical principles of civil disobedience, and to develop the skill to be clear-headed in a sea of raging emotions.
Obviously, that is a tall order and beyond what a brief newsletter article
could hope to accomplish, but allow me to share with you a few basic principles that are fundamental to building a robust Christian ethic.
Principle No. 1—God, not human consensus, defines what is moral. As Christians, we understand that true morality is not defined by majority vote, minority pressure, or dictatorial decree. The question of morality is not to be
adjudicated by cultural norms, political correctness, or social pressure. Pragmatically speaking, each of these things are fickle, fluid, and inconsistent.
Defining morality by these factors results in an ethic that is (continued on page 3)

STUDENT MINISTRY
Students,
I hope that each of you are doing well. It has been great to be
back together on Sunday mornings. While I am thankful for
how we have been able to keep things going through other
methods, there is no replacement for worshiping the Lord together.
Today, I am saddened because of some of the recent events.
What was done to George Floyd is a horrible. Things like this
just shouldn’t happen anywhere, let alone in America where
we are innocent until proven guilty. I do not know if this was
racially motivated, or simply a case of poor policing, or both.
Whatever the case may be, a man should not be killed while
under arrest. As a country we need to address these issues.
However, the response by many has been sinful. People are
rioting, stealing, burning down buildings, and throwing rocks
at the police. How does this help bring justice? Why are people hurting the local businesses that have nothing to do with
the situation? How does stealing tvs, liquor, and gaming systems help bring justice to what was done to George Floyd?
Sure there is a time for people to stand up and fight. After all
that is how America was born, but is this really one of those
times?
You might be wondering how this relates to our student ministry. After all, this is different from what we normally discuss.
At Glenwood we have a diverse group. We have students that
are from different races, economic statuses, and cultures.
Throughout the New Testament Jesus teaches us to love one
another. Jesus did not say that the rich should love only the
rich and the poor should love only the poor. Jesus did not say
that people need to only love those associated with their ethnicity. We are to love everyone, because Jesus loves everyone.
When a brother or sister in Christ is hurting, angry, or scared
we as the body of Christ need to stand for what is right. We all
come from different places in life and can’t always understand
what people feel, but that’s okay. We can still share the love
of Jesus and stand up for what is right. If one of my youth
would have been in the same situation as George Floyd I
would be out protesting peacefully.
This all just shows the need for Jesus. A few years ago on June
15, 2015 there was a man that went into a church in South
Carolina and killed nine people. There were racial tensions
over this case as there are with what happened to George
Floyd. The difference is in the response. When the families
were given the opportunity they forgave the man that took
the life of their loved ones. What is the difference between
the two? Jesus. Our students are growing up in a time and in
communities that see no issues with correcting wrong with a
wrong. As the church, the body of Christ, we need to do two

things. First, we need to pray that
Jesus would overwhelm the heart of people. Pray that this
rising generation would be the change that this world
needs. Second, we need to be the example. We need to
model what this is like in real life. Students need to be
taught and led by God fearing men and women that will
point them in the right direction. Pray that God would give
you an opportunity to share how Jesus has changed your
life. I hope that each of you have a great month. God

constantly in flux. This nation was founded on the ethic divinely revealed in the Bible. A truly
Christian ethic does not change with the times, and comprises the standards by which all human behavior ultimately
will be judged. As Christians, we are concerned with true morality; legality is, at most, a secondary concern.
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Principle No. 2—There is a profound distinction between “moral” and “legal.” There are certain behaviors in any governed society that are legal but not moral. For example, a member of Congress can deliberately, slanderously, lie with
impunity in the well of the House. It is perfectly legal. Legal, but immoral. Conversely, in most societies there are behaviors that may be perfectly moral but not strictly legal. For example, in every public school in America, it is illegal
for a teacher to lead her class in prayer. It’s illegal, but certainly not immoral. In North Korea possession of a
[Christian] Bible is illegal and reportedly punishable by torture or execution. Possession of a Bible is never immoral. It
is impossible to think clearly about the “rightness” or “wrongness” of human actions when questions of legality and
morality become confused or conflated. To answer the question, “Is it legal?” ask a lawyer. To answer the question,
“Is it moral?” read on.

In Christ,
Isaac Walton
What’s Happening
Join the Praise Band, Pastor Mark and now the congregation every Sunday morning at 11:00 a.m. for a message from God’s word through song and word on the
Glenwood Baptist Facebook Page or at gbcor.org.

MUSIC NOTES
It is so great to be back with you in worship service.
God has been so faithful to us during this time. God
has also allowed us to start a new Ministry here at
Glenwood. We are able to now be live with our services. Isaac, Pastor Mark and I have talked and prayed
about this for well over a year and we felt like we was
not ready, but God told us you all are ready. God is
good all the time and all the time God is good.
With summer here, and everything that is happening,
we have decided to postpone choir until sometime
around August. We want everyone to be safe. We are
eagerly anticipating getting back together. We are
praying for each and every one of you during this
time.
I said it before and I will say it again, you know that
worship is not just on Sunday mornings, it is every day
of the week.
Pray for the Praise team and for Pastor Mark as God
allows us to be His vessels through worship and leadership during the coming days and weeks.
Praise ye the Lord,
Bryan

Principle No. 3—The morality of any thought, action, behavior, or law can be determined by applying the law of love.
As Christians, the standard by which we must live is higher than the laws of men and of nations. We are called to live
by the law of love: Love the Lord your God with all your heart, soul, and mind, and your neighbor as yourself. Such
love is love that prefers others above self, love that adheres to the Golden Rule, love that is consistent with the Ten
Commandments, love that always seeks for others God’s best for their lives. I’ve found—and believe that the Bible
teaches—that the morality of any human behavior, action, or legal stipulation can be discovered by carefully applying
God’s law of love. Note the caveat “carefully.” A superficial or simplistic understanding of the law of love and its application will frequently lead one astray. To assume that the law of love leaves no room for discipline, correction, selfdefense, or even war is to dangerously misunderstand the law of love. It is never true love to be complicit with, and
thereby to abet, immoral behavior. Properly understood, the law of love stands against evil, stands for righteousness
and truth, and promotes that which is loving, noble, and good.
Principle No. 4—In certain situations, civil disobedience may be morally permissible, morally obligatory, or morally
supererogatory. I mention civil disobedience here specifically because of its timeliness. Are there situations in which
civil disobedience is morally acceptable? Yes. Are there times when civil disobedience is morally required? Yes. Are
there situations in which civil disobedience exceeds what is morally required? Again, the answer is “Yes.” There are
also times and situations in which civil disobedience is terribly immoral. How is one to know the difference. As with
the law of love, a simplistic approach is dangerous, but the answer to two questions will help us evaluate any act of
civil disobedience responsibly:
Do civil authorities command what God forbids or forbid what God commands?
Is the expression of civil disobedience consistent with the law of love?
If the answer to either of these questions is “No,” then civil disobedience is immoral. If the answer to both questions
is “Yes,” then civil disobedience may be morally permissible or even morally required.
In the case of the “civil disobedience” we see in major cities around the nation, clearly the answer to both questions
above is “No.” The riotous behavior we see on the news is an utterly immoral response to any event, however tragic
and reprehensible that event may have been.
As we “see the Day approaching” (Heb. 10:25) it is more important than ever that Christians be clear-headed in our
thinking, and moral in our response to happenings all around us. “Fuzzy thinking” can do great harm to Kingdom
causes. If we carefully apply the principles outlined above, we will be able to address the issues of the day with confidence and represent well the way of Christ.
Pastor Mark
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