
Missionary’s Musings by Bobby Braswell, Jr. 

The film adaptation of the “Lord of the Rings: Fellowship of the Ring” 

starts out with the cryptic phrase from Galadriel the narrator, “The 

world is changed.” Not to be overly dramatic, but anyone observing the 

early 21st Century would say exactly the same thing: the world is 

changed. Not, “The world is changing,” but, “It is changed.” The world 

has changed significantly. And those changes are affecting us. 
 

Some of these changes are overdue and welcome; some are difficult to 

interact with but still welcome. Some of the changes (like the intrusion 

of digital media and cellular devices) are a weird blend of troublesome 

and helpful. But change is like math: it doesn’t care about your 

feelings. Change is inevitable. Interacting with it in healthy, 

meaningful ways is of utmost importance. 
 

Our State Convention has changed – Under new State Executive 

Director Thomas Hammond, the Georgia Baptist Mission Board is 

undergoing massive restructuring that has included a reorganization of 

staff. Some state missionaries are being reassigned and some have been 

downsized. When the dust settles the GBMB will be selling the 

building in Duluth and dividing Georgia into regions, each with about a 

5 person team to serve the churches in that area. The idea is to shift the 

emphasis to the local church and to try and affect health (holistically) 

among pastors while strengthening churches. This is still in the creative 

stage: pray! 
 

The SBC has changed – There has been an enormous amount of 

turnover in our entities.  At the end of the year there will be two new 

seminary presidents installed as well as a new Executive Committee 

President. There is a new convention president (actually this happens 

every two years). But in my opinion, JD Greear’s election signaled a 

helpful shift akin to passing the torch to a new generation of leaders. 

The SBC is trying to understand how to move forward with more 

transparency and thoughtful prevention following the scandal of 

learning that over 700 cases of sexual abuse spanning over 20 years 

had occurred in SBC churches (Houston Chronicle, February 10, 

2019). 
 

The Association has changed. 

•The availability of information available at the click of a mouse has 

made information handling easier for everyone. The information 

the Association communicates has to be more specialized. 

•The movement away from “the program church” (which has already 

happened) and the changing role of the State Convention as a trend 

setter for churches affects the role of Associations. 

•The struggle for vitality in existing churches and the attendant 

catalogue of issues related to that drives the Association’s mission. 

•There is more creative pressure to prove relevance in an era of fewer 

resources. 

 

 

Food Pantry Needs :  
1-2lb grits & rice,  

potato flakes,   
spaghetti sauce & 

noodles, powdered milk, 
peanut butter, jelly,  
mac & cheese box, 

Jello...  

Check out our updated  

Resource Center:  

www.middlebaptistassociation.org 

Like us on Facebook:  

Middle Baptist Association 

Middle Baptist Association 
Ministry Foundation 
Funding for projects outside  

budget of MBA 
(Brochures available at Mission Center  

(912)564-2884) 

Pastor Leader Training 

with Al Wright 
Tuesday, May 21st—12 noon 

Please RSVP by Monday 5/20,  (912-564-2884) 

Happy Birthday to: 

Christi Lyle-6-Middle Ground 

Chad Cofield-12-Little Horse Creek 

Bobby Braswell –14- MBA 

Corrie Slater-16-Rocky Ford 

Bob Holsten-26-retired 

 

    Happy Pastor Anniversary to: 

John Paul Hearn-99-Elam Millen 

Matthew Gilpin-12-Millen Baptist 

 

What hasn’t changed:  

•The need to get the Gospel to every person. “The Gospel is only Good News if 

it gets there in time”—Carl F.H. Henry. 

•The need to help pastors network and learn. 

•The need to help churches be the best they can be. 

•Biblical truth. What has changed is the need for a more basic missionary 

apologetic (think Acts 17:16-34) and willingness to meet people where 

they are. 

 

Bob Dylan sang, “The times, they are a changing.” Absolutely. 

  3 Areas: Financial ● Safety & Security ● Religious Freedom 
FBC Pooler: September 17th  (farther locations-earlier dates!) 

gabaptist.org/churchprotection 

The graduates are practically lining up out there and summer is 
gently turning up the heat.  I hope you are connecting to a VBS 
at your church (or a neighboring church).  We saw some joint 
efforts last year that really promoted teamwork! As you know, 
VBS is a great evangelistic/mission-promoting/fun event with a 
proven track record.  Get on board, ladies! 
May’s Associational Mission Emphasis (May 19-26) is a great 
time to support the MBA Ministry Foundation which funds 
mission priorities that are above the normal operating budget 
(i.e. bi-annual Spring Event).  Inserts/brochures available by 
calling Mission Center (912-564-2884). Read this Lighthouse 
and connect!!!  
Camping Opportunities that build Christian character: 
The MBA Children’s Camp is July 17-20 and early birds pay only 
$85/camper (by July 1st). Finished 1st thru finished 6th grade. 
Check out the Camp Pinnacle schedule at https://gabaptist.org/
georgiabaptistwomen/.  Great opportunities for ALL AGES! 
Also...Camp Kaleo is gearing up with dates/events all summer 
which can be found at https://campkaleo.org/events/.  
Ongoing projects….shoeboxes, backpacks, food pantry, MBA 
foundation, Pregnancy Care Center of Rincon, back-to-school 
collection, and more!  

New Approach 
Regional Pastor Peer Learning Cohorts 

Effingham Co: May 7th-10am-FBC Springfield 
Jenkins Co: May 13th-10am-Millen Baptist 
Screven Co: May 14th-10am-Green Hill Baptist 

Look for discussion info on FB group. 
 Call/ text Bro. Bobby (912)657-5889 to connect. 



The Lighthouse 
May 2019 

Newsletter 

1471 Frontage Road—P.O. Box 160 
Sylvania, Georgia   30467 

 

Email: middleba@windstream.net 
Web: www.middlebaptistassociation.org 

FB: Middle Baptist Association 
 

Bobby Braswell, Jr. 
Associational Missionary 

Email: middlebadom@windstream.net 

Cell: (912)657-5889 
Office: (912)564-2884 

 

 

 

Coming in June...VACATION BIBLE SCHOOLS, Father’s Day, 

Fireworks, Mission Trip to TN, Early Bird Camp Registration, SBC 

Annual Meeting in Birmingham,  Event Trailer request form is on our website for our member churches.   

First come, first serve basis.  (912)564-2884 for calendar check!  

Church News and More… 
 

FBC Springfield: Come enjoy the Adult Choir Cantata on May 5th 
(morning) titled "Jesus, Son of God". Stay for Hope on the Hill 
following the church service with lunch, inflatables, and much more 
fun! (website: springfield-fbc.com).  
 
Green Hill Baptist Church, in partnership with Double Heads Baptist 
Church and Farmdale Baptist Church, will be sponsoring a Summer 
Kickoff event at Green Hill on June 1 at 12pm. Food, inflatables, 
games, preaching, music and a movie on the lawn at dark will fill 
the day. Other churches and the public are welcomed and 
encouraged to attend.  
 
Middle Ground Baptist Church:  May 5-Day to Play in May.  Dinner 
on the grounds, games, and activities following the morning service 
(11am).   
 

Farmdale Baptist Church will celebrate their 50th Anniversary 
with Homecoming on May 19th at 11am.  Wes Withrow will be the 
guest speaker and a covered dish lunch will follow.  All are invited 
to COME! 
 
Red Cross Blood Drive at Screven Co. Recreation Center May 9th 
from 12 noon to 6pm.  Give! 
 
 

Celebrate Mother’s Day on May 12th! 
 

 

Free Training offered by the MBA 
   ►NAMB’s 3 Point Discipleship 
   ►The Calling and Preparation of  Deacons 
   ►On Mission Demographics: Knowing the  
       Community and Knowing What to Do About It. 
   ►Pastor Search Committee Training 
   ►Peer Learning for Pastors 
 

Call (912)564-2884 and set up a date! 
 

 

 

 
SUPPORT MISSIONS WITH 

EMPTY INKJET CARTRIDGES.  
THERE’S A COLLECTION BOX 

& POSTPAID MAILERS AT 
MISSION CTR. PROCEEDS 

SUPPORT MISSIONS. 
RECYCLE! 

 ► Children’s Camp: 

 July 17-20 

Coastal Empire Christian Camp  

Need campers (Finished 1st 

grade-Finished 6th grade). 

Early-bird registration savings is 

open! Printable form on our 

website ($85 before July 1st-

$100 after)  

Call to volunteer (912)564-2884.            

► Mission Trip 

June 23-28: 

Cleveland, TN 
We will do 

construction, Back 

Yard Bible Clubs, 

and a Block Party. If  

interested in 

participating in a  

life-changing week, contact us at (912) 564-2884. 

Approximate cost $300/person. 

Associational Missions  

Week of Prayer & Emphasis 

May 19-26 

Offerings fund our MBA Foundation 

Our goal: Strengthening & Serving 

Churches, Equipping leaders 
 

Baccalaureate Services 
Sunday, May 19th  

Jenkins County-4pm-Gymnatorium 
Effingham County-4pm-FBC Springfield 

Screven County-6pm-1st Methodist 

GO Georgia 2019   

Training for all leaders:   Over 100 breakout sessions 

 
August 23 - 24     FBC Statesboro 

For Basic help with a website…call the Mission Center!  

(912)564-2884 

  Office Closed May 27th! 


