
The Work of the Holy Spirit, Pt 4 
 
Often speaking in tongues is erroneously equated with the baptism of the Holy Spirit in Acts.  
There are only three such places in the book of Acts. 
 
 
I.  Tongues was used to share the gospel (Acts 2:4,6, 8).  
 

A.  The term “tongues” in 2:4 is glossolalia.  It can be used for a known language or it 
can be used for ecstatic speech.  The context defines its use.  

 
B.  The purpose of tongues was to share the gospel of Jesus (2:37-38).   

 
 
II.  Tongues was used to verify regeneration.   
 

A.  Cornelius and his family were the first Gentiles to be regenerated (10:44-48). 
 

1. The purpose of glossolalia was to verify that they had received the Holy 
Spirit. 
 

2. When Peter explained it to the church officials in Jerusalem, Peter did not 
mention that they had spoken in tongues (11:15-18).  Tongues was not a 
requirement for regeneration; it only testified to it.   

 
B.  Twelve Ephesian believers were regenerated (19:2-7). 
 

1. 12 men were disciples.  They received the Holy Spirit. 
 

2. The purpose of glossolalia was to verify that they had received the Holy 
Spirit.  

 
 
III.  All other references of regeneration by the Holy Spirit in Acts is not verified by tongues 

(2:42, 47, 4:31; 5:14; 6:7; 8:4-8, 14-17; 8:37-39; 9:17-18, 31; 12:24; 13:12, 48-49; 14:4, 
21-23; 15:1ff; 16:5, 31-33; 17:4, 12,34; 18:8, 24-26; 19:10, 20; 28:8, 30-31).   

 
Let’s consider a few examples where the Holy Spirit was received without the 
verification of tongues. 
 
1. 2:47. These are the 3000 who were saved at Pentecost and received the Holy Spirit.  
2. 8:14-17.  The Samaritan believer were saved and received the Holy Spirit. 
3. 9:17-18.  Paul later stated he spoke in tongues but not at his regeneration. 
4. 16:31-33.  The Philippian jailor and his family were saved and received the Holy 

Spirit. 
 


