
The Bible 

 

The greatest threat against Christianity has not been made by atheists.  Rather, it comes from 

Christian liberals or modernists.  Modernists argue that the Bible is a myth, not history.   

 

I. The Bible commends the use of reason (Isaiah 1:18; Acts 24:25; James 3:17; I Peter 

 3:15).  

 

II. Christian apologists and modernists use the Bible differently.  

 

 A. Christian apologists do not have the luxury of beginning with the Bible; they  

  begin with reason.   

 

 B. Modernist read the Bible from a natural mindset where no miracles exist.   

 

III. Evangelical Believers use the tools of hermeneutics to understand the Bible. 

 

 A. We use sound research methods and standards.   

 

 B. We accept the authors’ intended meaning.  

 

 C. We can separate interpretation from belief.    

 

 D. We interpret a book by its genre.   

 

 E. We know when the Bible uses symbolism and figures of speech.  

 

 F. We understand that the closer the historical source is to the event, the greater the  

  reliability.   

 

IV. Contradictions may not be contradictions at all. 

 

 A. Let’s consider some examples. 

  

 1. Numbers of people in the OT are estimated differently. 

   

 2. Exodus records God parting the Red Sea, while another passage says a  

  strong east wind parted the waters. 

  

 3. The four gospels do not record the same order of events in Jesus’ life. 

  

 4. One account of Easter finds women who saw two angels at Jesus’ tomb  

  while in another account they saw only one. 

   

 5. One account of Judas’ death was that he hanged himself; another says his  

  intestines burst open. 
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 B. There is strong outside support for the reliability of biblical records.  

 

 1. Archeology has never invalidated the claims of the Bible. 

   

 2. Biblical prophecy has never been invalidated.   

 

 C. Supposed contradictions that come from science do not invalidate the Bible. 

 

 1. General statements such as “science disproves the Bible” are invalid. 

  

 2. Science does not invalidate biblical miracles. 

  

 3. Evolution does not invalidate the Bible. 

   

 a. The Bible does not indicate there is no change (microevolution) in  

  God’s creation. 

 

 b. Creation vs. evolution (macroevolution) is not based on science; it  

  is a theory only.   


