
 

January 2020 

 

From the Pastor’s Pen . . . . 

 

As I compose these words, a new year—and a new decade—is just around 
the corner. Meanwhile, the morning news reports on violent attacks on 
Christians and Jews in Texas and New York; Russia, China, and Iran (all mem-
bers of a very unlikely and unholy axis of nations prophesied in Scripture) are 
conducting joint naval exercises in the Gulf of Oman; and the American Em-
bassy in Iraq is under siege. The political, party-line division in the United 
States is the deepest that it has been in my lifetime. Government spending is 
out of control, and the national debt exceeds the nations Gross Domestic 
Product (GDP). Sounds like 2020 is going to be a great year, and the 
‘twenties’ will be ‘roaring’—albeit in a different way—again. 

 

Forgive the sarcasm, but sometimes it’s the best way to drive home a point. 
There is not much in the news to make us optimistic, and there is much that 
could trouble us.  As we look ahead and prepare to enter the next chapter in 
our collective history, we have more questions than answers, and the uncer-
tainty quotient seems larger than usual. We like to set our goals, make our 
plans, and pursue our agendas, but doing so seems to be more difficult and 
tentative than in most years. 

 

But maybe that’s a good thing. Because just as surely as God never meant 
for His people to have their “best life now,” neither did He intend that we 
would find our confidence about the future in the morning newscast. Our 
confidence is in God Himself and in God alone, and His Word is the only itin-
erary for the future upon which we can or should rely. In truth, any temper 
of mind or heart that tends to focus our confidence on ourselves or our own 
ability to “make things happen” is the enemy of our fellowship and useful-
ness to God. Planning, scheduling, goal-setting, and the codifying of agen-
das—on the surface all good and responsible things—may in fact be passive 
expressions of unbelief, rebellion, and lust for control in masquerade. 

Of course, goals, plans, and agendas are not necessarily bad things. For secu-
lar organizations              
(continued on page 3) 
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SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

   1 2 3 4 

5 

9:45 a.m. Bible Fellowship 

11:00 a.m. Morning Worship 

6:30 p.m.  Small Group 

6 

 

7 8 

6:00 p.m. Children’s Ministry 

6:00 p.m. Students/Adults 

6:35 p.m. War Room 

7:45 p.m. Adult Choir 

9 10 11 

 

12 

9:45 a.m. Bible Fellowship 

11:00 a.m. Morning Worship 

6:30 p.m.  Small Group 

13 

 

14 

 

15 

6:00 p.m. Children’s Ministry 

6:00 p.m. Students/Adults 

6:35 p.m. War Room 

7:45 p.m. Adult Choir 

16 

 

17 18 

 

19 

9:45 a.m. Bible Fellowship 

11:00 a.m. Morning Worship 

6:30 p.m.  Small Group 

 

 

20 

 

21 22 

6:00 p.m. Children’s Ministry 

6:00 p.m. Students/Adults 

6:35 p.m. War Room 

7:45 p.m. Adult Choir 

23 

 

24 

 

25 
 

26 

9:45 a.m. Bible Fellowship 

11:00 a.m. Morning Worship 

6:30 p.m.  Small Group 

 

 

27 28 29 

6:00 p.m. Children’s Ministry 

6:00 p.m. Students/Adults 

6:35 p.m. War Room 

7:45 p.m. Adult Choir 

30 31  
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Happy Birthday! 

JANUARY 

 01  Sandy Walton 

 06  Isaac Walton 

 09  Andrew Steelman 

 27  Greg Walters 

 

 

FEBRUARY 

 07  Juanita Wright 

 08  Gerald Pierce 

 09  Rose Farahi 

 13  Mary Crouse 

 13  Lovie Rowell 

 24  Harold Tidwell 

  

 

  



MUSIC NOTES 

Happy New Year! Here we are now in 2020. Now is 

the time if the year we all try and slow down, but let's 
not slow down spreading the word of God’s love . This 
new year, I want to ask everyone to invite 3 people to 
come and worship with us here at Glenwood. Let's 
show everyone the love of God and invite them to 
church.  
 
The choir has taken a few weeks off but will be starting 
back on Wednesday, January 8, 2020. Come be a part 
of us every Wednesday night practice begins at 7:45 
p.m. We have a great time in the house of the Lord. 
We not only practice, but we also worship through our 
practicing. Sing praises to our Lord.  
 
In His name 
Bryan 

STUDENT MINISTRY 

Students, 
 
Happy New Year! I hope that each of you had a great 
Christmas Holiday. Most of the time when I write to 
you it is asking for prayer for our students. This time 
will be no different. We have just returned from our 
Strength to Stand Conference and are excited to see 
how God is going to use this to continue to work in 
the lives of our students. We had one rededication 
and one salvation in our group over the trip. God is at 
work. I want to ask for prayer, especially for these 
students that have made the decision to follow 
Christ. I know that the enemy does not like this and 
will do everything in his power to hinder their walk 
with Christ. I would also like to ask for prayer for the 
rest of the students. God is working. Pray for protec-
tion from the enemy, pray for the softening of 
hearts, pray for God to change lives. Come Sunday 
for our morning worship service, January 12, 2020 to 
hear more about the trip and see how God worked. 
 
In Christ, 
Isaac Walton 

What’s Happening 

Adult Choir Practice Wednesdays at 7:45 p.m. 

War Room Wednesdays at 6:35 p.m. 

 

Small Groups 

Sunday @ 6:30 p.m. Heaven 

Location: Pastor Mark & Sandy Walton’s Home 

Tuesday @ 6:30 p.m. This small group meets alter-

nating at the homes of David & Teresa Hope, Jack & 

Connie Greene’s and Mike & Louise Wyatt’s. Contact 

Louise Wyatt or Church Office for additional information 
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(Pastor’s Pen, continued)  

and institutions, they are essential. For churches, properly understood as organisms rather than organizations, 
they may be wonderfully helpful tools for motivating and focusing energy and effort when arrived at prayerfully 
and in concert with will of God. That said, I stand convinced that there is “a more excellent way.”  

 

One will search the Scriptures in vain to find God instructing His people to make their plans, set their goals, and 
pursue their pet ambitions. On the other hand, we find numerous passages in which God cautions against pre-
suming upon the future. Rather, we are instructed that all our ‘plans’ be maintained as conditional, depending 
upon the will of God (James 4:13–15). We are instructed to let His word be “a lamp to [our] feet” (Psalm 119:105). 
We are instructed to take up our cross daily and follow Christ (Luke 9:23). As one who instinctively plans (and usu-
ally enjoys it), it is not always easy for me to remember that “a man’s heart plans his way, But the Lord directs his 
steps” (Proverbs 16:9). As one who tends to live in the future rather than in the present, it goes against my grain 
to focus on today (I say this to my shame). However, as I read the Scripture, I find that the “more excellent way” is 
to simply follow Jesus, in concert with His word, by the leading of the Holy Spirit, day-by-day, step-by-step along 
the way. That is the way God led the children of Israel in the wilderness, and that is the way He leads us today. 
One day at a time. Why? Because in this way we learn to trust Him. In this way we learn to follow Him. In this way, 
we learn His will and His ways. 

 

If the Lord wills, we will spend some time studying how God’s word instructs us to find the way, day-by-day on 
Sunday mornings in January (and beyond?). One thing is sure. We will need 20/20 Vision to stay on the path He 
has for us in the 2020s—not to read our plans, but to discern His footprints and the landmarks along the way. I 
hope that you will join us on Sundays as we study to find in Christ our 20/20 Vision. 

 

Pastor Mark 

 

 


