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I just returned from a mission trip to Bulgaria, and I want to share three observations.
1. Prayer is vitally important to every mission trip, both national and international.
When God’s people answer His call to go to an area on mission, it is a threat to our adversary,
Satan. Obstacles pop up, challenges arise, and the enemy attempts to thwart God’s plans.
While these challenges are physical, their root is spiritual because this is spiritual warfare:
“For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities,
against the cosmic powers over this present darkness, against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly places” (Ephesians
6:12). What a privilege it is to be able to go to our Father in prayer. For our recent trip, we had 90 people praying for us each
and every day. It was a great comfort and encouragement knowing that we were not alone in the battle.
2. The world is connected today like no other time in history.
Even though we were thousands of miles away in Eastern Europe, we were well aware of what was happening at home and
around the world. The news of the shooting at Santa Fe High School hit us hard, but it also impacted our Bulgarian friends.
Together we prayed for Santa Fe and all those involved. As Christians, we do not have the option of withdrawing into our
own little Christian bubble. We are connected to believers around the world. When one part of the body suffers, the entire
body suffers. Part of our strategy at GCBA is for our churches to be GlobaLocal. What happens globally affects us locally, and
what happens locally affects the global body of Christ. We should be praying for the church in America, but we also should be
praying for the church throughout the world.
3. God is at work all around this world.
Sometimes we tend to get tunnel vision and all we see is what’s happening right where we live. Those of you who have gone
on mission trips know that leaving home allows you to see God moving in ways that aren’t normally seen in your everyday
life. On our trip to Bulgaria we had the opportunity to see God working in the lives of believers. We saw Him answering our
prayers for the country of Bulgaria. Let’s not forget that God sent His Son to redeem all mankind and that His desire is that no
one would perish. God is at work all around us, even when we don’t take notice.
On a different note, please be in prayer for the Southern Baptist Convention. The annual meeting will take place this month
in Dallas, and it comes at a time when Southern Baptists are facing controversy surrounding some who have been important
leaders in our denomination for the past few decades. Mistakes have been made and these leaders must be held accountable.
There is no excuse for any kind of abuse, and we must not ignore or hide this type of behavior. At the same time, however, we
must not be distracted by politics or influenced by the outside pressures of culture. Let’s stand on the foundation of Scripture and remember to keep the main thing the main thing. We are to make disciples of all nations. We are to be holy because
our God is holy. Love the Lord your God with all your heart, soul, and strength, and love your neighbor as yourself.
Make much of Jesus!
Chuck…

No Meeting in June
NEXT
TEAM MEETING

July 10th at 11:30 a.m.
Heights Baptist Church
1591 County Road 144
Alvin
281-331-8201

GCBA Pastorless Churches
First Baptist Church—Angleton
South Park Baptist Church—Alvin
First Baptist Church—Rosharon
Fist Baptist Church—Richwood
Upcoming Hispanic Events
July 15, 2018
Hispanic Fellowship, 3p.m. Primera Iglesia De Angleton

June Church
Humor

JUNE
6/10-13
6/11-14
6/17
6/18-23
6/25-29

SBC Annual Meeting, Dallas
Kamp Khaos, Texas Baptist Encampment
Father’s Day
Girls Expedition Camp, Texas Baptist Encampment
Boys Adventure Camp, Texas Baptist Encampment
No TEAM Meeting this Month

7/4
7/10
7/10
7/15
7/16-20
7/29-31

Independence Day
GCBA TEAM Meeting, 11:30 a.m., Heights Baptist
Hispanic Pastor’s Mtg., 7:00 p.m., GCBA Office
Hispanic Fellowship, 3:00 p.m. Primera Iglesia De Angleton
Youth Week, Texas Baptist Encampment (SBTC)
BGCT Annual Meeting, Arlington Convention Center

JULY

AUGUST
8/10-11
8/10-11
8/14

Childhood & Family Ministry Summit
Equip 2018, North Richland Hills Baptist
GCBA TEAM Meeting, 11:30 a.m., South Park Alvin

