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From the Pastor’s Pen . . .
Socialism. It’s a term we’ve been hearing a lot lately. Presented in idealistic
terms, it claims to be a means of achieving and ordering a utopian, classless
society that ensures fairness, equality, and justice for all—especially for the
poor and less empowered. From a realistic and historical perspective, however, socialism is a far different beast. By definition, socialism involves centralized regulation of the economy that is achieved by the exercise of control
over the “means of production” and distribution of goods and services. What
it’s proponents rarely speak of openly, however, is that the pursuit of its ideals requires an elite “ruling class” to make decisions for “the rest of us”—
what we need, how we are educated, where we live and work, and how we
get there. When the inherent weaknesses of socialism lead to its failure,
those in power always think the answer is more and stricter centralized control: authoritarian government, the loss of personal liberty, and the seizure
of private property (communism). The argument that democratic socialism is
free of these evils is to make a distinction where there is no difference. The
dynamic remains the same, and so does the inevitable result.

One need not be able to define socialism, describe how it works, or explain
the philosophy behind it to know that it is not an approach to government
that any freedom loving people would knowingly, willingly, embrace. Those
of us old enough to remember the fall of the Berlin Wall have witnessed the
dreary hopelessness, poverty, and loss of basic human rights that always accompanies socialist regimes. But one does not have to be a student of history to see the destruction of societies, economies, and lives left in socialism’s
wake. Simply consider Venezuela. Once one of the most prosperous, modern, and desirable places to live in Central America, Venezuela has fallen into
poverty, famine, violence and bloodshed in the space of just a few years.
My purpose in addressing this topic is not to enter into a rant about the impracticality of socialism or the superiority of capitalism. It is certainly not to
make a political statement. Rather, it is to introduce into the larger discussion something that I find conspicuously absent these days, namely the argument against socialism from a biblical perspective. Predictably, perhaps,
there are those, especially those from the “social justice” movement, who
claim socialism is prescribed in Scripture. They sometimes cite Acts 4:32–
5:11 in support of their view, claiming that the Christians (continued on page 3)

Church
I want to say thank you for all of your support for our
student ministry. Without you our students would be
unable to attend the many different activities that present the gospel to them. Your investment in the lives of
these students is not merely in fun activities and good
times. They are presented with the truth. They are
shown a better way of life than what the world presents
to them on a daily basis. Your prayers are felt and God is
working in the lives of our students. As the newness of
the year is wearing off I encourage you to help us to stay
focused on Jesus. Pray that the valleys in the lives of our
students would not place distance between Christ and
our students. When the spiritual mountains become valleys our faith is strengthened as we walk with God. I
know that God has great things in His plans for each of
our students. Our students are the not the church of tomorrow, but the church of today. Thank you for investing
your lives into our students. Thank you for passing down
what God has taught you. Thank you for being the hands
and feet of Christ.
In Christ,
Isaac Walton

(Pastor’s Pen, continued)

What’s Happening

STUDENT MINISTRY

Adult Choir Practice Wednesdays at 7:45 p.m.
War Room Wednesdays at 6:35 p.m.
JUST PRAISE Sunday, March 1st at 6:30 p.m.

Small Groups
Sunday @ 6:30 p.m. TBD
Location: Pastor Mark & Sandy Walton’s Home
Tuesday @ 6:30 p.m. This small group meets alternating at the homes of David & Teresa Hope, Jack &
Connie Greene’s and Mike & Louise Wyatt’s. Contact
Louise Wyatt or Church Office for additional information

MUSIC NOTES
Can you believe it’s already March. Spring is almost
here. This is the start of one of the busiest times of the
year. As we all start to get out and about from the winter spent mostly indoors, let’s take the time to stop
and just think God for His blessings. We are all blessed
in our own ways. Thank Him daily for these blessings.
Our Just Praise service is just that, a night of Praise to
our risen King. A time to stop and just praise. It will be
a great night of worship. It’s always great to sing praises to our King of kings and Lord of lords.
The choir has started working on our Easter cantata
and we will worship together on April 5th during our
morning service. Start inviting friends and family for
our
worship
service.
Be in prayer for our GBC worship band as we are going
to be starting up our worship on the road again soon.
Easter in the park will be April 12 and it’s always a
great Easter service outside celebrating.

of the first church in Jerusalem lived communally under a socialist ideological framework. To find support for socialism in this passage, it
is necessary to draw a number of shallow and unwarranted conclusions. In reality, throughout the Old- and New Testaments, the Bible
teaches at least four principles that are incompatible with socialist ideals. These principles prove socialism to be not merely ill-advised.
They render it to be plainly evil.
The Principle of Individual Liberty. Weaved into the fabric of every page of Scripture is the principle of individual liberty—the freedom of
the will, the freedom to choose. Now, the subject of the freedom of the will is vast and deep. Let it suffice here to think of individual liberty as the freedom to obey the Lord and follow His leading. In Acts 4, we see the early Christians choosing to believe, to assemble, to
love one another, and to agree. It was individual liberty that made it possible for these early believers to follow Christ, to submit to the
Apostles, and to pursue God’s will for their lives. In socialist societies, almost universally and thoroughly secular, individual liberty only
goes as far as it furthers the agenda of the ruling class. Don’t believe it? Imagine trying to explain God’s call to service to the ruling elite,
or why you should go to seminary and then to the mission field instead of trade school and the job assigned to you. There is no room for
individual liberty in the socialist’s scheme.
The Principle of Ownership of Property. Like individual liberty, the private ownership of property can be found on virtually every page of
Scripture. The 9th commandment, “Thou shalt not steal,” is an unequivocal affirmation that the ownership of property under God is a
fundamental freedom granted by God to members of the human race. Acts 4 exemplifies loving generosity, not the seizure of property.
Although it is true that, unlike communism, socialism does not completely forbid the private ownership of property, it is also true that a
fundamental tenet of socialism requires the government to seize from those who have in order to “redistribute” it under the pretext of
fairness and pursuit of the greater good.
The Principle of Human Depravity. With the exception of the first two chapters of Genesis, human depravity, the tendency of human beings to choose the satisfaction of self over obedience to God, is a stain discernable on every page of the Bible. The dishonesty of Ananias
and Saphira recorded in Acts 5 is a tragic illustration of the human tendency to do wrong when we think it somehow serves our selfish
purposes. In a sense, capitalism takes our selfishness into account, provides checks and balances for it, and harnesses it (albeit imperfectly) to make things better than they otherwise would have been. Socialism, on the other hand, takes no account for human depravity, and
thus is doomed to fail. For the ruling class, there is the constant pull of more power, and to wield it in a manner that serves selfish ends.
For the rest of us, there is the temptation to work only for “what’s in it for me.” It would be wonderful if, in this life, human beings
would seek not their own ends, but in love selflessly serve the Lord and one another. But such a world cannot be established by the decree of men or any socio-economic system. It is only possible where the Son of God rules in the hearts of men.
The Principle of Personal Responsibility. The principle of personal responsibility is demonstrated poignantly in Acts 5 as Ananias and
Saphira were personally, individually brought to account for their attempt at deception, and paid with their lives. Personal responsibility
extends beyond accountability for our sin, however. It includes the necessity of human beings to take responsibility for the choices they
make, the actions they take, and the rules they break. It also includes the responsibility to provide for ourselves, to be good stewards of
the time and talents God gives us, and to invest our lives responsibly for Him. Socialism encourages human beings to exchange their individual liberty to lessen and limit their personal responsibility. Though there are many who would make that trade gladly, insofar as our
standing before God we cannot. We are men and women created in the image of God, and are morally, ethically, and personally responsible and accountable to Him.
In reality the “unworkability” of socialism is not the greatest reason it must be rejected. Socialism destroys individual liberty, denies ownership of property, ignores human depravity, and seeks to limit personal responsibility. In so doing it presumes for itself the right to
usurp the order established by God, and effectively places itself in the position of God for those who fall under its spell. Socialism is not
merely a bad idea. It is an evil affront to almighty God.
Pastor Mark

Pray for all these services and events and worship with
us.
Praise ye the lord
Bryan
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