
Missionary’s Musings by Bobby Braswell, Jr. 

“Faithful are the wounds of a friend, but the kisses of an 
enemy are deceitful” (Proverbs 27:6). 
 

I recently bought a book of the Proverbs divided into daily readings so that a person 
could read through them in a year. This Proverb was from a reading in the last week. 
My thoughts about it at the time in a Facebook post were: “What an art this has to 
be: to tell someone we love something painful, yet not destroy them or break our 
friendship in the process. My experience is that most people merely tell us what they 
think we want to hear. They humor us but don't help us. They protect our ego but 
don't help our maturity. And if we are not careful this is what we will prefer.” 
 

I stand by it. It’s all true. But it applies to me as much as anyone. I need friends to tell 
me uncomfortable truths. I need people who will push back and love me enough to 
say, “You are wrong here.” But with tact. So I can hear them. My friend “Mike” did 
this for me recently. Not long after I posted something edgy on Facebook, he sent me 
a private message that said, “I know that you want to be purposeful and effective 
when you choose to engage [on social media] and I think you would enjoy this book.” 
I knew what he was saying. And he said it so well. So tactfully. Faithful are the wounds 
of a friend. 
 

My wife did the same thing later that week. Because she is closer to me than anyone 
else in the world, she can say things less delicately. She said something like, “For 
someone who considers their self to be not very political, you voice some really 
strong political opinions.” This is so obviously true. She added a helpful analogy that 
helped me see that I was carelessly giving offense. Oof and ouch. Faithful are the 
wounds of a friend.  
 

I guess the most obvious thing I could have written about was Thanksgiving in a 
November article. But maybe this will help you, too. Facebook has some positive uses. 
But it has some drawbacks as well. One of which is that it has a distant, impersonal 
aspect that permits me to make unfiltered comments. 

Some believed their members perhaps struggled to cultivate a spiritual imagination that was 
equal to the task of prayer. It was granted that often pastors themselves found it difficult to 
personally prioritize prayer. For pastor or parishioner this is a matter of being dangerously self-
reliant. Our group felt that many people had never learned to pray biblically. Others might 
wonder if prayer is really the most productive thing we can do. We are an action oriented 
society. Also, developing a culture of real prayer requires depth of fellowship in community. 
2. When you have observed a church doing meaningful prayer unusually well, what made the 
difference? The answers included assigning specific requests--being tactical in organizing the 
prayer time. One participant discussed attending Capitol Hill Baptist where prayer for the 
service was made while the worship time and preaching were conducted. It was acknowledged 
that while Baptists tended to practice extemporaneous prayer, planned prayers and liturgical 
prayers often kept the praying focused. Being made to feel a "healthy uncomfortableness" in 
times of prayer can be beneficial. Being willing to surrender to a structured approach to group 
prayer can have unexpected dividends. 
3. What pitfalls are involved in neglecting meaningful prayer? Obviously if there is no prayer 
there is little power. When there is no vital praying we are assuming that we already know 
God's specific will without having actually sought Him. Consequently we will lack His guidance 
and wisdom. Prayer opens Scripture. Pastoral work without corresponding prayer results in 
fleshly outcomes. Without fervent praying we are merely going through the motions. The 
absence of meaningful prayer is often a contributing factor in the trajectory of decline. 
Prayerlessness and decline go hand in hand. When churches are unwilling to deepen the 
experience of congregational prayer, leaders often experience discouragement. 
4. Rainer asserted that underlying conditions coupled with the pandemic accelerates the 
demise of declining churches. Some of those underlying conditions we discussed included 
financial distress. This is really a symptom more than a condition. Financial distress is an effect 
of decline more than a cause. The pandemic seems to have severed completely the attachment 
of some church attenders who had a casual level of commitment. Where there was a lack of 
prior community engagement and fervor for evangelism, Covid-19 is likely to speed up the 
process of decline.  
The pandemic complicates matters in churches that have an unhealthy resistance to helpful 
methodological adaptation. Churches that were experiencing underlying tensions and existing 
conflict may find those issues bubbling to the surface more in this crisis. In congregations 
where clear and healthy disciple making processes were weak, immaturity may exacerbate the 
rate of decline. 
5. Rainer discusses the use of demographic and psychographic data in leadership exercises as 
an aid to group collaboration.  We concluded that this can be eye opening in the same way that 
the old "windshield surveys" used to be with the added advantage of providing instantaneous 
digital ministry blueprints. Pastors can remove obstacles to getting people to engage with 
meaningful data by being intentional about calendaring these kinds of conversations with key 
leaders. Listening to each other as we dive into the needs in our communities can energize 
churches in getting their focus on reaching people. 
Conclusion -The book The Post Quarantine Church has a pretty short shelf life. It was beneficial 
in stoking some needed conversation in this critical juncture. Many of the issues that Covid-19 
evokes are really simply ongoing church strengthening concerns. But a crisis is the intersection 
of danger and opportunity. The encouraging aspect of this is that churches that are deliberate 
in engaging in thoughtful, prayerful discussion during this unusual historical moment may 
actually discover a pathway to greater ministry clarity and vitality on the other side. This is my 
prayer. 

Event Trailer request form is on our website for our member churches.  First 

come, first serve basis.  Call (912)564-2884 for calendar check!  

Pastor Peer Learning Recap...The Pastor Peer Learning Groups of the 

Middle Baptist Association have been using Thom Rainer's book The Post Quarantine 
Church to help frame a discussion regarding the challenges of continuing to lead local 
churches in the midst of a global pandemic. Peer Learning is an invaluable way to find 
mutual encouragement and work through leadership issues in a collaborative forum. The 
following is a summary of our most recent discussions. The material is used with the 
permission of participants.  
1. Why do churches struggle to organize times of meaningful prayer? Rainer asserted in his 
text that Covid-19 had touched off renewal of prayer in churches. Our group had not 
experienced this in the way Rainer suggests, but we thought that it was worth working 
through some of the difficulties involved in developing a culture of meaningful prayer in 
churches. We found that many people struggled to be honest in their praying. Unlike the 
Psalms where prayers were often excruciatingly forthright, in church prayer felt superficial. 
Perhaps this represents a fear that transparency in disclosing real issues might not be 
rewarded with grace or confidentiality.                                                (continued) 



If you missed the SPARK 
Conference in August, the Middle 
Baptist Association has purchased 
Vault access for 12 months for 
your church to view, use for 
training, refreshing or teaching, 
etc... Check with us for link! 

 
The Lighthouse November 2020 

MBA Monthly Newsletter 

1471 Frontage Road—P.O. Box 160 
Sylvania, Georgia   30467 

 

Email: middleba@windstream.net 
Web: www.middlebaptistassociation.org 

FB: Middle Baptist Association 
 

Bobby Braswell, Jr., Associational Missionary 
Cell: (912)657-5889 — Office: (912)564-2884 

Food Pantry 
Needs :  

grits (1-2lb),  
potato flakes, 

spaghetti sauce, 
shelfable food-
microwaveable  

Happy Birthday to: 

Henry Bazemore –11- Hiltonia 

Maurice Crowder-22-Retired 

 

Happy Pastor Anniversary to: 

Rick West -12-Corinth 

Bill Kent-17-Memorial 

Church News and More…                                       
 

Double Heads Baptist Church welcomed Reverend B.J. Horne as the new 
pastor on October 25th 
 

Rocky Ford Baptist Church is facilitating a Golden Harvest Food Box 
distribution on November 18th at the church for those in need. 
 

Turkey Branch Baptist Church is having a DRIVE-IN MOVIE NIGHT.  On the 
marquee is “Overcomer” playing November 8th at 6pm.  Free admission with 
popcorn, soda & chips available.  Broadcast over FM radio.  Church open for 
facilities only.  Any voluntary donations will go toward Lottie Moon Offering.  

Church Clerks & Pastors...The Annual Church Reports were emailed 

back in July/August. Blank copies at Mission Center if needed. You can 
still get them in, but please hurry! There is a special letter about 

"counting" during the pandemic. Please help us with good information.  
It helps plot the course for future ministry decisions!  

Elam-Egypt Baptist 

Church will be picking up 

backpacks from the 

Mission Center this 

winter and delivering to 

folks in Tennessee. If this 

is a project at your 

church, please proceed to 

collect for this  

worthy cause.  
SUPPORT MISSIONS WITH 

EMPTY INKJET 
CARTRIDGES. THERE’S A 

COLLECTION BOX & 
POSTPAID MAILERS AT 

MISSION CTR. PROCEEDS 
SUPPORT MISSIONS. 

Georgia Baptist Convention Annual Meeting 
November 9th—Inglewood Baptist Church—Macon, GA—1-6pm 

Messengers please pre-register: igo.gabaptist.org (church letter provides log-in 

information). Check in early, 9am-11am recommended. 

Effingham Co:  
   FBC Springfield on 11/17 at 10am 
 
Screven & Jenkins Co:  
   Mission Center on 11/18 at 10am 
 
Open to all pastors. Just order the 
book, read and come discuss. 
Great fellowship, idea sharing, 
network building and more...  

 

With all the hurricanes pounding the Gulf  
Coast, now is a great time to give to Disaster 
Relief….Georgia Baptist pooled resource to 
help the hurting! 
ga-baptist-convention.square.site 
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