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One year ago, this month, Texas received a visit from an unwelcome guest named Harvey. He
stayed way too long and caused considerable damage and sorrow to our community. Many
people in Brazoria County are still working even today to rebuild so that they can move back
home. To say that this has been a tough year would be an understatement.
The skeptic might ask, “Where was God in the flood
caused by Harvey? If God is such a loving God, then why
would He allow people to go through such a disaster?”
Countless volumes have been written on the matter of
suffering and evil among mankind. The short answer is that we live in a broken world,
marred by sin. God is indeed loving, and He provided a solution to sin by sending His
Son, Jesus, to die in our place to make payment for our sin. This is certainly what we
must make clear to the skeptic. This is the good news of Jesus.
But we would be remiss if we didn’t also point out something else to the skeptic. Where
was God in the flood? The answer is He was right here with us, as He always is.
“Where?” the skeptic asks. God was plainly seen in the work done by His church, the
bride of Christ. The church wasn’t the only group working, but the fact is that the overwhelming majority of mud-outs were done by church people. Churches opened as shelters and became supply distribution centers. Since Harvey, churches have continued to
help rebuild and have hosted countless church mission teams from outside our area.
They have given of their time, their talents, and their money to help those affected by
Harvey. This, folks, is how it is supposed to be. Read Acts and you’ll see this pattern
modeled. People had needs, and the church worked together to meet those needs in the
name of Jesus, for the glory of God.
One of the key pieces of the vision of the Gulf Coast Baptist Association is cooperation—we are striving to build communities
that cooperate. Why? Because we truly can do more together than we could ever do alone. When a major disaster like a
flood or hurricane comes along the churches of GCBA can and will have a major impact on our community. But here’s the
thing—we don’t have to wait for a disaster to come along to force us to work together. In fact, we ought to be collaborating
on a daily basis to carry out the Great Commission. How are you doing? How is your church doing? Are you working with
others or are you a lone ranger? Brothers and sisters, there are no such things as lone ranger Christians or lone ranger
churches. Jesus prayed that we would be one as He and His Father are one in order that the world would understand that
God loves them and that He sent Jesus for them. Our churches are not competitors, they are partners in the Gospel! My challenge to all of us is that we would increase our level of cooperation this year. Reach out and work with someone new. Raise
your level of missions giving. Let’s show the skeptics out there that God is right here among us.
Let’s cooperate together and so make much of Jesus!
Chuck…

NEXT
TEAM MEETING

August 14th at 11:30 a.m.
South Park Baptist Church
1718 South Johnson
Alvin, Texas 77511
281-331-3902

GCBA Pastorless Churches
First Baptist Church—Angleton
South Park Baptist Church—Alvin
First Baptist Church—Rosharon
Fist Baptist Church—Richwood
Upcoming Hispanic Events
August 21, 2018
Hispanic Fellowship, 3p.m. Primera Iglesia De Angleton

August Church
Humor

AUGUST
8/10-11
8/10-11
8/12
8/14

Childhood & Family Ministry Summit
Equip 2018, North Richland Hills Baptist
Summer Fest / 12pm-4pm / New Hope Church in Clute
GCBA TEAM Meeting, 11:30 a.m., South Park Alvin

SEPTEMBER
9/3
9/11
9/16-6/22

Labor Day
GCBA TEAM Meeting, 11:30 a.m., Texas Port Ministry

Week of Prayer for the Reach Texas Offering, SBTC

OCTOBER
10/16
10/15-10/17
10/21

Hispanic Pastor’s Mtg., 7:00 p.m., GCBA Office
Youth Ministry Conclave, Arlington Convention Center
Hispanic Fellowship at 3pm at El Pueblo De Dios

