
Heaven 

 

In the Bible heaven is the abode of God and the place where Christians go when they die (II 

Corinthians 12:2; 5:8). 

 

I. Alternative theories to life after death in heaven 

 

 A. There are seven possible explanations of afterlife other than the biblical teaching  

  of heaven. 

  

 1. Atheism 

   

 2. Annihilationism 

  

 3. Agnosticism 

   

 4. Historical paganism 

  

 5. Platonism 

  

 6. Eastern Mysticism 

   

 7. Reincarnation  

 

 B. Christianity rejects other alternatives to heaven, including reincarnation. 

 

 1. It is completely dismissed in the Bible. 

  

 2. It is a biblical impossibility (Hebrews 9:27). 

   

 3. It would reduce Jesus to one of many avatars of God. 

  

 4. It suggests that God is not in control of human life but rather the human  

  being. 

  

 5. It doesn’t make sense that the body is a prison of the soul; then, all human  

  bodies are evil. 

  

 6. It is a contradiction to believe that a person must learn from previous  

  reincarnations while having no memory of them. 

  

 7. It is illogic to think that a person’s state before its first human birth is  

  perfect, but then is born in a series of sinful and imperfect births. 

 

II. The Bible teaches the existence of heaven. 

 



 A. Heaven is real but difficult to describe. 

   

 1. Heaven is revealed by God through sacred Holy Scripture. 

  

 2. What we know about heaven is not based on experience. 

  

 3. Heaven is unique. 

  

 4. Heaven is too great to describe in human terms (I Corinthians 2:9; II  

  Corinthians 12:4).  

 

III. There are two fundamental questions about life in heaven. 

 

 A. What is life like in heaven? 

  

 1. What we know about heaven is often described in the negative. 

 

 2. Scripture relies a good deal on analogies (John 14:2; Luke 23:43; Hebrews 

  11:10, 16).  

 

 B. What does a person do in heaven? 

   

 1. Fellowship (John 14:3; I Corinthians 13:12; Revelation 2:17; 19:7-9)  

  

 2. Rest (Revelation 14:13; Hebrews 4)  

 

 3. Serve (Revelation 22:3) 

  

 4. Worship (Revelation 5:9)   

 

IV. Answer objections to the existence of heaven. 

 

 A. Heaven is religious superstition and cannot be proven.  ANS:  No one can refute  

  heaven scientifically.  Plus, a lot of prescientific ideas have been proven in time.   

 

 B. Belief in heaven comes from the need for an emotional escape.  ANS:  Heaven is  

  not an escape because it is real.  It is not errant for a person in pain to enjoy the  

  blessing of hope. 

 

 C. Heaven distracts us from work that we need to be doing now.  ANS:  There is  

  nothing more important on earth than to get to heaven and help others get to  

  heaven.  Plus, heaven is a great motivator to do good works on earth.  

 


