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From the Pastor’s Pen . . . 

 “And you shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free.” —John 
8:32 

Over the past week or so, I’ve watched far too much of the televised presi-
dential impeachment trial in the Senate. Why? I’m not really sure. It’s cer-
tainly not that the spectacle is interesting or enjoyable—far from it. Nor is it 
that I am undecided about the merits of the case against the President (I’ll 
not share my personal conclusions here . . . but would be happy to do so pri-
vately if you’re interested). Perhaps it is simply the historical aspect of it all 
that draws me in, or maybe it is a weird sort of voyeurism, a look into the 
sausage-making, the devious innerworkings, of the collective political mind. 
I’m not sure. But one thing is certain: watching has revealed a lot about the 
depths of sin, about the long tentacles of lust for power, about pig-
headedness, swollen egos, and the ability of hatred to render a person inca-
pable of viewing information objectively through the lens of rational 
thought. Nothing is off-limits to the masters of political spin—not even the 
words of Jesus. 

On more than one occasion, speakers from both sides of the political aisle 
have invoked Jesus’ words from John 8:32 in their appeals, and none have 
gotten it right. The passage is one of the most oft-quoted verses in the New 
Testament. It is also among the most misunderstood, misapplied, and mis-
used. But then, that is what happens when one takes Bible verses out of con-
text and alters the meaning of key words to suit his or her purposes. Let’s 
take a closer look. 

First, note that when Jesus spoke the words in John 8:32, He was addressing 
“those Jews who believed Him,” that is, those who were affirming His words 
and trusting in Him (vv. 30, 31a). There is no guarantee here of knowing 
truth or finding freedom to those who reject His identity as the Son of God, 
the truth of His claims, or the authority of His words. The promise is to per-
sons of genuine faith in Jesus Christ. 

Second, consider that, even for persons of genuine faith, knowing the truth 
and the freedom it entails is contingent upon abiding in Jesus’ word. Jesus 
said, “If you abide in My word . . . [then] you shall       (continued on page 3) 
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SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

      1 

2 

9:45 a.m. Bible Fellowship 

11:00 a.m. Morning Worship 

Super Bowl Party for the 

Student Ministry 

3 

 

4 5 

6:00 p.m. Children’s Ministry 

6:00 p.m. Students/Adults 

6:35 p.m. War Room 

7:45 p.m. Adult Choir 

6 7 

Student Ministry 

fundraiser at Jefferson 

Drug Store 

8 

 

9 

9:45 a.m. Bible Fellowship 

11:00 a.m. Morning Worship 

6:30 p.m.  Small Group 

10 

 

11 

 

12 

6:00 p.m. Children’s Ministry 

6:00 p.m. Students/Adults 

6:35 p.m. War Room 

7:45 p.m. Adult Choir 

13 

 

14 

Winter Jam 

15 

 

16 

9:45 a.m. Bible Fellowship 

11:00 a.m. Morning Worship 

6:30 p.m.  Small Group 

 

 

17 

 

18 19 

6:00 p.m. Children’s Ministry 

6:00 p.m. Students/Adults 

6:35 p.m. War Room 

7:45 p.m. Adult Choir 

20 

 

21 

 

22 
 

23 

9:45 a.m. Bible Fellowship 

11:00 a.m. Morning Worship 

6:30 p.m.  Small Group 

 

 

24 25 26 

6:00 p.m. Children’s Ministry 

6:00 p.m. Students/Adults 

6:35 p.m. War Room 

7:45 p.m. Adult Choir 

27 28 29 

       

200 N Alabama Road, Oak Ridge, TN 37830 

The Glenwood Banner is a monthly publication of: Glenwood Baptist Church  

Phone: (865) 483–7436 · Office hours: 7:00 a.m.– 2:00 p.m. (T-TH) Website: www.gbcor.org 

Pastor Mark - pastor@gbcor.org Isaac Walton - isaac@gbcor.org Bryan Rigney - bryan@gbcor.org  

Bob Calway - bob@gbcor.org Carol Meredith - office@gbcor.org 

 

glenwood 
banner 

Happy Birthday! 

FEBRUARY 

 07  Juanita Wright 

 08  Gerald Pierce 

 09  Rose Farahi 

 13  Mary Crouse 

 13  Lovie Rowell 

 24  Harold Tidwell 

 

MARCH 

 01  Harue Arakawa 

 02  Alex Guthrie 

 03  Frances Rowland 

 06  Tiffany Roach 

 08  AJ Roach 

 14  Richard Wright 

 16  Q Grindstaff 

 22  Luke Dye 

 23  Melanie Kent 

 26  Breanna Collins 

 27  Jack Greene 

 27  Harrison Hill 



STUDENT MINISTRY 

Students, 
 
I hope that each of you are doing well. I am always 
encouraged by your love and support for our stu-
dents. Know that your prayers are felt, and that God 
is working in the lives of our students. Keep lifting 
them up to the Father. 

We have many exciting things coming up in the com-
ing weeks that I would like to extend an invitation. 
First, we are having another Spaghetti Dinner Fund-
raiser from 6:00-8:00 pm on Friday, February 7th, 
2020 at the Jefferson Fountain. This has always been 
a great time of good food and fellowship. I hope that 
we can see you all there.  
 
We are also going to Winter Jam the following Friday, 
February 14th. There will be many different artists 
there providing great entertainment, but most im-
portantly the Gospel will be presented in both song 
and message. Pray that God will use this event to 
change lives. Thank you in advance for your prayers. I 
hope that you have great month. 
 
To God be the glory, 
Isaac Walton 

What’s Happening 

Adult Choir Practice Wednesdays at 7:45 p.m. 

War Room Wednesdays at 6:35 p.m. 

Fundraiser Spaghetti dinner Student Ministry fundrais-

er at Jefferson Fountain on Friday, February 7th. 

Super Bowl Party Student Ministry Super Bowl Party at 

Pastor Mark & Sandy’s Home. 

WinterJam February 14th 

 

Small Groups 

Sunday @ 6:30 p.m. TBD 

Location: Pastor Mark & Sandy Walton’s Home 

Tuesday @ 6:30 p.m. This small group meets alter-

nating at the homes of David & Teresa Hope, Jack & 

Connie Greene’s and Mike & Louise Wyatt’s. Contact 

Louise Wyatt or Church Office for additional information 
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(Pastor’s Pen, continued)  

know the truth and the truth shall make you free” (vv. 31b, 32). To live in a manner that ignores the teaching of 
Jesus, even if there is faith, is to live as if in darkness and to separate oneself from the light (see 3:19–21). Only 
those who trust in Jesus and position their hearts to view the world through the lens of Jesus’ teaching will know 
the truth. Only they will experience the freedom that knowledge of the truth brings. 

And finally, it remains for us to consider the meaning of “truth.” Pontius Pilate found it to be an enigma. Ask 
most people today to define truth and they will describe it as a relative, malleable interpretation of a given set of 
facts. Truth, they say, is subjective and fluid, never absolute. If we are to be faithful to the meaning of John 8:32, 
we must understand “truth” by the words of Jesus in the Gospel of John. What is it that followers of Jesus and 
abiders in His word shall know? What is it that sets us free? A survey of John’s Gospel reveals that truth is that 
with which, along with grace, the Word become flesh was filled (1:14), and that which, along with grace, came to 
us through Jesus Christ (1:17). “In truth” is that in which genuine worshippers worship God (4:23-24), that to 
which John the Baptist bore witness (5:33), and that which Jesus bore witness to and taught (8:40, 18:37). The 
truth is that which describes the Holy Spirit (15:26, 16:13), and sanctifies the believer (17:17,19). The truth is 
that which defines those who hear Jesus’ voice (18:37), but remains hidden, a mystery to those in unbelief 
(18:38). The truth is the gospel (19:13), and Jesus is the truth (14:6). 

Will knowing the truth set you free? Not as the world defines it. (Many sit in prison today because the truth be-
came known.) But to know the truth as John knew the truth is to know the gospel, and to know the gospel is to 
know the truth. To know the Truth is to know Jesus Christ, the Son of God, and it is He that makes men free. 
“And if the Son makes you free, you shall be free indeed” (John 8:36). I hope you will join me in praying that the 
Truth will make men and women free indeed in Washington D.C. 

Pastor Mark  

 

MUSIC NOTES 

Student Ministry Spaghetti Dinner Fund Raiser at 

Jefferson Fountain on Friday, February 7th from 

6:00-8:00 p.m. 

Come enjoy a delicious meal and a wonderful 

time of fellowship. Invite everyone. 


