
When Is Christmas for You? 

Luke 2:21-38 

 

Introduction:  When is Christmas for you?  Have you already taken your tree and decorations 

down and put them away? 

   

If you have a Nativity, was there anyone missing from it?  In your Nativity, did you include 

Simeon and Anna?  I admit I did not.  But I think I should.  Notice that in the Christmas story 

that the shepherds and the Magi came to Jesus.  But in our passage, Jesus brought Christmas to 

Simeon and Anna. 

 

I. Where were Simeon and Anna and when were they there? 

 

 A. Simeon and Anna were in the Temple in Jerusalem. 

 

 B. They were in the temple when Jesus was presented in the Temple as part of the  

  purification ceremony 40 days after Jesus’s birth.  

 

 C. So Simeon and Anna were in the Temple when Jesus came to fulfill the   

  requirement of the Law. 

 

II. Who were Simeon and Anna and why were they in the Temple that day? 

 

 A. Simeon is described by Luke. 

 

  1. His name means “obedient one.” 

 

  2. He was righteous and devout. 

 

3. He was looking for the Consolation of Israel which means he was looking 

 for the comfort that the Messiah would bring to Israel. 

 

4. Also the Holy Spirit was upon him and the Holy Spirit revealed to Simeon 

 that he would not die before he had seen the Messiah. 

 

5. He was waiting in the temple for Jesus to come to him. 

 

B. Anna is also described by Luke. 

 

1.  Her name means “gracious one.” 

   



2.  She was a prophetess in the line of prophetesses of the Old Testament like 

 Miriam, the sister of Moses, Deborah in the time of the Judges and Huldah 

 in the time of Josiah, the king of Judah. 

 

3.  She was an old widow. 

 

4.  She was constantly in the Temple serving God night and day with fasting 

 and prayers. 

 

5.  She like Simeon was waiting for Jesus to come. 

 

III. What did they do when they saw Jesus? 

 

A.  Both of them had to hold Him. 

 

B.  Both of them praised God for allowing Jesus to come to them. 

 

C.  Both of them told others in the Temple about Jesus and who He was. 

 

D.  Both of them saw the salvation of Israel and the world. 

 

Conclusion:  Now again the question, when is Christmas for you?  If you have not asked Jesus to 

be your Savior, you have not really experienced Christmas.  Oh, you may have put up 

decorations and exchanged some gifts but you still have not experienced Christmas.  But if you 

have asked Jesus to come into your heart, you have experienced Christmas and you can 

experience Christmas every year and in reality, all the time! 

 


