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From the Pastor’s Pen . . . 

 

The term “new normal” gets tossed about a lot these days. Though we all 
understand what the term is intended to communicate, it strikes me as 
“oddly oxymoronic.” If a thing is “new” can it be “normal”? And if it is 
“normal” is it really “new”? “New normal” is, of course, not the only “novel” 
expression we have been hearing a lot lately. Terms like “social distancing,” 
“essential business,” and “herd immunity” all have become a daily part of 
our vocabulary, and all contain an element of the paradoxical. When did 
“quarantine” come to be applied to the healthy? How did “sheltering” come 
to be deemed a patriotic virtue, or a heart-valve replacement become an 
“elective procedure”?  When did exercising the right to “freedom of assem-
bly” become touted as an act of rebellion? We’ve been inundated with (and 
sometimes manipulated by) words carefully selected to quietly euphemize or 
demonize, dramatize and tantalize, normalize or paralyze the American peo-
ple in what are purported to be unprecedented times.  

 

Now, if you’ll bear with me, there is a point to all this rambling. When a soci-
ety or culture or religion begins infusing old words with new meaning, when 
it begins putting old words together in new ways, when virtues become vic-
es, and vice-versa, that society or culture or religion is in the midst of sweep-
ing change. The impact of that change may be subtle or dramatic, but it’s 
effects can be detected by discerning eyes for generations. The mindset of 
the people—the things they come to view as “normal,” the incursions upon 
liberty they will tolerate, and the personal responsibilities they abdicate—
becomes weaved into the very fabric of the culture.  

 

Ordinarily, such change has a very deleterious effect on society as a whole. 
But it need not be so. Change in the face of world-wide challenges is inevita-
ble. The nature and direction of that change, collectively, is up to us. 

 

The pandemic persists, and it appears that it will make its disruptive pres-
ence known for many days hence. Nationally, locally, and  (continued on page 3) 
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9:45 a.m. Bible Fellowship 

11:00 a.m. Morning Worship 

6:30 p.m.  Small Group 
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6:00 p.m. Children’s Ministry 

6:00 p.m. Students/Adults 

6:35 p.m. War Room 
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Happy Birthday! 

MAY 

 05  Betty Bowers 

 05  Charlotte Evans 

 06  Ben Havliki 

 07  Sean Hicks 

 11  Ruby Walton 

 12  Connie Greene 

 12  Carl Hair 

 16  Kate Amos 

 18  David Walton 

 23  Crystal Havlik 

 24  Sid Gibson 

 27  Diane Dye 

 27  Lynn Smith 

 29  Fiona McGregor 

 30  Carolyn McDonald 

 



STUDENT MINISTRY 

I hope that everyone is doing well and staying safe dur-
ing these times. There is no doubt that these times are 
out of the norm. Thankfully, things seem to be looking 
up and I can’t wait until we can all meet back together 
and praise Jesus. This past Wednesday the students met 
over a zoom meeting. We have been doing this for a little 
over a month now. We have just started a series on rela-
tionships from LifeWay. This is not just about romantic 
relationships, but relationships in general. “When it 
comes to giving love, if we haven’t first received it from 
God, then we’ll have nothing to give away.” This was a 
quote from the material that I thought was especially 
profound. Love comes from God and spreads through His 
people. If we want to love people like Jesus did, sacrifi-
cially, we must first be the recipient of the Love God 
gives (John 15:9-14). Jesus commands us to love others 
many times throughout the Scriptures. We certainly ex-
perience God’s love when we become His followers, but 
the love of God doess not stop there. God loves us 
through the thick and thin. God loves us in the hills and 
the valleys. We experience the love of God each and eve-
ry day. When we spend time with God we begin grow 
our relationship with God and thus experience His loving 
presence. Let us make it our goal to let our lives reflect 
the Glory of God. May they be a lighthouse to to those 
that are in the midst of dark and stormy nights.  
 
In Christ, 
Isaac Walton 
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(Pastor’s Pen, continued)  personally change is inevitable, but it need not be bad. It can open new doors of opportunity. It 
can also provide the perfect opportunity to reflect, recalibrate, and reset our lives, our methods, and our motiva-
tions in life and in service to our Lord. 

 

While the application of this simple truth is broad, my focus here is upon the Kingdom of God generally, and upon 
Glenwood in particular. Already we have seen a resurgence of the proclamation of the gospel across the country 
and around the globe through live streaming of worship services online. Thousands of conversions to Christianity 
have been registered. Because of the crisis, churches (Glenwood included) have been not-so-gently nudged to 
move forward into new avenues of outreach. The result? GBCs music and messages have received many times the 
exposure we would typically have on any “typical” Sunday morning.  

 

As the church moves forward in the wake of this pandemic, there will be changes. The question that confronts us is 
whether we will direct those changes or be directed by them. We have the opportunity, perhaps a once-in-a-
lifetime opportunity, to reflect, recalibrate, and reset for ministry in a world that has experienced the impact of an 
unseen enemy known as COVID-19. The crisis has exposed vulnerabilities in our stewardship of the gospel and the 
function of the church. It has also revealed strengths. Similarly, we have new insights into both the strengths and 
weaknesses of those we are called to reach. We have a been granted a window to peer into the collective soul of 
America. We also have seen that we must take care to diligently guard our liberties—our birthright as American citi-
zens—that we had come to take for granted.  

 

I propose only one thing to the Glenwood family as we look forward to the end of the pandemic: reflect on how we 
need to recalibrate for ministry, and how we need to reset in order to have the greatest impact on the world for 
Jesus Christ. I believe that as we pray, the Lord will show us the things we need to shore-up, the things that need to 
shape-up, and where we need to stand up in a world that desperately needs the Good News of Jesus Christ. 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

Now, on a somewhat less-pensive note, allow me to give you an update on when the church may reconvene Sunday 
morning worship services. As most of you know, the Governor has made clear (Executive Order No. 30) that church-
es can reopen, and the prohibition that limits social gatherings to 10 persons does not apply to church services, 
weddings, or funerals. However, he also has strongly urged churches to continue with online services wherever pos-
sible. Guidelines are said to be forthcoming, but have not yet been released. I had hoped to be able to provide a 
definite date to resume worship services with the publication of May’s Banner, but there is simply insufficient infor-
mation to make a definite decision at this point. It appears likely that the earliest we would be able to reconvene 
and still remain in compliance would be Sunday, May 17, the first Sunday after Mother’s Day. Rest assured that the 
staff and I are eager to restart as soon as possible, while making every effort to assure that we can do so safely. Stay 
tuned to our website and our Facebook page for the most up-to-date information. 

 

Blessings to you all, 

Pastor Mark 

MUSIC NOTES 

We live in different times these days. Who knew that 
we would be worshipping together on Facebook. I 
thank God every day that we have been able to wor-
ship on Facebook. We are excited and prayerfully an-
ticipating joining back together on Sunday, May 17 for 
morning services. We will still be going live on Face-
book each week, so we can reach others out there and 
on Facebook. 
  
These are scary and different times, but we should re-
member that we need to not lose site that Jesus is 
right there with us and will not leave us. 
  
Usually, we as the choir take the summer off so I have 
decided that we will take an extended leave from now 
until August to try and get things somewhat back to 
normal. I will let everyone know when we will get back 
together for Wednesday night choir practice. 
  
We are praying for each and every one of you and miss 
you. We will be back together this month and looking 
forward to it. 
  
Praise ye the Lord 
Bryan 

Happy Birthday! 

JUNE 

 01  Tyler Kent 

 06  Gus Bowers 

 06  Peggy Gibson 

 07  Ashlee Copeland 

 09  Louise Bible 

 11  Bryan Rigney 

 13  Mark Walton 

 14  Gloria Pierce 

 15  Ronnie Rigney 

 15  Rena Rigney 

 16  Hanna Havlik 

 16  David Stultz 

 30  Andrew Hamblen 

  

What’s Happening 

Join the Praise Band and Pastor Mark every Sunday 

morning at 11:00 a.m. for a message from God’s word 

through song and word on the Glenwood Baptist Face-

book Page or at gbcor.org. 

 

Pray for each other in these trying times. 

 

The Church is not the building it is the people. Church 

family pull together and encourage. 


