
Hell 

 

I. Christian Apologists Argue the Reality of Hell 

 

1. If there is no hell then Scripture, the church, and Jesus are liars. 

   

2. One cannot dismiss the reality of hell because it is unbearable. 

   

3. If there is no hell then choices in life are not infinitely consequential. 

   

4. If there is no hell then there is no free will. 

   

5. Hell is necessary to believe in absolute morality. 

   

6. If there is no hell then Jesus is not a Savior. 

  

7. If there is no hell then religion becomes less essential.   

 

II. Alternatives to Believing in Hell 

 

1. Universalism 

  

2. Hell is only in this life. 

 

3. Annihilation 

  

4. Reincarnation   

 

III. The Reality of Hell in the Bible 

 

1. Jesus taught that hell was a fiery reality (Matthew 5:22; 29-30; 10:28; 18:9; 

 23:15, 33). 

   

2. Hell is a real place (Luke 16:23-26). 

  

3. Hades is temporary and will turn into the Lake of Fire (Jude 7; Revelation 20:10). 

   

 a. Gehenna is believed to be equivalent to the Lake of Fire (Matthew 25:41;  

  Revelation 19:20; 20:10, 14, 15). 

   

 b. Gehenna is a fiery abyss (Mark 9:43) and is described as a furnace of fire  

  (Matthew 13:42, 50) to which all unrighteousness will ultimately be  

  consigned (23:15, 33). 

   

 c. Gehenna is a place of eternal darkness (Matthew 8:12; 22:13).   

 



IV. Reasons to Believe in Hell Other Than From Scripture 

 

1. Justice demands punishment for evil. 

   

2. Since there is only one true God, to reject Him means to reject His life, love, joy, 

 peace, and heaven. 

   

3. Free will requires the reality of hell.  

 

V. Answering Two Major Objections to the Reality of Hell 

 

1. Hell is contrary to the love of God.  ANS:  Yes indeed!  Yet that doesn’t negate 

 the reality of hell.  God’s love and forgiveness must be accepted. 

   

2. Belief in hell is intolerable and unbearable.  ANS:  Life without God is certainly 

 intolerable and unbearable.   


